TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH - UCC
100 East “E” Street (661) 822-4443 office@tehachapi-ucc.org
Rev. Nancy Bacon, Pastor

August 2020
Dear Friends,
Greetings! I hope this letter finds you healthy and doing well!
In spite of the Covid-19 pandemic, I am encouraged by creative ideas our members are discussing
to meet this challenge. Surely God’s presence abounds, and perhaps this major jolt allows a pause
that is good for our hearts and minds to consider what things matter most.

I have enjoyed having Steve around more and we’ve been listening to recorded books on race and
racism. The pandemic pause is making this more possible. We’ve also begun the 21-Day Equity
Challenge, and look forward to discussing it with those of you giving it a try. Our UCC conference
has been hosting a weekly conversation on race, and Faith in Kern has also offered up videos and
group discussions. Song lyrics written by Stephen Stills and sung by Buffalo Springfield have
been running through my mind: There’s something happening here, what it is ain’t exactly clear…I
think its time we stop, children, what’s that sound, everybody look what’s going down…
Pausing may also allow our church to explore spiritual practices that deepen our sense of the Divine. In August, I will be teaching the ancient art of Lectio Divina “sacred reading.” Lectio Divina
has its roots in the Jewish spiritual practice of haggadah used during the time of Jesus. It is an interactive means to allow a sacred text to speak within the reader. Early Christian desert monks developed this practice further and it has stood the test of time. Lectio Divina is a style of reading,
meditating, and contemplating that can be used with any sacred text as well as “reading” nature for
God’s revelatory word.
Has God been nudging you in any way during this pandemic? I am grateful that church members
have been brave to try new things and to offer to lead new things. I look forward to seeing how the
Spirit will show up within and among you. We will try some new things in worship and reinvent
some old things. We will find ways to play and pray together, welcoming children and including
them. Hopefully we will have some gentle moments and laughter together that will be pleasing to
God. May it be so.
Blessings,
Pastor Nancy
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UPCOMING CALENDAR:
Saturday, August 1st: Men’s Group, Friendship Hall, 10:00 a.m.
Sunday, August 2nd: Church will be held in a DIFFERENT location at 10:30 a.m. Danny and Nancy Romero have invited us to
their backyard sanctuary for worship. Their home in Keene is located atop holy ground penetrated by Cesar Chavez and the Farm
Worker’s Spirit. The Romeros will provide some chairs, but please
bring your own if you can. You may bring your own snacks, and
the Romeros will provide bottled water. Their address is 24467
Baldwood Lane, not far from the Keene Cafe.
Monday, August 3rd - Sunday, August 9th: Pastor Nancy will be on vacation.
Sunday, August 9th: Worship will be at Philip Marx / Central Park (near the church) at
10:30 a.m., and led by the Reverend Dawn Wilder, pastor at Emmanuel Lutheran Church
in Bakersfield, and a Tehachapi resident.
Trustees Meeting immediately after church (in the park.)
Thursday, August 13th: Call to Care, (Teleconference) at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, August 16th: Worship at Philip Marx Park at 10:30 a.m.

WWW following service, in the park; please bring a picnic lunch.
Thursday, August 20: Leadership Team Meeting, 4:00 p.m. (via Zoom)
Sunday, August 23: Worship at Four-Island Lake in Bear Valley Springs at 10:30 a.m.
Please bring your own picnic lunch!
Sunday, August 30: Worship at Philip Marx Park at 10:30 a.m.

BINGO & “CHURCH’S GOT TALENT”
Plans are underway for a Virtual Bingo evening in August, and a Virtual
Talent Show, “Church’s Got Talent,” in September. These will be FUNdraisers to replenish funds needed for roof repairs. If you play an instrument,
sing, do magic, comedy, twirl a baton, gymnastics, dive, ANYTHING, you
can enter to win! Please video record your talent and send it to Deirdre Harris at lovemybaya@gmail.com to become part of the show! Winners will receive small prizes.
Look for more details to come about both fun events!
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TREASURER’S REPORT
June 2020
INCOME
EXPENSES
NET

$13,093.98
$ 6,410.25
$ 6,683,73

OFFERINGS
$11,378.98
(with On-Line Giving)

January – June
YTD
INCOME
$47,754.26
EXPENSES
$51,657.92 (Includes Capital Fund Expense of $4,273)
NET (LOSS)
($ 3,903.66)
Bank of the Sierra
SAVINGS
$ 8,982.57
Capital Fund
$22,168.59
Checking
$16,223.84
June income basically balanced our budget. Excluding the capital expenses
of $4,273 for the Friendship Hall doors, we are $369.34 ahead of expenses,
and very close to the six-month budgeted income of $53,000. Please continue your financial support for TCC. Our On-Line Giving button is working well
via the TCC website, phone app (tithe.ly) or tithe.ly.com.
Regards,
Porter Underwood - Treasurer

LEADERSHIP
MEETING
PLEASE NOTE:
The next Leadership Team meeting
is planned for Thursday, August 20th
at 4:00PM. It will be a ZOOM
meeting. More information to follow...

