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Rev. Donella Silveira, Pastor 

                                           
October - 2022                       

  Message from Your Moderator 
 
As your Moderator, I have taken on several different responsibilities. Perhaps the 
most challenging was collaboratively developing the church’s profile. That profile 
was housed in the UCC and caught the interest of Keslinn Kohfeld-Stout. Many of 
us attended her ordination and experienced the rituals. On Sunday, we were able to 
participate in her installation, with a representative from the UCC (who was most 
impressed with our hospitality). We are so very glad that Pastor Keslinn has 
willingly taken the position of our interim pastor and we look forward to learning 
from her and with her.  
 
To mark these occasions, I felt compelled to do something for all of us with love. 
Sunday’s brunch was designed to provide an opportunity for joyful celebration 
around a meal.  As the menu evolved, different people came to mind. Who is 
vegetarian?  Who is gluten-free?  Who is diabetic?  Then, came the “how”. How 
could we safely have a meal with the pandemic still surrounding us?  My eyes filled 
with tears as people reacted with pleasure in what was offered.  Throughout the 
morning, there were so many examples of kindness as people helped one another.    
 
When the 40 people sat down to eat together, we got to experience happiness filling 
Friendship Hall. It is a place that was built for sharing.  As we grow, we know that 
that joy and happiness sets the stage for many more gatherings to come.  What an 
amazing team we had with Laurie Betts, Jan Roberts, Cheryl Harris, Nick Smirnoff, 
and Mary Prosser! As we finished our meal and so many got up to help clean up, we 
got to see community in the kitchen, many hands working together.  
 
Thank you for electing me Moderator almost two years ago, I am so fortunate to be 
with you as we continue to move forward together.  
 
Nancy Franklin 
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Kesslin Kohfeld-Stout Enters the Ministry 
 

The ordination of Keslinn Kohfeld-Stout was an opportun-
ity to celebrate and give thanks for the spiritual journey 
which led her to the ministry. On October 1, 2022, a 
crowd of many friends and family gathered at First 
Congregational Church in Bakersfield to witness the 
ceremony. Nearly a dozen came from the Tehachapi 
Community Church. 
 
Dr Rev. Dr. David Stabenfeldt, who had been Keslinn’s 
pastor before he retired, spoke about the great love she 
had for others and of the long struggle to reach the point 
of ordination. Keslinn’s interest in the ministry started at  
a young age. While many young girls “played house,” she 
“played church.” This was followed by years of education 
which were interrupted by raising a family, making a 
living, and dealing with struggles that life brings. 
 
The ceremony continued with greetings from Northern Association of UCC when 
over a dozen ordained clergy joined Keslinn at the altar and conducted a laying 
on of hands. Rev. Nancy Bacon, former pastor at Tehachapi Community Church, 
was among them.  
 
A statement from the Association declared Keslinn officially ordained and ready to 
begin her journey as a minister. She was presented with a gift of a robe as well as 
a stole made by her son, Jazz. This was followed by applause and cheers from 
the those in attendance.  
 
Keslinn conducted her first communion service in the new robe and stole. This 
was a joyful and hopeful ceremony. After a closing prayer and a beautiful flute 
and piano duet, everyone was invited to Friendship Hall for a meal. It was truly a 
happy gathering. 
 
—Phyllis Belcher 
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    HYMNAL HISTORY           
 
Have you ever looked inside the cover of our hymnal and seen a 
dedication sticker? This is the story behind the hymnals. 
 
In 1935 the Pilgrim Hymnal was published and used in this church 
for many years. In 1974 the first hymnal of United Church of Christ 
was published. By then, you can imagine those earlier hymnals were 
well worn and needed replacement. Gil and Ireda Mitchell bought 
these new red hymnals in memory of their son, Gilbert Louis 
Mitchell. 
 
The Mitchells, who owned Town and Country Market, were long 
time, active members of the church. Their son was a navy pilot who 
was declared missing in action in Viet Nam in 1968 at the age of 27. 
His plane was either shot down or crashed while on a mission. His 
body was never recovered. His name is inscribed on the Viet Nam 
Wall in Washington D.C. 
 
