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   TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH  -  UCC 

100 East “E” Street    (661) 822-4443   office@tehachapicommunitychurch.org   
Rev. Donella Silveira, Pastor 

                                           
 

August - 2022 
                      

                       Moderator’s Message 
 

The Sundays in July looked a little different this year. Let’s think 
about it together. We had layperson services this month that focused 
on religious freedom, asking questions that spark thinking, and 
answering questions in ways that bring others into the conversation, 
not shut them out. 
 
We had a wonderful service from Pastor Keslinn that helped us to 
see that the Good Smaraitan relied on others to help, and 
emphasized how we can work together to spread kindness and 
compassion. 
 
We will end July with a very different service on the 31st. It will be all 
abount change. Remember that we are not changing why we exist, 
our vision or values, but we are starting to embrace discussions on 
HOW we do things. We want to be a vibrant church that sends out 
loving messages to our community that God is still listening. 
 
Nancy Franklin 
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TCC Annual “Friendship Dinner” at the Mulligan Room 
 

Our annual “Friendship Dinner” was held on Saturday evening,     
July 16th, at the new Mulligan Room patio in Bear Valley Springs. 
Although it was a little warm, the patio cover, ceiling fans, and nice 
breeze made for a pleasant evening.  There were 26 of us, including 
a few guests. We ate, drank, and were even serenaded on the guitar 
by our own Todd Shuman. As always, it was a great chance to visit 
with some people that we don’t normally see, and/or catch up with 
those who we do. (Photos courtesy of Dave Lasley & Laurie Betts) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                 

 



 

`August 2022 Whistle          Page 3 

 
                           Women Who Wine (or Not) WWW 

 
The 3rd Sunday of August, August 21st, our usual day for our 
gathering, is the day we are having our church service at 4-Island 
Lake in BVS. That will be a big occasion with a potluck and games 
for all ages, which Linda hopes we will all participate in. After that 
we may be too pooped and want to go home. However, if any of  
us wants to stay to visit, I will be there!  Laurie, 559-259-3236 

          Remembering Church Groups from the Past  

                                                     by Phyllis Belcher 
 

I was noticing a quilt on my bed and the fine hand quilting that created the 
interesting patterns on both sides. Who would do such work today? Then I 
remembered how Mother Belcher used scrap pieces to assemble quilt tops, but 
she didn’t do the finishing as she grew older. She gave me various tops for quilts, 
but I certainly didn’t know how to complete the work.  
 
However, there was a group of about 5 or 6 women members of this church who 
gathered one day every week to visit and quilt. They set up a quilting frame in the 
meeting room and did that fine hand stitching for several hours. They charged 
maybe $20 which went to the church treasury. They said they probably earned 
about 5 cents an hour, but it was the fellowship they enjoyed. This was during the 
70’s and gradually the members aged. I don’t believe any of those quilters are still 
alive, but their work is still appreciated by those who benefited from their 
dedication. 

 
   

                                               The new church office email address is: 
              office@tehachapicommunitychurch.org 

                                                               ♦ ♦ ♦ 
 

How to access the service on YouTube: 
 

                    1. On your computer, open your browser (i.e., Google) 
                             2. Once your browser is open, type the following in the address line:     
                                             tehachapicommunitychurch.org/youtube  
                     3. On Sunday, at 10:30 a.m., you will be able to access the worship  
         service at that site. 
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4-Island Lake Service 
 

Our annual lake service will be held at 4-Island Lake (BVS) on Sunday, 
August 21st, which is Tehachapi Mountain Festival weekend. (For those 
of you who are new, it’s pretty noisy around the church that weekend.)  
Services will begin at 10:30 a.m., and will be held in the grassy area by 
the parking lot, right by the water. It will be followed by picnic games (for 
all ages) and a potluck lunch. Wear your picnic attire, and please bring a 
lawn chair or blanket to sit on. Also, bring a dish (or two) to share, along 
with a service spoon, and something to drink.   

Please RSVP to Linda Flores (no later than August 18th) if you need a 
gate pass.  Even if you don’t, please RSVP so we can get an idea of how 
many people to expect. We will be sending out directions as it gets 
closer, but feel free to contact Linda if you have any questions or need 
more information (linda31591@att.net or (661) 821-0621). 
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                      Social Justice Team News 
The Social Justice Team staffed a table during the LGBTQ+ Pride event, and 
provided information about our church, including letting them know we are 
supportive of the LGBTQ+ community. We were well-received, and it was a joyous 
event!  Since Pride, we have had several new people come to church services and 
events. Helen McAllister painted a dragon on top of the world, and at Pride, she 
donated her painting to a member of Rainbow Dragons, a group of LGBTQ+ 
youth.  
 
The Social Justice team met July 16.   

We are exploring the idea of having a booth at the Apple Festival.   

We want the community to “see” us so we are looking at  
various clothing choices that can be worn to special 
events. One of the choices could be visors with 
Tehachapi Community Church; God is Still Speaking. We 
could wear them at special events to let the community 
know who we are.   

As part of our efforts, we are researching best practices in 
safe participation in events, including dealing with people 
who are disruptive.     

We want to encourage members of our congregation to 
become election poll workers.  

If you are interested in detailed minutes from your Social 
Justice Team, please ask Susan Stuart or Nancy 
Franklin.   
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  1 – Edith Jones                        
  5 – Julia Orrantia 
14 – Aiden Jones 
15 – Gabriel Lohnes 
20 – Geoff Lohnes 
22 – Melissa Kitchell 
27 – Charles Rodriquez 
29 – Laurie Betts 