Thanks, Patrick

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
1 - Edith Jones
5 - Julia Orrantia
14 - Aiden Jones
15 - Gabriel Lohnes
20 - Geoff Lohnes
22 - Melissa Kitchell
27 - Charles Rodriquez
29 - Laurie Betts
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Social Justice Team
by Jan Roberts

Last month, Kathy Murguia and I announced formation of a study group
on race in America. As a starting point, we were encouraged to read the
book, “White Fragility,” or one of several best-selling titles on the topic.
Since that first announcement, I was referred to an impressive, comprehensive program of readings, podcasts, videos, and other resources to guide those who want to learn more. It is called the
"21-Day Racial Equity Habit Building Challenge."
You can "graze" the extensive list of choices provided, and pick those that fit your own interests
and time available. There is no charge, and no specific time constraint, although we would like to
meet at some point by Zoom, phone conference, or even in the park..
To see an introduction and the complete program, please go to:
https://eddiemoorejr.com/21daychallenge
If you have questions or comments about this "21-Day Challenge," please contact Jan Roberts at
599-6125 or streborja@gmail.com.

Update on Pearls of Africa Children's Home in Jinga, Uganda
- Jan Roberts

In our most recent board meeting, Executive Director Peter Keller shared that, because of the
pandemic, donations to the orphanage have fallen by two-thirds since April, a terrible decline.
Through the years, our church has always shown love and generous concern for
the 29 beautiful children, ages 6 to 20, living and thriving in the Home.
Once again Pastor Nancy, along with Pearls board members Joanne Beckett and
myself, are asking you--if you can--to step forward to support our Ugandan friends
in need.
To see the kids and their stories, and to donate, you can visit our website:
pearlschildrensfund.org
If you would like to contribute all or part to a specific need, these would make life better for the
children and Rosette, their "Mom-in-Chief" and the home's director:
--$200 to paint home interior
--$150 for educational field trips
--$200 for a cooking building
--$250 for a large institutional stove
Mail your check to:
Pearls of Africa
3916 Pennsylvania Ave.
La Crescenta, CA. 91214
Or, through the Pearls Facebook page, help give the gift of a much-needed new computer and
printer to Rosette for her upcoming birthday.
However you choose, you'll be giving a gift of love where it is most needed and appreciated.
Prayers are always good, too. Thank you!
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REFLECTIONS ON GOD
by Ron Pilling

I am grateful to have taken more than one Old Testament Survey class,
with the most recent one being almost three years ago. They really
opened my eyes when it comes to the perception of God. Stories like
Genesis 22 (where God calls Abraham to kill his son Isaac) and the book of Job (where
God lets Satan destroy a simple faithful man’s life) certainly do give this impression of an
insecure and petty God; one that sharply contrasts the loving and compassionate God we
are taught about today. Let’s open our entire beings to why this could be. Here is what I
have learned.
God is who the people need God to be, and these Old Testament stories reflect the culture
of the people that God is working with and through. The historic world of the Levant
(Eastern Mediterranean and Western Asia) was one of survival. People were in a near constant need of help, from provision to protection. Trust was considered a binding document.
Societal structure was very different back then, with the threat of entire groups of people
being wiped out. The God that Israel (the people) needed was a warrior God, who protected them from their enemies, and escorted them to the land that God promised them. In return, the people of Israel wholly worshipped God as the ONE and ONLY God, and communicated this as such (which was quite scandalous during the time of other gods and belief systems.)
This warrior God communicated through them in ways they understood: trust and faith.
Provision and promise. Covenant. From time to time, stories like the ones mentioned
above come up as a form of communication of that trust and faith, while at the same time
showing that this God was not like the other gods. They seem more than draconian to us
from our enlightened, post-modern, Western societal Protestant perspective. That is okay!
We don’t think like the people of Israel. We don’t have the same culture as they did. We
don’t have the same communications with God. But these stories have survived thousands
of years to this very day, to show us how God transcends any and every box we try to place
God in.
Now think about Jesus and his mission of salvation wrapped in a message of love, compassion, empathy, and humility. The Jewish concept of the Messiah at the time of Jesus was to
be a physical manifestation of that same warrior God I mentioned…one who would wipe
out oppression through a victorious rout of the Roman Empire that was suffocating them.
God sent Jesus to show them that the true Messiah was here to battle injustice and evil, but
not through violence and death. Every last person on earth is God’s creation, and Jesus
came to show them that through God, Jesus, and the Spirit we can realign our hearts
through peace and end oppression.
God is always God. God never changes. But God can be what the people need in order to
complete God’s mission. We have a right to be confused and upset by the stories of the Bible, because the God we need today is not the sword and shield warrior God of the people
of ancient Israel. We need a social justice warrior God who can help us bring peace and
equity to all of God’s children. Interestingly enough, concepts like trust, faith, provision,
promise, and covenant all have importance in our world and how we communicate with
God. Likewise, God will continue to use seasons of challenge in our lives to fulfill God’s
mission.
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WOMEN WHO WINE (WWW) or not!!
by Laurie Betts
Sunday, August 16th, the third Sunday in August, will find
Women Who Wine (or Not) getting together for our monthly
check in after church service, around 11:30. We will be in
Central Park, where we have enjoyed meeting the last two months--it is
easy and safe to gather there. Please remember to wear a mask, and to respect social distancing guidelines. Bring a sack lunch, and plan to join
us. All women of Tehachapi are welcome to attend!

