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   TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH  -  UCC 

100 East “E” Street    (661) 822-4443   office@tehachapi-ucc.org   
Rev. Donella Silveira, Pastor 

                                                              
                                     PASTORAL PONDERINGS ...    
       
Christmas, Easter and Pentecost are behind us for this year. What now? 
 
We enter the season of the Sundays After Pentecost, also known as Ordinary 
Time. In this case the word “ordinary” does not mean “not special,” but ordinatry in 
the mathematical sense of counting things in order. We count each Sunday 
between now and Advent as a Sunday after Pentecost. June 20th is the Seventh 
Sunday after Pentecost. 
 
The church year is divided in two halves. In the first part, Advent to Pentecost, our 
focus is on the life of Jesus. In the second half, we focus on the teachings of 
Jesus. 
 
So, what do we do now? Is there anything to look forward to? 
Well, yes. The church calendar has the “lesser festivals” of 
Mary, Mother of our Lord, in August, Blessing of the Animals 
and Reformation in October, and All Saints in November. 
 
As national holidays, and therefore no on the church 
clanedar, we acknowledge Memorial Day, Fourth of July, 
Labor Day, and Thanksgiving as well. 
 
Oh, my! Every Sunday a little Easter? If an Easter celebration is less than a week 
away, I’d better get cracking. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Donella          
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 WHEN WILL CHURCH  
      RE-OPEN? 
 

While the CDC has relaxed restrictions 
and many states have fully re-opened, 
Gov. Newsom has set June 15th  as the 
date to open California. If the state is 
able to meet that deadline, we will 
return to worshipping in our church on 
Sunday, June 20th, at 10:30 .m. 

                   

 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TO RESUME JUNE 6th 

 
  Pastor Donella will lead   
  an adult forum on the  
  Palestinian/Israeli conflict  
  beginning June 6th.   
   
Coffee and doughnuts  will 
be available for pre-class 
fellowship at 9:15,  with 
class from 9:30– 10:15 a,m. 
  
Discussion will center around the 
book, Faith in the Face of Empire, by 
Mitri Raheb, published by Orbis Press. 
Written by a Palestinian theologian, 
the book discusses the geo-political 
issues between these two parties, 
issues which become confused by our 
dominant understanding of the Bible. 
 
This book may be ordered from your 
favorite bookseller, Amazon, Barns 
and Nobel, or directly from Orbis 
Press. You may want to partner with 
another person and share the book. If 
the book does not fit in your budget, 
please pastor know. 

 
 

GLOBAL MISSIONS UPDATE 
 

● Following a trip to Uganda this 
fall, Rev. Nancy Bacon will become 
Executive Director of Aid Africa. 
Her many talents will be used to 
their fullest in this challenging 
mission; we wish her all success. 
Online donations can be made at 
aidafrica.org or mailed to Rev. 
Nancy Bacon,  8712 Duncanson 
Dr., Bakersfield, CA. 93311. 
 
· A Special Gift—Our valued  
supporter, talented quilt artist 
Lynne Bauer, has once again 
offered her beautiful creations to 
raise funds for our kids of Pearls   
of Africa Children's Home in 
Uganda.   
 
When TCC reopens in June, you 
will have a chance to win a valuable 
custom quilt and provide needed 
help to this important mission of the 
church. That's a double-win!!   
 
Watch for more details on the raffle 
as we move forward. In the 
meantime, online donations to 
pearlschildrensfund.org  
are always welcome--and 
desperately needed.  
 
Thank you  
                          
Jan Roberts 
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April 2021 Summary 
 
INCOME  $ 6,103.76 
EXPENSES $ 3,984.82* 
NET   $    739 
 
OFFERINGS $ 2,118.94 
 
*Note: Excludees Capital Improvement Costs  
Capital Fund 
 
Rental House Improvement Expense $3,316.00 
 
Year-to-Date 
 
INCOME  $23,046.82 
EXPENSES $22,058.59 
NET   $  1,088.23 
 
Bank of the Sierra – (April 30) 
 
SAVINGS  $   8,987.05 
Capital Fund $ 16,702.09  
Checking  $ 24,043.06 
 

Rental house improvements, to date, have been cleaning, painting, rear door 
and cabinet doors replacement.There will be additional expenses for some 
repairs and replacement based on the move-in inspection for the new 
renters. The new rental rate is $1,100 per month, plus 25% of the water bill 
expense. FIELD will be leasing the two large classrooms, TOPS has 
returned to Friendship Hall, and ACME School of Driving has left the 
building. 

