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But now in Christ Jesus, you who were once far off have been brought near by the blood 
of Jesus Christ. For he…has broken down the dividing wall that is the hostility between 
us.  Ephesians 2:13-14. 
 
Our cruise ship had docked at Hiroshima. As I was waiting to board the bus to the tower 
and Peace Park, a young Japanese man asked if I would keep an eye on his parents who 
were on the tour. They did not speak English, and he was afraid they might not under-
stand the directions for meeting times and places. He introduced me to them and we 
greeted each other as cordially as we could with our two different languages.  
 
I sat behind them on the bus, alone with my thoughts. I have always been troubled by 
our use of the atomic bomb and its horrendous effect on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. As 
we rode, I remembered the stories my mother shared from my father when I was old 
enough to hear them. He was an experienced sailor, so when war broke out in the South 
Pacific, he was assigned to a ship that was to safeguard supply convoys. He wrote about 
seeing ships torpedoed by the enemy, or destroyed by Kamikaze. Men were drowning in 
burning seas, crying for help, and Don could not save them, even as they were being 
shot down by Japanese gunners. Don came home physically, but would be mentally and 
emotionally damaged for the rest of his life. 
 
I wondered about the man and woman sitting in front of me. What were they thinking?  
Had they been alive when these cities had been bombed by Americans? Had they lost 
loved ones? What did they know and feel about horrible event? 
 
People have told me that the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were good things 
because it brought this horrible war to an end, thereby saving many more lives. I under-
stand this. I get it. My own father, or what was left of him, was able to come home. Yet 
I continue to be troubled that the country I love could have brought such death and de-
struction on another country in this way. I hate the dividing walls of hostility and death. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
 

As we crossed over to the Peace Park. it became chilly. I was only wearing a sweater. 
The mother became concerned that I might be cold. She removed the scarf from around 
her neck, and gently wrapped it around my neck. In this gentle act, the dividing wall of 
hostility crumbled. Here we were, children of nations at war when we were born, chil-
dren from families that had suffered from the hostilities and mutual hate between our 
countries. Here we were, three people with two different languages and cultures, taking 
care of each other. There was bowing and laughing and picture taking.  
 

When I remember my visit to historic Hiroshima, I think first of this lovely Japanese 
couple, friends I would never see again, but who showed me that tearing down the di-
viding walls of hostility doesn’t happen overnight, but by one small act of kindness at a 
time. In a world so divided by anger and hate, this gives me hope. 
 
Blessings, 
Pr. Donella 

UPCOMING CALENDAR: 
 
Sunday, August 1st:  Trustees Meeting, CEB, after church  
 

Wednesday, August 4th:  Called to Care, Pastor’s office, 10:30 a.m. 
 
Saturday, August 7th:  Men’s Group, Friendship Hall, 10:00 a.m. 
 
Thursday, August 19th:  Leadership Team Meeting, 4:00 p.m. (via Zoom) 
 
Sunday, August 22nd:  Worship Services/Picnic, 4-Island Lake, Bear Valley Springs 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

    1  -  Edith Jones 

    5  - Julia Orrantia 

  14  - Aiden Jones 

  15  - Gabriel Lohnes 

  20  - Geoff Lohnes 

  22  - Melissa Kitchell 

  27  - Charles Rodriquez 

  29  - Laurie Betts 
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4-Island Lake Service 
Bear Valley Springs 

 
Sunday, August 22nd, is the date of our annual “lake service” in Bear Valley Springs.  The ser-
vice will begin at 10:30 a.m., followed by games (for all ages) and a potluck lunch.  We will 
have sack races, 3-legged races, balloon toss, and tug-of-war, just to name a few.  Feel free to 
bring any outdoor games that you might also have. 
 
Wear your picnic attire, and please bring a lawn chair or blanket to sit on.  Also, bring a dish 
(or two) to share, along with a service spoon.  Plates, forks, and cups will be provided.  If you 
wish to drink something besides water, bring that too! 
 
