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November - 2022                       

  Let’s Keep Dancing! 
 Our time together began approximately a month and a half ago. In that short 
span, I have had the opportunity to meet and get better acquainted with many of 
you thanks to the active nature of TCC. In addition to worship, our time together 
has been filled with leadership meetings, social and community outreach events, 
fellowship around tables in Friendship Hall, and numerous individual conversations 
in my office and by phone. The level of commitment members of this community 
demonstrate toward the betterment of TCC, the wider Tehachapi community, and 
the world at large fills my heart with joy. 
 I am especially thankful to find in you a progressive community of faith that 
is not ashamed of the gospel—the Good News that proclaims God’s unconditional 
love for all creation, not just a select few. I also recognize that it is not popular in 
this time and place to refer to oneself as  a  “progressive “ Christian, and 
unpopular stances can sometimes leave us feeling  discouraged and alone. Keep 
in mind, however, the one we choose to follow was not popular in his day either. 
Many people today—many people in Tehachapi—are being cast aside in the 
name of a God who is love, and they need to hear a different message. They need 
a beacon of hope. They need the message of God’s extravagant love. TCC has so 
much to offer this community, and I feel privileged to have been given the 
opportunity to walk this journey with you, if only for a season. 
 I recently referred to our relationship with one another as a dance in which 
new partners are attempting to synchronize their movements. The dance may look 
a little disheveled at times as we seek to hear the rhythm the other is following. We 
may even step on each other’s toes from time to time. But I believe the more time 
we spend dancing, the smoother we’ll move and the more area we can cover. I 
look forward to working and thinking together in the coming months about new and 
different ways in which the TCC community can be the church for a new time. In 
other words, I look forward to more dances. So for now, let’s keep dancing. 

—Pastor Keslinn 
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Moderator’s Message 
 

 
Here we are at the Apple Festival booth,  
selling tickets for our fabulous opportunity 
drawing (aka raffle). Do you see Dave in the 
back-ground?  He is finding families that are  
in line getting Kona cones and asking if the 
children want to decorate apples. So smart!  
The children were delighted. Let’s put our 
heads together and identify some of the 
biggest successes from the festival: 

 
 ♦We worked together as a team, setting up,  

  implementing, and cleaning up.  It was  
  joyful and fun.    

 ♦The families were able to have their  
   children do something that was free and  
   enjoyable.     
 ♦The raffle items brought in $500; that is  

  amazing considering that all raffle items      
  were donated.   

♦Jazz followed up his beautiful singing in the sanctuary with helping with the festival  
   in so many ways.   
♦We were able to hand out an informational flyer about our church.   
♦Members of the community were able to meet and   talk with Pastor Keslinn.  
 
For me, the greatest success was getting to see the members of our congregation 
spreading kindness in the community while supporting one another.  We had an 
opportunity to bring joy and we did it. Many thanks to all who participated and all who 
cheered for the team. Together, we are better.  
 
With enthusiasm,  
 
Your Moderator, Nancy Franklin 
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     Good News! 
 
Project Completed! - There is now a safer entrance to the 
east side of Friendship Hall. It was a long time coming, took 
lots of discussion, planning, and work, but now it is complete. 
 The Hall was built in 1957 and safety standards and 
building reuqirements were quite different then. The 
congregation was also younger and more agile in the 50’s. 
After a few accidents and many complaints, the Trustees 
authorized what has been dubbed by Nick Smirnoff as “The 
Jim Carmichael Ramp” because of all the concern and trouble 
it caused him. 
 Chris fickes was seen working on the railing, but he was 
not the only one who made the ramp poassible. Many people 
were involved in planning, ordering supplies, and supervising. 
Thank you to all those who participated in alleviating a difficult 
situation. 
           ● ● ●  
Carlyn is back!  - Carlyn Grantham, our talented pianist, has returned from a 
month’s vacation with her husband, Dennis. It was a long-awaited trip for them 
after a difficult year of family illness and family deaths. 
 They roamed wherever the spirit led them and had an interesting and 
restful vacation. 
 Carlyn is not compensated for playing for us every week. It is her gift to the 
church she attended until she left for college and her career. We are so 
funtunate she has retired and returned to Tehachapi.   
—Phyllis Belcher 

                  
                                             Stewardship Pledges 

     
 If you have not already submitted your pledge card with     
         information, please do so by: 
 
 ●Placing it in the offering plate on Sunday (folded for   
            privacy)  

 ●Mail it to TCC, 100 East E Street, Tehachapi, CA   
            93561 (and mark it Attn: Financial Secretary); 

    ●Place it in an envelope and give it to Cheryl Harris,  
                 Financial Secretary 
 
 If you have questions, please contact any one of the members of the Board  
 of Trustees or the Leadership Team. 



 

November  2022 Whistle   4 

   
 
             Global Missions Update 
 
Pearls Executive Director Peter Keller, his wife Irene, Nancy Bacon (Director of 
Aid Africa) and two friends recently returned from Uganda, visiting both Aid 
Africa and Pearls Children's Home, and enjoying some of the many beautiful 
sights of this East African nation. 
 
Part of the news from Pearls Children's Home is sobering. Donations have 
dropped drastically since the pandemic began. Rosette, the home's director, 
reports 100% price increases for almost everything she needs, particularly food—
a result of shortages caused by the war in Ukraine. At one point, the home was 
without electricity for 10 days; imagine that, with 29 children to care for!  
Fortunately, all the kids are in school and doing well, and fees have not risen. 
Several of our Pearls have graduated from secondary and vocational schools. 
Esther, a delightful young woman who I met in 2015, has earned a Certificate of 
Engineering and will be seeking an engineering degree at an American university 
next Spring. 
 
