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   TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH  -  UCC 

100 East “E” Street    (661) 822-4443   office@tehachapi-ucc.org   
Rev. Nancy Bacon, Pastor 

                                        
                           

MARCH 2021  
 

 PASTORAL PONDERINGS 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Is God real?  How do we know? 
 
We have entered the season of Lent, a time of prayer, fasting and alms. The season be-
gan with ashes, a reminder that we are “captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.” But 
these ashes were not heaped upon us. They came in the shape of the cross as they were 
placed upon our forehead…the cross that atones for sin. The Cross is God’s ultimate 
covenant with humanity that we shall not die, but live with the triune God in a renewed 
creation, freed from the bonds of death. 
 
A covenant is a promise made between two unequal partners. Through Lent this year 
our Old Testament lesson each Sunday will tell of a covenant God made with the peo-
ple of God.  
 
In Genesis 9:8-17, God promises never again to destroy the earth by a flood. The rain-
bow is the sign of God’s promise. 
 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16, promises that old and childless Abram and Sari will have off-
spring that will become a new nation. As a sign they receive the new names of Abra-
ham and Sarah. In our baptismal covenant with God, we receive our new name as Child 
of God. 
 
On the third Sunday, we read from Exodus 20:1-17. These ten commands tell the wan-
dering people how they are to live under God’s care.  

 

(continued on page 2) 
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The fourth covenant is found in Numbers 21:4-9. The people have forgotten about 
God’s faithfulness and grumble about their hardships. God becomes angry and sends 
poisonous snakes. Moses pleads with God and God relents. The people are to make a 
serpent of bronze and place it high on a pole as a reminder of their unfaithfulness. This 
story pre-figures the lifting up of Jesus on the cross as restitution for our sins. 
 
On the last Sunday before Holy Week, we read from Jeremiah 31:31-34. Here we learn 
that God will make a final covenant, better than a rainbow or a bronze snake. There will 
no longer be a need for stone tablets since God’s law will be written in our hearts. In 
this final covenant, lifted on the Cross of Jesus the Christ, God says, “I will forget their 
iniquity and remember their sins no more.” This final covenant, sealed by Jesus’ death, 
resurrection and ascension promises that we will never again be separated from God. 
 
This is our Lenten walk through the history of God’s plan of salvation. Throughout this 
history God has made promises with us that we have broken each time. Yet God does 
not abandon us. If anything, when God has threatened punishment, God relents until 
God comes to us in Jesus.  
 
How do we know our God is real? Can you think of any other god who would be so 
caring, loving and forgiving as to lay down his own life for creation?  
  
Lenten blessings, 
Pastor Donella  

UPCOMING CALENDAR: 
 
Wednesday, March 3rd:  Called to Care, 10:30, in the Office (with masks and 
social distancing) 

Saturday, March 6th:  Men’s Group, Friendship Hall, 10:00 a.m. 

Sunday, March 7th:  Trustees Meeting (Time & Location TBD) 
 
Thursday, March 18th:  Leadership Team Meeting, 4:00 p.m. (via Zoom) 
 
Sunday, March 21st:  Women Who Wine (or not), 11:15 a.m. (via Zoom) 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

    3 - Kathy Murguia 

    8 - Rev. Lewis Wakeland 

  11 - Edna McCallion 

  11 - Jenna Jones  (10 years old!) 

  14 - Sally Errecart 

  23 - Julie Bulloch 

    

 

 

 

 

       

 

   

 

 
                        LOOKING AHEAD TO HOLY WEEK 

- by Pastor Donella 
 

Holy Week begins with Palm/Passion Sunday, a day when we hear the 
people praise Jesus with palms in the morning, and condemn him in the 
afternoon. Tentative plans are to receive palms in our parking lot at 

church, and drive through  downtown as you did last year, and then to gather at church (or 
park or… depending on weather) to hear the reading of the Passion According to St. Mark. 
 
