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Dear Friends,  
 
Greetings!  Thanks to all of you who have helped to transport and unload USDA protein boxes 
throughout the month of June.  Thanks especially to Danny Romero and Marcus Glascock for 
each driving twice.  Thanks to Micah and Amelia Glascock, Nick Smirnoff, Chris Fickes, Porter 
Underwood, Venita Quamme, and Wayne Thompson for help with unloading!  We have made 
some new friends with the Salvation Army and with the Food Pantry in Tehachapi.  Food has 
gotten to children and seniors and people in remote regions of East Kern County.  The program 
has been extended through the end of August, so we will be able to continue building community 
relationships and helping food get where it is greatly appreciated.  If you, or someone you know 
would like to receive a box, we have a few in the freezers at the church or you may go directly to 
the Salvation Army between 9-11 a.m. week days.  I recommend calling ahead, just to make sure 
they are open and distributing.  
 
During July, we will continue meeting in the park for worship.  We plan to meet the first three 
weeks at Philip Marx (Central) Park, then the last week of July at 4-Island Lake in Bear Valley.  
We have been discussing ways to bring worship into the sanctuary and Friendship Hall in the fall.  
Ron Pilling is looking into a small grant that we might apply for, to increase our technological ca-
pabilities and spread people out between buildings.  Look for more information to come.  If you 
like technological puzzles, your service is welcome. 
 
THANK YOU to Deirdre and Johnathon Harris for recording our services in the park, and posting 
them to our church FaceBook page and to YouTube!!!  Thanks also to Jan Roberts and her 
daughter, Caren Wallace, for tackling the logistics of having our first COVID-safe Memorial ser-
vice.  It was beautifully and gracefully done. 
 
We will continue having a telephone conference call option for those who do not feel comfortable 
attending group worship.  Our new conference call phone number is 717-275-8940, access code 
5379308.  Please call in prior to worship starting, as your name will be announced out loud to eve-
ryone.  It is great to hear names of folks we can not see!  Thank you Patrick Pine for letting us use 
your conference line during the quarantine, up until this point!  That number may get used occa-
sionally for some team meetings. 
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Finally, I am writing to encourage our teams to get creative.  Churches that survive this pandemic 
era will be those who are able to adapt.  We were nearly shut down for two months.  We are in 
need of figuring out creative solutions to continue functioning as a church.  Some of this has al-
ready begun.  The Trustees and others have met via conference calls to discuss issues related to 
facilities, finances, and safe practices.  They will continue to meet making adjustments and get-
ting feedback and suggestions from others.  Some of our other teams have been on pause.  I am 
writing to encourage re-activation.  I am hoping each team will at least touch base through emails, 
a conference call, or Zoom meeting within the next few weeks.  We hope each team will be able 
to provide an update at our next Leadership Team meeting.  Previously, I wrote that our Leader-
ship Team meeting would be Sunday, July 19th, after worship, however that meeting time has 
changed.  Please mark your calendars and plan to be with us on Zoom, Thursday, July 16th at 4 
pm.  Great teamwork will make us effective.  If you are not on a team, but have some sugges-
tions, questions, or want to be involved, here are the team leaders you may contact: 
 
Personnel:  Phyllis Belcher 
 
Music & Worship:  Wayne Thompson and Julie Bulloch 
 
Education:  Catherine Jones 
 
Social Justice:  Kathy Murguia  
 
Environmental Ministries:  Chris Rush 
 
Open and Affirming Ministries:  (Unofficially, Jacquie and Terry Lawrence) 
 
Global Ministries: (I don't know if we have a leader, but Jan Roberts is a good contact.) 
 
Trustees:  Jim Carmichael 
 
Called to Care:  Jan Combs 
 
Community Service/Care, Hospitality and Growth:  These are two groups that overlap.  Laurie 
Rude-Betts and Jan Roberts are leads. 
 
Stewardship:  I had just started in talking to some of our newer members about this group before 
COVID-19 hit.  I will try to reach out and see what's now possible.  If you are interested, please let 
me know. 
 
(I have not used the formal names of the teams written in our bylaws, so please don't let that 
throw you.  I've tried to provide main themes.  Updating our bylaws was also put on hold during 
the shut-down.  We will get back to looking at this once we have our feet under us a bit more firm-
ly.) 
 
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE BEEN VOLUNTEERING TO KEEP US BEING 
CHURCH!  Nick Smirnoff, your work around the church is greatly appreciated.  Joanne Beckett, 
thank you for reaching out to our renters.  Let’s continue to enjoy worshipping and active ministry, 
seeing opportunities in the challenges of today! 
 
 
God Bless You and God Bless Our Church, 
Pastor Nancy 



 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

                           

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

The On-Line Giving option is alive and well.  An example is: 
 

Log into the Tehachapi Community Church website at https://
tcccucc.org/. 

