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   TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH  -  UCC 

100 East “E” Street    (661) 822-4443   office@tehachapi-ucc.org   
Rev. Donella Silveira, Pastor 

                                                              
                                     PASTORAL PONDERINGS ...         
 
Pentecost and Holy Trinity Sunday are two celebrations in the Church that will 
each occur on the last two sundays in May. May 23 is Pentecost, and May 30 is 
Holy Trinity Sunday. 

Pentecost, fifty days after Easter, is the celebration of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. 

“Now, just wait a minute!,” you may ask. “What do you mean about the coming 
of the Holy spirit? Wasn’t the Spirit at creation? Wasn’t the Spirit with Jesus at 
his temptation in the wilderness? If the Spirit has always been with us, what do 
you mean by the “coming” of the Holy Spirit?” 

Yes, the Holy spirit is God and therefore the Spirit has always been with us. What we 
remember on the Day of Pentecost is the work of the Spirit in filling the disciples 
with the needed courage to share the news of Jesus’ resurrection with the world. 
 
Remember that Jesus’ followers were scared, and they should have been. They lived 
in a world hostile to their message. Jesus greeted the disciples with, “Peace be with 
you. Be at peace.” Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to face the world 
with both courage and peace. 
 
Today, we are filled with the Spirit who leads us to face a hostile world with courage 
as the Spirit tweeks our conscience to make responsible life decisions, love our 
neighbor, and care for creation. The Spirit is also our advocate and our defender as 
we offer our confessions. The spirit calms our anxious souls. 
 
Red is the color of the day to remind us of the tongues of fire that descended upon 
the heads of the apostles. Fire purifies and warms and so does the Spirit. 
 
Yes, the Spirit as God has been around since before creation, yet the Spirit comes to 
us new each day. 
         [continued on Page 2] 
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                                     PASTORAL PONDERINGS ...   [continued]     
 
 
Often, we speak of Christmas as God the Father’s day, because God gives us the 
gift of the baby Jesus; Easter as God the Son’s day, because we celebrate Jesus’ 
resurrection; and Pentecost is God the Spirit’s day—three separate days each 
focusing on one aspect of God. Trinity Sunday reminds us that, even though God 
comes to us in three ways, there is only one God. Many have tried to explain the 
Trinity by using shamrocks, forms of water and parts of an egg. All attempts at 
explanation fail. Trinity, God in three persons, is God’s mystery. And don’t we 
humans just love a mystery? 
 
White, the color of Trinity Sunday, represents the purity of God. 
 
Plan to join us on these two joy-filled Sundays. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Donella 

 
 

                                      Target Date  
                                                       for  
                                              Re-Opening 
 
  Our Governor has set June 15 as the date to open up the  
  State.  
 
  Based on that target date, we will set the Sunday after  
  that (June 20) as a target date for us to return to our regular  
  worship format! 
 
  Additional information will be provided as that date approaches. 
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                                 UPDATE ON CHURCH PROPERTY 
 
At the most recent Leadership group meeting 
there was a healthy discussion about the pros 
and cons of selling or renting any of the church 
properties, especially the rental home. This 
discussion is a part of ongoing discussions as to 
how the congregation will seek a future pastor. 
Some members of the congre-gation are 
understandably concerned that a lack of 
finances will hinder our ability to attract 
candidates to serve as our pastor. 
 
The focus in particular on the rental house is in part due to the recent departure 
of a tenant and, in the process of making repairs before marketing to new 
prospective renter(s), some members feel this is an opportune time to 
reconsider the option of selling the rental home. It is also being considered in 
light of recent noticeable increases in property values of homes and businesses 
in the Tehachapi area. There is a belief that the rental home might sell for as 
much as $200,000 in the present market, although the net gain after deducting 
the costs of sale would be less than that. It is currently planned to advertise the 
home as a residential rental at $1100 per month—an increase over past rents at 
$900 per month. 
 
In addition to the discussion of either selling or continuing to offer the home as a 
residential rental, it was suggested to consider keeping the home but converting 
it to a business rental. Some believe rental as a business might command a 
higher rent but others suggest that the costs of converting the home to serve as 
a business rental will increase the costs to modify the building dramatically. 
Yet another discussion involved the possibility of selling the Christian Education 
Building—either in whole or part. There has been periodic interest in renting 
portions of that building. There have also been suggestions of actively marketing 
the sanctuary and/or Friendship Hall for more frequent weddings or 
quincerianas. 
 
In my past role as Moderator, and now as chair of the Trustees, I have heard 
strong opinions from multiple members supporting or opposing the sale of the 
rental home. It is my opinion that there is a lack of consensus on this issue. But 
the recent discussion is an opportunity for the congregation to consider the 
options in light of a collective desire to attract a capable minister.  
 
I will ask the Trustees to consider this issue at its next meeting on May 2. But I 
also noted at the Leadership group meeting that it might be helpful to convene a 
group of volunteers to consider all of the potential options. But I worry that this   

          [continued on Page 4] 
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                    UPDATE ON CHURCH PROPERTY ...   [continued]     
 
would unintentionally conflict with the ongoing work on a profile that will lead to a 
more active search for a new pastor. 
 
This is my request for anyone who might be willing to serve as part of a voluntary 
ad hoc group to discuss our future handling of our property in light of our future 
financial needs. So if you are interested in being part of a group that will work 
with the Trustees, the Leadership group, our Moderator, Nancy Franklin, our 
Interim Pastor, and the group that will be leading the search process to consider 
our options, please send an email to me at: patrickjpine@gmail.com and I will 
share with the congregation and group that might arise out of this discussion. If 
no one volunteers, I will share that, too. 
 
