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   TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH  -  UCC 

100 East “E” Street    (661) 822-4443   office@tehachapi-ucc.org   
Rev. Nancy Bacon, Pastor 

                                          
                           

January     2021
  

  
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings!  THANK YOU so much for the lovely photo memory book!!!  It is chock full of so 
many wonderful moments being with you through the years.  Thank you for submitting pic-
tures and writing notes and poems.  It’s like a precious senior year book, only I’m not a senior 
in high school, but a senior in life.  Thanks especially to Linda Flores for putting it all together.  
I am filled with gratitude and memories of you all.  I will treasure the book forever. 
 
It’s hard to believe that this will be the last time that I write to you for the Whistle.  This sea-
son of year is naturally busy with holiday greeting cards, decorating, gift giving, and worship 
planning.  The time is flying by and it’s hard to take it all in.  I loved our sweet outdoor Christ-
mas pageant - thank you to those who helped make it possible!   
 
Many of us have also been busy with writing annual reports, lining up church team leaders for 
the coming year, and collecting stewardship pledges to create the annual budget.  I’ve been 
organizing items in my office to hand off to your next pastor, and cleaning out my things.  In 
the process, it all seems sort of surreal.  I’ve tried to pause often to look around and count my 
blessings.  You have blessed Steve and me in so many ways.  I’d like to list something about 
each one of you, but please know that we have felt loved and learned much from you.  I was so 
honored to walk with and pastor to LGBTQ people who, to this day, still do not get the dignity 
they deserve.  Keep up this vital ministry!  Be there for one another!  I was also honored to be 
with people grieving the loss of loved ones.  How precious that some of you have gone and 
played music at the window of a dear member close to dying.  Keep up this vital ministry!  Be 
there for one another!  I have been honored to play with children and adults seeking to find 
God who wants to play with all of us.  And I have been honored to be with some of you who 
have suffered major depression and illnesses.  Thank you for all you’ve taught me, and please 
forgive me for times when I fell short of your expectations.  If you think I am writing specifi-
cally about you, please know that there are others in the same boat.  Be there for one another! 
 

(continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
 
Some really good news is that your next pastor, and her husband, are awesome.  I could sit and 
enjoy their company for hours.  I believe you all will fall in love with them fast and fiercely.  I 
believe God is placing this church in good hands, and that your future will be a great adven-
ture.  Thanks to all who have served, and those continuing to 
serve, to be the church God dreams of for this community 
and for our world. 
 
God Bless and Happy New Year! 
 
Love, 
Pastor Nancy 

TRUSTEES REPORT  
- Jim Carmichael 

 
For the year of 2020, I want to thank the following members for 

their service to the church, and being a Trustee: Nick Smirnoff, 
Chris Fickes, Joanne Beckett, Margie and Porter Underwood, Ellen Hays, 

and Brian St John.  We also have Pastor Nancy Bacon, Church Moderator Patrick 
Pine, and Phyllis Belcher, Personnel & Pastoral Relations.  And Jim Carmichael, 
Trustee Team Leader. 

AFTER CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
 

On Zoom, either by computer or telephone.  The phone number is 669-900-6833.  
The Meeting ID# is 857-780-118, passcode 074666. 

 
Sunday, December 27th - After Christmas, this Sunday will primarily be a festival of music 
and a Zoom chat about our recent most precious Christmas moments, holding Christmas in 
our hearts. 

UPCOMING CALENDAR: 
 

Saturday, January 2nd:  Men’s Group, Friendship Hall, 10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, January 3rd:  Trustees Meeting (Time & Location TBD) 
 

Sunday, January 17th:  Women Who Wine (TBD) 
 

Thursday, January 21st:  Leadership Team Meeting, 4:00 p.m. (via Zoom) 
 

Sunday, January 31st:  Annual Meeting, following church (via Zoom/phone) 
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TO REVEREND NANCY...   