Regards, 

Porter Underwood - Treasurer 

 
Women Who Wine (WWW) - New Date: Due to the 3rd Sunday in 
June being Father's Day, we will delay our get together one week to 
June 27th. Carol Rush will be hosting us at her home for a pot luck 
appetizer occasion beginning around noon. As this will be our first 
occasion gathering away from church since the COVID shutdown, we 
hope you can be there!  Her address is 21416 Belmont Drive in Golden Hills. 
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    COVID-19 OUTREACH 
 
After experiencing some chaos in getting an appointment for herself and her 
husband, Kathy Murguia determined that she needed to find a way to help 
other Tehachapi residents make an appointment to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine. Kathy is the former team leader of TCC's Social Justice Team, and 
social service has been her career and, more impor-tantly, her life-long 
passion. 
 
She decided TCC's Community Service team might want to be involved. So 
she called me, as I am the co-leader with Jan Roberts. I said I would like to 
be a part of this worthwhile outreach. Eileen Buterra of St. Malachy's St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, first joined Kathy. After an early discussion and 
outline of ways we could assist residents, which were quite involved, the 
State quickly developed My Turn to assist the appointment-making process 
by having one phone number and one website to make all appointments for 
all of the sites in the state. 
 
This really simplified our effort. We 
developed the colorful flyer which you 
see, that gives information about My Turn 
in English and Spanish, and also gives 
encouragement to get the vaccine. So far 
Kathy has put together groups which have 
distributed 1,927 flyers; Sherrie and I have 
done 82. You will see the list of sponsors 
on the bottom. They include TCC, 
Tehachapi Valley Health-care District, St. 
Vincent de Paul, and FIELD 
(Farmworkers Institute for Education and 
Leadership Development). All of these 
entities are taking part. Representing TCC 
so far, besides Kathy and me, are Linda 
Flores, Jan Roberts, Sherrie Lendroth, 
Nancy and Danny Romero, and Cheryl 
Bain.  
 
If you would like to help us distribute these flyers, please contact us by 
emailing me at rude.betts@gmail.com.  
 
Laurie Rude Betts 
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             CATHERINE SMIRNOFF 
 

I have always loved fibers. My mother taught me to knit when I 
was seven. I made endless squares and rectangles, turning 
them into clothes for my dolls, or rugs and curtains for my 
dollhouse.  
 
In the 60's, I did primitive off loom weaving and taught myself to 
crochet. 
 
In 1979, we bought a boarding stable with sixteen horses, plus 
our own. Other farm animals soon followed, and we became a 4
-H family. It did not take long before I purchased my first sheep. 
A spinning wheel and rigid heddle loom soon followed: every-
thing woven was the same length, the warp length was the distance around the 
legs of my coffee table. More sheep gradually replaced the horses, and I soon had 
a beautiful flock of Natural Colored Corriedale crosses. 
 
During this time, I broke my leg. What do you do with a cast on? You ask your 
husband if he will drive you to Hollywood to buy a floor loom! Weaving with a cast 
on was challenging! I was so excited, and more looms soon followed me home. 
 
I no longer have the sheep, but I do have seven looms plus several smaller 
portable looms. I have spun and dyed yarn. I have woven cotton, silk, wool, 
mohair, angora, alpaca llama, camel, dog hair, plastic bags, paper, thin gauge 
wire, and polypropylene twine. I enjoy recycling yarns and cotton fabric. 
 
I crochet, tat, do hardanger embroidery, spin, knit, and weave. 
 
Currently, I am focusing more on modern free style tapestry weaving. I mainly like 
simple weave structures, letting color and texture tell the story. 
 
Nick, Catherine's husband, adds, "Catherine always has something in her hands, 
creating wonderful things." 
     ♦ ♦ ♦ 
 
Editor’s Note: A few years ago, Catherine organized a sewing group at church, which was 
fondly named “The Happy Hookers.” (They are a part of the Hospitality Ministry.)  She and 
the other members made close to 200 baby caps, which were donated to Aid Africa, the 
local Salvation Army, and an orphanage in Peru. The group also made an altar cloth and 
memory panels which were woven from members’ pillow cases and special yarns or fabric 
pieces. Catherine brought in two looms, and members took turns weaving. The group 
knitted and crocheted prayer/comfort shawls, as well, for the pastor to give out on her 
visitations. Catherine has continued making these during the Pandemic, and hopes that 
our new pastor will soon be able to use them.  
          [continued on Page 8] 
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             CATHERINE SMIRNOFF   [continued] 
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TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY 
CHURCH — UCC 
100 East E Street 
Tehachapi, CA   93561 

 
 

  7  –  Rachel Glascock 
17  –  Kathi Hinkle 
19  –  Catherine Smirnoff 
20  –  Alysia Bailey 
23  –  Isaac Orrantia 
26  –  Phyllis Comstock 
30  –  Adelynn Glascock (10 yrs. old) 

                       
 
 
 
 
 
A memorial service and reception for Irene Howitz will be held in Friendship 
Hall from 5:00-6:30 p.m., on Tuesday, June 15th.  
 
       All are invited. 


