TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH - UCC
100 East “E” Street (661) 822-4443 office@tehachapi-ucc.org
Rev. Nancy Bacon, Pastor

December

2020

Dear Friends,
Greetings! Here we are, in the midst of holidays seasons. I hope that Thanksgiving is lovely
and that next year we all can go back to having a feast with people, hugs, and safely sitting next
to each other at the table. God willing, and the pharmaceutical companies, this bleak winter
will pass and bring forth a joyous spring.
While things are trickier during the pandemic, I’m mindful that time is passing all too quickly.
My time with the church will be coming to a close sooner than I had at first envisioned. The
option to serve as your co-pastor for the beginning of 2021, didn’t pan out. In the end, it wasn’t
feasible with the handful of people who might have been in position to co-pastor with me. In
the process, it became clear to me that there are people, right now, eager to serve Tehachapi
Community Church as interim, and others in time, as your settled pastor. My staying would
only delay the inevitable and my leaving at the end of this year would allow the church an opportunity to hire a wonderful part-time interim pastor that will be easier on your budget. I pray
it will be a win-win for one and all. Yet, my head is spinning as I see the time passing quickly.
It’s hard to imagine saying goodbye.
We enter into our final month together with me as your pastor, while the church begins another
liturgical year. Together, we enter into Advent, the season that reminds us to stay Awake, to be
awake, to be mindful of our present moment, ready to perceive and receive Christ. I think of
Advent’s rousing message frequently at my daughter Maegen’s house. She keeps a small
plaque by her sink faucet that reads, “What do you love about this present moment?” Every
time hands are being washed, numerous times throughout the day, that little thought entices one
and all to ponder that little question. It’s a reminder to keep awake, to pause and be mindful,
receptive to blessings that abound, receptive to the essence of Christ. What do you love about
this present moment?

December Whistle

Page 1
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That is a hard question sometimes, and harder for some than others. I know that some of you
are really struggling with isolation, fears of financial stability, and fears for your health and
family members. I pray that we all may stay awake and receptive to Christ’s love, comfort,
blessings, and receptive to one another, especially in the bleak mid-winter.
May we make room in our lives for staying present and receptive. May we make room for the
Christ child, and our many sisters and brothers God has placed around us.
May you delight and love each wonderful and difficult moment this Advent.
And, May you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Love,
Pastor Nancy

CONVERSATIONS ON RACE
Each Wednesday, our church’s conference holds a Zoom meeting from
1:00-2:00 p.m. for people to come together to talk about issues related
to race. There are discussion facilitators, and usually the format is for
one person to say a devotion and share a story related to their experience or what they’ve been taught about race. Many churches are divided by race. Most are not
very diverse. This Zoom meeting allows people who may never get another safe space to come
together with a diverse group to learn from and show up for one another. Anyone is welcome any
Wednesday. If you are interested, you may contact Virginia Arroyo at arroyo@scncucc.org to ask
for the Zoom link for the meeting.