Tap on the On-Line Giving Button in the pink banner at the top. 
Fill in the information with the amount and your card or bank info. 
Press the down arrow to see options for covering the fees and/or create an ac-

count, which will save your options. 
 

You can also log directly into the Tithe.ly form (https://tithe.ly/give?c=1961917), or 
download the Tithe.ly app to your phone and follow the easy steps for on-line giv-
ing.  You can also access the TCC website from the TCC Facebook under “About,” 
then click the On-Line Giving button. 
 
In less than a month, $600 has been given to TCC using on-line giving.  Speaking of 
giving, after the request for financial help, the members of TCC will have shattered 
the record in offerings for June, which will be reported in the next Whistle after the 
month has ended.  We are getting close to the offering budget of $6,142 per month. 
 
Thanks to all for your support, and let’s keep this train rolling! 
 
Blessings, 
Porter Underwood - Treasurer   

LEADERSHIP MEETING 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

The next Leadership Team meeting is 
planned for Thursday, July 16th at 
4:00PM.  It will be a ZOOM meeting.  
More information to come... 
 
Thanks, Patrick 
 

https://tcccucc.org/
https://tcccucc.org/
http://link.icnsend.com/c/443/7ea635ced0150dd5d66025ff7758ce621385da7ecad0405b611a867c9ac166a2


 

 

 

“White Fragility” 
- by Robin DiAngelo 

 

If you want to look with an open mind into race in 
America, and our part in it, you are invited to join 
TCCs upcoming antiracism study group, led by long-
time activist Kathy Murguia, of the Social Justice 
Team.  Guided by the bestseller “White Fragility” by 
Robin DiAngelo, the group plans to explore personal 
experiences and widen our understandings of our-
selves and race through discussion, readings, and re-
lated activities.  

 

No dates or methods of discussion (open-air, group phone-in, or Zoom, etc.) have 
been fixed yet.  However, if interested please contact Jan Roberts by email at: 
streborja42@gmail.com or phone/text to 661-599-6125.  Hardcover and paperback 
copies may be sold out and on back order; Kindle, other ebooks, and audio versions 
are available. 
 

As powerful forces of white racism again swell, DiAngelo invites white progressives to have a 
courageous conversation about their culture of complicity. . . . “White Fragility provides important 
antiracist understanding and essential strategies for well-intentioned white people who truly en-
deavor to be a part of the solution.” 

 

Update on Pearls of Africa Children's Home in Jinga, Uganda 
- Jan Roberts 

 

The following is a recent What's App exchange between Executive Direc-
tor Peter Keller and Rosette Kirangi, director of the Pearls of Africa Chil-
dren's Home, Jinja, Uganda.  In it, Rosette shares how she has been 
meeting the challenges of the pandemic for all these precious kids in her care, while re-
maining an activist for the health and safety of all children.  A truly admirable woman--
filled with boundless energy, commitment, and love! 
 

Rosette Kirangi: “We have engaged some three teacher’s and we are doing home school-
ing.  It keeps the children busy and occupied.  Then in the afternoon we have handcrafts 
practicals then some indoor games.  Otherwise the cases are increasing and since  the 
lockdown was opened it has spread to more districts. 
 

Recently on 12 June I attended virtual celebrations of anti child labour day. The emphasis 
by most speakers was on enforcing laws that protect children from being exploited in the 
labour market. The most common in our region is them working in sugar plantations and 
stone quarries. There was also the fear that the pandemic may bring about a bigger crisis 
of more children being exploited in the labour market. These are celebrations we are usu-
ally invited to attend @ the District as children activists.” 
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“HELPING UNLOAD PROTEIN BOXES” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

ART SHOW ON THE TCC PATIO — Laurie Betts 
 

Long before there was any fear of a virus changing our lives, Pastor 
Nancy thought of TCC holding a display of every imaginable kind 
of artwork, created by our members and by Tehachapi friends of 
TCC.  There is so much wonderful work being done all over Teha-
chapi, and we want to celebrate the artists and their work by putting 
it on display.  It now seems that holding such an occasion in our 

lovely patio area during the summer months would be the safest way to gather.  If 
you have artwork that you would share with us, or if you have a thought of how to 
put this occasion on, please contact Laurie (821-1904) and the Hospitality Minis-
try.  Once we have our own members on board for participation, we can then reach 
out to the greater community.  Please let us know what ideas you have!  