In 1995, The New Century Hymnal was published by UCC. The 
“Mitchell” hymnals were well worn by this time so the church decided 
to buy this new edition. The budget was stretched thin so members 
of the congregation bought hymnals in memory or honor of friends 
and loved ones. Stickers were placed inside each hymnal that 
was purchased in this manner. Next time you open your 
hymnal, think about the person honored as well as the 
generous congregation of this church. 
                                                                       —Phyllis Belcher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Tehachapi Apple Festival will take place on  
Saturday, October 15th & Sunday, October 16th 

 
This will include full street closure from Tehachapi Blvd. to D Street both days. F 

Street, between Curry & robinson, will close Sunday only. 
 

For more information: applefest18@gmail.com 
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             RECYCLING AT OUR CHURCH: 
              WHAT WE TAKE AND DO NOT TAKE FOR RECYCLING  

Chris Rush 
 
Now that COVID has slowed down to some degree, the Church is resuming the 
Recycling Program.  
 
You can recycle the following Items at our Church—Recycle bins are on the south 
end of Friendship Hall  
 ♦Beverage containers (glass, plastic, and aluminum)    
 ♦All California Redemption Value (CRV) containers  
 ♦Church bulletins and Church office papers  
 ♦Computer printer ink cartridges  
 ♦Flashlight, hearing aid, watch, and other medium to small sized batteries  
 ♦Wine corks  
 ♦Used eye glasses  
 
Do Not Attempt To Recycle Any of These Items at Our Church:  
  ♦Rubber products  
  ♦Plastic grocery bags / bubble wrap  
  ♦Styrofoam cups, containers and packing peanuts  
  ♦Food or food waste 
 
  ♦Florescent and other light bulbs   
  ♦Hazardous waste (paint, auto and marine batteries, oil, etc.)  
  ♦Sharps (e.g. hypodermic needles)   
  (The last three items listed above can be recycled during hazardous waste  
                      recycle dates at our landfill) 
 
Use Your Trash Hauler’s Recycle Container At Home for These Items  
  ♦Newspapers / Paper Bags  
  ♦Cardboard & Clean Food and beverage cartons  
  ♦Phone books, Magazines, soft cover books  
  ♦Non-aluminum metal / Tin cans  
  ♦Office paper, computer paper, junk mail  
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WOMEN WHO WINE (OR NOT) WWW - October 23 
 
As our booth at the Apple Festival will still need our attention on our 
usual Sunday, WWW will be postponed to the 23rd for this month. If 
anyone has any ideas for a venue, please let me know. I will email 
you the week before with details for our monthlygathering of 
Tehachapi women! —Laurie Rude-Beths 

  

PLEASE NOTE:  The entrance to Friendship Hall  
from the parking lot will be under construction 
beginning Monday, October 10. That entrance  
will be blocked off and will not not be useable for 
approximately two weeks.  
 
Please use the courtyard entrance to Friendship Hall 
during the construction. 

 

Christmas is Coming! 
 

The winter holidays may seem a long way off, but  
Christmas cards are needed now for TCC’s third 
Christmas Cards for Vets event in early November. 
Working with Marty Pay Insurance, the U.S. Marines, 
and many others in our community, we hope to bring 
holiday cheer to our deserving veterans. 
 
Your donated cards are very appreciated! Please note:  
cards should not be religious or political, or have glitter 
on them.  
 
Bring your cards to Friendship Hall and place them in 
the holiday decorated box near the double doors. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Community Service Team 
Laurie Betts & Jan Roberts 
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 2  -  Eric Trillo 
 4  -  Mary Horton 
10 -  Sandy Criswell 
12 -  Rick Flores 
13 -  Anne Pear-Kirkpatrick 
20 -  Liam Lapham 
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24 -  Nina Blackwell 
     -  Nancy Franklin 
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     -  Maureen St. John 


