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Welcome Back!  It's been a long time and it will be good to begin again with all of 
you! 
 
Here are some of our highlights for the month of June: 
 
Wednesday, June 3rd:  Our church was blessed to receive a large gift of “protein 
boxes” for distribution from the USDA "Farm to Families” food share program.  
These are 10# boxes of meat and cheese.  We are partnering with the local Salvation 
Army to keep them frozen and help get them to people.  I am trying to arrange for us 
to pick up boxes after church on Sunday, but you may go directly to the Salvation 
Army during their hours to get yours.  Please invite someone you know who could 
use a box to get one also.  If you don’t want yours, please give it to someone in need.  
If you are not comfortable leaving your home, please text or call me at 661-900-
5536 and we will get it delivered.  We hope to have boxes distributed by June 10th 
and bring up three more weekly loads each Wednesday in June, if we have a truck 
and driver weekly. 
 
Sunday, June 7th:  Worship at 10:30 at Philip Marx Central Park.  (It’s the park 
nearest the church.)  Please bring your own lawn chair, face mask, and cell 
phone.  We will be using both a mic and speaker, but also phones to keep distant, as 
needed.  This service will focus on the first chapters in Genesis.  “In the begin-
ning…”  This is a new beginning for our church also as we worship differently dur-
ing this pandemic.  Come and join us.  We will keep our distance.  If you don’t wish 
to be “tempted” like Adam and Eve, you can stay home and call in to 866-398-9973, 
pin 754746#, and participate in worship, or watch the recording later on the 
Tehachapi UCC FaceBook page.  (SEE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON 
FOLLOWING PAGE.) 
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GRADUATES:  IF YOU ATTEND THIS SERVICE IN THE PARK, WE WILL GET TO 
CELEBRATE AND RECOGNIZE YOU!  PLEASE LET PASTOR NANCY KNOW IF 
YOU PLAN TO ATTEND. 
 
Saturday, June 13th:   Conference Annual Gathering by Zoom.  All are welcome to at-
tend from 9:00-noon.  Look for information in this edition of the Whistle. 
 
Sunday, June 14th:  10:30 a.m. Worship at Philip Marx Central Park, followed by WWW 
 
Saturday, June 20th:  11:00 a.m. Memorial Service for Robert McLeod, Friendship Hall 
 
Sunday, June 21st:  10:30 a.m. Worship at Philip Marx Central Park  
        “Father’s Day” 
 
Sunday, June 28th:  10:30 a.m. Worship at FOUR ISLAND LAKE in Bear Valley 
Springs.  Bring your own picnic for us to enjoy lunch together. 
 
Blessings,  
Pastor Nancy 

 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 
Irene Howitz is currently living at “Mountain Vista Senior Care facility.”  
Rev. Nancy said that Irene misses the church terribly and, although she 
can’t have regular visits yet, brief hellos are OK; hopefully, outdoor visits 
will come soon.  Her contact information is:  
 
20001 Piedra Drive 
Tehachapi, CA 93561 
(661) 822-3556 
 
Hal Morgan is doing much better!  He can walk with canes, and the pain 
relief is a miracle. 
 
Continued prayers for the Glascock family, with Marcus seeking a new job, and Rachel 
struggling to regain her health. 
 
Prayers for Molly Sherman‘s family; Molly is fine.  
 
For the family of Chuck Rogers, who recently passed away. 
 
Jennifer Buchanan graduated from Tehachapi High School this June.  She plans to move 
to Detroit, Michigan in August, and pursue an education there.  She and her mother, Mary 
Horton, will go to Detroit in July and visit a few of the schools to decide which one Jen-
nifer wants to attend. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Letter to my friends at Tehachapi UCC: 
 

Fellow citizens across our Nation are marching in protest.  Our youth are 
leading us.  With voices raised, they are reaching out to all with the truth 
of how Black Americans have been brutalized and murdered by their 
fellow Americans for four hundred years.  This can no longer be doubt-
ed or denied.  By the sheer power of collective action, the institutional and 
systematic power of Racism has become a national discussion.  Those who have 
been in denial are listening, acknowledging, and opening their hearts to new learning . 
 

I wonder what our role is in this discussion?  What do members of my Church have to 
say?  What is our collective voice in speaking to what is truly an American Tragedy.  We 
have all seen the event that triggered this outpouring of pain and anger.  The “blood choke 
hold” of George Lloyd lasted just under nine minutes.  He is dead, and America is protest-
ing and marching, carrying his name along with the names of so many other dead souls 
into history.  
 