 

    JULY BIRTHDAYS   
    1  -  Helen Halasey  

    1  -  Ellen Hayes 

    2  -  Brian St. John 

    3  -  Amy Trillo 

    9  -  Steve Bacon 

  11  -  Marcus Glascock 

  15  -  Aidan Lapham  

  19  -  Carol Coleman 

  24 -   Cheryl Bain 

  25 -   Danny Romero 

  27 -   Jenni Jones 

  27 -   Stephanie Smith 

  29 -  Phyllis Comstock 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

July 2nd  - Call to Care, Education Bldg, 10:30AM 
July 5th   - Church Service, Central Park, 10:30AM 
July 12th - Church Service, Central Park, 10:30AM 
July 16th - Leadership Meeting (via Zoom) 4:00PM 
July 19th - Church Service, Central Park, 10:30AM;  
                    WWW following service  
July 26th - Church Service, 4-Island Lake, Bear Valley 
                   Springs, 10:30AM 



 

 

 

Too Impossible for God? 
- Ron Pilling 

 

 The other Sunday, we went into the world of Genesis chapter 18, verses 1 
through 15.  If you didn’t get a chance to hear this story, I encourage you to take a 
moment to read about Sarah, Abraham, God, and the promise of a miracle child. 
 So there is a lot going on in that story…and there is one phrase…one question…that sums 
up not only that story, but all of what it means to be God:  
 “Is anything too wonderful for the LORD?”  
 The NIV translates it as “Is anything too hard for the LORD?”  
 Too hard?  Too wonderful?  Basically… “Is anything impossible for God to do?” 
 God asked this question in the face of two senior citizens who were just promised a biologi-
cally born child.  Well come to find out a few chapters later…God delivered…and so did Sarah… 
with the birth of Isaac. 
 But can we feel the cringy awkwardness of “yeah right” being expressed in that scene?  Re-
ligious Scholar Walter Brueggemann says that for Sarah and Abraham “the powerful promise of 
God outdistances their ability to receive it.”  I mean, Abraham had been talking to God for dec-
ades.  Sarah even heard God’s promise.  Yet they are presented in this story as anything but a de-
finitive affirmation of faith in God. 
 Doubt.  Disbelief.  Hopelessness.  These things open up a chasm between faith and God. 
They bolden the letters of the question “Is anything too hard for the LORD? Too wonderful? Im-
possible even?”  
 I mean, if the answer is YES… yes there are things that are impossible for God to do, then 
God is effectively handcuffed by the limitations of our minds and the barriers erected in our hearts. 
 But if the answer is NO… that there truly is no thing too hard, too wonderful, too impossi-
ble… that there is no thing beyond God’s power, provision, and providence… such an answer re-
flects that we have broken free from those chains and barriers and confessed that God is God. 
 And just so you know, responses to such a question aren’t as simple as YES or NO.  As 
with many other tough ones, there could be a YES BUT, a NO BUT, a WELLLLLLL, a MAYBE, 
or even an I DON’T KNOW MAN, WHAT DO YOU THINK?  
 But guess what?  That’s okay.  We can (and should) ask the question anyways.  I think it is 
healthy to ask that question, and to openly and honestly answer it, because it is telling of our spir-
itual condition.  Every day is a journey with our faith and with God.  Every day we face things that 
shovel out more dirt of doubt, disbelief, and hopelessness, widening the chasm.  But every day God 
pours back in truckloads of faith, belief, and hope to help bridge that gap and cross that chasm.  
 Interestingly enough, God answers this very question that God poses.  I mean, for sure God 
already did by delivering on the promise of Isaac.  But God also answers this question in and 
through Jesus, who in teaching the disciples about the kingdom of God, affirmed that “all things 
are possible with God” (Mark 10:27).”  Jesus, Son of God, brought God’s promise to all humanity 
and showed that nothing is impossible for God when Jesus was raised from the dead and ascended 
to heaven. 
 How incredible is it that we have been given the answer to such a cosmic question through 
God?!?  So knowing both the question and the answer just leaves the journey from point A to point 
B: the understanding of the endless and eternal possibilities of God.  This is where it could take a 
lifetime to comprehend.  This is where the faith journey comes in.  This is where it is okay to admit 
our doubt, disbelief, and hopelessness.  And this is where you can receive the faith, belief, and 
hope. 
 Loving God, we want to believe that nothing is too hard, nothing is too wonderful, nothing 
is too impossible for you to do.  Be with us in our hearts and minds as we walk together through 
the chaos and calm that is life towards you in understanding all of this.  We love you. Amen. 



 

 

 

WE’RE BACK!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
ENVIRONMENTALLY-ALERT CHURCH WANTS YOU TO KNOW: 

 

You guessed it--one more thing to worry about.  But read this brief summary 
of a special report from the June, 2020 issue of Consumer Reports maga-
zine about plastic consumption.  You may learn some alarming facts, but 
you'll also find ways to lower the potential harm of microplastics to you and 
your family.  
 