 

Rev. Nancy, you have served our church for nearly seven years.  
You have been a creative force who found multiple ways to 
reach people.  You were always energetic when communi-
cating with children and youth.  One of the ways that you 
were able to do that involved the active contributions of your 
spouse, Steve.  He was always willing to wear costumes and appear in 
skits.  He volunteered to lead Sunday School classes, and assisted you in so many 
ways.  Your daughter, Whitney, literally grew up with us, and she also contributed 
significantly by acting in skits, leading groups of children, and applying her thes-
pian skills to help provide a religious message.  You were able to enlist your part-
ner and daughter in the life of our church – and you were able to effectively com-
municate with the young and the young at heart. 
 
You actively engaged in our mission work – not only supporting, but twice visit-
ing, the children's home in Africa (see update in this newsletter,) and an HIV/Aids 
shelter in Tijuana, as well as traveling to meet with Christians in Cuba.  Your ef-
forts in this area conveyed our faith, from our little mountain town in California, 
to people needing assistance far from us. 
   
You spread the word about our church and our progressive beliefs with your col-
umns in The Loop.  We could look forward to the message you shared with the 
greater Tehachapi community in those columns. 
 
You engaged with other faith groups – such as Faith in Kern/Faith in the Valley, 
and you represented us in multiple social justice activities in Tehachapi and in 
Bakersfield.  You enthusiastically engaged in fellowship with women – whether as 
an active participant in ‘Women Who Wine,’ or making sure that women were 
given full credit for their vital roles in the life of the church. 
 
When the pandemic caused a drastic change in lives the world over – including 
inhibiting our ability to meet traditionally – you were able to organize outdoor 
services, and were innovative in your approach to ministry outside of our sanctu-
ary. 
 
So we wish you and Steve the best, and will fondly remember your ministry to us 
and throughout the region and the world! 
 
Patrick Pine, Moderator 
(On behalf of the TCC Congregation) 



 

December Whistle          Page 5 

ANGEL TAGS WELL SUPPORTED! 
- Laurie Betts 

 

As always, our generous TCC congregation came through with 
great support: $625 was contributed for the Salvation Army's An-
gel Tag program for the less fortunate children in our communi-

ty.  Director Sandy Chavez was very pleased with this great support, 
which would be used to buy the gifts for the children whose Angel Tags had not been 
fulfilled.  TCC certainly shows up as a church which supports the Salvation Army 
and Tehachapi! 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

   12  - Nancy Romero 

   12  - Shirley Scirone 

   13 -  Rev. Nancy Bacon 

   16  - Carolyn Pearson 

   24 -  Joanne Beckett 

   26  - Hamed Jones 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 
by Phyllis Belcher 

 
Pastor Donella Silveira has been selected as Interim 
Pastor to begin January 1st, 2021. The Pastoral/Staff 
Committee is charged with this responsibility and, with the 
help of several interested church members, this decision was 
made. 
 
A contract has been signed by Pastor Donella and by Patrick Pine, and Porter Un-
derwood on behalf of the Church.  It is for half-time work, and will be reviewed in 6 
months.  If the Pastor and the Church are in agreement, the contract may be ex-
tended until a settled pastor is hired.  
 
Finding a new pastor may take as long as 12 to 18 months, according to Pastor 
Donella. She will guide church members in considering goals and objectives, to de-
velop a profile to guide the search process.  Pastor Donella is a retired Lutheran 
pastor, and has helped various churches through pastoral transitions.  She comes 
highly recommended, and we look forward to working with her.  
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                                 I will not leave you orphaned… John 14:18 
 
Dear People in Christ, 
 
In the verse above, Jesus is telling his disciples that he will leave them, and he 
promises that they will be cared for after he is gone.  Jesus, of course, is speaking 
of the Holy Spirit and his second coming, which we look for in our Advent cele-
bration. 
 
The Church, as the body of Christ, makes this same promise to the congregations. 
The loss of a pastor leaves people wondering, “Who will care for us?”, and the 
church replies by sending an interim pastor as a temporary shepherd. 
 
An interim, who is assigned, not called, serves as the pastor of the congregation 
during a pastoral vacancy.  The interim supports the people as they grieve the loss 
of their pastor, and serves as an advisor to the Call Committee through the dis-
cernment process. 
 
