TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH - UCC
100 East “E” Street (661) 822-4443 office@tehachapi-ucc.org
Rev. Nancy Bacon, Pastor

2020
Dear Friends,
Greetings! I hope this letter finds you healthy and doing well!
The seasons are changing and there’s been a lot of planning behind the scenes to arrange for worship in the months ahead. Thank you to all who have been involved!

We will begin meeting in the sanctuary November 1st, with a max capacity of about
25 people. (The exact number is being determined with careful measuring of the
space.) Overflow attendees will be invited into Friendship Hall, with worship and
music being presented in the Hall via Zoom. People not feeling safe to attend gatherings may join via Zoom from your home. Please bear with us and know that our
plans will remain flexible as Covid prevalence rates may change.
There is a Covid resource from Brown University that I enjoy using: mycovidrisk.app. This user-friendly app allows you to put in the zip code for your region and what activities you are planning (i.e., walk with two friends without masks;
have worship in the park with 35 friends all in masks; worship indoors in the church
with 25 friends, all in masks, with windows open or closed, etc.) If you play around
with this app, you will see that you can plug in various factors to increase or decrease your risk. Using Tehachapi’s zip code, meeting in the park, with masks, is
rated a very low risk activity. However, meeting inside with masks is a moderate to
high risk behavior. Opening the sanctuary windows decreases the gathering to a low
risk activity, so we will do that. Plan to bring a coat or jacket!
I am excited to share with you some of the inspirations for weekly worship:
(continued on page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)
Sunday, November 1: All Saints Sunday - We will recognize church members who have passed
away and loved ones we wish to honor. Please bring a photo or other memento to keep by your
side. We will place leaves on our Tree of Love for Chuck Rogers and Gwadlys Peterson, but we
will do it a bit differently to keep social distance. This is also the last Sunday before we vote, and
Kathy Murguia will share with us some inspiring words about the importance of voting.
Sunday, November 8: Sunday Before Veteran’s Day - We will recognize our Veterans and be
grateful for our nation.
Sunday, November 15: Joyful Sunday - This Sunday is dedicated to Joy, even in the midst of
strife, perhaps.

Sunday, November 22: Thanksgiving Sunday - Ah…Gratitude, Peace & Plenty
Sunday, November 29: First Sunday of Advent - Let the Christmas Music Begin. This year we
will be listening more than singing, but are hoping to find a way to safely sing one song per Sunday, out doors. Stay tuned.
DECEMBER Christmas Pageant - Does anyone have access to a donkey, sheep, goats, or other animals for an outdoor Creche scene in our courtyard one Sunday morning? We would
keep characters socially distant, and warm with hot cocoa and apple cider.
If you have ideas that could make our worship meaningful during the months ahead, please
feel free to share them.

God Bless and Be With You,
Pastor Nancy

UPCOMING CALENDAR:
Sunday, November 1st: Begin meeting in the Sanctuary/
Friendship Hall; Trustees Meeting immediately after church
Thursday, November 5th: Called to Care at 10:30 a.m.
(Location TBD)
Saturday, November 7th: Men’s Group, Friendship Hall,
10:00 a.m.
Thursday, November 19th: Leadership Team Meeting, 4:00 p.m. (via Zoom)
Sunday, November 22nd: Women Who Wine immediately after church (Location
TBD)
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APPRECIATING OUR PASTOR
Phyllis Belcher

It didn’t take a designated day for us to appreciate Pastor Nancy Bacon. However, we may fail to let her know how special and wonderful we think she is. That is why UCC Conference designated
October 11th as Pastor Appreciation Sunday.
That was a day that Pastor Nancy was on vacation, so the following week
we took the opportunity during Sunday service to say thank you for always being
available to us; for caring deeply about each one of us in our joys and sorrows; for inspiring us with interesting sermons with helpful messages; for stressing the love of God for all
people; and for broadening our awareness of ways to make the world a better place.
Another thing Pastor has done for us is bringing Steve Bacon along with her. He has written so many delightful, yet insightful monologues and skits. He has proven to be an excellent actor, and given us new ways to look at Old Testament prophets and other characters. He has participated fully in all church activities, including teaching Sunday School.
A token gift was presented to both Steve and Nancy at the beginning of worship on October 18th. It was a pair of barbeque aprons. One said, “God likes it well done!” The other
said, “No burnt offerings!” We said, “Thank you so much, Nancy and Steve. We love you!”

Load up your costumed kids and come to 100 E. E St., where Tehachapi Community
Church is hosting trick or treat. The event will take place on
Halloween evening from 5 to 7 p.m. Masked volunteers from
the church will hand out candy from a socially safe distance.
Enter the church parking lot from E Street, and stay in your
vehicle to receive treats. Continue through the parking lot,
and exit left or right at the alley. All are welcome to participate in this COVID Halloween celebration.
Donations for Thanksgiving Meals — Laurie Betts
Once again this year, we are joining with our Salvation Army to provide support for their Thanksgiving meals for needy Tehachapi families.
We have always provided funds for ten complete meals. We ask you to
support this effort by placing a donation in the donation plate clearly marked “Thanksgiving
Meals,” no later than Sunday, November 15th.
All funds not used for Thanksgiving will be held over to use for the Angel Tag Christmas Program, also through the Salvation Army.