The last three days of the week form the Triduum, one worship event that is spread over the 
three days of Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  
 
Maundy Thursday is the day we remember Jesus’ mandate to love one another.  The service 
includes washing of the feet and Holy Communion.  Our service in this Covid year will be 
pre-recorded so that you can tune in at your convenience.  You may wash the feet of other 
people in your bubble or, if you prefer, wash hands.  Have a bowl of water ready for this 
part of the service.  Also have bread and wine or juice ready for communion. 
 
Good Friday will also be pre-recorded.  This will be a Protestant version of the Stations of 
the Cross, also known as Stations of the Resurrection.  This is a series of scripture readings 
with congregational response, as we focus on the cross of Jesus the Christ. 
  
The third service on Saturday night is the Easter Vigil, the grand service of the Church 
Year.  I am saddened that we will be unable to gather for this evening of remembering the 
history of salvation, as we watch for the dawn of Easter.    
 
It is tempting to skip Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, but how can we celebrate the 
marvel of the resurrection if we have not walked with Jesus in his last supper with his disci-
ples, and through his suffering and death? 
 

These plans may change if we are allowed to return to in-person worship. 
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THANK YOU PATRICK! 
 
Since it was Patrick Pine’s last official duty as Moderator of 
our church, a token of appreciation was presented to him at 
the Annual Meeting in January, for serving our congregation 
for the last five years.  Patrick took over from Mickey Brown 
the last year of his term because the Browns moved to 
Washington state in 2015. 
 
The award is a solid, clear glass flame, with a red colored 
center which is 12” high and 3” wide, and weighs a hefty 3 
pounds! 
 
Thanks, Patrick, for a job Well Done! 

“VIRTUAL” CHURCH SERVICES 
 
As you have probably heard, we currently have 3 options to access our virtual church ser-
vices on Sunday mornings, beginning at 10:30 a.m.  We will continue to send out weekly 
reminders.  However, unless otherwise notified, these will be the logins EVERY WEEK: 
 

To Join ZOOM MEETING: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89931284397?
pwd=eEJoS2JKQVpBRVJyM1Z0NU5BZ2haQT09 
Meeting ID:  899 3128 4397 
Passcode:  Sabbath 
  
If joining by PHONE: 
    dial: +1 (669) 900-6833 
then as prompted 
Meeting ID:  899 3128 4397# 
Passcode:  4426921#   
  
If calling in, PLEASE MUTE YOUR PHONE - use the MUTE BUTTON if your phone 
has one, or press *6 to mute; if you want to speak - press *6, and when finished 
speaking, press *6 again. 
  
Lastly, if you wish to view the service via FACEBOOK LIVE, go to the church's Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/tehachapiucc/.  At 10:30, the live feed will be listed, and 
run until the end of service.  If you can't attend live, the video will remain available for 
viewing at anytime from our Facebook page. 
  
**Note: you DO NOT have to have a Facebook account to be able to view the church's 
Facebook page.  (If a window pops up, asking you to log in or to create an account, just 
click "Not Now" at the bottom of the box.) 
  
Nancy Franklin 
Moderator 

http://link.icnsend.com/c/443/7ea635ced0150dd531909fa6f02cb60eb03608fe0d9020669903eceecdc9f59a
http://link.icnsend.com/c/443/7ea635ced0150dd531909fa6f02cb60eb03608fe0d9020669903eceecdc9f59a
http://link.icnsend.com/c/443/7ea635ced0150dd531909fa6f02cb60eb03608fe0d902066f9420fb4e5ebeab5
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“TCC READS” 

by Jan Roberts 
 
 

Let's get into historical fiction, where authors combine re-
search and their literary gifts to breathe life into the events of the 

past.  Here are three best-sellers for your Spring reading enjoyment and en-
lightenment: 
 
 
THE NIGHT WATCHMAN 
- by Louise Erdrich  (Recommended by Jan Roberts) 
 
Based on the experiences of the author's Chippewa grandfather, the novel re-
veals the intimate lives of Native families surviving on their reservation in 
North Dakota in the 1950s. It chronicles how, against all odds, the tribal coun-
cil challenges a law coming before the U.S. Congress that would strip them of 
their remaining tribal rights and identity.  
 