December 31, 2020 will be Pr. Nancy’s last day as your pastor.  She has been 
much loved for she has dearly loved you and served you well.  I know it will be 
as hard for her to say good-bye to you as it will be for you.  This year is even 
more difficult, as there can be no hugs and smiles are hidden behind masks.  Shed 
the tears, hold on to the memories, and keep each other in prayer as you look to 
the future. 
 
I will become your pastor as of January 1, 2021, and I look forward to being in 
ministry with you.  My gifts will be different from Pr. Nancy, but I promise to 
love and care for you.  As a Lutheran, I have much to learn from you and I ask 
for your patience as well as your prayers.  Let us learn from each other.  What I 
bring is experience, since this will be my sixth assignment. 
 
Let us close in prayer. 
 
Eternal God, we thank you for the ministry of Rev. Nancy, and for our life togeth-
er in this congregation and community.  As she has been a blessing to us, so now 
send her forth to be a blessing to others.  Be with our congregation during this 
time of discernment and lead us; through Jesus Christ, Our Savior and Lord. 
Amen  
 
Blessings, 
Pr. Donella Silveira 
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Encouraging Your Attendance Via Zoom (or Phone) in Our Annual 
Meeting on January 31, 2021 

 

This year’s Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 31st, 
2021, following our Sunday worship service.  Based on current 
limitations on in-person gatherings, we presume the meeting will 
be held via a Zoom meeting.  We are researching how we can meet and 
vote using that format, as well as phoning in, and will provide more details 
prior to the meeting.  Our bylaws require that one third of our membership – approxi-
mately 40 members – need to be present to have a quorum.  
   

The Annual Meeting is important – we elect leaders, recognize the service of several 
persons for their voluntary service, and we review and approve the annual budget.  
These are all important to our vital activities. 
 

Please mark your calendars to participate in the Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
 January 31, following worship. 

Note to Leaders of Our Ministries and Teams – We Need Your 
Annual Reports 

 
We include written reports of the past year’s activities of our minis-
tries and teams, that are distributed to all members prior to our 
Annual Meeting.  We are asking leaders of ministries and teams to 

send short written reports to Patrick Pine as soon as possible, but no later 
than January 5th, at patrickjpine@gmail.com.  Patrick will send all reports to our 
Secretary, to be compiled in our Annual Meeting packets. 

Shirley Jensen 
 

Shirley Jensen, long-time beloved member of TCC, passed 
away on December 4th at the senior care facility where she had 
been staying.  Shirley leaves behind her loving husband, Jerry; her 
daughter Laurie Williams; three sons, Jeff Brown, Jayson Brown, and 
Jamison Brown; stepdaughter Linda Haines and stepson Craig Jensen; and 
numerous nieces, nephews, and grandchildren.  Shirley was always eager to 
serve where she was needed.  She was an active TCC kitchen crew member, 
and always arrived early to help out in Friendship Hall.  There are no services 
planned at this time.  However, the family would like to send a heartfelt thanks 
to the congregation members for their cards, prayers, and support.   

mailto:patrickjpine@gmail.com
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NANCY FRANKLIN 

 
 

Hello!!  I was born in Poughkeepsie, New York 
in 1949, the third of what would be five children.  My 

father was a WWII Marine, and my mother was a teacher.  After an 
uneventful childhood in a rural area of NY, I went off to college and 
started teaching in 1973.  I have had a most wonderful career, start-
ing as a general education teacher in NY, working with children 
with disabilities in East LA, and collaborating with others in various 
out of classroom positions to ensure that children have the best edu-
cation possible.  I retired as a Director in the Division of Special 
Education for Los Angeles Unified School District in 2013. 
 
On a personal note, I met my wife in 1979 in NY, and we moved to CA in 1983.  In 1986, we 
adopted our son, Michael.  In 1987, we adopted his brother, Greg.  In 1990, we adopted their sister, 
Kate.  Our lives were overflowing with amazing days.  When Kate was 2 years old, we brought 
Mary’s brother into our home, as he was extremely ill.  He had been a Marine in Vietnam, and we 
will never know the full effects of Agent Orange, but we cared for him for many years.  When he 
died, he left his darling son, Hunter, in our care.  We have had great joys but, also, great sadness as 
we lost each of our four brothers and our fathers over the years.  We lost Hunter to drug overdose 
four years ago.    
 