THE COMMUNITY SERVICE MINISTRY INVITES
YOU TO “PHONE A FRIEND, MAKE A FRIEND”
An idea has been put forward that we in the Community Service Ministry might telephone people in the greater Tehachapi
area during these months of isolation, so that those who need
social contacts may have them. So we are promoting the following idea: The Community Service Ministry, as well as
members of the TCC congregation, might pick one person to contact by
phone, either to check in with them frequently, or to call them from time to
time. We can do this with another member of the TCC congregation or with
another Tehachapi resident. We would ask you to contact either Jan Roberts
or Laurie Betts, just to tell us that you are participating in this activity, even
without telling us (unless you wish to) who that person is. Let us know if you
would like to participate!

PROTEIN BOXES are still being transported from Bakersfield to
Tehachapi every Wednesday morning. THANK YOU to those
who have helped with the unloading. If you or someone you
know could use a box of meat and cheese, we have some in the
church kitchen freezers. Please ask Pastor Nancy or Nick
Smirnoff to schedule your time to get one. Alternatively, you
may get one at the Salvation Army during their hours of operation. It
has been a joy to know that food is getting out to people in East Kern at this
time while many are in need.
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A Hot Day in Jackson, Mississippi
- Kathy Murguia, Social Justice Team

When I was in Mississippi in 1964 (Freedom Summer,) SNCC (Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee) VOLUNTEERS worked hard to prepare prospective voters for passing the dogged literacy test. We spent hours rehearsing how to respond when they went to Jackson to register. During my stay, I was often the poll inquisitor looking for a way to challenge the potential registrant.
Lots of role play and confidence building on how to present and talk directly at the county registrars office. The work was fun. We laughed at the questions we came up with to trip each other
up. “Now you know you don’t really understand “one Man One vote...”. RIGHT; and how many
signed the Declaration of Independence? NAME EIGHT OF EM.
Sometimes we got lucky. More often we were crushed.

I met John Lewis, who was Chairman of SNCC, and already a nationally known civil rights leader.
He was the director of the Freedom Summer Voting Registration Project. It was a hot late afternoon in Jackson.
He asked how I came to be in Mississippi. I explained that my friend Kathy Dalton, an RN from
UC Berkeley had asked if I could drive her car to Holly Springs where she was working as a
SNCC Volunteer. (She had flown out directly from Oxford Ohio from the SNCC training.) I left
Cali just before the brothers Chaney, Schwerner, and Goodman went missing. I was a Friend of
SNCC at Berkeley.
With that deep spiritual countenance that surrounded John Lewis, he replied, “My, you are brave.”
Those words didn’t connect with how I saw myself, but I remembered his words, as a carload of us
volunteers got chased by the Klan after a Church Mass Meeting in Holly Springs, Mississippi.
Yes, brave in the midst of my terror that day. RIP OH KING OF TRUTH AND LIGHT. I did
become brave. You said I was.

SNCC WORKERS IN HOLLY SPRINGS. “AK” (on the right) was my mentor and
Guide To the Deep South
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MEN’S GROUP STARTED AT
OUR CHURCH
Saturday, August 1st, 10:AM
in Friendship Hall
We have started a regular gathering of men. We are just
starting, so the format, time, and mood are yet to be established. Men's groups provide us with a certain free atmosphere to talk and express feelings that can't happen in a
mixed group. The meeting will always be completely secure and safe and private. We'll talk about what to do to
provide structure, if necessary. We'll talk about how often
to meet, and whether a different time would be better.
We have met two times and, in fact, only two men attended
each meeting. This sort of small meeting may be the norm
for a while. We know how busy life can be; our families
and jobs need us. Even so, I found the two mornings quite
valuable. Not much ceremony, no agenda, just an uninterrupted hour to sit and listen to another man talk about life.
Wayne regularly attended a large men's gathering in San
Diego a few years ago. It was a small joke there that men
were only capable of talking about football. It was indeed a
small joke, because compared to the complexity our souls
are stuffed with, football is meaningless.
Contact Wayne Thompson for questions, comments, requests. (760-445-5738)

GREETINGS FROM IRENE!

Mountain Vista Senior Care
20001 Piedra Dr
Tehachapi, CA 93561
PLEASE REMEMBER
TO WEAR A
MASK, AND
RESPECT
SOCIAL
DISTANCING GUIDELINES AT ALL CHURCH
EVENTS. THANK YOU!

WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN DOING
THESE LAST FEW MONTHS?
Have you gone anywhere, taken up a new hobby,
watched movies, done some gardening, read some
books, finally tackled those chores that have been
stacking up, or just hung around the house—taking it easy?
We would love to see photos of how you’ve been spending these
last few months! Please email or text your favorite ones to Linda
Flores (linda31591@att.net or 661-435-5181) so that we can
share them in the September Whistle!
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SERVICES AT 4-ISLAND LAKE (BVS)
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