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 PASTORAL PONDERINGS 
- Rev. Donella Silveira 

 
 On February 17th, Ash Wednesday, we enter the season of Lent.  Since Lent is often 
portrayed as a solemn time of sacrifice, a time when “fun times” are set aside, people are often 
surprised to learn that the word Lent means spring.  In both our chronological year and our 
church year we are entering spring. 
 Think of the bulbs you may have planted.  Hidden underground where we cannot see, a 
stem is pushing upward, breaking through dirt clods, climbing toward the surface.  When it 
breaks through the soil, the stem may still be turned toward the ground, then slowly facing to-
ward the source of light until it fully blossoms to receive the full warmth of the sun. 
 Lent calls us to break through the dirt clods of sin that hide us from the bright light of 
God in Jesus the Christ, so that we can bloom in the warmth of our creator. 
 Of course, we do not do this alone, but with the call of the Holy Spirit.  For our part, 
we discipline ourselves through prayer, fasting and alms. 
 Our Lenten prayers are both prayers of confession (breaking through the clods) and 
thanksgiving for the direction of the SON. 
 Alms is charity, helping to meet the needs of others, but also liberally forgiving other 
as God forgives us.  
 Fasting, in many ways, is the most misunderstood of the three disciplines.  We often 
hear that to give up something we need or that we enjoy is to be reminded of the suffering of 
Jesus.  I don’t think that giving up chocolate for Lent quite equates with the pain Jesus endured 
for our salvation.  What if, rather than giving up something for Lent, we re-purposed some-
thing for the sake of Lent?  This Lent, I plan to re-purpose five minutes of sleep to spend five 
more minutes in morning devotions.  Instead of buying the book I want, I might give those 
dollars to the food bank. The purpose of fasting is to “have not” so that someone else “may 
have,” as Jesus gave up life in Heaven so that we poor sinners might have heavenly life.  
 We come to Lent, serious in the reflecting on our sinful nature as the Holy Spirit helps 
us break through the clods of sin that hold us down, so that we can break out into the bright 

light and warmth of Jesus, our Savior.  

(continued on page 2) 

mailto:office@tehachapi-ucc.org


 

February 2021 Whistle          Page 2 

The Color of Lent 
 

Symbols, words in pictures, show us in a glance what many words tell.  Color is among the 
many symbols used in the Church.  Purple is the color of Lent.  Mark 15:16-17 tells us that the 
soldiers torturing Jesus placed a purple robe around him and mocked him as King of the Jews. 
Purple was an expensive color that only royalty and the very wealthy could afford.  Purple is 
also the color of a bruise.  Purple represents both the suffering, and the royalty of Jesus.  
 

Ash Wednesday 
  

 My childhood home had a wood burning fireplace.  I hated cleaning out the ashes.  I 
had soot all over my body and my clothes.  Why would anyone make ash part of a day of re-
membering? 
 In Biblical times, the soot on the body was a sign of repenting the sin that dirties our 
lives.  But there is also a cleansing side to ash.  Mary, Jesus’ mother, would have used ash to 
clean her pots.  Ash was the residue of the fire that refined gold.  And ash may be heated with 
sand to make glass. 
 The ashes of Ash Wednesday are a sign that we are both dirty from sin and made clean 
by God’s washing and refining.  May the light of Christ shine through us as the morning sun 
shines a window. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Because of COVID-19 we will not hold a service on Ash Wednesday.  How-
ever, I have ordered some Ash Wednesday stickers that can be used to help you to remember 
and reflect on this day.  Stop by the church office or contact us and we will mail one to you.  

Encouraging Your Attendance Via Video (or Phone) in Our Annual Meeting on 
January 31, 2021 

 

This year’s Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 31st, 2021, following our Sun-
day worship service.  Our bylaws require that one-third of our membership – approximately 
30 members – needs to be present to have a quorum.  The Annual Meeting is important – 
we elect leaders, recognize the service of several persons for their voluntary service, and we 
review and approve the annual budget.  These are all important to our vital activities. 
 
Below is the login information, if you are joining by phone.  (The Zoom login will be 
emailed a few days prior to the service.)   
  
Dial:   +1 669-900-6833 
   
Meeting ID:   863 9947 9844   
 
Passcode:   174392 
 

Please mark your calendars to participate in the Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
 January 31st, following worship. 
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(In Memory of) Bob Halasey 
 

Bob Halasey (former TCC member) passed away on January 17th, 
after a lengthy illness, with his wife (Helen) by his side.  In addition 
to Helen, survivors include three children: Linda, Jim, and Michael, 
and several grandchildren.  
  