Currently, I work with children with Autism and behavioral challenges through a non-public agen-
cy, Inclusive Education and Community Partnership.  I am Clinical Support for staff, and oversee 
professional development.  I have loved working with children my whole life, but I have embraced 
working with adults as well.  It is such a pleasure to learn from others and grow together.   
 
Through all of this, the joys, and the challenges, I have maintained a belief in a loving God.  I have 
always felt wrapped up in God’s goodness and that, while we may not know the future, we can do 
our finest work every day.   
 
**Editor’s Note: Nancy has volunteered to serve as our new Moderator next year and, pending the 
all church meeting in January, will officially assume her new role.  We feel lucky to have her!! 
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Pearls of Africa Update 
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“The Pearls of Africa Kids Are Thriving” 
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  “TCC READS” 
Books for the New Year 

by Jan Roberts 
 

 

A WOMAN OF NO IMPORTANCE 
- by Sonia Purnell   (recommended by Jan Combs) 
 
This is the untold story of Virginia Hall, the American Spy, who helped win 
WWII.  In spite of having a prosthetic leg, she became the first Allied woman 
deployed behind enemy lines and she helped revolutionize secret warfare as we 
know it.  An amazing story. 
 

 
MIDNIGHT AT THE BLACKBIRD CAFÉ 
- by Heather Webber  (recommended by Linda Flores) 
 
This book is a captivating blend of magical realism, heartwarming romance, 
and small-town Southern charm.  It’s full of family secrets, undeniable charm, 
and that particular touch of magic so often found in the South.  If you’re look-
ing for an easy, “feel good” read, this is a perfect choice. 
 
 
THE DEAD ARE ARISING 
- by Les Payne   (recommended by Jan Roberts) 
 
To expand your study of racism in America, a friend of Laurie Betts suggested 
the recent much-awarded non-fiction, The Dead are Arising, by Pulitzer-
winning journalist and author, Les Payne. This book is an intensively-
researched and hugely-readable study of Malcolm X and the people and events 
surrounding the life of this controversial civil rights icon.  
 
 

In good literature we can find wisdom and inspiration, such as in this beautiful 
quote from J.R.R. Tolkien, The Return of the King: 
 
"There, peeping among the cloud-wrack above a dark tor high up in the 
mountains, Sam saw a white star twinkle for a while. The beauty of it 
smote his heart, as he looked up out of the forsaken land, and hope re-
turned to him. For like a shaft, clear and cold, the thought pierced him 
that in the end the shadow was only a small and passing thing: there was 
light and high beauty for ever beyond its reach." 
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                        TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

November 2020 
INCOME  $ 8,335.57 
EXPENSES $ 7,555.42 
NET     $    800.15 
 

OFFERINGS $ 6,145.57 
 

January – November 2020    YTD 
INCOME  $84,459.70 
EXPENSES $90,100.04 
NET (LOSS) ($ 5,640.34) 
 

Bank of the Sierra – October 31 
SAVINGS  $   8,984.82 
Capital Fund $ 18,477.09  
Checking  $ 19,712.99 
 

November income was higher due to more offerings and having five Sun-
days.  Expenses were higher due to quarterly payments and dispensing of 
dedicated funds, such as the Salvation Army Thanksgiving Fund and the 
Deacon Fund. 
 
For those who have not yet submitted their Pledge Cards for 2021, please 
do so as soon as possible, so that we can prepare a budget for next year. 
 
Regards, 
Porter Underwood - Treasurer 

 

CONVERSATIONS ON RACE 
 

Each Wednesday, our church’s conference holds a Zoom meeting from 1:00
-2:00 p.m. for people to come together to talk about issues related to race.  

There are discussion facilitators and usually the format is for one person to say a devo-
tion and share a story related to their experience or what they’ve been taught about race.  Many 
churches are divided by race.  Most are not very diverse.  This Zoom meeting allows people who 
may never get another safe space to come together with a diverse group to learn from and show up 
for one another.  Anyone is welcome any Wednesday.  If you are interested, you may contact Vir-
ginia Arroyo at arroyo@scncucc.org to ask for the Zoom link for the meeting. 

mailto:arroyo@scncucc.org
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