Please RSVP to Linda Flores (no later than August 15th) if you need a gate pass.  The street 
address of 4-Island Lake is:  
 

29641 Pinedale Dr, Tehachapi, CA 93561 
 

if you want to use your smart phone for directions.  We can 
also email you a map, if you’d prefer.  Feel free to contact 
Linda if you have any questions or need more information:  
linda31591@att.net or (661) 821-0621 / home; (661) 435-
5181 / cell.   

       HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!! 

  SELECTION PROCESS UPDATE 

  - Nancy Franklin, Moderator 

 

The Church profile is completed.  The finished product identifies who we are, and 

our need for a part time pastor.  The decision about asking for a part-time pastor 

has to do with the size of our congregation and the amount of money we can af-

ford to pay. 

 

The profile has been submitted to the United Church of Christ (UCC) through 

“basecamp” (a secure site where it can be made available to prospective pastors.) 

It will be verified by UCC leadership.  The UCC vets prospective pastors and helps 

to match them to congregations that share their interests and needs.  Once can-

didates appear to be a possible match, they will be interviewed and invited to 

preach for the congregation.   

 

You may be asking what you might do to help in this process!  Our next step, as 

a congregation, is to identify a selection committee that arranges for and partici-

pates in interviews with potential candidates.  If you are interested in participat-

ing, or want to recommend someone to the Chair of the Trustees, Patrick Pine,  

or to myself, please do so.  While it is a considerable amount of work, it is certain 

to be a rewarding experience.   

mailto:linda31591@att.net
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
- Jan Roberts 

 
Your Community Service team 
thanks those who helped fill a big 
box with toys for Tehachapi's annual 
"Christmas in July" Toys for Tots drive. The 
toys we donated, along with hundreds more from 
our neighbors, will be delivered to children in our 
community during the upcoming holiday season, 
making Christmas wishes come true. 

TCC -- spreading the love! 

ANNUAL BVS FRIENDSHIP DINNER 
- Laurie Betts 

 
After having to skip last summer, we were hap-
py to revive our annual BVS friendship dinner 
on Saturday, July 10th.  Despite an extremely 
hot day, the shady patio, along with the breeze 
from across the golf course, made the tempera-
ture fairly comfortable.  Twenty-two of us en-
joyed each other's company as we ate and ex-
perienced an evening in our beautiful area of 
the Tehachapi Mountains. 

WOMEN WHO WINE (WWW) or not!!   
- Laurie Betts 

 
Our meeting of TCC and Tehachapi women, Women Who 
Wine (or not,) will be on our usual third Sunday, August 
15th.  We will name the venue as the weather becomes 
evident.  In July, we not only had very hot weather, but 
found our gathering competing with a picnic later in the 
day.  So we changed the venue at the last minute.  To 
avoid that, let's wait to see what the 15th brings.  Our July 
gathering at Kelcy's drew ten of us who enjoyed a nice 
lunch together. 
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UPDATE ON FIELD’s USE OF  
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BUILDING SPACE 

 
FIELD (Farmworker Institute of Education and Leadership Development) is rent-
ing the two larger rooms in the Christian Education building starting this month.   
FIELD will use the space formerly used for youth Sunday School classes and as a 
nursery for its first effort at implementing a program to train persons to operate 
child care facilities.  This is an education and training program and is not a day 
care program – but there will be young children present for purposes of this devel-
opmental program.  A licensed child care provider will be onsite at all times that 
the program is in operation in compliance with laws and regulations. 
 
The other large room will be used for FIELD’s charter high school education pro-
gram that educates adults with the goal of each student achieving a high school 
diploma.  It is not a GED program but a fully fledged and accredited high school 
program using both in-person classes and remote education.  There will also be 
FIELD’s ESL (English as a Second Language program) offered.  Many of those 
who enter the ESL program move on to the high school education program.  
Those who are parents of young children will be able to have a child in the Child 
Care training program while attending classes. 
 