TRUSTEES REPORT AND WISH LIST
- Jim Carmichael
Years ago, I used to be a department manager; and
every morning when my team clocked in, I was there to
shake their hand and welcome them to work. Being the
Chair of the Trustees, it’s the same; I want to thank
them all for what they have done for this church. Thank
you!
The sanctuary had a heating problem this month; something simple, it turned out. It’s all
working fine now.
Now for the Wish List: need someone who will oversee the church hall rentals. We have
clubs and organizations who use Friendship Hall, who are planning to return when we can
do so. The Trustees also need a recording secretary, to take minutes of the meeting, and
type them up.
See me if you’re interested in the two needs.
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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
On Zoom, either by computer or telephone. The
phone number is 669-900-6833. The Meeting ID# is
857-780-118, passcode 074666.
Advent begins on Sunday, November 29th. Since we will be worshipping from home,
please create your own Advent Wreath and we can light our candles together in our various homes. An Advent Wreath contains three purple, one pink, and one white candle.
Each Sunday we will light a candle during worship.
We will also experience essences of Christmas throughout this season using all of our
physical senses.
Sunday, November 29th - Lighting the Advent candle is our prayer for HOPE to abound.
We will be encouraged to stay Awake and SEE what is before us. You may wish to have
some objects to look at that remind you of the beauty of Christmas.
Sunday, December 6th - Lighting the Advent candle is our prayer for Peace. We will be
virtually sharing communion together and TASTING that the Lord is good. Please gather
around your elements for communion. Your bread may be gingerbread and your juice,
mixed fruit wassail. It is a symbolic feast. What tastes remind you of Christmas?
Sunday, December 13th - This is the Sunday of JOY and we will use our sense of SMELL
to welcome the aromas of Christmas. People may worship from home on Zoom at 10:30,
or remotely by phone, at the church parking lot. From home, you may choose to have
some pine boughs and some cinnamon. At 11:15, we will gather in the church courtyard
to have a brief Christmas pageant. I am really excited for this. Baby Quentin will be our
baby Jesus and we have angels and shepherds to adore him. We will safely distance with
masks, and have some safe refreshments with hot cider in the courtyard. I hope you can
come. WE WILL ALSO HAVE A BASKET FOR PEOPLE TO BRING IN THEIR
PLEDGE OFFERINGS AND LEAVE AS GIFTS FOR THE BABY JESUS. YOU MAY
SEND YOUR PLEDGE IN EARLIER TO THE CHURCH OR DROP IT OFF DURING
THIS PAGEANT.
ALL AGES ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE! Feel free to dress as Angels, Shepherds, Wise People, or Animals. If you have any live animals, they are welcome, too. Let
there be JOY!
Sunday, December 20th - This is the Sunday of LOVE and we will use our sense of
HEARING to experience our beloved Christmas Carols. Please feel free to wear bells and
get your jingle on.
Sunday, December 27th - After Christmas, this Sunday will primarily be a festival of music and a Zoom chat about our recent most precious Christmas moments, holding Christmas in our hearts.
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PEARLS OF AFRICA UPDATE
- edited by Jan Roberts
Hi All,
I thought I'd send you a quick update on our Pearls of Africa Children's Fund.
Overall, everything is going pretty well. The garage transformation is almost finished. It still
needs plaster on the walls, paint and tiles on the floor.
The cooking shed is well on its way. It has all its walls and roof and a door that locks. That prevents petty theft of kitchen implements. It also needs plaster and paint.
Six children are returning to real school! Here's what Rosette sent:
Greetings from pearl children and Jinja. We are fine and still struggling with issues of covid
19. We thank God for the protection so far. Schools have opened for candidate classes and finalists. We have six children in this category, 2 finalists with diplomas from vocational schools,
Kisakye and Lulua Stacey. Msiga Edward and Solomon Waboya in senior 4, and Maria Alikoba
and Eseri Kwagala in Primary 7
I've sent money for November's upkeep and school fees. I also included an extra $290 to finish up the construction.

I'm still hoping for about $400 to buy a computer and printer. Rosette would like a desktop
instead of a laptop computer. Also, they're a bit cheaper. It will make communication with her
so much easier!
Thanks for your interest and support. We're making a real difference in our children's lives.
Peter Keller
Executive Director