We are a Christian Church, believing in the example of how Jesus lived.  He walked, and 
gathered others to talk about the Kingdom of God.  This Kingdom is a place of love, com-
passion, equality and justice.  His parables were lessons of how to stand up to the power of 
evil; how to protest and change the hearts of the evildoers.  Jesus knew they suffered from 
their hate; but with love, he offered forgiveness.  
 

At this juncture in our journey with Jesus, we are called upon to be bold, yet humbled by 
His Wisdom.  We know the Way.  Do we have the courage to follow?  We are close to 
reaching a mountain top, and realizing the dream of Martin Luther King Jr., where we can 
all proclaim, “Free at Last, Thank God We’re Free at Last.” 
 

I pray that the world of our children and grandchildren will be freed from the tragic curse 
of racism that has troubled our nation for centuries.  We have made great strides in con-
fronting this curse, but there is a subtext in our culture that today seeks to undermine this 
progress.  If we rise together, this subtext can be outweighed by words of justice.   
 
 

Kathy Murguia 
Social Justice Team Member 
 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS   
 

    7  -  Rachel Glascock  

  12  -  Cynthia Morgan 

  17  -  Kathi Hinkle 

  19  -  Catherine Smirnoff 

  20  -  Alysia Bailey 

  23  -  Isaac Orrantia 

  26  -  Phyllis Comstock 



 

 

                           

TREASURER’S REPORT 

March – May 2020 
 
      March     April      May 

  

INCOME        -     $  8,418.00 $ 5,640.00  $ 5,748.83 

EXPENSE      -    $  8,736.84         $ 2,657.56  $ 3,904.79  

NET (loss)    -    ($     318.84) $ 2,982.44  $ 1,844.04           
          
OFFERINGS  -    $  5,329.00  $ 3,915.00  $ 4,606.00 

  

January – May  YTD 
 

INCOME       -       $ 34,456.39 

EXPENSE     -      $ 38,434.62 
 

Net (loss)       -    ($ 3,978.23) 
 
Note: Net loss excludes capital expenses, $4,273, for the new Friend-
ship Hall doors. 

 

SAVINGS ACCOUNT:        $   8,979.68 

CAPITAL FUND:                $ 22,168.59 

CHECKING ACCOUNT:     $   9,060.02  

 

Considering half of March, and all of April and May, had no attend-
ance due to the quarantine, the offerings for these months were 
good and represent the commitment of our pledging members.  
Please continue your strong support!  
  
If it wasn’t for Reverend Nancy sacrificing her salary, and having to 
suspend the staffs’ salaries, our YTD Net loss would have been 
($16,748.23). Heartfelt thanks to Reverend Nancy and staff for 
their sacrifices.  
  
Porter Underwood – Treasurer 



 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL MESSAGE 
Submitted by Team Member, Jan Roberts 

 

One of my favorite quotes, attributed to Samuel Clemens, aka 
Mark Twain, is "History doesn't repeat itself, but it often 
rhymes."  We all know that the scarcity of certain products 
made "popular" by the pandemic lockdown has been an on-

going source of humor for months now.  After all, what's funnier 
than toilet paper?!  However, seeing endless food lines around the country, 
hearing recent reports of certain food shortages and grocery price increases, 
and a faltering distribution system, got my attention.  Being a retired high 
school U.S. History teacher, that troubling news of nationwide food insecurity 
sounded familiar, reminding me of another period when times were challeng-
ing--World War II. 
 

Although the circumstances are vastly different, there are rhymes, or paral-
lels, to our current moment: By 1942 (when I was newly-hatched,) America's 
all-in involvement in the war meant sacrifice and scarcity for citizens at 
home.  The war overseas meant extreme loss of labor and severe shortages 
in transportation and domestic supply lines, resulting in, like for some of us 
now, food insecurity at home.  Then ordinary folks jumped in.  By 1944, 20 
million home gardeners had planted "victory or freedom gardens," and pro-
duced an astounding 8 million tons of produce--roughly 40% of the nation's 
fresh fruit and vegetable food supply! 
 

Now, when I fuss over my own small, newly-planted victory garden, urging it 
to grow, I hear the rhymes of that earlier generation, my generation--wanting 
to make a small difference, working hard, and hoping that together good 
things will come forth.  Blessings on my tomatoes and onions and squash, 
on all living things. 

WOMEN WHO WINE (WWW) or not!!  — by Laurie Betts 
 

At the suggestion of Sherrie Lendroth, 13 of us ladies got together for 
a Zoom WWW meeting in May.  Pastor Nancy arranged it; and when I 
saw that she had the time for our meeting at 3:00 to 4:30, I thought 
that that was way too much time.  But at 4:30, I had to remind us all 
that we had to end our very pleasant time together!  This shows the 
nature of our group: we are all very engaged with each other.  That is 
why I encourage all women of TCC to join us. 
 