Bob served in the Air Force, during the Korean War.  He was an avia-
tion enthusiast, retiring from NASA, where he worked as a research 
engineer and systems analyst.  He loved playing the tuba, and played 

with several bands over the years.  You could find him at the front of the church most 
Sunday mornings, playing with the group of musicians at TCC.   
 
Our thoughts go out to Helen and his family; he will be missed... 

(In Memory of) Irene Howitz 
 

Irene Howitz and her late husband (Jim) joined TCC over 50 
years ago.  They were led to our church because a number of 
Tehachapi teachers attended here.  Irene liked the church be-
cause everyone was welcome. 
 

She served the church through all these years in various capaci-
ties, such as participating on various boards and ministry teams, 
as well as helping with rummage sales.  In 1991, she became as-
sistant treasurer; years later, her job was renamed to Financial 
Secretary, a position she held until about a year ago.   
 

In February of 2020, Irene fell in her house and broke her leg. She had to go to the hos-
pital and from there, into rehab.  It was determined that she wouldn't be able to live on 
her own anymore, so she moved into Mountain Vista Senior Care.  She remained there 
until December, when she fell and broke her hip, and again had to be hospitalized.  Alt-
hough the doctors were able to repair her hip, she developed pneumonia and passed 
away on December 28th.  Rest in peace, Irene... 

FROM THE BACONS... 
 

Dear Congregation, Steve and I loved the floral arrangement you 
sent, and enjoyed it through the New Year.  We love looking at the 

precious photo memory book you created for us.  Thank you also, to the 
Women Who Wine, for two wonderful bottles of local wine.  We really appreciate your 

thoughtfulness and hope all are healthy, and all is well. 
 
Blessings, Nancy and Steve 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

    2 - Vaughn Fosmo 

    7 - Olivia Lapham 

    9 - Samantha Sanderlin 

  14 - Charlie Lohnes 

  16 - Jim Carmichael 

  16 - Kevin Sanderlin 

    

 

 

 

 

   19 - Carol Rush 

   20 - Allison Sanderlin 

   23 - Chris Gripkey 

   25 - Darryl Daniels 

    

 

 
Improving Our Virtual Worship Services 

by Patrick Pine 
 
Some members have been working on options to improve 
the sound and video quality of our worship services.  As 
you know, we are not satisfied with the sound quality on 

Zoom - especially for those participating by phone.  We are simultaneously 
looking at two different approaches: 
 
Zoom - we are looking into phone "microphones" that are closer to our musi-
cal instruments, and musicians that might provide improved sound of mu-
sic.   
 
Facebook Live - many churches are providing services using Facebook 
Live.  We have viewed several different worship services that are shared with 
Facebook Live - and they all have superior audio and video qualities com-
pared to Zoom. 
 
Other options may be explored as well.    
 
Some of you have expressed concern about the prospective use of Facebook 
Live.  Your concerns are based on some objections to the reported policies of 
Facebook.  Some of you are concerned about privacy.  You do not have to 
have a Facebook account to view a Facebook Live event, such as a worship 
service.   
 
A small group of members is working on both issues.  If you are interested in 
being a part of those efforts, please contact Eli and/or Jenny Jones, or send 
a note to Nancy Franklin, Patrick Pine, or Jim Carmichael. 
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PASTOR DONELLA  

 
“A VERY BRIEF HISTORY OF ONE CRAZY LUTHERAN” 

 
 

I was born at a very early age in Lindsborg, Kansas, a town proud of its Swedish her-
itage.  My family moved to San Francisco when I was six months old, and I lived in 
the city until I married and moved down the peninsula. 
 
When I was in the ninth grade a new boy entered my social studies class. This new 
kid, Bill Silveira, would become my best friend, my high school senior prom date 
and in 1969, my husband. Bill is a fourth generation San Franciscan. 
 
All three of our children have four legs and a tail. Milo is a three-year old mixed 
hound who thinks he is the block warden. No dog passes our house without a twenty
-one bark salute. Lilly Anne is ten, and as a cat, rules the house. Cleo is our newest, a 
stray kitten of about three or four months who moved in with us last week. The good 
thing about a cat and dog is that you don’t have to send them to university. However, 
Milo did go to obedience school and graduate Summa Cum Loud…very loud! We’re 
so proud. 
 
