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   TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH  -  UCC 

100 East “E” Street    (661) 822-4443   office@tehachapi-ucc.org   
Rev. Donella Silveira, Pastor 

                                                             
October 2021 
 
 
 
The earth is the Lord’s and ALL that is in it…Psalm 24:1a 
 
 
God created the universe and declared it to be good. In fact, as we read Genesis, 
God spent several days creating animals. Then God gives the care of animals, as 
well as the entire environment, to humanity.  
 
The Bible is filled with stories of animals saving humans. A donkey saves Balaam 
from an angel. A big fish saves Jonah. A raven feeds starving Elijah. A donkey 
carries Mary to Bethlehem.  
 
In the 12th century, at a time when little notice nor care was given to animals, 
Giovanni Francisco di Bernadoni was born to wealthy Italian parents. He grew up 
a spoiled, privileged young man until he went to war and experienced the horrors 
of conflict. He came home to renounce his wealth and to travel with beggars until 
he set off on his own using the name Francis. He honored nature and animals who 
were drawn to his gentle ways. As stories about him spread he gathered followers.  
These men became the Franciscan Order. His close association with Claire led to 
the women’s Order of St. Claires. The Catholic Church has named both Francis 
and Claire as saints.  
 
October 4, has been designated as the day to commemorate St. Francis. It has be-
come a tradition to bless animals on the Sunday closest to Oct. 4th. Animal bless-

ings are not only Christian. Rites for animal blessing are found in Islam, Judaism, 
and Shintoism. I visited a Shinto shrine to cats while in Japan. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
 

We will celebrate Blessing of the Animals on Sunday, October 
3rd.  Weather permitting, we will be outside.  The entire ser-
vice is built around animals and the environment.  You are in-
vited to bring your pet for a blessing.  Please be sure your ani-
mal is well contained. We want no tears over lost animals. 
 

HEY KIDS!  You are especially invited to come.  Not every-
one has a pet, so you can bring a stuffed animal or favorite toy for a blessing.  
Hope to see you and your family on Oct. 3rd. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Donella 

UPCOMING CALENDAR: 
 

 
Saturday, October 2nd:  Men’s Group, Friendship Hall, 10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday, October 3rd:  Trustees Meeting, CEB, after church  

 
Wednesday, October 6th:  Called to Care, Church Office, 10:30 a.m.  
 
Sunday, October 17th:  Women Who Wine, TBD 
 
Thursday, October 21st:  Leadership Team Meeting, 4:00 p.m. (via Zoom) 
 
Sunday, October 24th:  Monthly “Potluck” (Sack Lunch) 
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

    2  -  Hal Morgan 

    9  - Richard Pearson 

  13  - Adam Dye 

  14  - Carlyn Grantham 

  15  - Claudia White 

  17  - Jennifer Buchanan 

  22  - Chris Fickes 

   

 

 

 

  22  - Karen St. John 

  23 - Catherine Jones 

  25 - Elin Jones 

  26 - Cameryn Stein 

  27 - Linda Flores 

  28 - Eli Jones 
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GLOBAL MISSIONS GOES LOCAL 
 

If the ongoing pandemic has taught us anything, it is how small our world 
is--and yet, how far apart we can be. With that in mind, the Global Mis-
sions Team hopes to bring our church and community a bit closer in love 
and caring.  This month until Halloween Sunday, October 31st, we will be 
collecting personal items to donate to our local Salvation Army.   
 

They are always in need of toiletries, dental items, and hygiene products, preferably 
travel size.  (You may have some complimentary ones from a recent hotel stay or visit to 
the dentist.)  They also receive requests for: reading glasses, socks, slip on shoes, 
combs/brushes, individual containers of laundry detergent, snacks, and easily opened 
containers of food—which don’t require refrigeration or heating up.  The Salvation Ar-
my distributes these things to people in need.  Please drop your donations in the Fall-
themed box near the doors to Friendship Hall any time.  
 

Thank you, as always, for showing TCCs faith in action! 