Please join us in this worthy cause!
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REOPENING THE CHURCH FOR WORSHIP
Recently California has relaxed some restrictions on gatherings for churches and issued
COVID safety guidelines. Following these rules as much as possible, here are changes you
can expect when you come to church this month:
Friendship Hall will be open shortly before 10:30AM service, but no food or drink will be
served. After service, the Hall should not be used for socializing, and the kitchen is closed
off. Restrooms will be available.
As before the lockdown, main service will be in the Sanctuary, with face coverings mandatory at all times. Unless the chairlift is needed, we recommend that worshippers enter the
narthex from the wide concrete stairs off of E St. This will help us maintain social distancing more easily, and avoid crowding the inside stairs.
Remember too, once service is over, to keep that 6 foot "circle of safety" foremost in mind
as you leave.
Seating in the Sanctuary will be limited to 16 people in the pews, spaced 6 feet apart, with
every other row blocked off. If seating capacity is reached, Friendship Hall will be our
overflow. That space is now equipped with sound to bring the entire service to you there.
Again, chairs will be set up a safe distance apart, with families able to sit together. For
safety, please no congregating in unrelated groups in chairs or at tables.

Because doors and windows in both buildings are to be opened for air circulation, and even
though we have heat, come dressed to stay comfortable inside as the weather changes.
(Obviously future wind, rain, and snow will likely change the "open door policy.")
Bulletins and other pass-around items are not allowed, nor are hymnals and group singing.
Even so, after this long wait, our talented musicians will once again lift spirits.
Let's all be patient, kind, and open to change, remembering that being together is a gift.

Jan Roberts
for the COVID Response Team
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TREASURER’S REPORT
September 2020
INCOME
EXPENSES
NET

$ 6,416.17
$ 6,310.57
$ 105.60

OFFERINGS

$ 4,582.67

January – September YTD
INCOME
$69,797.71
EXPENSES
$75,170.27
NET (LOSS)
($ 5,372.56)
Bank of the Sierra – July 31
SAVINGS
$ 8,984.82
Capital Fund
$18,477.09
Checking
$18,391.16
September income was $1,226.09 less than August, due to lower offerings of $1,684.59,
which were partially recovered by facility rental income. The Online Bingo fundraiser netted $408.50 and added to the Capital Fund. Expenses were close to income, yielding a
slight net income of $105.60.
Online giving is alive and well for those unable to attend church services, out of
stamps, or who forgot their checkbook. Go to TCC website (https://tcccucc.org/worship2/) and click on the Online Giving button. Or go directly to the website (tithe.ly), sign up if
you haven't already, and follow the easy instructions. You can also download the Tithe.ly
app to your phone. Several people are using it and, like Jello, there is always room for
more!
Thank you for your continued support.
Regards,
Porter Underwood - Treasurer

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
3
13
17
21

- Wayne Thompson
- Victoria Lohnes
- Jan Combs
- Patrick Pine

23 - Porter Underwood
24 - Irene Howitz
25 - Claire Hammons
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Looking for Volunteers for Leadership of
Our Ministry Groups and Teams
In January, the congregation will have its Annual Meeting, at which time you will elect
people to serve in various leadership roles. We
are seeking persons who will volunteer to lead
some of our ministries and teams. Here are some of the ministry groups where we
are hoping at least one of you will volunteer to lead or co-lead over the next year or
two years: Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Global Missions, Social Justice, Education Stewardship and Community Service, and Open and Affirming. There may be
other teams where the current leader(s) are willing to continue, but would welcome
others to succeed them. Many of you have volunteered in many roles in the past, and
some have continued for long periods.
We are organizing a Nominating Committee to help develop candidates prior to the
Annual Meeting. In the meantime, please send an email, call me, or catch me before
or after a service, indicating your willingness to help us thrive. I can be reached at:
patrickjpine@gmail.com or 661-972-3662.
Patrick Pine
Moderator

Report from Personnel and Pastoral Relations
Team
- Phyllis Belcher
Pastor Nancy has announced her intention to retire at
the end of December to have more time with her family. She
is willing to continue for five months beyond that date on a parttime basis, to give us time to find a permanent pastor. The Team is
beginning a search for a transitional interim pastor.
The person chosen for this position may or may not become the
permanent pastor. The Team will determine the transitional interim
pastor, but be assured the congregation will have a vote regarding
the permanent pastor. During this transitional period, we will work
with the Conference Minister to determine the needs of our Church
and develop a vision for its future ministry. Pastor Nancy assures
us this is a healthy process, and will lead to a stronger and more
focused ministry.
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Autumn...no better season to find a new book
to ‘fall’ into. Here's
“TCC READS”
Eight Months on Ghazzah Street (recommended by Anita Pritchard)
- Hilary Mantel

A book about a young English couple who move to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. They assume their early
culture shock will ease with more familiarity. But instead, their early foreboding is supported by
chilling developments in their building. Excellent writing.

The Unwomanly Face of War (recommended by Anita Pritchard)
- Svetlana Alexievich

Svetlana Alexievich chronicles the experiences of the Soviet women who fought on the front lines
in World War II. These woman --more than a million in total--were nurses and doctors, pilots, tank
drivers, machine gunners and snipers. This is an oral history so I recommend downloading an audio book, is possible. I used the Los Angeles Public Library.

Homegoing (recommended by Jan Roberts)
- Yaa Gyasi

A bestselling novel that weaves stories of African families, from the origins of the slave trade to
their enslavement in America.

The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry and The Love Song of Queenie Hennessy (2 companion novels recommended by Linda Flores)
- Rachael Joyce (British author)

Beautiful and inspiring exploration of love, longing, and loss. Perfect uplift for our times!

If some people aren't aware, California law permits citizens to use any library in
the state. You will need to apply for a card, of course.
WOMEN WHO WINE (WWW)
or not!!
by Laurie Betts

Shirley and Irene

Our monthly get together of
the women of TCC, Women
Who Wine (or Not,) will be held after
church service on November 15th. Location is to be determined; one possibility is
on the church patio. Please bring along
your lunch so that we can eat together as
we catch up with our roses and
thorns. WWW is open to all women in
Tehachapi, so bring along a guest!
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