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The Tradition of the Jesse Tree
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out
of his roots. - Isaiah 11:1
Long before Martin Luther decroated
the first Christmas tree, Christians
celebrated the birth of Jesus with the
Jesse Tree. As early as the eleventh
century, artists used symbols to
represent the ancestry of Jesus.
Often Jesse is pictured lying on the
ground with a tree growing out of his
side. The tree is decoratedwith
symbols that represent Jesus’ family
tree, and retell the history of God’s
plan of salvation.
I am sending a separate email that contains a list of devotions based
on the Jesse Tree for each day in Advent through Christmas Day. You
may want to create your own Jesse Tree using a branch, album, hanger
for a mobile, etc. Cutout ornamentswill be available at church, or you
may create your own. There may be several possible symbols, such as
an ark or a rainbow, for the story of Noah.
More information is available on line. Parents may look under Printable
Jesse Tree Ornaments, especially the set from Faithward, for symbols
to color.
Pastor Donella
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(Continued from Page 1)

PLEASE NOTE DAY CHANGE: We will
be meeting on Tuesday, December 7th,
at 10:30 a.m.

BLUE CHRISTMAS—December 19th, at 1:00 p.m.
This short service of Scripture and prayer is for anyone who may be
struggling, or anyone who is looking for a time and
place for quiet reflection and meditation. It is
healthy to take a moment to step away from the
business of the Christmas season and ponder
the meaning of the birth of Christ.

CHRISTMAS EVE - December 24 at 4:00 p.m. - Candlelight
Service of Lessons & Carols
CHRISTMAS DAY - No Service - Enjoy time with friends & family
DECEMBER 26TH - First Sunday in Christmas - Worship at
10:30 a.m.in the Church
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Children Returning to Church
Children are coming back to Church after the Covid shut-down. Pastor
Donella meets them during worship At the Steps and has an interactive
"mini sermon," which is also enjoyed by the adults.
Afterwards the children go to Sunday School which is being planned by
Deidre Harris. She needs additional help and welcomes volunteers. Contact
Deidre or Pastor Donella if you are willing to help.

Women Who Wine (WWW) or Not
December 19th is the third Sunday in December,
so let's gather to celebrate the holidays! As usual,
we will gather somewhere for lunch soon after
church, about NOON.
I'll email you before that date when we know the weather to plan a
venue. Please suggest your favorite venue! Just so that we can get
lunch!
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SALVATION ARMY’S ANGEL TAG PROGRAM
As you probably know, the Angel Tag program is
another Salvation Army project which we have
supported for many years. This carefully managed
program accepts applications from less fortunate
families in our community to provide gifts for the children
in the family. Because many in our congregation are
not participating in person with TCC activities, instead
of fulfilling individual gift requests for the children, we will
collect funds so that we can make a cash contribution for
purchase of gifts (for example, for older children) by the
Salvation Army.
As you have graciously done for the Salvation Army's Thanksgiving meals
program, would you please consider a cash donation for this worthwhile
project? It is a great way to play Santa! You may place your check in the
offering, or send it to 100 East E Street, or you may make a contribution
online at TCCCUCC.org, marked for Fundraiser. All funds need to be
received by Sunday, December 19th.—Laurie Rude Betts

Congratulations
Our fellow church member and friend was recently
recognized at a ceremony honoring recent inductees to
the Skateboarding Hall of Fame located in Simi Valley.
Terry was a competitive skateboarder when younger and
was inducted in 2020. Due to the pandemic, induction
ceremonies for that class was delayed.
This is a unique honor that few have achieved. I know
you all will join me in congratulating Terry.
Patrick Pine
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ONCE AGAIN, THE TCC CONGREGATION
IS VERY GENEROUS
Each year we ask you in the congregation to donate to the Salvation Army's
Thanksgiving dinner project, and each year you come through. But this year your
donations were exceptionally generous, with a total of $690!! With the concurrence
of Leadership, we gave the Salvation Army $350 of the $690 you donated, to leave
a good amount for their Angel Tag Program at Christmas, to which we also have
made a large donation through the years. See the previous article in this Whistle
regarding Christmas.
Below is the article I submitted to The Loop and to the Tehachapi News each year
for the last 11 years during which they have been adding to our support of the
Salvation Army, with Albertsons giving us a $100 gift card usually, and Save Mart
usually giving a $50 gift card. Of course, they also do a great deal throughout the
year to support the S. A. Last year we received a $100 gift card from Walmart but
not this year.
Here is a copy of the article/Letter to the Editor which will hopefully appear next
issue:
____
Our two hometown supermarkets, Albertsons and Save Mart, are really generous to
our community in supporting good-deed efforts. This is the eleventh year we have
experienced this support from them!
My church, Tehachapi Community Church, has been collecting from our
congregation to provide Thanksgiving dinners for the Salvation Army for distribution
to less fortunate families. When called on, Save Mart and, especially, Albertsons
came through in a big way. We in Tehachapi are fortunate to have many
hometown businesses which have been so helpful over many years. And this is the
season to be thankful to the Tehachapi charities, particularly the tremendous efforts
of the Salvation Army.
These are but a few of the multitude of reasons why Tehachapi is such a great
place to live!
____
Hello, Loop Newspaper, would you please publish the
attached article with this picture? Pictured are Sandy
Chavez, Salvation Army Center Coordinator; and Kyle
Yates, Salvation Army Youth Coordinator, receiving a
check from the congregation of Tehachapi Community
Church and gift cards from Albertsons and Save Mart.
Thank you!
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Pictured here is the Quinceanera
for Sarah Espinosa and her family.
What is a Quinceanera? Basically, it is a celebration of a Latin American
girl’s 15th birthday. It has its cultural roots in Mexico and it’s a big deal for
the family! It can be compared to a wedding celebration.
Traditionally this birthday is celebrated differently from any other as it
marks the transition from childhood to coming of age into young
womanhood. It begins with a religious ceremony in a church and then is
followed by a reception where friends and family gather together. The
festivities include food, music, dancing and ceremonial traditions.
This is usually an expensive event for the family. Our Friendship Hall
provides a less expensive venue for Tehachapi residents. Hopefully,
more families will use this venue for these celebrations.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
September 2021
Income:

$ 7,563.61

Expenses:

$ 6,230.34

Net

$ 1,333.27

Offerings:

$ 4,642.28

January—October YTD
Income:

$69,818.99

Expenses:

$ 58,195.59

Net

$11,623.40

Bank of the Sierra—October 31
Savings:

$23,998.19

Capital Fund:

$20,000.09

Checking:

$20,107.52

Total:

$64,105.80

Notes:
1. $1,700 was spent on stucco repairs for the bell tower ($1,200) and Friendship
Hall ($500)..
2. The budget monthly offering *$4,629) is close to actual ($4,611) YTD.
3. Facility use and house rental has averaged $2,340 for the past four months,
slightly better than budget.
4. Monthly net income is $855 better than budget YTD.
Regards,
Porter Underwood
Treasurer
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Environmental Impact of Electric Cars
I’ve read and heard many opinions about the environmental impact of electric
vehicles. Here are some myths and facts to consider.
Myth: Electric vehicles are worse for the climate than gasoline cars because of the
power plant emissions.
Fact: Electric vehicles typically have a smaller carbon footprint than gasoline cars,
even when accounting for the electricity used for charging.
Electric vehicles (EVs) have no tailpipe emissions. Generating the electricity used
to charge EVs, however, may create carbon pollution. The amount varies widely
based on how local power is generated, e.g., using coal or natural gas, which emit
carbon pollution, versus renewable resources like wind or solar, which do not.
Even accounting for these electricity emissions, research shows that an EV is
typically responsible for lower levels of greenhouse gases (GHGs) than an
average new gasoline car. To the extent that more renewable energy sources like
wind and solar are used to generate electricity, the total GHGs associated with
EVs could be even lower. EPA and DOE’s Beyond Tailpipe Emissions Calculator
can help you estimate the greenhouse gas emissions associated with charging
and driving an EV or a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV) where you live. You
can select an EV or PHEV model and type in your zip code to see the CO2
emissions and how they stack up against those associated with a gasoline car.
Myth: Electric vehicles are worse for the climate than gasoline cars because of
battery manufacturing.
Fact: The greenhouse gas emissions associated with an electric vehicle over its
lifetime are typically lower than those from an average gasoline-powered vehicle,
even when accounting for manufacturing. Some studies have shown that making
a typical electric vehicle (EV) can create more carbon pollution than making a
gasoline car. This is because of the additional energy required to manufacture an
EV’s battery. Still, over the lifetime of the vehicle, total greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions associated with manufacturing, charging, and driving an EV are typically
lower than the total GHGs associated with a gasoline car. That’s because EVs
have zero tailpipe emissions and are typically responsible for significantly fewer
GHGs during operation (see Myth 1 above). For example, researchers at
Argonne National Laboratory estimated emissions for both a gasoline car and an
EV with a 300-mile electric range. In their estimates, while GHGs from EV
manufacturing are higher, total GHGs for the EV are still lower than those for the
gasoline car.
[continued on next page]
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Are electric vehicles greener?
The short answer is yes — but their full green potential
is still many years away. Experts broadly agree that
electric vehicles create a lower carbon footprint over the
course of their lifetime than do cars and trucks that use
traditional, internal combustion engines.
Last year, researchers from the universities of
Cambridge, Exeter and Nijmegen in The Netherlands found that in 95% of the
world, driving an electric car is better for the environment than driving a gasolinepowered car.
Electricity grids in most of the world are still powered by fossil fuels such as coal or
oil, and EVs depend on that energy to get charged. Separately, EV battery
production remains an energy-intensive process.
A study from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Energy Initiative found
that the battery and fuel production for an EV generates higher emissions than the
manufacturing of a gas powered car. But those higher environmental costs are
offset by EVs’ superior energy efficiency over time.
In short, the total emissions per mile for battery-powered cars are lower than
comparable cars with internal combustion engines.
“If we are going to take a look at the current situation, in some countries, electric
vehicles are better even with the current grid,” Sergey Paltsev, a senior research
scientist at the MIT Energy Initiative and one of the study’s authors, told CNBC.
Paltsev explained that the full benefits of EVs will be realized only after the
electricity sources become renewable, and it might take several decades for that to
happen.
Electric vehicles are an evolving technology. It will take time for their positive
impact on the Earth to be fully realized.
Cheryl Harris
_______________________________________________________________
Sources: United States Environmental Protection Agency; CNBC
Disclaimer: Almost all of the above info is directly copied from the above sources.

November 2021 Whistle

Page 9

2 - Margie Underwood
6 - Carol Casey Newell
Liam Sanderlin
Molly Sherman
8 - Tommy Baker
Robyn thompson
21 - Josephine Trillo
26 - Peter Betts (80 years young!)
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