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Rev. Nancy Bacon, Pastor

2020
Dear Friends,
Greetings! I hope this letter finds you healthy and doing well!
I write today thinking about teachers and students attempting to engage with a new school year.
My heart and prayers go out to overwhelmed teachers, personnel, and parents. My good friend
teaches 30 students and says it is hard to see them all on a screen. She told me her screen froze and
they all disappeared. Oy. Then one of the students got ill and there were many background noises
appropriate only in a sitcom. My hat is off to teachers! God bless you and keep you safe and sane!
School personnel are also being challenged. My sister is an office administrator in the Midwest,
and her school is open for business. All adults are required to wear masks and social distance, but
precautions are far from perfect, and my sister knows what Covid-19 can do. After twelve days of
illness, our brother awoke with severe tremors and difficulty breathing. He had to be rushed by
ambulance to the ICU. Have you ever tried speaking to someone in the midst of uncontrollable
tremors having difficulty breathing? It’s very scary. After hearing my brother, my sister was
frightened to report to work, fearing the illness that hit our brother. The night before school started, we talked by phone and she sobbed. She is widowed and needs the income. My hat goes off to
school employees stuck in difficult situations. God bless you and keep you safe and sane!
My niece, who is a widowed single parent, is trying to work full-time and make sure that all four of
her children are doing well in their “classes.” I can’t imagine. My hat goes off to parents trying to
help their children do virtual learning from home while maintaining their own jobs and income.
God bless you and keep you safe and sane!
My daughter was offered a coveted teaching job, but could not find adequate day care for her toddler and turned down the position, risking and hoping the opportunity might come again next year.
My nieces and husband are engaged with online college programs, each having their own set of
challenges.
My family is just one of many, many others - consider the number multiplied throughout our nation - dealing with educational challenges, work, and family safety in this time of Covid. We may
not know the many struggles others are trying to manage. (Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)
If it helps, here is a Curse on Covid written by Dr. J. Mary Luti, a Massachusetts retired
seminary professor and ordained UCC minister:
“Maker of the Universe, You want us to respect and care for all creatures, not curse and destroy them. But couldn’t we make an exception for this virus? It’s terrible, and doing so
much harm. You yourself were not above cursing things. Remember how unhappy you
once were with us? You sent a flood. And Jesus didn’t go easy on the fig tree. He cursed
it, and it withered, just like that. I don’t understand why. But I do know this: Cursing
shouldn’t be done lightly or often, but now seems like a perfect time. People have suffered
so much. So, forgive me if I’m crossing any lines here, but here goes: You malevolent horrible virus, you microscopic nasty, you pox with spike crown: I maledict and curse you! I
imprecate and revile you! I execrate and scorn you! I summon science to annihilate you, to
bleach you and to wipe you, to test you and to trace you, to send you writhing into the void!
With righteous strength I oppose you! In the name of Life, I damn you: Be damned and be
gone! Be damned and be gone! Be damned and be gone!”
Let us keep others in our hearts and prayers, being gentle with one another.
God Bless and Keep You,
Pastor Nancy

UPCOMING CALENDAR:

Upcoming calendar, provided that air quality allows us to
meet outside:
Thursday, September 3rd: Called to Care (Teleconference) at
10:30 a.m.
Saturday, September 5th: Men’s Group, Friendship Hall,
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, September 6th, 13th, & 20th: Worship at Philip Marx (Central) Park at
10:30 a.m.
Sunday, September 13th: Trustees Meeting immediately after church (in the park.)
Thursday, September 17th: Leadership Team Meeting, 4:00 p.m. (via Zoom)
Sunday, September 20th: WWW following service, in the park; please bring a picnic lunch.
Sunday, September 27: Worship at Four-Island Lake in Bear Valley Springs at
10:30 a.m. Please bring your own picnic lunch!
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TREASURER’S REPORT
July 2020
INCOME
EXPENSES
NET

