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There is good news for the Palestinian people. Their plight is being heard by Christians around 
the world, and the United Church of God is leading the way.  On July, 18th, the United Church 
of Christ General Synod voted overwhelmingly to condemn Israel’s treatment of the Palestini-
ans by a whopping 83%.  
 
The short version of the statement simply says: 
 
We reject Israel’s apartheid system of laws and legal procedures.  The whole document, how-
ever, has much more to say.  A key word in the statement is apartheid, a word greatly debated 
by the Synod, but ultimately included for naming the sin for what it is.  
 
This document calls on the United States government to support the rights of the Palestinian 
people. The document also: 
 
Affirms the right of Palestinian refugees (all 5.6 million) to return to Palestine; 
 
Affirmed the right of Americans to protest Israel’s actions; 
 
Rejected the idea of criticism of Israel as “antisemitic”; 
 
Advocated for “cessation of military aid to Israel” until Palestinian rights are protected; 
 
Rejected “Christian Zionism”; 
 
Condemned “Jewish only” settlements;  
  
Rejected the Trump administrations actions of moving the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem, and sup-
port Israel’s illegal annexation of West Bank territory;  
 
Endorsed Palestinian Christian leader’s landmark declaration of 2020 entitled “Cry for Hope: A 
Call for Decisive Action.” 

mailto:office@tehachapi-ucc.org
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(Continued from Page 1) 
 
The UCC leadership has received praise from other denominations for this 
landmark action, especially for naming in public Israel’s treatment of Palestin-
ians as apartheid. These other churches plan to take similar action at their next 
church-wide assemblies.  

 
Special thanks to Jan Roberts. who brought this article to my attention. You can Google: 
Mondoweiss to read the full article. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Donella 

UPCOMING CALENDAR: 
 

 
Saturday, September 4th:  Men’s Group, Friendship Hall, 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, September 5th:  Trustees Meeting, CEB, after church  
 
Thursday, September 16th:  Leadership Team Meeting, 4:00 p.m. (via Zoom) 
 
Sunday, September 19th:  Women Who Wine 
 
Sunday, September 26th:  Monthly “Potluck” (Sack Lunch) 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

    2  -  Eric Trillo 

    4  - Mary Horton 

  10  - Sandy Criswell 

  12  - Rick Flores 

  13  - Anne Pear-Kirkpatrick 

  20  - Liam Lapham 

  21  - Sherrie Lendroth 

   

 

 

 

   

  24  - Nina Blackwell 

  24  - Nancy Franklin 

  27 - Jane Fickes 

  27 - Maureen St. John 

  28 - Michelle Elder 

Our deepest condolences to Sandy Dameron, whose husband Al passed 
away last weekend, after an extended illness. 
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4-ISLAND LAKE SERVICE / PICNIC 
Bear Valley Springs 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION… 

by Pastor Donella 
 
Adult Education class returns at 9:30AM, on Sunday, September 12th.  Nan-
cy Franklin will lead us in the study of the book, Caring for One Another: 8 Ways 
to Cultivate Meaningful Relationships by Edward T. Welch.  Pastor Donella will 
help with the Bible references. It is not necessary to purchase the book. We will 
meet in the education building classroom.  
 
Scam Warning: Some members of our congregation received a scam text mes-
sage using my name as sender. Please be aware that I will never contact any one 
for money or gift cards by text or email. As soon as you receive any suspicious 
message block the sender. You will receive worship information and church news 
from me, usually sent out by Sandy and Linda. 
 
Special Thanks to: 
 
Vicki and Eileen for assuming the ministry of preparing the communion ele-
ments, and to Sherrie for her fine work in this ministry as she takes a “Covid 
break”; 
 
Darrell for setting up, and teaching us how to us how to use our sound system; 
 
Linda and company for all the work of preparing for our lakeside worship and 
picnic; also thanks, Linda for filling in for Sandy. 
 
Phyllis Belcher for lining up readers for Sunday worship. If you would be willing 
to read, please give Phyllis a call. 
  

Help Wanted Please 
 

Pastoral/Parish Team is compiling a list of per-
sons who may be interested in serving as litur-
gists occasionally.  Ushers are also needed to 
assist Jim Carmichael, our faithful head usher.  
Please contact Phyllis Belcher at 
phbel@prodigy.net if you can assist with any of 
these needs. 
 

mailto:phbel@prodigy.net
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GLOBAL MISSIONS UPDATE 
 

On Sunday July 25th, TCC's long-awaited quilt raffle drawing 
was held in Friendship Hall.  The two lucky winners were Mary 
Prosser and Phyllis Belcher.  Our beyond-generous friend, quilt 
artist Lynne Bauer, gave us four heirloom-quality quilts, so each 
of those lucky gals got to pick her favorite of the four.  Through 
her quilts, Lynne has supported our fundraising for the chil-
dren of Pearls of Africa for several years.  Once again, we salute 
this wonderful woman. 
 