Most of us have seen the horrific damage plastics do to the environment and to wildlife: 
whales, seabirds, and turtles starving, their stomachs clogged with the stuff; swirling ocean 
vortexes collecting plastic litter from around the globe.  What we don't see is what reliable 
research reveals--that as it breaks down, tiny bits of plastic wind up in our food, drinking 
water, the air we breathe, and inside our bodies.  
 
According to Sen. Tom Udall, (D) N.M., current research into such pollution shows that the 
average adult eats and drinks 5 grams of microplastics per week--the equivalent of chomp-
ing down a Visa card every seven days!  That can't be good for the health of turtles or our-
selves. 
 
What to do?  From CR, here are five simple ways to cut down on all those tiny particles en-
tering our bodies: 
 
1. Unless it's unsafe to do so--think Flint, Michigan--drink tap water, not water bottled in 
plastic.  
2. Heat food on the stove or in the microwave, but never microwave plastic. (Bye, bye, TV 
dinners.) 
3. Store food in glass, silicone, or foil.  
4. Eat fresh food as much as possible.  Don't rely on processed food packaged in plastic. 
5. Vacuum regularly.  Along with dust, germs, and other unsanitary things, plastic particles 
and their released chemicals are also what your vacuum picks up. 
 
P.S. If you can access this CR issue, read the entire special report on plastics.  It's an eye-
opener!  
 
Jan Roberts, Environmental Team Member 

 

WOMEN WHO WINE (WWW) or not!!  — by Laurie Betts 
 

July 19th at 11:30, after church service in Central Park, will be our 
next gathering of our TCC women's group, where women of our 
church, as well as our community, get together to check in with each 
other.  This returns us to our third Sunday schedule.  It will be a very 
special gathering as we will be celebrating Carol Coleman's 90th 
birthday with her!!  Jan Combs will provide a cake, and there will be some bubbly 
wine served.  Please bring a lawn chair and a sack lunch.  We hope that you will be 
there with us to celebrate a remarkable woman on a remarkable birthday!!  



 

 

 
Growing up in White America 

- Kathy Murguia, Social Justice Team 
 

My childhood memories are filled with pictures and stories of events and family,  There were feel-
ings of joy and sadness.  Intwined in these memories were lessons I learned about racism.  This is 
one of these memories. 
 

My German American Mom loved to sing.  She listened to the Metropolitan Opera on Sat. Morn-
ing.  She hummed, whistled and played the harmonica, and she sang lullabies. 
 

The lullabies I heard were sung in a soft tone, and meant as quiet words of comfort.  One, I re-
member well, was “ Mammy's Little Coal Black Rose.”  The words and melody were well into my 
head before I thought about them.  At some point, I did ask her why “the “pickaninny” wasn’t 
white, to which she replied the “words of the song”, “Cause (The angels) forgot to give your Mam-
my, a talcum powder chamois, So don't you cry, don't you sigh “Cause you're mammy's little Coal 
Black Rose.” 
 

At a young age, I was introduced to a belief that Black people were less than white people; their 
children were unhappy because of their color, and the angels had forgotten to make them white. 
 

There is no judgment, but this does demonstrate how subliminal and overt messages perpetuate 
systemic racism.  My mom treated everyone equally in her circle with respect and compassion.  
We knew no Black families, and I learned from her a sense of fairness and how to treat everyone 
with respect and compassion ,which expanded over time to include Blacks and all people of color.  
However cognitive dissonance had been planted that was insidiously flawed and wrong. 
 

 

 

Title: Mammy's Little Coal Black Rose 

Lyrics: Raymond Egan 

Music: Richard A. Whiting 
 

I heard a pickaninny crying 

Down in Tennessee one night; 

His little heart was nearly breaking 

Just because he wasn't white; 

Then his dear old Mammy kiss'd him 

And she said "Chile don' you sigh 

Weep no more, my baby," 

Then she sang a Dixie Lullaby: 

 

And then I saw that dear old Mammy 

Kiss those baby tears away 

While in her arms the baby nestled 

Happy as a child at play; 

Then she whispered "Mammy loves you, 

You're as sweet as 'possum pie, 

Go to sleep, my honey, While your mammy sings a lullaby" 

 

Chorus 

 

You better dry your eyes, my little Coal Black Rose (and don't you cry) You better go to sleep and let those eyelids 
close (just hush a-by) 'Cause you're dark, don't start apinin'.  You're a cloud with a silver lining; Tho' ev'ry old crow 
thinks his babe am white as snow, Your dear old Mammy knows you're mighty like a rose; And when the angels gave 
those kinky curls to you (so curly que) They put a sunbeam in your disposition too, that's true, The reason you're so 
black I 'spose They forgot to give your Mammy a talcum powder chamois, So don't you cry, don't you sigh, 'Cause 
you're mammy's little Coal Black Rose. 
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