$ 7,886.26
$ 6,556.17
$ 1,330.09

OFFERINGS

$ 6,293.80

January – July
INCOME
EXPENSES
NET (LOSS)

YTD
$55,641.64
$58,214.09
($ 2,572.45)

Bank of the Sierra – July 31
SAVINGS
Capital Fund
Checking

$ 8,983.69
$22,168.59
$17,597.41

July income and expenses were close to revised 6-month budget through
the end of the year. August will have similar expenses and, hopefully, the
net income will remain positive with five Sundays. We will have a $4,100
Capital Fund expense in the August report for the repair of Friendship Hall
and classroom/office roof repairs.
When you are unable to attend in person and/or attending virtual Sunday
services, please continue your financial support with your mail-in check to:
TCC, 100 East “E” Street, 93561, or use the On-line giving option by finding
the On-Line Giving button on our website: https://tcccucc.org/worship-2/ or
go to Tithe.ly on the internet, and sign in for free.
Thanks for your support and participation. As Phyllis said at Sunday’s service in the park, “We won’t just survive, we will thrive!” (Well, something
close to that.)
Regards,
Porter Underwood - Treasurer
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SEXTON UPDATE
By Nick Smirnoff
Building repair, garden watering and weeding continues. Property security is
checked multi times a week.
Your Trustee Committee, under the leadership of Chairman James Carmichael, was
able to get the roof repair done on Friendship Hall. The roofer was also contracted to
apply a coat of “Rubberized” roofing solution to the entire Christian Education
Building roof. These two endeavors were badly needed, and should last a long time.
A special thanks to Chris Fickes. One of the kitchen sinks in Friendship Hall was
leaking, and needed replacing. Chris stepped up and installed a new faucet. The
new one is “long necked” so that large soup pots can be filled while resting in the
sink. It also has a retractable nozzle for easier scullery type clean up jobs.
Also, Chris Rush has completed clean up and trimming of the front yard of the rental
house.
The church buildings will still remain closed to all entry except maintenance people.
We must all remain confident that this grand old lady we call the Sanctuary, will once
again hear sermons, laughter, and music coming from its pews. The bell will ring
and the faithful will congregate as before, filled with the knowledge that prayer and
faith always find a way to overcome any of life’s obstacles.

GOOD LUCK JENNIFER!!
We have watched Jennifer Buchanan
grow up in this church from a preschooler to a young woman. We recognized her this last June when she
graduated from Tehachapi High
School. This month, she and her
mother, Mary Horton, drove to Detroit, Michigan where Jennifer will be
attending college. Mary flew back to
Tehachapi and is living alone for the
first time in her life.
It is quite an adjustment for both of
them, and we wish
them both much
success.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2 - Eric Trillo
4 - Mary Horton
10 - Sandy Criswell
12 - Rick Flores
13 - Anne Pear-Kirkpatrick
20 - Liam Lapham
21 - Sherrie Lendroth
24 - Nina Blackwell
24 - Nancy Franklin
27 - Jane Fickes
27 - Maureen St. John
28 - Michelle Elder

Page 5

LABOR DAY WEEKEND VIRTUAL BINGO
TOURNAMENT
Come join the Tehachapi Community Church on September 4th-6th for a VIRTUAL bingo tournament
fundraiser. Bingo cards will be $5 a card. All proceeds with be donated to The Tehachapi Community
Church for building projects.
To participate, please do the following:
1. Go to https://tithe.ly/give?c=1961917 (same link that is provided through the
church website and Facebook page)
2. On that donation page, make sure you select “Fundraiser” and include your first
name, last name, and your total donation amount (remember, $5 per card)
3. Send an email to Tehachapi.community@gmail.com requesting the total number
of cards that you would like.
One we verify that your donation went through, we will reply with Zoom meeting
and bingo cards information.

