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                            Behold, I am Doing a New Thing! 
The Church measures time differently than the world. The world gauges time by a 
clock—minutes, seconds, hours, days, weeks, months… the life of the Church, by 
contrast, is based in events. The world lives life on a time line. As people of the 
resurrection, we live in a circle of time that recognizes each and every ending as a 
new beginning. We spend our time remembering and celebrating events from the past 
with an awareness of new relevance for each new context. As followers of Christ, the 
worship and reflection that shapes our lives is centered in the life and teachings of 
Jesus—the events in his life… 

Advent – we prepare ourselves spiritually to celebrate the birth of Christ (Christmas)   
                 as we also look forward to the future reign of Christ 

Christmas – we celebrate the birth of the Christ child and reflect on the Incarnation  
                      (or embodiment) of God as a human being  

Epiphany - we see God’s grace shining in the miracles and teachings of Christ 

Lent – we journey with Christ to the Cross 

Easter – we are awe struck by the new life God brings in Jesus 

Pentecost – we celebrate the birth of the Church and begin a new journey to follow   
                     Christ 

The Season following Pentecost – we learn how to follow, to better live as Christ  
                                                            lived 

A circle offers the hope of new life. The circle also is a reminder that the Prophet’s 
message echoes as strong today as it did in ancient times: Behold, I am doing a new 
thing!  As the world begins the hustle and bustle of the holiday season and its sprint 
toward the finish line for 2022, may our circular calendar, instead, make room for rest, 
reflection, and preparation, making us ready to participate in the new thing our God is 
about to do!    

Pastor Keslinn 
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Moderator’s Message 
 

So much of my time is spent in working with teams on educating students 
with disabilities. I want these students to spend time with typical peers as 
they will, hopefully, throughout their lives. The things we talk about include 
modeling how we want our children to move forward into the world as 
thinkers who are kind and compassionate.   
 
Suppose we committed to being thinkers as we move into 2023?  Thinkers 
can be defined as people with highly developed intellectual powers and who 
use those powers to think deeply and seriously. Remember though, that 
there are many people in our shared history with highly developed 
intellectual powers who do evil things. So, let’s add kindness and com-
passion to our commitment.   
 
Every day of 2023, I want to commit to being a kind, 
compassionate thinker.  If you study how to add new 
dimensions to who you already are, you will see that one 
essential element is practice. So, let me begin by listening 
whole heartedly, smiling completely, doing for others 
intentionally, and giving thanks sincerely. It won’t always be 
easy, but don’t we want to model the best that we can be?  
 
Thank you, Tehachapi Community Church congregation, you continue to 
inspire me.   
 
Nancy Franklin 

                  
                                             Stewardship Pledges 
     

  If you have not already submitted your pledge card with     
         information, please do so by: 
 
 ●Placing it in the offering plate on Sunday (folded for   
            privacy)  

 ●Mail it to TCC, 100 East E Street, Tehachapi, CA   
            93561 (and mark it Attn: Financial Secretary); 

  ●Place it in an envelope and give it to Cheryl Harris,  
                                             Financial Secretary 
 
 If you have questions, please contact any one of the members of the Board  
 of Trustees or the Leadership Team. 
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  D.E.F.T "Don't Ever Forget Them" Campaign 

 
For the third year, TCC participated in the  D.E.F.T Don't Ever Forget 
Them campaign, adding 318 signed holiday cards to the many 
thousands being distributed around California and the nation by the V.A. 
These personalized greeting cards remind us of the debt of gratitude we 
owe our veterans in nursing homes and care facilities, with the hope of 
bringing them joy during this season of love.  

Special thanks to all of you who made this event so successful and 
rewarding: those who donated special unused or purchased cards; and to 
the many who enjoyed this service opportunity by signing cards, cards, 
and more cards. Your selfless dedication to others is appreciated well 
beyond our walls. 

