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November—2021
ADVENT—FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT
November is a busy month, beginning with All Saints on November 1, Reign of
Christ on November 21, and the beginning of a new church year on November 28,
which is the First Sunday in Advent.
During the liturgical year we have moved from yearning for Christ to come, to
Jesus’ birth, ministry, death, resurrection, ascension and, finally, Christ enthroned
over all creation—from beginning to end. But the story isn’t over. Jesus has
promised to return.
Our church year begins with Advent, four Sundays before Christmas, when we
long for the coming of the Messiah, the Anointed One.
Throughout biblical history the people of God has been captives. Remember
Egypt, then Assyria, Babylon, and Rome. “Who will save us?” they cry to God. “We
live in dark times and we cannot see where we go. Who will bring us into the light?”
The season of Advent reminds us of the dark tiimes. Then we rremember,
“THE PEOPLE WHO WALKED IN DARKNESS HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT.”
We have only ot listen to the news to know that we are again living in a time of
deep darkness. Think of those held in captivity today. Think of us as we are held
captive to sin. We cry out, “Who will save us? We live in dark times and we cannot
see where we go. Who will bring us light?” then we remember, CHRIST HAS
DIED, CHRIST IS RISEN, CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN.
[continued on next page]
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As the people of the first Advent cried out for the coming of a savior, so we today
cry out for Jesus’ promised return to lead us out of darkness into the light. We
remember Jesus entering the world, and long for Jesus to come again. Maranatha!
We live in Advent times.
There are signs and symbols to help us remember what these weeks are about.
The Advent wreath is made of a circle of evergreen branches; the circle and green
symbolizing life eternal.
Another sign is the color blue. Blue is the color of hope. Blue covers the altar.
Pastor’s stole is blue. The cnaldes are blue. Times are dark, but we have hope!
The lighting of one more cnadle each week reminds us of the dawning light.
In some traditions a rose-colored candle is used as the third candle. The third
Sunday is Gaudete, or Rejoice Sunday. Rose is the color of joy. We remember
Mary as she rejoices at the news that she will give birth to the Savior of the World.
Another tradition is to place a white pillar candle in the center of the wreath. This is
the Christ candle, which is not lit until Christmas and then is used throughout the
season of Christmas.
This year, Advent takes us into the Gospel of Luke. This church year we will hear
the engaging stories as told by this great storyteller, and we will be challenged by
the readings from the Gospel of John.
The wonderful season of Advent walks us from the darkness of sin into the light of
Christ. As the rpophet Isaiah tells us:
THE PEOPLE WHO WALKED IN DARKNESS HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT!
Advent Hope and Blessings as we await our Savior’s holy birth.

Pastor Donella
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SALVATION ARMY'S THANKSGIVING DINNERS
TCC has been supporting the local Salvation Army's (SA) program of providing a complete Thanksgiving dinner to less fortunate members of our community for probably at
least 20 years. Again this year, we will ask for your support to continue that tradition. Through the years we have done everything from collecting various dinner items
from members of the congregation to asking for donations to purchase the list of items
which the Salvation Army provides to and going out and shopping at the supermarkets
for ten of each item and delivering it all to the S.A., In the last three years, we have
instead been giving the SA a generous cash donation from us all. We also solicit
support from our three supermarkets to provide us with gift cards which we pass along
with our cash donations. For the last eleven years, we have usually received $100 from
Albertsons and $50 from Save Mart; and last year we received $100 from Walmart!
Please provide your check, clearly marked for Thanksgiving donation in the memo
section, either to the offering no later than Sunday, November 21st, or mail it to the
church at 100 East E St., also clearly marked to be received in the office no later than
Friday, November 19th. Or a 3rd option is to use the “On-Line” link that’s on the
website: there’s a place you can designate ‘fundraiser’ (vs. church) if you want. Your
support has always been very generous, so I thank you in advance for taking part.
I also remind you that we support our Salvation Army at Christmas with their Angel
Tag program with our cash donations for the less fortunate children. I will remind you
of this in December's Whistle.—Laurie Betts