Tournament dates and times:
September 4th, 7 p.m.
September 5th, 5 p.m.
September 6th, 4 p.m.
Your donation includes bingo cards to play on all three days. Prize will be announced at the start of each Bingo game.
Primary point of contact is Deirdre Harris, and alternate is Ron Pilling.

Irene showed off her new
manicure last week,
when Pastor Nancy went
to visit her (from a distance) at Mountain Vista
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PEARLS OF AFRICA UPDATE
(From Peter Keller's July 2020 Newsletter)
In her own words, let one of our children tell you her story:
“I, Phiona, before I joined Pearls faced many challenges. I even didn’t
know that there were beds in this country. We used to eat once a day.
But since when God brought you into my life I have really changed. I
can’t even believe if I am the one because I used to admire schooling but I had no chance. I
want to thank you for educating me. I know my future is going to be bright because you
have never let us down.
At Pearls, life is very good and I am happy to be one of the Pearls children. At Pearls we
have got a simpler life, with care and love that a child could get from a parent. Pearls has
also taught me many things like how to respect elders, how to love and care for others. I am
very proud of Pearls because it is a home of peace. And I get all what my heart desired.”
PLEASE CONSIDER a Gift to Pearls of Africa Children’s Fund.
Your help now will last for generations to come!
•

Through your bank — you can set up Pearls of Africa as a payee on your bank’s bill
paying system. Don’t overlook the chance to make it a recurring monthly payment!
$125 per month will support a child’s needs.

•

Online — you can donate either regularly or one time at: PearlsChildrensFund.org/
donate.

•

Mail a check — To: Pearls of Africa, 3916 Pennsylvania Avenue, La Crescenta, CA
91214. We’d love to hear from you! Email: info@PearlsChildrensFund.org or you can
call us at 818-389-6778.

LEADERSHIP
MEETING
PLEASE NOTE:
The next Leadership Team meeting is
planned for Thursday, September
17th at 4:00PM. It will be a ZOOM
meeting. A link will be sent out
shortly before...

Thanks, Patrick Pine
Moderator

PLEASE
REMEMBER
TO WEAR A
MASK, AND
TO RESPECT
SOCIAL
DISTANCING GUIDELINES AT ALL CHURCH
EVENTS. THANK YOU!
Page 7

SOCIAL JUSTICE: RACIAL EQUITY STUDY GROUP
from Jan Roberts
Kathy Murguia and I hope many of you have been following
up on the self-study options given in last month's Whistle-the online 21-Day Racial Equity Challenge. In it you will
find links to a large array of films, interviews, podcasts, and
books like White Fragility, which we first suggested as a
starting point to learn how all of us are part of systemic racism and how to become an anti-racist.
A book not on the "Challenge" list is the Oprah Winfrey Book Club's most recent selection:
Caste: The Origins of our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson. The author is a Pulitzer Prize
winning journalist, and this book comes after her huge best-seller, The Warmth of other
Suns. If you only choose one book to help you understand America's ongoing racial issues,
this is the one. Riveting, heartbreaking, eye-opening, original in concept--and hugely readable--I cannot recommend it highly enough. Please join Nancy and Steve Bacon, myself,
and the growing thousands of readers around the world who are discovering Caste. Like
any Oprah book selection, this one is sold out in many places, but worth the wait if you
must. Readily available as an e-book. Please contact Kathy or myself with your comments
about this book and others. Reviews in the October Whistle!

