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                            Reimaging the Lent  

I find the Lenten season to be one of the most 
meaningful liturgical seasons of the year. I say this in 
full recognition that for many people Lent does not 
evoke positive feelings about themselves or God—and 
understandably so. The deep meaning and purpose of 
Lent all too often has been lost in empty religious 
exercises that leave people feeling discouraged, 
demoralized, and less than the fullness of God’s image. 
Traditionally, Lent is a time of penance, but it doesn’t 
have to be a time of deep sorrow, and it definitely 
should not be a time of self-inflicted pain, discomfort, or 

shaming of oneself or others. Instead, think of Lent as an opportunity to 
prepare for the gifts and glory of Easter.  
 
The Lenten season offers an opportunity to reflect on the finite and fallible 
nature of our humanity and the realization that the God who created us loves 
us unconditionally, delivers us, and restores us to wholeness—over and over 
again. Recognizing the limitations of human existence alongside the 
amazing grace of God gives new meaning and significance to Easter and 
our celebration of resurrection. As we begin our journey to the cross of Good 
Friday, the empty grave, and the gift of new life on Easter morning, Ash 
Wednesday sets the tone for the spiritual challenges and practices of Lent. 
Moreover, the spiritual practices of Lent prepare us to face the reality of 
death (loss) and resurrection (new beginnings) that are part of every aspect 
of life.                        
                                                                                                                                 (continued on Page 2) 
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Reimaging the Lent (continued) 

 
When thinking about Lenten practices, the first thing most people think of is “giving 
something up.” I invite you, instead, to make this a time of spiritual resolution. If you 
choose to give something up, give up that which impedes your connection or 
further service to others. Reflect on what you want out of your spiritual life. Take 
time to read a book. Consider areas of life or activities that may be draining 
physical and spiritual energy that would be better directed at another cause.   
 
In other words, think of Lent as a time to draw closer to the Divine, building stronger 
communities, and live more fully into God’s realm of peace.and live more fully into 
God’s realm of peace.  
 
Blessings on your journey, 
 
Pastor Keslinn 
 
 

 
 

TCC’s Organizational Framework & Bylaws 
 

A core group of four members—Laurie Betts, Julie Bulloch, Linda Flores, 
and Jan Roberts—is restarting the process of reviewing TCC’s 
organizational framework and bylaws. They will participate in two study and 
discussion meetings about church leadership and organization, led by 
Pastor Keslinn.   
 
Anyone who is interested in this time of listening and learning together  is 
welcome to join on March 15, 29, and April 12 at 1:00 pm.   
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Moderator’s Message 
 

One of the joys of being the Moderator, is sharing in getting 
to know others in our church community. Let’s think about 
different ways that we connect.   Being together in adult 
education classes is a wonderful way to learn what others 
are thinking; I learn. During the services, I get to hear about 
joys and sadness when we share prayers of the people; I 
empathize. After services, we have the pleasure of getting to 
know one another better while sharing treats in Friendship Hall; I enjoy.  
 
As your Moderator, I also attend trustee meetings as an ex-officio member (I can 
contribute to the discussions, but I don’t have voting rights). I attend meetings with 
the Pastor as well. Every meeting I attend is in the name of the members of this 
congregation. So, let’s think together about membership. Many people simply 
started attending without formally joining our church by participating in a 
membership service. Such a service involves making a promise to God and one 
another. One important thing about members is the opportunity to vote in the big 
decisions of being a church including setting direction for the community, calling a 
pastor, choosing our leaders, and spending our shared financial resources. Pastor 
Keslinn has expressed interest in having services for membership within our 
worship services.    
 
Feel free to contact Pastor Keslinn or me in you would like more information on 
becoming a member. 
 
Nancy Franklin  

                  
 
 

  Just a reminder to please wear your name  
  badges on Sunday mornings! 
 
  As we have a number of  new attendees, please stop  
  by Friendship Hall on your way to Sunday service to  
  pick up your badge. If  they know your name, it will  
  make them feel a little more at home. 
 
—Laurie Betts 

   



 

March  2023 Whistle   4 

                                         
    

   ENVIRONMENTAL TEAM 
 

If you love Nature it's always sad when an old tree falls or must be 
removed, leaving only the memory of the beauty it once provided. Such 
were my initial thoughts when I watched the PG & E crew finally take 
down the massive, and dangerous, dead tree from the children's 
playground last week. An impressive job—at no cost to TCC, thanks be—
using a sky bucket and an entire day of hard work. Fascinating, but 
sobering to witness this once-lovely tree go, piece by piece. Perhaps a 
fleeting meditation on mortality? 

Believe me, that feeling left almost immediately, replaced by the 
knowledge that this tree, the Tree of Heaven or Ailanthus altissima, tops 
the  list of the Tehachapi Resource Conservation District as one of the 
worst trees to have in a landscape. (Look it up: Oct. 23, 2014 "Invasive 
Plants and Drought." Complete with photo of this tree, now gone, growing 
in our rental house backyard!)  

Brought to our shores from China as a shade tree in the 1700s, the 
species quickly showed its downside: no natural predators, fast-growing 
and invasive, spreading by both seeds and root sprouts, almost 
impossible to get rid of if left unclecked. Like some other trees and plants, 
the misnamed Tree of "Heaven" produces a chemical that prevents other 
plants near it from thriving or surviving. 

0ur church has dealt with a number of these nuisance trees around our 
campus for years, likely grown from seeds brought in by wind or birds 
decades ago. Over time these problematic giants have been removed; 
the play yard tree was the last of them. Or so we hope. Look around in 
early spring and you'll see pretty, feathery, bright green leaves popping 
up in odd corners of the church and surrounding areas--the hardy, if 
unwelcome, survivors of their heavenly forebears. 