 

Community Service Team 

Laurie Betts & Jan Roberts  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 … TO ALL THE GENEROUS TCC'ers!  The TCC 
congregation has shown its love once again!!  This year, 
too, you have supported the Salvation Army's Thanksgiving 
program with your generous donations amounting to 
$750!! So, as we did last year with your generous donations 
then, we will hold back some of the money to support the 
Salvation Army's Angel Tree program.  With such a large 

collection, we have decided to hold back half of your donation for 
Christmas.  That means that t we will deliver a check for $375 from TCC, 
plus a $100 Albertsons' gift card, plus a $50 Save Mart gift, for a total 
donation of $525!!  Thank you all!  
 
Laurie Betts & Jan Roberts 
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             Global Missions Update 
 
Pearls Executive Director Peter Keller, his wife Irene, Nancy Bacon (Director of 
Aid Africa) and two friends recently returned from Uganda, visiting both Aid 
Africa and Pearls Children's Home, and enjoying some of the many beautiful 
sights of this East African nation. 
 
Part of the news from Pearls Children's Home is sobering. Donations have 
dropped drastically since the pandemic began. Rosette, the home's director, 
reports 100% price increases for almost everything she needs, particularly food—
a result of shortages caused by the war in Ukraine. At one point, the home was 
without electricity for 10 days; imagine that, with 29 children to care for!  
Fortunately, all the kids are in school and doing well, and fees have not risen. 
Several of our Pearls have graduated from secondary and vocational schools. 
Esther, a delightful young woman who I met in 2015, has earned a Certificate of 
Engineering and will be seeking an engineering degree at an American university 
next Spring. 
 
Peter shared that the kids got a real treat—a day at Nile Park—with a big lunch 
and energetic games, joined happily by Nancy and Rosette. Along with having fun 
together, Peter saw how these children tenderly support one another: teenager 
"Big John" helped six-year-old newcomer "Little John" figure out his restaurant 
lunch, an experience he never had before coming to Rosette and his loving new 
"family." 
 
To learn more and donate if you can, please go to pearlschildrensfund.org. 
 
Jan Roberts,  
Pearls of Africa Board Member 
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                             WOMEN WHO WINE (OR NOT) WWW  
 
Last month's Whistle had a picture of the WWW in October at the Tehachapi 
Winery with no text of the gathering. As Carol R. hosted it, she wrote: On 
September 18, about 15 of us met at the newer Tehachapi Winery, just 
south of the BVS entrance. We enjoyed sandwiches from Moessner’s 
and wine tasting, while seated within their steel tank warehouse, where 
mostly Sauvignon Blanc wine is stored. Traditional wines such as 
Cabernet Sauvignon are grown in their vineyards, as well as their award 
winning Syrah. A tour of their oak barrel room gave us more information 
on how their wine is processed and aged.This is one of the few Tehachapi 
wineries that is actually processing their grapes to make wine. A great time  
was had by all participants. 
 
On October 23, we again met at Big Papa’s restaurant, in a dining room by ourselves, which 
gave us more privacy to talk among ourselves. 
  
Our first winter WWW event will be at Laurie’s house in BVS on November 27th at 12:30, 
offering another wonderful time to taste wine and be thankful for our companionship these 
past few years. Please bring your lunch. Laurie will have drinks and dessert. Thank you, 
Laurie, for hosting our November event in your beautiful home!  Please email her to get a 
gate pass and to let her know who is coming before the 26th - Rude.betts@gmail.com. 
 
On December 18th, we plan on meeting at Linda F.'s beautifully decorated home for our 
holiday event, also in BVS at 12:30. Bring your lunch, and Linda will have drinks and sweets.  
Again, please email her to RSVP and get a gate pass before the 17th - 
linda31591@att.net. 
 
Carol Rush & Laurie Betts 

 
SALVATION ARMY'S SUPPORT OF TEHACHAPI CHILDREN 

 
Once again for about the 13th year, we are going to support the Salvation Army's Angel Tree 
program, now that you have so generously supported the their Thanksgiving dinner program. 
 
The Salvation Army receives applications from local parents/guardians who wish help in 
providing their children with gifts to celebrate Christmas. The Army personnel verify the 
applicants' income before accepting the applications. Then the parents/guardians write the 
children’s gift wishes on a Christmas gift tag called an Angel Tag.  We used to fulfill the tags 
with gifts which we, or our Sunday school mothers, would purchase for us. This service was led 
by Amy Trillo, Anita's daughter, and the SS kids. However, we no longer have those now-
grown children to help us pick gifts that would be appealing for different age groups. So we 
collect cash and donate that instead of gifts, and the Salvation Army is delighted. They often 
use it to purchase gift cards for teenagers, who are so hard to buy for.  
 