HELP WANTED PLEASE 
 

Pastoral/Parish Team is compiling a list of persons who may 
be interested in serving as liturgists occasionally.  Ushers are 
also needed to assist Jim Carmichael, our faithful head usher.  
Please contact Phyllis Belcher at phbel@prodigy.net if you can 
assist with any of these needs. 
 

 
 
 
 
Thank you for all the wonderful cards, emails and phone calls I received during the 
past few weeks from many of my TCC friends.  Your thoughtfulness is very much 
appreciated!  I look forward to seeing many of you now that I'm back to 
work!  Thanks so much for all your support! 

 - Sandy Dameron 

“A CELEBRATION OF LIFE” 
For Al Dameron... 

 

will be held on Saturday, October 9th, at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Tehachapi Church of the Nazarene 

19016 Highline Road  

mailto:phbel@prodigy.net
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GLOBAL MISSIONS UPDATE, Part 1 
- Jan Roberts 

 

The U.S.-Mexico border has been closed for many months because of 
the pandemic. In early 2020, TCC members donated socks, clothing, 
and other useful items intended for residents of Las Memorias AIDS/TB 
shelter in Tijuana. When a trip there had to be cancelled, the donations 
were stored away. Rather than let those donations go unused any long-

er, our dear church friends Nancy and Danny Romero will distribute the donated items to 
those in need within the local Spanish-speaking community, honoring the original gener-
ous intent of the donors. Thank you all for caring for others, no matter who or where. 

WOMEN WHO WINE (WWW) or not!!   
- Laurie Betts 

 

Our third Sunday women's group will meet in October on the 17th.  We 
will make the decision about the venue depending on COVID and the 
weather, so stay tuned!  All Tehachapi women are invited, so come and 
bring along a friend to this special group as we check in with one anoth-
er about noon. 

ONE-PERSON FUNDRAISER  
 
As she has done before with daughter Jennifer, Mary Hor-

ton volunteered again this year to sell parking spaces in the 
TCC parking lot on Sunday of the Mountain Festival, even though 

Jennifer is gone to college!  Mary also sold bottled water and raised $164 
for TCC.  Cheryl H. served as relief.  Thank you, Mary! 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
--Laurie Betts & Jan Roberts  

 

Sunday, October 10th: Christmas Cards for Vets. 
 

Like we did in 2019, let's join Marty Pay and our city to show ap-
preciation for  military veterans, sending holiday greetings to those 
who have served.  After church, you're invited to enjoy yummy ice 
cream sandwiches--courtesy of Laurie--and to sign  Christmas 
cards which will be delivered to vets in December.  Our challenge: exceed TCCs 2019 card 
total of 400 signed cards!  We need donations of cards--just bring them with you--but 
please no glitter, and only seasonal art and messages: Happy Holidays, Peace, etc. 
 
Look for more information about this project in the Tehachapi News soon.  Let's give real 
meaning to "Thank you for your service!" 
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We are pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in des-
pair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 
 

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 

Global Missions, Part 2 
  by Jan Roberts 

 

You may remember in May this year when Pastor Donella prayed for the many 
thousands of people in the Congo who had just suffered a devastating volcanic 
eruption and 100s of violent earthquakes.  Paul Turner, who I met in 2014 before 
he left on this challenging mission, has served the affected area for Global Minis-
tries for over eight years.  Please use the attached link to read Paul's sobering 
update on conditions there--from natural disasters, Covid-19, rampant violence, 
and the sudden death of their beloved spiritual leader.  (https://
www.globalministries.org/the-church-of-christ-in-congo-eglise-du-christ-au-
congo-ecc-in-north-kivu-responds-to-the-volcanic-eruption-in-goma/.)  Then 
contemplate how his favorite scripture of resilience and courage can apply to 
each of us.   

https://www.globalministries.org/the-church-of-christ-in-congo-eglise-du-christ-au-congo-ecc-in-north-kivu-responds-to-the-volcanic-eruption-in-goma/
https://www.globalministries.org/the-church-of-christ-in-congo-eglise-du-christ-au-congo-ecc-in-north-kivu-responds-to-the-volcanic-eruption-in-goma/
https://www.globalministries.org/the-church-of-christ-in-congo-eglise-du-christ-au-congo-ecc-in-north-kivu-responds-to-the-volcanic-eruption-in-goma/
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CONSERVATION IN THE KITCHEN  
– by Robyn Thompson, with Editing by Chris Rush 

 

Imagine... 
 