 
Two novels by James Alexander Thom (Recommended by AAUW member 
Connie Brehm) 
 
FOLLOW THE RIVER 
 
Taken captive in a bloody raid by Shawnee Indians in 1755, pregnant Mary In-
gles eventually escapes and travels, alone, through 1000 miles of uncharted 
wilderness down the Ohio River to reunite with her family.  A riveting account 
of bravery and survival. 
 
 
ST. PATRICK’S BATTALION 
 
In a little-known and improbable event of the Mexican-American War, a group 
of Irish-Catholic American soldiers desert their brutal, racist commander to 
join Santa Ana's troops in battle against their own country's invading forces. 
Under a green Irish flag, the 16 men become heroes of a very different sort, 
giving their lives for their faith and their belief in a righteous cause.  
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  GLOBAL MISSIONS / UGANDA UPDATE 
 
We in California and other western states continue to be worried about our ongoing 
lack of rain and snow, and the impacts of drought and climate change on our world. 
In sub-Saharan Africa, where the impact of a changing climate is also felt, water in a 
different context has an even more immediate and personal impact.   
 
Water, and it's companion, sanitation, are essential for life and health. In Uganda, un-
equal access to clean, safe drinking water, along with poor sanitation and hygiene, 
make thousands of children each year very sick and at risk for death. Diarrhea, one 
of three major deadly childhood ailments in Uganda, kills 33 children every day.  
 
In most cases, children get sick from drinking filthy, disease-laden water.  (In a per-
sonal aside, when Pastor Nancy and I visited one remote Ugandan village in 2014, I 
was approached by women my age repeating a few words very urgently. Until I 
found someone to translate, I had no idea what was being said. All they wanted was 
that most basic thing--soap, just soap -- and we had none. Remembering that scene 
still bothers me.) 
 
Aid Africa believes that water and sanitation are human rights, fundamental to every 
child and adult. They are essential not only for health and well-being, but for dignity, 
empowerment, and prosperity. During the pandemic, your donation to secure these 
rights is even more critical.. Whether a single contribution, or a monthly donation, 
your help will allow the vital work of restoring water wells and providing education 
on health practices to continue and expand. After fifteen years, Aid Africa knows 
how to get things done! 
 
Please send your check to: 
   Aid Africa 
   3915 Pennsylvania Avenue  
   La Crescenta, CA. 91214 
 
Or donate online: 
   AidAfrica.net/donate 
   (A 501(c)(3) charity) 
 
To learn more, visit our website: 
tcccucc.org - Global Missions 
 
Thank you!  
 

Jan Roberts, Team Leader 
 

http://tcccucc.org
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TREASURER’S REPORT  
January 2021 
 
INCOME  $ 5,613.60 
EXPENSES $ 4,891.32 
NET   $    722.28 
 

OFFERINGS $ 4,418.60 
 

Bank of the Sierra – January 31 
 
SAVINGS  $   8,985.95 
Capital Fund $ 18,477.09  
Checking  $ 19,230.12 
TOTAL  $ 46,693.16 
 

We are off to a good fiscal start for 2021, by being within budget and not 
having a large repair project looming.  Offerings and expenses were close to 
budget.  The net surplus is mostly due to charges that will be applied in Feb-
ruary, such as our quarterly ADT payment due next month. 
 

Online giving using Tithe.ly accounted for 19% of the offering for January. 
Tithe.ly tracks the charging process, and makes the bank deposit in a few 
days.  
 

Regards, 
Porter Underwood - Treasurer 

 

Women Who Wine (WWW) 
by Laurie Betts 

 

Although meeting on Zoom is not quite the same as meeting 
face to face, there were 13 of us who met in February, and we 
had a good visit.  So please join us in March on the third Sun-

day, March 21st, at the conclusion of church or 11:15.  We hope to 
see you then! 
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