BUILDING A BELOVED COMMUNITY
A beloved community is built on a foundation of faith in non-violence
and social justice. It is rooted in a hope that shines most brightly in the
darkest of places. As we search for the light in the darkness, we seek to
embrace, and learn from our tragedies and forgive.
Generally, in communities, during times of triumphs and tragedies, we
work together to build, uplift, celebrate, and empathize. Social justice
is a dream that inspires, but waxes and wanes. At this moment we have the possibility of building
a Beloved Community where “hope and history rhyme.”
In a Beloved Community, social justice and non-violence permeate its very existence. Such communities existed for me in my lifetime. The community of San Severin during the French Algerian
crisis, the Civil Rights Community during the voting rights struggle, and the” La Paz Community”
during the height of the Farmworker movement. .
Today, we face existential crises on so many fronts: climate change (fires & weather extremes,)
civil rights, a global pandemic, racial injustice, and economic collapse. They are the most serious
challenges our country, our planet, our species have ever faced. And so the building of a Beloved
Community is emerging on a global level, based on the values of Social Justice and Non-violence.
In such a community, hope and history will align and, shrouded in love, it will guide us. Masked
and distancing for now, we can survive...
We have begun.
Kathy Murguia

Social Justice Team
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WOMEN WHO WINE (WWW) or not!!
by Laurie Betts
Sunday, September 20th, the third Sunday in September, will
find Women Who Wine (or Not) getting together for our monthly
check in after church service, around 11:30. We will be in
Central Park, where we have enjoyed meeting the last few
months--it is easy and safe to gather there. Please remember to
wear a mask, and to respect social distancing guidelines. Bring a
sack lunch, and plan to join us. All women of Tehachapi are welcome to attend!
PROTEIN BOXES are being transported from Bakersfield to Tehachapi every Wednesday morning. THANK YOU to those who have
helped with the unloading. If you or someone you know could use a
box of meat and cheese, we have some in the church kitchen freezers.
Please ask Pastor Nancy or Nick Smirnoff to schedule your time to
get one. Alternatively, you may get one at the Salvation Army during their hours of operation. THIS PROGRAM HAS BEEN EXTENDED
WITH A TWO YEAR CONTRACT. Wow! The program will also expand to include produce and milk. I am working with others in the community who wish to be
involved with driving and unloading. Agencies from Mojave and Cal City have been
helping to get food out into East Kern. I hope that we can get the food where it is
most needed in the months to come.
— Pastor Nancy

THE COMMUNITY SERVICE MINISTRY INVITES
YOU TO “PHONE A FRIEND, MAKE A FRIEND”
An idea has been put forward that we in the Community Service Ministry might telephone people in the greater Tehachapi
area during these months of isolation, so that those who need
social contacts may have them. So we are promoting the following idea: The Community Service Ministry, as well as members of the TCC congregation, might pick one person to contact by phone,
either to check in with them frequently, or to call them from time to time. We
can do this with another member of the TCC congregation or with another
Tehachapi resident. We would ask you to contact either Jan Roberts or
Laurie Betts, just to tell us that you are participating in this activity, even
without telling us (unless you wish to) who that person is. Let us know if you
would like to participate!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO CINDY LAWLER!
by Phyllis Belcher
A former member of our church, Cindy Lawler, has been chosen to be the pastor of St Mark’s United Methodist Church in
Oildale. She grew up in this church, graduated from Tehachapi High School, and participated in church activities through
1989.
Cindy graduated from the University of California, Irvine. She
studied at Pacific School of Religion, receiving a Certificate of Theology Education and Leadership. Cindy’s father is Rev. Lewis Wakeland, who may have
inspired her interest in theology.
A few months ago, Cindy was guest pastor for this church. The sermon she
delivered was outstanding. She has a talent for speaking, and needed no
notes to remember her message. We are proud of Cindy, and wish her much
success in her new position.

PHOTOGRAPHY
by Jim Carmichael

Greetings, how many of our church members are interested in photography? How many have taken pictures
using the manual mode and not the automatic setting
mode on your camera? Try this sometime, and see
how creative you can be. My dad, who was a Los Angeles area photographer, always said to me, “it’s not
the camera that makes the photographer, it’s the person
behind the camera.”
The Old School photo you see, is at the
ghost town of Calico. The image was
first printed as a black and white, and
then reprinted using a copy machine, set
on black and white, no grays.
If you’re interested in photography, show
me some of your pictures; I would like to
see them...
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