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   TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH  -  UCC 

100 East “E” Street    (661) 822-4443   office@tehachapi-ucc.org   
Rev. Donella Silveira, Pastor 

                                         
                            

                CHRIST IS RISEN! CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! 
                        ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA! ALLELUIA!  

 
As we gather on Easter Sunday morning, we greet each other 
with these words as we celebrate Christ’s victory over death. 
We come to church to cover the ugly cross with fresh flowers. 
We might come wearing new clothes to remind ourselves that 
in Christ we have been made new. But most of all, we come 
to offer our praise and thanks to the one who died so that we 
will have everlasting life. Alleluia! 
 
This past year we experienced a kind of death as Covid-19 
took a million lives around the world. We were separated from 

loved ones and friends. Jobs were lost as businesses died. Economies around world 
suffered. We witnessed the collapse of political will globally, and most astoundingly, here 
in our own nation. The deadly power of sin, the sin of greed, self-interest and racial 
bigotry, was exposed. Yet, on Easter, we celebrate that God walks with us on our own Via 
de la Rosa, as we begin to see signs of healing and restoration. Where there is death 
there will be a resurrection. In spite of Covid-19, Jesus is risen, and with Christ we also 
arise. Let us celebrate with joy. Alleluia!   
 
   This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow! 
   My love, the Crucified, has sprung to life this morrow. 
   Had Christ, who once was dead, not burst his three-day prison, 
   Our faith had been in vain. But now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 
   But now has Christ arisen!     —George R. Woodward 1848-1934  
 
Easter blessings, 
 
Pastor Donella 
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                                       KNOCK, KNOCK. WHO’S THERE? 

 
God laughs. Sometimes we forget this, but the church in Bavaria 
in the 16th century remembered.They began the tradition of Holy 
Hilarity Sunday, which was celebrated by  many Christians 
around the world until it was banned by Pope Clement X in the 
17th century.The tradition  was promptly forgotten until 1988, 
when a group known as the Fellowship of Merry Christians 
revived the idea. And who has better reason to rejoice than 
Christians? The idea is that the joke is on the devil, because 
Jesus died but rose from the grave to live again. 
 

On the first Sunday after Easter, 
April 11, we will celebrate Holy 
Hilarity. We will tell jokes and 
funny stories (make sure they are 
sanitized for church). We may do 
an outrageous thing or three as we 
make fun of Satan who tried to 
outsmart God. Think of this as a 
kind of April Fools’ Day for the 
Church. This might even be how 
April Fool’s Day started.  
  
When you come for worship, and 
we will worship as well as laugh. 
 
Don’t forget to bring 
your funny bone!                                        

 
Liturgists Needed 

 
We are using liturgists to assist with Sunday services and need to know who enjoys 
doing this. It is an educational and spiritual opportunity to be a part of the worship 
service. One is expected to read the scripture as well as lead responsive readings 
and prayers. 
 
Please contaact Phyllis Belcher (822-4340 or email phbel@prodigy.net) if you 
are willing to serve as a liturgist. 
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Our Search for a New Pastor! 

 
In our search for a settled pastor, we need to form a designated search team who 
are committed to the future of our church and have the time to dedicate for 
meetings.  Before volunteering, please know that the work, guided by the UCC, 
includes building the profile of the church, reviewing surveys from the congregation 
(or calling and asking members for their opinions) and answering the major 
question about our future:  Who is God calling us to become?  
 
Let’s look together at the first part of our work. We are asked, in our search, what 
are the core competencies our church needs in a settled pastor?  Members of our 
Leadership Teams gathered these so far: 
 
Let’s get a caring, sensitive, and sociable minister who does pastoral care and 
who will focus on bringing the congregation together to support each other.  
 
Let’s have someone who brings God into our everyday lives.  
 