https://www.pearlschildrensfund.org/

THANKSGIVING SUPPORT
- Laurie Betts
The generous congregation of TCC delivered $565 to the Salvation
Army’s Thanksgiving dinner project for the less fortunate in the city.
Sandy Chavez, the local manager, was thrilled with the donation which
Jan R. delivered, which included $315 from the congregation, $100
from Albertsons, $50 from Save Mart, and $100 From Walmart!
We share our thankfulness!
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ANGEL TREE GIFT TAG PROGRAM
- Laurie Betts
Again this year, we are taking part in the Salvation Army’s Angel Tag
Program to help Tehachapi kids through the age of 15 years have a
merrier Christmas.
This year, because we are not in church on East E Street together, I have arranged with
the Salvation Army for us to make a cash donation instead of fulfilling the gift wishes of
the Angel Tags, as we have always done. The director, Sandy Chavez, said that
they can use our donation to purchase gifts which otherwise haven't been donated. So
please send your check to Cheryl at church (100 East E Street) clearly marked for the Angel Tag program postmarked by Wednesday, December 9th, so that our donations will
be in the bank by December 14th. And Porter can write a check to the Salvation Army.
Also, please email me to let me know you wish to join us and the other Salvation Army
volunteers to sort gifts probably Monday, December 14th, through Wednesday, December
16th, location TBA. It is a fun, worthwhile project, sure to put you in the Christmas spirit!

If you haven’t seen your name on our monthly birthday list,
it’s because we don’t have your info! Please call (821-0621) or
email (linda31591@att.net) with your birthday information,
to make sure that you’re recognized during your birthday
month!

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2 - Margie Underwood
4 - Micah Glascock
6 - Carol Casey Newell
6 - Liam Sanderlin
6 - Molly Sherman
8 - Tommy Baker
8 - Robyn Thompson
9 - Amelia Glascock
21 - Josephine Trillo
26 - Peter Betts
30 - Mike McCallion
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TCC HALLOWEEN DRIVE-THRU
TRICK-OR-TREAT EVENT
- by Ron Pilling

What a Spooktacular October! The Education Team, along with
a core of amazing volunteers, coordinated, organized, and conducted a successful trick-or-treat event on the church grounds.
From 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on Halloween night, cars were welcomed to drive through our parking lot for candy, and walk-ups
were welcomed a safe distance from the traffic. Speaking of
safe, we were “COVID compliant” all around as we came up
with creative solutions for the event. The Jones Family (Jenny,
Eli, Aiden, Elin, and Edith) designed a candy delivery system
that sent the treats down a decorated six foot chute to the cars,
and Carol rigged up a fishing pole with a basket. One visitor
said that they work for the Center for Disease Control (CDC)
and gave us a “thumbs up” for our setup. Way to go!
Gracious thanks goes out first and foremost to our volunteers,
who dedicated their time and talents: Eli, Jenny, Aiden, Elin,
Edith, Carol, Patrick, Carli, and Anne and her friend. Additional
thanks to Carol for bringing in decorations and for opening and closing Friendship Hall. Special
thanks to the Education Team members who helped with all the behind-the-scenes work: Nancy,
Steve, Wayne, Robin, and Geoff. A shout out to those who put efforts into the event, but due to
health concerns could not be there: Rachel, Marcus, Micah, Amelia, Adelynn, and Melissa. We
hope that you still were able to enjoy the holiday.
Humble thanks to those congregants who donated candy, supplies, and decorations for the event.
You helped make it all possible!
Lastly, thanks and praise to our loving God. In a year that has been quite life-altering and community constraining, I thank God for our church and the opportunity given by God to be a valuable
part of a safe path of Tehachapi community restoration.
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“TCC READS”
by Jan Roberts

If the holidays are seeming a bit bleak this year, dear friends, try
one of the books listed below. Either will make all your own
woes seem so much better! Happy reading!!
Duma Key: A Novel
- by Stephen King
Highly recommended by Barbara Oberg, this is King at his dramatic, descriptive,
supernatural best, with a good dose of coarse language and violent scares added
in. Set on a luscious Florida island, with a brilliant, tormented artist plagued by
its deadly secrets -- need I say more? As a sage once said, if you like this sort of
thing, this is the sort of thing you will like. Pure chilling escapism!
If a jaw-dropping, non-supernatural epic is more your taste, you can't go wrong
with Jan Roberts' page-turner:
438 Days: An Extraordinary True Story of Survival at Sea
- by Jonathan Franklin
Only a few years ago along the Mexican coast, a young fisherman and his helper
set sail in a small boat on an ordinary work day. When they fail to return to shore
after a violent storm, and a desperate search finds no trace of boat or men, the two
are declared lost at sea. However, they are not dead, but just beginning an unimaginable journey of ingenuity, terror, and courage in the face of impossible odds,
alone on the endless ocean. You won't soon forget this one.