Patrick Pine 

 
 

 

 These dates have been calendared  
  for the following 

Memorial Services: 
 

●  ●  ● 
 
 
 May 1     2:00 p.m. Matthew Rails, grandson of Beverly Billingsley, 
             at the Billingsley home, 21832 Ferncuko (off  
                                            Sand Canyon—look for the red barn) 
 
 
 May 15    1:00-4:00 p.m. Gwladys Ann Peterson, at Woods 
                                                      Funeral Home, Tehachapi 
 
 
 June 15   5:00-6:00 p.m. Irene Howitz in Friendship Hall, TCC 
 
Each gathering will be informal with a short time of prayers 

and remembering, followed by a time for fellowship. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT  
 
March 2021 Summary 
 
INCOME  $ 5,570 
EXPENSES $ 4,931 
NET   $    739 
 
OFFERINGS $ 4,470.11 
 
Year-to-Date 
 
INCOME  $16,493 
EXPENSES $14,693 
NET   $  2,350 
 
Bank of the Sierra – (March 31) 
 
SAVINGS  $   8,986 
Capital Fund $ 18,477  
Checking  $ 21,087 
 

Our three-month income is4.8% less than budget. However, our expenses 
are 14.6% better than budget, primarily due to staying with basic expenses 
of utilites and payroll, and the lack of need for repairs and maintenance. 
Capital Fund expenses are being incurred in April for the repair and updating 
of the rental house..  

Regards, 

Porter Underwood - Treasurer 

 

Women Who Wine (WWW) 
by Laurie Betts 

 

TCC's gathering of women will be held on the third Sunday, 
May 16th.  We will decide the location and time when the day is 
approaching, depending on the weather. Watch for our email a 
few days ahead.  We wish to begin to meet at locations other 
than on the patio soon. Please let Laurie and Linda know your 
suggestions. In June and July we hope to be meeting at the 
homes of Carol R. and Laurie. 
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    COVID-19 OUTREACH 
 
After experiencing some chaos in getting an appointment for herself and her 
husband, Kathy Murguia determined that she needed to find a way to help 
other Tehachapi residents make an appointment to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine.  Kathy is the former team leader of TCC's Social Justice Team, and 
social service has been her career and, more impor-tantly, her life-long 
passion. 
 
She decided TCC's Community Service team might want to be involved.  So 
she called me, as I am the co-leader with Jan Roberts. I said I would like to 
be a part of this worthwhile outreach. Eileen Buterra of St. Malachy's St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, first joined Kathy. After an early discussion and 
outline of ways we could assist residents, which were quite involved, the 
State quickly developed My Turn to assist the appointment-making process 
by having one phone number and one website to make all appointments for 
all of the sites in the state. 
 
This really simplified our effort. We 
developed the colorful flyer which you 
see, that gives information about My Turn 
in English and Spanish, and also gives 
encouragement to get the vaccine. So far 
Kathy has put together groups which have 
distributed 1,927 flyers; Sherrie and I have 
done 82. You will see the list of sponsors 
on the bottom. They include TCC, 
Tehachapi Valley Health-care District, St. 
Vincent de Paul, and FIELD 
(Farmworkers Institute for Education and 
Leadership Development). All of these 
entities are taking part. Representing TCC 
so far, besides Kathy and me, are Linda 
Flores, Jan Roberts, Sherrie Lendroth, 
Nancy and Danny Romero, and Cheryl 
Bain.   
 
If you would like to help us distribute these flyers, please contact us by 
emailing me at rude.betts@gmail.com.   
 
Laurie Rude Betts 
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Items of interest … 
 

Make a Joyful Noise(y) Offering - Save your spare change 
each week and bring it to church on Sunday morning. During 
our NOISY OFFERING, toss your coins in the pot with as 
much noise, joy and laughter as you can make. The money 
will be used to purchase plants for our garden (not a tree as 
previously indicated).. 
                                                       ●  ●  ● 
 

Coffee Time is Here Again! -  Beginning May 2nd, we will once 
again be offering coffee time at TCC, albeit a simplified version. 
Here is our idea. While we are meeting outdoors on the patio, 
we will have coffee, ice water, and one kind of cookie available 
to the congregation.  We may even try to serve it on the patio 
itself, so that you can drink and munch quietly during Pastor 
Donella's service (she has approved this!)..  We are so fortunate 
to have our delightful patio in which to hold our services, and 
this addition may make it even more special. 

 
                                                       ●  ●  ● 
 
Meals on wheels Returns - We have taken a hiatus from our 
normal routine of many years in delivering Meals on Wheels twice 
during the year for two workweeks each. Since most of us have had 
our COVID immunization and the routine does not require a lot of 
indoor contacts, except for a few minutes at a time, the Senior Center 
has agreed that we might begin delivering for just one workweek instead of  
two while we get back into performing this needed service. 
 
So we will deliver the last week in May, from Monday, May 24th thru Friday, May 
28th.  To sign up, please email me at rude.betts@gmail.com, while some of us are 
not attending church regularly. It is good to have two people each day, but one 
person can do the job. We are to be at the Senior Center at 10:45 and it takes 
about an hour. In the spring weather, this should be an especially pleasant way to 
serve the shut-ins in our community.  Laurie 
 
                                                       ●  ●  ● 

Thank you to Patrick Pine for the donation of a TV for Friendship Hall! 
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TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY 
CHURCH — UCC 
100 East E Street 
Tehachapi, CA   93561 

 
 
 

2 - Nick Smirnoff 
8 - Phyllis Belcher 
8 - Cade Jones 
8 - Tracy Lapham 
8 - Jan Roberts 
13 - Izzy Orrantia 
15 - Steve Rudin 
15- Chris Rush 
19 - Sue Daniels 
25 - Cheryl Harris 
26 - Jerry Jensen 
27 - Lauren Hollen 