Someone who is: 
 
Inclusive & accepting 
—fosters a safe and positive environment to discuss differing beliefs (religious,   
    social, etc...) 
—uses various religious beliefs (Christianity, Buddhism, etc...) to guide spiritual,  
    ethical, moral, and social lessons 
—Rejects religious, social, political stereotypes 
—uninterested in preaching a specific religious dogma or literal interpretations but,  
    rather, uses religious stories/teachings to guide the congregation on their  
    individual spiritual journey 
 
Builds participatory leadership 
—seeks input from every church member 
—identifies opportunities for growth and works cooperatively with the church  
    members to implement them 
—Leads boldly but with compassion 
 
Commits to being a community builder 
—unapologetically celebrates our churches inclusivity and seeks a role for our  
    church with the larger community 
—willing to be active participant in the community (e.g., writing for the paper,  
    community speaking roles, involvement in public events, etc....)  
—welcomes those who have been alienated by other religions or social  
    organizations due to their beliefs 
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TREASURER’S REPORT  
          February 2021 
 
INCOME  $ 5,709.11 
EXPENSES $ 4,860.61 
NET   $    848.50 
 
OFFERINGS $ 4,470.11 
 
January—February 2021   YTD 
 
INCOME  $11,272.11 
EXPENSES $  9,751.93 
NET   $  1,520.18 
 
Bank of the Sierra – February 28, 2021 
 
SAVINGS  $   8,985.95 
Capital Fund $ 18,477.09  
Checking  $ 21,564.69 
TOTAL  $ 49,027.73 
 
January and February were similar in revenue and expenses, yielding a net 
surplus each month. Income and expenses are both below budget due to the 
lack of facility use, and low repair and maintenance expense.  

Tithe.ly, our online giving provider, is being used by several members, and is 
a useful way to keep track of your tithes and donations to our church. You 
can create an account online and download the Tithe.ly app to your phone. 
Thanks for your continued support.  

Regards, 

Porter Underwood - Treasurer 

 

Women Who Wine (WWW) 
by Laurie Betts 

 

 We are looking forward to the warmer weather where we can 
 gather outdoors.  As we can't count on that weather for our third 
Sunday gathering, we will plan on meeting on Zoom, April 18th. 

   If we have warm weather, we will let you know where we will  
                     meet. Please join us, either remotely or in person! 



 

 April 2021 Whistle          Page 5 

                                             
    COVID-19 OUTREACH 
 
After experiencing some chaos in getting an appointment for herself and her 
husband, Kathy Murguia determined that she needed to find a way to help 
other Tehachapi residents make an appointment to receive the COVID-19 
vaccine.  Kathy is the former team leader of TCC's Social Justice Team, and 
social service has been her career and, more impor-tantly, her life-long 
passion. 
 
She decided TCC's Community Service team might want to be involved.  So 
she called me, as I am the co-leader with Jan Roberts. I said I would like to 
be a part of this worthwhile outreach. Eileen Buterra of St. Malachy's St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, first joined Kathy. After an early discussion and 
outline of ways we could assist residents, which were quite involved, the 
State quickly developed My Turn to assist the appointment-making process 
by having one phone number and one website to make all appointments for 
all of the sites in the state. 
 
This really simplified our effort. We 
developed the colorful flyer which you 
see, that gives information about My Turn 
in English and Spanish, and also gives 
encouragement to get the vaccine. So far 
Kathy has put together groups which have 
distributed 1,927 flyers; Sherrie and I have 
done 82. You will see the list of sponsors 
on the bottom. They include TCC, 
Tehachapi Valley Health-care District, St. 
Vincent de Paul, and FIELD 
(Farmworkers Institute for Education and 
Leadership Development). All of these 
entities are taking part. Representing TCC 
so far, besides Kathy and me, are Linda 
Flores, Jan Roberts, Sherrie Lendroth, 
Nancy and Danny Romero, and Cheryl 
Bain.   
 
If you would like to help us distribute these flyers, please contact us by 
emailing me at rude.betts@gmail.com.   
 
Laurie Rude Betts 
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 from the Sexton’s closet ... 
 
 Spring is coming and the church garden is stirring with the 
enthusiasm of wakening up and the promise of forthcoming 

color and life. Under the careful guardianship of church members such as 
Chris and Carol Rush, along with the wonderful green thumbs of Jan Roberts, 
a newly tuned garden of Iris, Daffodils, Roses, an occasional Tulip and lots of 
sweet smelling Lavender all are about to explode as the weather warms.  
 