SOCIAL JUSTICE NOTES by Kathy Murguia
It’s time to say goodbye to Reverend Nancy Bacon. This is difficult because she has
been a strong and authentic voice for Social Justice, participating and leading our Community to the cutting edge of advocacy on social justice concerns. Her public statements and letters have often led to controversy among our Congregants and our local
community. But for any outspoken and forward thinking individual, this is to be expected. In fact this work is expected to raise questions and challenge the need for
change.
We speak to and sing of God so often. We live in his presence. We pray. Jesus has
shown us the Path of Love, Compassion, Forgiveness and Reconciliation. With the help
of Rev. Nancy, I believe our Church has moved forward on these values. And the truth
is, we all individually have a ways to go. God speed Reverend.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
October 2020
INCOME
EXPENSES
NET(Loss)

$ 6,304.16
$ 6,430.89
$ (126.73)

OFFERINGS

$ 4,229.16

January – October 2020 YTD
INCOME
$76,104.13
EXPENSES
$82,544.62
NET (LOSS)
($ 6,440.49)
Bank of the Sierra – October 31
SAVINGS
$ 8,984.82
Capital Fund $18,477.09
Checking
$18,681.07
October income and expenses were similar to September, with a slight
loss (of $126.73.) Donations were higher, which are funds dedicated to
special causes, with half of the monies already dispersed. There are
requests for supporting the Deacon Fund, Thanksgiving Fund, and an
Appreciation Fund for our Sexton, Nick Smirnoff.
The Stewardship Letter has been sent out with a Pledge Card. Please
fill out the card and return no later than December 13th, so that we can
prepare a budget forecast for 2021.
This is also a good time to consider a 2020 tax deduction gift. Your
continued support is deeply appreciated.
Regards,
Porter Underwood - Treasurer
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Looking for Volunteers for Leadership of
Our Ministry Groups and Teams
In January, the congregation will have its Annual Meeting, at which time you will elect people to serve in various leadership roles. We are
seeking persons who will volunteer to lead
some of our ministries and teams. Here are some of the ministry groups where we
are hoping at least one of you will volunteer to lead or co-lead over the next year or
two years: Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Global Missions, Social Justice, Education Stewardship and Community Service, and Open and Affirming. There may be
other teams where the current leader(s) are willing to continue, but would welcome
others to succeed them. Many of you have volunteered in many roles in the past, and
some have continued for long periods.
We are organizing a Nominating Committee to help develop candidates prior to the
Annual Meeting. In the meantime, please contact me or Laurie Betts, indicating your
willingness to help us thrive. I can be reached at: patrickjpine@gmail.com or (661)
972-3662. Laurie can be reached at: rude.betts@gmail.com or (661) 821-1904.
Patrick Pine
Moderator

UPCOMING CALENDAR:
Thursday, December 3rd: Called to Care (Time & Location TBD)
Saturday, December 5th: Men’s Group, Friendship Hall, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 6th: Trustees Meeting (Time & Location TBD)
Thursday, December 17th: Leadership Team Meeting, 4:00 p.m. (via Zoom)

WOMEN WHO WINE (WWW) or not!!
by Laurie Betts
Due to COVID restrictions and the weather, we will decide on
our third Sunday gathering on December 20th closer to the
date. What we would need is a large, heated patio in a quiet
venue so that we could socially distance, if the restrictions
would allow this. We are hopeful that we will be able to gather
before Christmas. Watch for a later email.
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