It is the busy holiday season and you are driving with the family towards 
home, everyone thinking about what to have for dinner.  The family is leaning to-
wards fast food, but you are thinking about what would be best for a sustainable earth.  
You tell the family, “Sorry, we are going to eat what we already have at home”.  You almost change 
your mind knowing how busy you are with the holiday season’s reign-of-terror, but no, you stick to 
your guns.  Let’s do what’s right for the planet.   
 

You arrive home but are not feeling very creative.  Ah, they wanted hamburgers for dinner, so what 
would Michael Pollan do?   You think to yourself: I do have that grass fed beef I bought from that 
local farm off Banducci Road.  What other ingredients do I already have for making hamburgers?  
The kids don’t much like onions and garlic but John does.  I’ll add some to his that I bought at the 
produce stand in Lancaster when I had to go to the DMV last week.  Kids like ketchup, and since it 
only comes in plastic bottles these days, I ended up making my own from canned tomato sauce 
which I have put in a recycled glass jar.  We’ll have that along with the tomatoes our neighbor Doris 
gave me from her garden.  I don’t have any lettuce, but I do have some red chard.  I must not forget 
the Tangleweed Farm goat cheese, the kids like that.  Don’t have buns but I do have some light rye 
bread that will work.  Add salt, pepper and a few other spices to the hamburger and we soon have 
patties ready to fry up.  
 

A twinge of guilt envelops you, you are thinking it would have been much better for the earth to have 
soy burgers.  You once read that it takes something like 20 times as much water to produce a pound 
of beef hamburger than it does a pound of soy burger.  Oh well, maybe next time.   After dinner you 
consider the costs and the benefits of a fast food burger to your home-made one.   
 

 

 

      Home Made        Fast Food 
 

Beef – locally grown & grass fed    Beef – from Iowa & corn fed 
Onions – grown in Lancaster, CA     Onions – grown in Yuma, AZ 
Garlic – grown in Gilroy, CA     Garlic – Didn’t get any 
Ketchup – homemade in recyclable glass container  Ketchup – from Mexico (& in  
        plastic)  
Tomatoes – from neighbor’s garden    Tomatoes – from Chile 
Red Chard – from Trader Joe’s    Lettuce – from Mexico 
Cheese – locally made (goat)     Cheese – from Wisconsin   
        (mystery) 
Rye Bread – from local bakery    White Bread Bun – from who  
        knows?  
 
Note :  [***** = very good]     [****= good]     [*** = so-so]     [** = not so good]     [* =  bad] 
 
Fossil Fuel Consumption: *****    Fossil Fuel Consumption:  * 
Water Conservation:  *****     Water Conservation:  ** 
Nutrition:  ****      Nutrition:  ** 
Taste:  *****       Taste:  ** 
Convenience:  ***      Convenience:  ***** 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
 

 
Summary:     August        YTD 
 
Income:  $ 7,432.69  $ 52,033.84 
 
Expenses:  $ 4,481.07  $ 46,702.15 
 
Net   $ 3,051.62  $   5,531.69 
 
 
 
Offering/Pledges:  $ 5,598.92 
 
 
Bank of the Sierra (August 31, 2021)  
 
Savings:  $ 16,736.17 
   
Capital Fund: $ 20,000.09 
   
Checking:  $ 21,649.66 
   
Total:   $ 58,385.92   
 
           
Notes: 
 
If you have an IRA with a Required Minimum Distribution, you can have the com-
pany managing the IRA make a direct donation from your IRA to the church, and 
that amount will be deducted from your tax liability, not just a percentage of the do-

nation.  Some institutions will set up distributions to your liking, such as monthly, 
quarterly, etc., while others prefer making one annual distribution.  There is a form 
to be filled out and signed, so now is a good time to talk to your investment compa-
ny to get this process started.  This is a great way to give to the church and charitable 
organizations, and reduce your tax liability.  

 
Respectfully, 

Porter Underwood 

Treasurer 
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