Weeding control has begun by your Sexton in anticipation of this forthcoming 
splendor. Each weed removed leaves a spot for a new weed to emerge from 
the cradle of natures weed nursery, this event of nature will continue into 
perpetuity. As you walk through the garden feel free, to pull a weed or two. By 
so doing you’re helping nature continue its tenacity of life eternal. 
 
Watering has started in earnest and is based on a schedule of visual need. 
Later in the spring it will follow a prescribed water management schedule. 
Good Samaritans stop to water on occasion and if you’re one of those, be 
sure you fill the little bird bath sitting on the ground near the large Lavender 
bush. Birds enjoy its water for both drinking and splashing. Soon thirsty 
harmless bees will inhabit the area as they pull sweet nectar from the 
blossoming Lavender bush.  
 
Trustees are holding off on building upgrades until COVID ends and the re-
establishment of a stronger level of income can be reached.  Maintenance 
chores are geared toward building maintenance needs. For now, “if it ain’t 
broke don't fix it” is the plan of the day. All heating and plumbing are operated 
periodically to maintain its servicing ability. Toilets flushed and sink water run 
to prevent collecting of rust in the pipes. Rest room stocking, wastepaper 
basket emptying and light housekeeping is being done on a limited basis and 
as directed by the Trustees Committee. Our Pastors garden area is being 
cleaned up by Jan Roberts and her helpers. In addition to the anticipation of 
planting flowers, Jan has had one of our benches placed in the garden so 
Pastor Donella can meet with guests outside in the warm sun of a Tehachapi 
day. 
 
Church life goes on for now via zoom, and how wonderful to hear a bit of 
normalcy as Jim Carmichael rings our church bell on Sunday and to hear our 
Pastor’s message along with the fine music  performed by our dedicated 
musicians.  
 
God Bless!  
 
Nick Smirnoff 
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                        IN MEMORY OF MIKE MCCALLION  
                                        FROM EDNA  
 
Edna and Mike were always ready to help at church, whether it was Edna in 
the kitchen or Mike helping Irene to count. Edna took on the important project 
of enhancing and updating Cameryn's Tehachapi Community Services 
Directory and distributing it throughout Tehachapi. Their goodness and talent 
are missed.  Edna asked us to send the following message to all of you.  
Please leave a note or memory for Edna and the girls at Wood’s site 
www.woodmortuary.net. 
 
My dearest friends and family, 
 
It is with deep sadness that I share with you the loss of my darling 
Mike on February 28, 2021 in Tehachapi. My honey was a devoted and 
loving husband, father and friend, who was vital in so many lives 
and ever ready to support in any way needed. He was my Renaissance 
Man with myriad talents and so much general knowledge that we 
called him the "answer man". You only played Trivia if you could be 
on his team! Our home is filled with his beautiful, crafted furniture, 
wood turnings, as well as graphic and photo art projects. He loved 
nature and especially the birds. They are missing him too! 
 
After retiring he ventured into several businesses. The first was The 
Children's Woodshop where he made classic wooden preschool 
furniture. In Tehachapi he had Cummings Valley Graphics. One of his 
favorite projects was working with Ed and Marion Sampson to promote 
Mourning Cloak Ranch with brochures and advertising. He also had 
a photo arts business and sold pieces at the Cultural Arts Event in 
Bear Valley Springs. 
 
He was my faithful and loving partner for 62 years and saw me 
through some very tough times. He was a loving, fun dad to our two 
daughters who will miss their daddy. He was the wind beneath my 
wings in all my ventures. We did things our way and always together!  
 
I miss him terribly but the amazing memories of our wondrous life 
together will sustain me ‘til we meet again. 
 
                   (continued on Page 8) 
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IN MEMORY OF MIKE MCCALLION (continued) 

 
Mike wanted a party to celebrate his life, so if you would like, please 
share any memories of your times with him along with other friends 
and family here.   
 
In lieu of gifts or flowers, please consider donating in Mike’s honor to 
an organization he loved, Best Friends Animal Sanctuary. 
www.bestfriends.org 
 
I can be reached at both my email address: eamherb@sbcglobal.net 
and on my mobile phone (661)301-7892. 
 
With much love, 
 
Edna 
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