Those raffle tickets you purchased--raising a total of $1000!--
will help our 29 kids in Uganda get through the difficult condi-
tions the country is facing right now, secure and loved in their 
own home.  

 
Please remember them in prayer and, if able, by your finan-
cial support. 
 
Donate through the website: 
pearlschildrensfund.org.   
 
Or mail your check to: 
 
Pearls of Africa 
1850 Quail Drive 
San Luis Obispo, CA   93405 

WOMEN WHO WINE (WWW) or not!!   
- Laurie Betts 

 
The third Sunday gathering for the women of TCC will be on September 19th.  As all 
women of Tehachapi are invited, you are welcome to bring along a friend.  At our pictured 
gathering on August 15th in Phil Marx Central Park (notice Pastor Donella sitting on the 
grass!), we decided that we will continue to meet in the grassy shade of the park until the 
weather cools enough for us to eat outside on local pati-

os, or until we are 
comfortable being in-
side unmasked.  So 
join us with your sack 
lunch and lawn 
chair.  We women en-
joy being together 
catching up with each 
other. 

http://pearlschildrensfund.org
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Environmentally-Aware Church Promotes Flip Phones 
--By Jan Roberts, EM team 

 

In August, we all learned about the U.N. Climate Report declar-
ing a "Code Red for Humanity." With the environmental crisis so 
large, here's just a small part--one personal to most of us--about 
the mineral that creates the power for all our must-have devices, 
just one more thing helping to destroy our planet. 
 
That mineral is lithium.  To extract it and eventually distribute it in the form of 
batteries is a vastly complicated, and profitable, process, with negative side effects 
far beyond always having to charge your phone.  Wired.com recently posed this 
question, What links the battery in your cell phone to 1000s of fish and a dead yak 
floating down a Tibetan river? 
 
The answer: lithium, the reactive alkali metal that powers our phones, tablets, lap-
tops, and electric cars.  Lithium scientists scored a Nobel Prize in 2019 (perhaps 
for Unintended Consequences?) Lithium-ion batteries are seen as a key part of the 
scramble to replace fossil fuels with clean energy, a solution to energy needs in a 
green future. 
 
Lithium is mined in many parts of the world.  But, along with the human toll on 
the miners themselves, mining of lithium can also wreak havoc on ecosystems--
hence the dead animals in Tibet.  The endless hunger for the latest and smartest 
device has become one of the biggest environmental problems, not an energy so-
lution.  Lithium mining consumes and contaminates massive amounts of water, 
releasing tons of toxic chemicals and waste products into the water, soil, air and 
oceans.  Many of us have heard scary stories of overheated lithium-powered de-
vices exploding, but that extreme heat can be a real problem.  Like alkaline batter-
ies, at the end of their life recycling lithium batteries is not easily or widely done.  
So, back to flip phones, everyone, until those science folks find better solutions! 

 

“POTLUCK / SACK LUNCH”  
 
Please put September 26th, the fourth Sunday, on your 
calendar to bring your sack lunch to church for pot-
luck.  It will be good to eat together even though we 
won't be potlucking for a while!  Drinks and wrapped 
treats will be available. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

 
Summary:        July        YTD 
 
Income:  $ 7,414.82  $ 44,591.74 
 
Expenses:  $ 4,282.80  $ 36,149.64 
 
Net   $ 3,132.02  $   8,442.10* 
 
*Note:  The YTD net accounts for the $3,316.00 Capital Fund expenses for the 
Rental House Improvements. 
 
Offering/Pledges:  $ 4,354.67 
 
 
Bank of the Sierra (July 30, 2021)  
 
Savings:  $  16,736.17 
   
Capital Fund: $ 20,000.09 
   
Checking:  $ 16,860.14 
   
Total:   $ 53,596.40   
 
           
Notes: 
1. A total of $7,748 was transferred from Checking to Savings, and a total of $4,839 

was transferred from Checking to the Capital Fund, in order to meet the Trustees 
decision to maintain $16,500 in checking, and to increase the Capital Fund to 
$20,000. 

2. The operating income was $6,739.82, which is close to our revised budget fore-
cast ($6,951) to support a new part-time minister. 

3. The Quilt Raffle raised $906 for Pearls of Africa.  The Memorial Fund has 
$789.04, Noise Money has $77, and the Tree Fund has $25, for a total of 
$1,797.04 in designated funds. 

 
 

Respectfully, 

Porter Underwood 

Treasurer 
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