Please, as you have done with your Thanksgiving contributions, make your 
donation online, in the offering, or mail to the office (100 East E Street), clearly 
marked for the fund-raiser. Please make your contribution to be received 
by Sunday, December 18th.   
 
Laurie Betts, rude.betts@gmail.com  
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     Apple Festival Event 
 
Our church had an Opportunity Drawing at the Apple Festival this year. There were four 
items:  an apple quilt, two baskets and a glass sculpture of a fish. Jazz, one of Pastor 
Keslinn’s sons, chose tickets in a random drawing on October 16 at the end of the festival. 
Read on to learn about the winners and more details about the prizes. 
 
The “Gardening Basket” was filled with many things, including a solar light, garden 
implements and a handmade tote bag. It was won by Barb Luttrell of Rosemond. She was 
happy to support a good cause like a local church, even if she had not won. She loves to 
garden and has been trying to create a habitat in her yard to support more bees and 
butterflies. She has enjoyed watching the caterpillars on her Passionflower plants turn into 
butterflies. She traveled to multiple stores to buy more plants to be sure the caterpillars 
would have enough food. Barb did not expect to win the “Gardening Basket;” it was a happy 
surprise. 
 
The “Bee Basket” was filled with bee related items such as a bee tote bag, a large metal 
bee decoration, bee lights, bee lip gloss and reusable bee wax sandwich bags. It was won 
by Donna Kendrick of Stallion Springs. Donna says, "My sister lives in Georgia and is 
remodeling her small house, built in the early 1900's. She has beehives on her rescue  
farm, and this basket is for her new yellow bee kitchen. I love helping with fund-raisers for 
churches, schools, & other organizations. I like to support vendors who do handmade items 
like soaps, jams, etc. The Apple Festival this year was one of the best ever."   
 
The Apple Quilt was sewn by Kris Hogan and her mother, Dolly. They  regularly make 
quilts for Children’s Hospital in Los Angeles. They were delighted to donate one to our 
church. It was won by Dominick Johnson of Lake Isabella. He says, “I love this quilt! The 
apple stitching is the cherry on top!”  Dominick is excited for another reason—he and his 
fiancé recently learned they are expecting. The Apple Quilt may become a baby quilt. 
Congratulations to Dominick for winning the quilt, and a second congratulations to the two 
of them for their new baby on the way. We hold them all in our prayers.  
 
The signed Glass Fish Sculpture was donated by Nina Blackwell. This object of art was 
something special that Nina wanted to give for a special cause. It was won by Krista 
Kenehan, who used to be Krista Oberg. Krista now lives in Huntington Beach, but she 
says Tehachapi is her home. As a child, she attended Sunday School at Tehachapi 
Community Church (about 50 years ago!). She has fond memories of being in our church. 
Krista is excited to win this work of art. She says, "I just love it!!" 
 
The opportunity drawing was amazing for our booth!   In addition, our congregation 
particularly enjoyed helping children to decorate apples and blow bubbles. It was a 
wonderful weekend!  —Susan Stuart 
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   TCC Alternative Church Services 
 

Following is the article and the picture which was been submitted to The 
Loop and the Tehachapi News. 
 
Originating with the Aztecs in Mexico about 3000 years ago, Dia de los 
Muertos, or Day of the Dead, has become a special celebration of the 
cycle of human life, love, and death in other parts of the world and around 
the U. S.  Although the dates of celebration are close, Day of the Dead 
bears no historical or modern connection to Halloween. Instead, it is a 
revered tradition that joyfully welcomes the spirits of loved ones to reunite 
with family members through the generations. 
 
On Sundays which fall on the fifth Sunday of the month, Tehachapi 
Community Church (TCC) members themselves create an alternative 
church service. On October 30, many church members and friends 
enjoyed pooling their talents to create a meaningful Dia de los Muertos 
celebration with a beautiful ofrenda, or altar, which members filled with 
photographs and possessions that reminded them of their dearly 
departed. Two members spoke of theirs:  Julie Bulloch of her husband, 
Walter; Ed Bullard of his father.  
 