Peter shared that the kids got a real treat—a day at Nile Park—with a big lunch 
and energetic games, joined happily by Nancy and Rosette. Along with having fun 
together, Peter saw how these children tenderly support one another: teenager 
"Big John" helped six-year-old newcomer "Little John" figure out his restaurant 
lunch, an experience he never had before coming to Rosette and his loving new 
"family." 
 
To learn more and donate if you can, please go to pearlschildrensfund.org. 
 
Jan Roberts,  
Pearls of Africa board member 
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                             WOMEN WHO WINE (OR NOT) WWW  

 
 Once again, it is necessary to postpone our monthly gathering to the 
Sunday after Thanksgiving, November 27th. I plan to host it at my home  
in BVS. I will remind you on the Friday before to let me know if you can 
attend. It should be a nice conclusion to the holiday weekend. 

 
The October gathering included 15 of us at a lunch 
at Bib Papa’s. We were in a dining room by our-
selves, so we enjoyed being able to talk among 
ourselves.  
 —Laurie Rude-Beths 

 
MEALS ON WHEELS  — Now that the hot summer is over (winter is coming too 
fast), let's deliver Meals on Wheels to get involved again in our community on the 
following dates: Monday, November 14th - Thursday, November 17th. Please 
sign up, preferably with a partner, by contacting me at the following email:  
rude.betts@gmail.com.  I will take Monday with Jan R., so we need you Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday. 
 
We are to arrive at the Tehachapi Senior Center by 10:30 a.m. We are given a 
printout of the Mapquest route for Monday's clients in that area of Tehachapi. This 
is a very pleasant task which interfaces with members of our community. If this 
short week goes well, we will sign up for another one soon. —Laurie Rude-Betts 

  
Salvation Army Thanksgiving Meals Program —  We at TCC have 
been contributing to this worthwhile effort of the local Salvation Army to provide a 
complete Thanksgiving dinner to those less fortunate in Tehachapi.  
 
Our participation now is to provide cash funds from a collection of our congregation 
as well as gift cards, which we solicit from the local supermarkets. Albertsons, 
with a $100 gift card, and Save Mart, with a $50 gift card, have supported us every 
year.  
 
So, once again, please make a contribution to this collection by including it in your 
TCC donation by clearly indicating on your check or online donation that this is for 
the Salvation Army fundraiser. I will deliver our contribution to the Salvation 
Army after the service on Sunday, November 20th.  
Thank you for continuing to support this annual 
program. 
 
—Laurie Rude-Betts   
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     Apple Festival Event 
 
Our church had an Opportunity Drawing at the Apple Festival this year. There were four 
items:  an apple quilt, two baskets and a glass sculpture of a fish. Jazz, one of Pastor 
Keslinn’s sons, chose tickets in a random drawing on October 16 at the end of the festival. 
Read on to learn about the winners and more details about the prizes. 
 
The “Gardening Basket” was filled with many things, including a solar light, garden 
implements and a handmade tote bag. It was won by Barb Luttrell of Rosemond. She was 
happy to support a good cause like a local church, even if she had not won. She loves to 
garden and has been trying to create a habitat in her yard to support more bees and 
butterflies. She has enjoyed watching the caterpillars on her Passionflower plants turn into 
butterflies. She traveled to multiple stores to buy more plants to be sure the caterpillars 
would have enough food. Barb did not expect to win the “Gardening Basket;” it was a happy 
surprise. 
 
The “Bee Basket” was filled with bee related items such as a bee tote bag, a large metal 
bee decoration, bee lights, bee lip gloss and reusable bee wax sandwich bags. It was won 
by Donna Kendrick of Stallion Springs. Donna says, "My sister lives in Georgia and is 
remodeling her small house, built in the early 1900's. She has beehives on her rescue  
farm, and this basket is for her new yellow bee kitchen. I love helping with fund-raisers for 
churches, schools, & other organizations. I like to support vendors who do handmade items 
like soaps, jams, etc. The Apple Festival this year was one of the best ever."   
 
The Apple Quilt was sewn by Kris Hogan and her mother, Dolly. They  regularly make 
quilts for Children’s Hospital in Los Angeles. They were delighted to donate one to our 
church. It was won by Dominick Johnson of Lake Isabella. He says, “I love this quilt! The 
apple stitching is the cherry on top!”  Dominick is excited for another reason—he and his 
fiancé recently learned they are expecting. The Apple Quilt may become a baby quilt. 
Congratulations to Dominick for winning the quilt, and a second congratulations to the two 
of them for their new baby on the way. We hold them all in our prayers.  
 
The signed Glass Fish Sculpture was donated by Nina Blackwell. This object of art was 
something special that Nina wanted to give for a special cause. It was won by Krista 
Kenehan, who used to be Krista Oberg. Krista now lives in Huntington Beach, but she 
says Tehachapi is her home. As a child, she attended Sunday School at Tehachapi 
Community Church (about 50 years ago!). She has fond memories of being in our church. 
Krista is excited to win this work of art. She says, "I just love it!!" 
 
The opportunity drawing was amazing for our booth!   In addition, our congregation 
particularly enjoyed helping children to decorate apples and blow bubbles. It was a 
wonderful weekend!  —Susan Stuart 
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 3  -  Wayne thompson 
13 -  Victoria Lohnes 
17 -  Jan Combs 
21 -  Patrick Pine 
23 -  Porter Underwood 
25 -  Claire Hammons 