I graduated from San Francisco State with a B.A. in music, and a teaching credential.  
I loved teaching fifth grade. These kids were developing a sense of humor, a willing-
ness to think critically and a social conscious.  We did some crazy things teachers 
couldn’t do today, but they learned. 
 
After I was married, I went back to SFSU to earn my M.A. in Educational Admin-
istration and served as principal in Burlingame and then in San Jose.  
 
Bill worked for Southern Pacific Railroad. He has an insane passion for trains, and 
has an incredible knowledge of railroading. He has diesel fluid where most people 
have blood. He has taken thousands of photos and hundreds of reels of film. Can you 
guess why we moved to Bakersfield? 
 
For our twenty-fifth wedding anniversary, Bill gave me an anniversary ring, and I 
gave him the news that I wanted to go to seminary. (Not an especially fair trade.) 
How many husbands would give up their dreams so the wife could fulfill hers? The 
call to ministry, which I have had since I was seven, but couldn’t pursue because I 
was a girl, was getting stronger and impossible to ignore. So off we went to Trinity 

Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio. 

(continued on next page) 
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A VERY BRIEF HISTORY OF ONE CRAZY LUTHERAN 
(continued) 

 
At graduating with a Master of Divinity degree, I was called to the Nebraska Synod. 
I was ordained and installed as pastor at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Lincoln. 
I also served Nebraska churches in Chadron and Kimball. When I retired ten years 
ago, we moved back to California to Bakersfield. Since then, I have served as inter-
im pastor for congregations in Mojave, Bakersfield, Lancaster and now with you. No 
two assignments have been the same, yet God brought each congregation to a good 
conclusion. Bill says that I have failed retirement four times. 
 
There is more to tell, but these stories will come out as we get to know each other 
over time. It is YOUR stories that are important to me.  
 
There is one question that has been asked that I should answer. What should we call 
you? 
 
I answer to anything, but I prefer pastor. “Pastor” comes from the word for shepherd. 
The shepherd cared for the needs of the sheep, tended their wounds, and led them to 
green pastures. When you call me pastor it serves as a reminder of my responsibility 
to you as one called by Jesus, our Good Shepherd, to care for you. 
 
It is my joy and privilege to be with you. Thank you for allowing Bill and me to be 
part of your community through this time of discernment. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Donella Silveira 

 

Meet and Greet with Pastor Donella 
February 3rd or 9th 

 
As we are not gathering in person for church services, Pastor 
Donella would like to have us gather in very small groups in 
Friendship Hall, of course masked and socially distanced, for 
coffee and cookies.  She would like those of you who can, to  
come and chat and with her, on either Wednesday, February 3rd at 10 a.m., or Tues-
day, February 9th at 1:30 p.m.  If there is anyone who would prefer an evening get 
together, she is happy to arrange that.  
 
Please email Laurie at rude.betts@gmail.com to make a date.  This is a great chance 
to get together informally, and get to know one another better. 

mailto:rude.betts@gmail.com


 

February 2021 Whistle          Page 7 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
December 2020 
 

INCOME  $ 5,936.42 
EXPENSES  $ 6,524.37 
NET (Loss)  $   (587.95) 
 

OFFERINGS $ 4,286.42 
 

January – December 2020    YTD 
 
INCOME  $90,396.12 
EXPENSES  $87,635.00 
NET    $  2,761.12 
 
Bank of the Sierra – December 31 
 

SAVINGS  $   8,985.95 
Capital Fund $ 18,477.09  
Checking  $ 19,367.53 
 

December income was below average, while expenses remained about the same.  
The YTD net surplus of $2,761.12 does not include capital expenses of $10,366 
for new doors and roof repairs.  We actually spent $7,605 more in 2020 than in-
come, when considering total cash flow for the year. 
 

We have a budget proposed for 2021 that needs to be approved by a quorum of 
voters at the virtual Annual Meeting, January 31st, after church services.  So 
please join the meeting and vote.  
 

Regards, 
Porter Underwood - Treasurer 

 

Women Who Wine (WWW) 
by Laurie Betts 

 

Again, on the third Sunday, February 21st, we will have a Zoom get to-
gether.  We started this in January, with Nancy Franklin hosting us.  It 
was fun, so let's do it again.  Zooming certainly doesn't take the place of 
meeting face to face, but it is better than not meeting at all.  Please join 
us!  The get together will be a continuation of the church service, so you 

don’t have to log out and log back in, using a different link.  You can also join in by 
phone, if you don’t have a computer, or would prefer not to use one... 
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