Starting in late August, these programs will start operations, and we expect classes 
and training every weekday from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.   FIELD is currently in 
the process of making certain improvements and setting up for classes which in-
clude renovating the outdoor play area; purchasing appropriate furniture for the 
Child Care Education program; installing additional air conditioning and making 
certain plumbing repairs.  FIELD is considering changing the flooring in the Child 
Care space, but no final decision has been made. FIELD will provide custodial 
care for the space they occupy and the two bathrooms.  Those improvements will 
remain for the church if and when FIELD may depart in the future.  FIELD is 
paying rent for the space which was determined after agreeing to some considera-
tion of the improvements and FIELD handling custodial care.  
 
FIELD previously rented space in the Christian Education building for ESL and 
high school classes, and we found that to be a mutually beneficial arrangement. 
 
We previously found that having people occupying our church “campus” most of 
the time was beneficial in terms of creating more visible activity and energy.   We 
are hoping this effort will offer the same intangible but important benefit to us as 
a church, using its assets to benefit the broader community. 
 
Patrick Pine, Chair, Board of Trustees 
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REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE, REPEAT 
- by Kathy Murguia      

           
Our Church is once again engaged in the processing of recycla-
bles. Recently, Environmental Team Ministry Leader, Chris 
Rush, met with Andres Lopez, the recycling manager for Cesar 
Chavez Environmental Corps, a Business Enterprise associated 
with the Farmworker Institute Educational, Leadership Devel-
opment (FIELD.)  
 
The outcome of this meeting solidified a collaborative effort to 
support our Church’s participation in Recycling.  
 
Chris’s Environmental Ministry’s goal is to provide information to our church Member-
ship on what is being recycled, and to collect plastics and other recyclables. FIELD is 
committed to providing bins and scheduling a regular pick-up.  
 
All Church members are urged to bring their recyclables to Friendship Hall and deposit 

them in the designated area at the back of Friendship Hall.  
 
Chris emphasizes that we accept all CRV, California Redemp-
tion Value plastic, glass, and aluminum containers. We no long-
er accept all plastic non-CRV materials. We only accept those 
non-CRV plastic containers labeled as #1 and #2 with one ex-
ception.  Plastic clam shell containers labeled as #1 are not cur-
rently recyclable locally, due to a chemical residue used on them 
to keep food fresher longer.  

 
As we recycle, it is important to note the first step in the recycling process is REDUCE!  
I would also venture to say Eliminate their use. 
 
 
OF NOTE... 
 
-FIELD Environmental Corps collected 
67,000 tons of plastic collectibles in 
2020, exceeding their goal by 47,000 
tons.  
-The average U.S. citizen consumes 167 
plastic water bottles each year—but re-
cycles just 25 percent of them. Many end up in our oceans. degrading our ecosystem. 
 
Join us by attending and joining our Environmental team. Contact Chris Rush at 
CRUSH@bak.rr.com.  
 
THANK YOU! 

mailto:CRUSH@bak.rr.com
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                        TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

Summary for June 2021 
 
INCOME  $ 6,903.39 
 
EXPENSES $ 4,569.59 
 
NET   $ 2,333.80 
 
 

OFFERINGS $ 5,026.25 
 
 

Bank of the Sierra Accounts 
 
SAVINGS  $  8,987.05 
 
Capital Fund $15,161.09 
  
Checking  $26,323.11 
 
Total:     $50,471.25 
 
The monthly income and expenses for June were better than budget, yielding a net 
surplus of $2,333.80.  Online giving with Tithe-ly.com represented 23% of the Of-
fering, and is proving to be a good company to use for this purpose.  
 
A 6-month review of Pledges/Offerings shows that Pledges are 10% better than 
budget, while the combined total is 6.4% below budget. 
 
The Board of Trustees voted to increase the Capital Fund to a balance of $20,000, 
and to reduce the Checking Account balance by adding funds to the Savings Ac-
count.  These changes will appear in the next Whistle. 
 
I don’t have the final amount for the Quilt Raffle at this writing, but know that al-
most $900 has been raised! 
 
Regards, 
Porter Underwood 
Treasurer 
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