WWW on June 14th after Service in the Park  Although it would be nice to get 
back on schedule, the 14th works best for us this month.  Please bring a sack 
lunch, and plan to stay after the service in Central Park.  We will catch up with one 
another (while social distancing.)   If you cannot attend the service, please join us 
at 11:30.  We'll be waiting for you to catch up!  All women of the church are invit-
ed! 



 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO FIRST TIME GRANDPARENTS!! 
Jane & Chris Fickes 

 
On the arrival of their grandson: 

 
JUDE ARTHUR FICKES 

 
Born on May 13th (his actual due date) 

 
8 lbs., 10 oz. / 22” long 

 

Proud parents:  Kaitlyn & Alex Fickes 
 

 

 

FOOD BOXES 
 

This past Wednesday, Nick Smirnoff, Marcus, Micah, and Amelia Glascock, Wayne 
Thompson, and Pastor Nancy unloaded 192 boxes of sliced ham and cheese at the 
Salvation Army.  Thanks Director Sandy, and thanks Marcus for driving!!!  50 boxes 
are on reserve for our church members to collect on Sunday immediately after wor-
ship.  All other boxes are being distributed first come, first served.  We hope to do 
this weekly (through June) with the Salvation Army, getting food to people in need.  
Tell a friend and/or bring them to worship. 
 
 



 

 

  
LESSONS FROM THE PAST 

- Phyllis Belcher 
 
 
Tehachapi Community Church, along with St. Malachy 

Catholic Church, is the oldest church in town.  It has a long 
history of serving this community by providing a place for worship and caring 
for others.  There have been many faithful members throughout the years 
that have been so important to the life of this church. 
 
One of these members is Mabel Stevens who was born in 1883, and died in 
the early 1970’s.  In her will, she left her house on D Street to this church. 
The sale of that house sustained our church budget for several years.  When 
the new Christian Ed building was completed, the room next to the Pastor’s 
Office was dedicated as the Mabel Stevens Lounge.  It seems we may have 
lost that name through the years, and just call both rooms “the office.” Still, 
her actions were inspirational and memorable to this church and its congre-
gation. 
 
Mabel Stevens liked writing poetry, and wrote many poems for church occa-
sions.  One she wrote years ago seems most appropriate in these troubled 
days.  It is entitled “If We Could Know.” 
 

If we could know that heartbreak lies 
Beneath a pair of laughing eyes, 

That agony of grief and pain 
Are hidden by a light refrain. 
If idle chatter we could guess 

Concealed a depth of loneliness, 
Perhaps more tolerant we would be, 

If good motives, we tried to see. 
Kindness we’d find on every hand. 
Teach us, Dear God, to understand. 

 
Rev. Lewis Wakeland was the pastor during the later years of Mabel Ste-
vens.  He was instrumental in publishing a booklet of her poems.  The Junior 
High Youth Group worked with him to print and distribute these poems.  The 
names of a few of these youth which you may recognize are Cindy Wake-
land, Peggy Belcher, Phillip Hammond, and Edith Hammond.  There were 15 
junior high members of the group. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 

Hello everyone - I want to thank everyone who volunteered, taking time out of their 

day, and performed work around the church. The garden needed to be watered, 

weed control, trash put out and brought back in. We had church members who 

would check by simply driving by, looking for problems. Thanks everyone, great 

job. 

The Trustees will be having monthly meetings once we are ok to use the church.  

We meet the first Sunday of every month, at 12 noon, in the sanctuary.  Our primary 

responsibility is the building and church grounds.  

Stewardship:  This committee and the Trustees are looking forward to work with the 

Stewardship Committee, plus we invite a member from Stewardship to sit in on our 

monthly meetings. 

 

God Bless 
Jim Carmichael, Chair 
Trustees  

AROUND THE GROUNDS…        
 

Although we haven’t been gathering for regular church services, a 
small cadre of dedicated members have seen to it that the buildings 
and grounds continue to be maintained.  They are:  Nick Smirnoff 
(Sexton,) Chris Rush, and Chris Fickes.  Below are just a few of the 
items that have been taken care of: 

 

the detached and hanging rain gutter on the Sanctuary, weed whacking, plumbing 
leaks, broken toilet, floor tiles, winter heaters, iceboxes, and broken pew benches. 
 

In addition, Nick cleaned up the rooms after Field closed out their offices, has been visiting 
three times a week to check the security of the property, and convinced the Edison tree 
crew to remove some additional branches hanging over the Education Building.  He also 
said he weeded and watered regularly...then weeded again...and after that, weeded some 
more.  Then came back two days later and weeded and, just for practice, spent another 
few hours weeding more. (How do you really feel, Nick?) 
 