Along with an informative and 
interactive Day of the Dead slide  
show, hymns and Mexican music,  
many marvelous foods were provided 
by the members. Particularly delicious 
were Barry Joseph's homemade 'pan  
de muerto' and Mary Horton's fresh-
baked skull cookies. A good time was 
had by all.  Attendees loved the idea  
of this celebration and asked that it 
become a tradition. 
 
Jan Roberts 
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                                                                             Dave Lasley 
 

I was born in Orlando, FL. We only lived there for a short time. My parents and I 
then moved to St. Louis when I was very little. My father was in plastics sales, and 
my mom was a secretary for McDonnell Douglas. After a few more years, we then 
moved to Wichita, KS. While there, my parents adopted my sister, Judi, who was 
22 months old. After another year or so, we then moved to a suburb of Dallas, in 
1967. My dad was doing well with his work. We had a new modern home, nice 
cars, color console television, and a touch-tone push button phone! My mom 
stayed home and was a housewife. We had a ski boat, and went camping and 
water skiing frequently in the summer. We were an up-and-coming family then. I 
attended Grace Lutheran Elementary school for two years and was baptized at 
Grace Lutheran Church (Mo. Synod). In late1970, at the age of ten, we again 
moved with my dad, who was doing well in the plastics industry. We moved to 
Tarzana, CA.  
 
My parents shortly separated, and then divorced, after that. My dad traveled so 
much for his sales territory, and that was hard on my mom. Life was difficult for 
me then. I knew I was different compared to other boys, and I was not good at any 
sports. It was hard on my mom being single, raising me on her own and working, 
and she had to deal with her demons. However, during this time, I completed the 
Lutheran confirmation classes and was able to take communion. 
 
My dad remarried, and I really liked my new stepmom. I moved in with them in 
1973 in Saugus, CA. I did really well in school, and eventually found a sport I was 
good at, Track. I began to finally find some acceptance among boys at school, 
and to have some male friends. From there, we moved to Northridge in 1975; a 
big house with a swimming pool. I went to high school there, worked after school 
jobs, and became more social. I knew then that life would be OK for me, even 
though I knew I was gay.  
 
I graduated from high school, and took some college courses, but work became 
very important to me; that was my focus. When I was 20, I started work at Pacific 
Telephone in San Jose. I was a telephone operator working on an advanced new 
telephone call assistance service called TSPS. I would handle 800 to 1000 calls a 
day, from local to international. I worked at the 'phone company' for 33 years. I 
wore many hats and had many jobs. I was promoted to management in 1999 in 
the Business Office. When I left, I was a Senior Project Manager with Billing 
Operations Finance.  
 
 
                   [continued on Page 9] 
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[continued from Page 8] 
 
 
Barry and I met in Berkeley in 2007. We bought a home together in 2015, in 
Brentwood. I have family in Bakersfield and Tehachapi, and my sister lived in 
Stallion Springs at the time. Barry really liked the area when we visited Tehachapi. 
So we moved here in 2020, after I had retired from a Financial Services position I 
held for 5 years, when I left AT&T. The move ended up not being good timing with 
the onset of COVID19, but everything was already in motion, right before the 
pandemic hit. Sadly, my sister passed in September 2020 from cancer. So at least 
I had some time with her while we lived here, and I remain close to her five sons 
and their families 
 
We are so glad to have found the church. The people are all so nice and 
welcoming, and it brings me peace and joy. We are involved with Kiwanis here, 
and still with Concord in Northern California.  
 
Barry and I enjoy warm tropical vacations and love being home bodies during our 
retirement. We also enjoy our swimming pool in the summer. Barry is an avid 
gardener and landscaper with our yard, and we both enjoy all of the wildlife that 
visit us.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________ 
 
**Editor’s Note:  Dave and Barry officially joined the church last month, and TCC is 
thrilled to have them!  Look for Barry’s profile in an upcoming edition of the Whistle! 
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