WOMEN WHO WINE--OR NOT (WWW)
On the third Sunday in October, nine of us women of TCC met at
noon on the patio of Big Papa's. We had the large, pleasant patio
all to ourselves on a beautiful day. The menu was great and a good
time was had by all. Please join us on the third Sunday sometime
soon to have fun with your women friends at TCC!
Again, we will make the decision about next month's WWW gathering on
November 21st as the weather reveals itself. We have all decided that, to
accommodate Pastor Donella when she can join us, we will get together right
after church at a venue convenient to TCC. So I'll be in touch a few days
before the 21st to let you know where.—Laurie Betts
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BLUE CHRISTMAS GATHERING
Sunday, December 19, 2021
1:00 p.m.
As the song says, Christmas is the most wonderful
time of the year … that is unless you are struggling
with depression, grief, worry, loneliness, or any of a
host of sad feelings.
Maybe you just love the Christmas season, but are
tired of the carols playing in every store, the pressure of
cleaning, decorating, and card writing. Maybe you are longing for just half an
hour or so of quiet time … time to meditate, to thin, to rest your eyes, to
remember what Christmas is really about before returning to the craziness
Christmas becomes.
If you are struggling, or if you are just looking for some quiet in the midst of
the Christmas rush, this service is for you. We will hear what the Scriptures
say about comfort and peace, sit quietly in meditation, pray for each other,
offer support to each other, and remember that Jesus’ coming is for those in
pain and those caught in the rush of life.
The Blue Christmas Service does not replace the Sunday morning service of
the fourth Sunday of Advent. Come to worship at 10:30 a.m., have fellowship
over coffee, get some lunch, and then return for a service quiet meditation.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
Summary:

September 2021

Income:

$10,175.11

Expenses:

$ 5,278.10

Net

$ 4,889.51

Offering:

$ 7,424.28

Bank of the Sierra (September 30, 2021)
Savings:

$ 23,998.19

Capital Fund:

$ 20,000.09

Checking:

$ 17,343.08

Total:

$ 61,341.36

Notes:
1 - The revenue increase was due to a lump sum IRA distribution offering. We are
near our budget income of $6,951 per month, and slightly better than budgete for
expenses.
2 - The Quilt Raffle raised $1,000 for a total of $1,077 for Pearls of Africa; the
Memorial Fund has $789.04; Noisey Money has $77, and the Tree Fund ahs $25, for
a total of $1,968.04 in designated funds. A $1,000 check has been sent to p;earls of
Africa from the Global Missions account, with a notation of the Qauilt Raffle.
3 - On-line giving is alive and well at Tithely.com if you are unable to bring your
offering to church or forget to use the pony express. For those with accounts, it’s a
no brainer, and for new users, simply log in to Tithely.com and create a free account,
and make your offering with a credit/debit card.
Thank you all for your financial support.
Respectfully,
Porter Underwood
Treasurer
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Dorothy F. Pine
Dorothy Fern Kerr was born on December 9, 1929, in Holloway,
Minnesota and graduated from Hamline University. Dorothy
married her husband , Clifford Pine, on June 3, 1950, in
Minneapolis. They then moved to Denver, Colorado, where Cliff
attended the Iliff School of Theology. Their son Patrick was born
there in 1951. Then Cliff and Dorothy moved to Lyons, Colorado,
for his first post as a Methodist minister. Their daughter Margaret
(Peggy) was born there in 1954.
After helping her husband with ministerial duties in Iowa, Dorothy and her family
moved to Spokane, Washington, in 1959, where their daughter Pamela was born in
1960. The Pine family moved to Humboldt County, California, just before the Great
Flood of 1964. Dorothy was a devoted mother and wife, always treating her family
and people around her —as well as those less fortunate—with great love, respect
and care. She helped to arrange church events, was active in the League of
Women Voters, and worked as a substitute school teacher for Eureka City Schools.
After leaving the Pacific Northwest, Dorothy and Clifford travelled extensively while
living in a motorhome and were involved in many social justice causes. Their deep
involvement in the Sanctuary Movement led them to settle in Tucson, Arizona, and
later in Gila outside of Silver City, New Mexico. Dorothy and her close friend, Elna
Otter, co-authored and published The Sanctuary Experience in 2004. In her later
years, Dorothy was active in the Friends Meeting (the Religious Society of Friends,
known as Quakers) in Silver City.
Dorothy was a talented and creative seamstress and quilter. In her final years, she
lived in a retirement community near Portland, Oregon, where she enjoyed playing
bingo and winning at card games and being part of sewing and writing groups. She
passed away at Whitewood Gardens in Portland, Oregon, on October 11, 2021.
She is survived by her son, Patrick Pine (Deborah Pine), daughter Margaret
“Peggy” Otake (Yuichi Otake), and daughter Pamela Pine, as well as seven
grandchildren, four great-grandsons, her sister-in-law, and several nieces and a
nephew. Dorothy will always be remembered for her kind, generous, and tolerant
nature.
An online memorial service will be held on Saturday, December 4, 6 p.m. Pacific
Standard Time (December 5, 11 a.m. Japan Time, 9 a.m. Thailand Time.) Those
who would like to take part may contact Pat, Peggy, or Pam for the online link.
Donations in memory of Dorothy may be made to: Gila Friends Meeting, PO Box
839, Silver City, N.M. 88062

November 2021 Whistle

Page 6

313 17 21 23 25 -

Wayne Thompson
Victoria Lohnes
Jan Combs
Patrick Pine (70th!)
Porter Underwood
Claire Hammons
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