 
  —Jan Roberts 

 

 
 
 



 

March  2023 Whistle   5 

                                               
                             WOMEN WHO WINE (OR NOT) WWW  
 
March 19th is the 3rd Sunday and WWW! This gathering will be another 
fun occasion at Carol Rush’s home in West Golden Hills. Again, her 
lovely winemaker daughter, Marla Carroll, will teach us about wine 
tasting by Zoom. Marla will provide Carol with three white wines from  
her winery, Antica Napa Valley, for us to taste, and Carol will provide  
two reds for sampling.  
 
Please bring your lunch and any wine which you wish to drink and share. We will 
gather at Carol’s at 12:30. Please RSVP to Carol, juncus33@gmail.com, no 
later than Friday, March 17th., when she will send you directions.  
 

 
SALVATION ARMY'S SUPPORT 

 
A belated “thank you” … once again, you TCC members supported the 
Salvation Army's Angel Tag program in December. You supported at 
Thanksgiving so generously that we used half of the money collected before 
Thanksgiving. Just to remind you, we collected $750 before Thanksgiving. So 
we gave $375 plus $150 in gift cards from Albertsons and Save Mart towards 
the hundreds of Thanksgiving meals which the S. A. provides to less fortunate 
members of our community.  And at Christmastime, we delivered the balance 
of the $750 plus an additional $100 toward the Angel Tag program, where 
hundreds of area children are provided with Christmas gifts.  Both of these 
programs are wonderful ways to support Tehachapi-area residents!   
As always, thank you for your generous participation! 
 
—Laurie Rude-Betts 

 

Tehachapi Community Church 
In the 1970’s 

 
I, Phyllis Belcher, have many cookbooks that I once collected and still use. My 
favorite one was compiled and published by The Women’s Fellowship of 
Tehachapi Community Church. It features recipes submitted by church members.  
Rev. Lewis Wakeland submitted the following recipe, which deserves printing: 
 
    “The Wife Away Dinner”   
  Prepare 1 frozen TV dinner as package directs.  
  Yields 1 dinner. Eat & enjoy! 
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          Delicious Brunch Celebrates Service 
 

Joanne Beckett was recognized for the valuable service she has per-
formed for many years for the church, and especially during the months she 
has taken over the job of treasurer, in addition to her other duties. We 
certainly appreciated the time Porter Underwood was treasurer, but sudden 
illness prevented him from continuing. It was wonderful that Joanne was 
willing to fill in.  
The celebration for Joanne took place on her birthday in the form of a 
brunch in Friendship Hall after church service. Linda Flores and Jan Roberts 
decorated the Hall with hummingbirds and balloons. Everything looked 
wonderful!  There was great food to eat and a lovely crowd of well-wishers.   
Joanne humbly protested she didn’t need such a lavish thank you, but we 
thought she did.  
Many people brought delicious things to eat, including Nancy Franklin, Mary 
Prosser, Dave Lasley, Phyllis Belcher, and Laurie Betts. Thank you to all 
those who helped make Joanne’s birthday so special. 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Phyllis Belcher, Joanne Beckett, & Carolyn  
Pearson are all smiles at the dessert table. 

Vicky Laier, Nancy Franklin, & Mary Prosser were part  
of the kitchen crew who prepared food for the brunch. 
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                                                                             Barry Joseph 
 

 
Barry was born in Sacramento in 1956.  His family moved to Pleasant Hill, 
CA in 1959, where his father went into business with his older brother for 
over 50 years.  When Barry was seven years old, they moved to Concord, 
CA.  Shortly after moving on Easter Sunday, he was involved in an auto 
accident, in which he broke his neck in three spots.  After many surgeries, 
they again moved, but just across town, where he attended Concord High 
School.  He was not allowed to participate in contact sports, due to his neck 
issues, so he began swimming.  Barry excelled in the sport, even making 
the varsity swim team as a freshman.   
 
He graduated high school in 1974, then went on to attend community 
college.  At the age of 21, Barry went to work as a bartender, and did that for 
ten years.  He then worked for a local hospital as the Environmental 
Supervisor.  Five years later, he went to work for the school district as a 
School Bus Driver Instructor, and did that for 27 years. 
 
It was during this time that Barry met Dave in Berkley, CA.  About a year 
later, they moved into his condo in Concord.  After about a year of living in a 
small, cramped space (one bedroom and one bath,) they bought a home in 
Brentwood (in northern CA.)  There, they enjoyed the local farmers market, 
and also enjoyed boating around the delta in the summer time. 
 
During that time period, they also made several trips to Tehachapi, to visit 
Dave's family.  Barry retired in 2017 and Dave retired shortly after.  Sadly, 
both Barry and Dave’s mothers passed away within a month of each other.  
After many discussions, they started looking at homes in the Tehachapi 
area.  They met a great realtor and after about a year (and many trips to the 
area,) they located a nice piece of property in Stallion Springs, and had a 
home built.  Dave’s sister passed away shortly after they moved here.  
They’ve been in the area now for a little over two years, and are making lots 
of friends!  
             
 
                                                                                        [continued on Page 8] 
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[continued from Page 7] 
 
 
Barry says the first thing he noticed about TCC was that the people were 
very friendly and welcoming, and community oriented.  The more he has 
attended and gotten to know the congregation, he can see that people truly 
care.  Barry is looking forward to many more years at the church, and 
getting to know the members better.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________ 
 
** Editor’s note: Barry has been making various desserts for coffee hour, most 
Sundays that he attends church.  He even baked a special bread for our “Day of the 
Dead” service in Friendship Hall, last October.  Barry’s desserts are delicious, and 
very much appreciated by the congregation!  
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