Items of concern that the Trustees are working on...wind has blown off several "ridge shin-
gles" on Friendship Hall, allowing rain to come in.  Roof condition of the Christian Ed. 
building is an ongoing concern.  Exterior stucco condition on the garden side of Friendship 
Hall needs repair.  Children's swing set needs repair and general maintenance check. 
 

From Nick:  She is a grand old church, much loved, but needs tender 
and ongoing care! 
 



 

 

 
Global Missions: Uganda Update From 

 Executive Director, Peter Keller, May 24th  
 
AID AFRICA—Even with Uganda's strict country-wide pandemic lock-
down, good things are still happening with Aid Africa.  With slight edit-
ing, here's one special story Peter wanted to share with TCC: "We (Aid 
Africa) have a young woman, Chiara, from Milan, working as an intern. She's been here 
in Gulu since March, and was due to leave about a month ago. She's stuck. Even if the 
busses were running, the airport is closed. She is our guest until the country re-opens. 
Maybe she'll become a permanent Uganda resident!  She's a law student researching 
how law affects poor people; in her spare time she’s working on a master's degree in in-
ternational marketing.  Recently the government has created a reading curriculum to dis-
tribute to rural communities.  The catch is that each one costs $1.30USD, which, of 
course, the people can't afford.  So Chiara paid for 500 copies to distribute in a communi-
ty where we're finishing up a sheltered well.  The people were delighted!  So now, Aid Af-
rica will take on Chiara's idea as a temporary project, copying and distributing the reading 
lessons wherever we go.  Sometimes all it takes is a simple idea to change people's 
lives."  Another new effort involves the local Gulu staff, along with Nancy and Steve Ba-
con, submitting an application for a large Rotary International grant.  If received, the grant 
would pay for health fairs that focus on HIV and malaria testing, treatment, education, and 
counseling.  In addition, Aid Africa has also been working toward the issuance of carbon 
credits through the UN, another very challenging, but potentially lucrative, project.  Some 
of the money received will go to supply Palabeck Relocation Camp with stoves and trees; 
the rest to hire an administrator to write grants and work on fundraising.  As was anticipat-
ed, donations are down, so building support is crucial.  For more information or if you can 
donate, please visit: aidafrica.org. 
 
PEARLS of AFRICA CHILDREN'S FUND—Compared to Aid Africa, donations to the 
children’ s home, although well below what is needed, have been relatively good.  Many 
members of TCC are to be thanked for their continuing generous support.  Even so, life is 
difficult for Rosette and her 30 kids.  All of them are home all day, every day.  As can only 
be imagined, it's wearing on them all.  At the beginning of lockdown, Peter sent extra 
money for expensive and hard-to-find food, along with extra for purchasing instructional 
materials.  Despite all the stores being closed, this amazing woman came through with 
those supplies.  As Peter says, "Rosette has her ways!"  Now "the elders are helping the 
youngers" with their lessons.  If you still need to be reminded of our blessings, here's an-
other story: Because the lockdown is so oppressive and food prices sky high, people are 
going hungry.  Nobody has ever been able to save a shilling, and now they're out of work. 
One day when our kids were out playing in the compound, a woman with her children was 
passing by. She was carrying the younger one, but passed out right in front of the kids, 
who rushed to help her.  She was walking back to her village where she would have 
some support, but couldn't make it.  Rosette called in the local help agency, who got the 
family safely home.  How many other families are in the same straits?  Please visit 
pearlschildrensfund.org to meet some of our special kids, and to donate if you can.  
 
 

THANK YOU FROM UGANDA!  (See photos on following page) 

 



 

 

 

“PEARLS of AFRICA” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

  
Why the Recent Tragic Events in Minneapolis/St. Paul Impact 

Me, and Why Our Local Church and Thousands of Other 
Churches Can Be A Force for Good  

 

I was dismayed and concerned when I learned of the tragic death of George Floyd 
that has since caused massive protests across the country and the world. 
 
The killing occurred less than one mile from the residence of my late paternal grandmoth-
er, Hazel Pine.  The Third Precinct, that was burned shortly thereafter, is but five blocks 
from the house she lived in, and where my parents also lived while caring for her very late 
in her life.  My late Uncle Bud raised three of my cousins in the same area.  My late Aunt 
Beverly raised four of my cousins in that neighborhood.  None of my family resides there 
now, but I lived in a suburb of Minneapolis about 11 years ago, before moving to Tehacha-
pi, and often visited that area while living there.  My parents attended the Methodist 
Church there for several years.  One of the consultants I work with grew up in the same ar-
ea, and his parents still live there and have attended a Lutheran church there for more than 
fifty years.  Another consultant’s adult daughter lives about a mile west of the Third Pre-
cinct.  A former coworker lives within a mile of the Third Precinct, too. 
 
But there were significant protests and violence in St. Paul where my nephew and his wife 
live.  A number of businesses were burned just four blocks from their home.  My parents 
both graduated from Hamline University in St. Paul, which is just a few blocks from the 
damaged and destroyed businesses. 
 
I have been concerned about the safety of family and friends, and remain concerned.  My 
nephew and my friends have voluntarily joined others in cleaning up burned and damaged 
sites in the Twin Cities.  They have joined thousands of local residents in this, which is the 
one thing that reminds me that there are still many in our country who want to peacefully 
address grievances.  I am cheered that my family and friends there have joined together 
with others, despite vast differences in their political perspectives and in their religious or 
nonreligious perspectives.  Several say they were encouraged to volunteer through their 
churches. 
 
So while I am still highly concerned about the situation, I am encouraged that so many of 
us are quietly trying to address this situation in productive ways.  And one of the reasons I 
have valued the impact of churches like ours is the ability of congregations like ours to 
help meet needs in their communities.  Now we have a chance to assist in distributing food 
to our neighbors because of the connections of our pastor to a religious oriented institution 
in Bakersfield. 
 
While we are thousands of miles from the Twin Cities, I feel as though through our church 
connections, we are closer than ever in times of need. 
 

Patrick Pine 
TCC Moderator 



 

 

 

THE BEST MEDICINE 
 

-- courtesy of James Corden and “The Late Late Show” on CBS, 
May 20, 2020  

(See a segment with guest Billy Crystal on YouTube) 
 

 
A teacher at Ever Active School, Calgary, Canada had asked his leadership students 
to design a community project.  After the pandemic closed Canada's schools, the teens 
decided to start a "joke hotline" for shut-away seniors in need of connection.  The free 
phone line, 1-877-JOY4ALL, offers pre-recorded jokes, stories, poems, and motivation-
al messages for seniors.  Launched on April10th, the hotline receives hundreds of calls 
a day.  Here are just a sample of the highbrow material offered: 
 

What do you call a hen that can count her own eggs?  A math-machicken! 
 

Why are koalas not actually bears?  Because they lack the koala-fications! 
 

Did you hear about the claustrophobic astronaut?  All he wanted was a little more 
space!  
                                                                               Drum roll, please! 
 

If you think you can do better than kids in Canada, submit your snappy jokes, brief sto-
ries, or short poems to be included in the July Whistle.  Let's keep it light--nothing polit-
ical or pandemic, please. 
 

Jolene Dinsmore’s most recent handicraft… 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annual Gathering Registration is Open!  All are Invited! 
 
 
 

 
Greetings from the Moderator! 

 

I know that many of us are missing meeting 
together at Chapman University for Annual 
Gathering.  I miss it also!  I am grateful to 
such a supportive Board and Annual Gather-
ing Committee as we shift to a 3-hour Virtual 
Meeting through Zoom Webinar.  

Event Resources: 
 
Materials needed for the event will be housed on the Annual Gathering 2020 web page that is ac-
cessed through the Conference web-site. www.SCNCUCC.org.  They will also be emailed to Dele-
gates and other Attendees after Registration. 
 

A few notes about Registration: 
1)     The Zoom invite to register will be emailed to all churches and authorized ministers of the 
Conference. 
2)     The Zoom invite to register will be available through a link on the Annual Gathering web page. 
3)     The Zoom invite to register will be sent out through social media and Conference E-News. 
4)     Please share the Zoom invite to register with those who do not have direct access to any of 
these venues. If someone would like to participate and does not have internet/computer access, 
we are asking churches to reach out to help accommodate them. If someone must attend by 
phone, we are asking churches to help with registration and log-in for those people. 
5)     After registering, each person will receive a UNIQUE link for the meeting itself. Please do 
NOT forward this link. It is for you (and anyone sitting at the computer with you). 
6)     Pastors and churches, please publicize this in your “announcements” and at your virtual fel-
lowship time and worship services. 
7)     If you are a presenter, please DO NOT register in this way - a unique registration inviting you 
to be a presenter will be emailed to you directly.   
 

Annual Gathering Offering 
It is customary to take up a collection during worship at Annual Gathering each year.  The pro-
ceeds go to “Camperships” for our Summer Camp program at Pilgrim Pines.  The Outdoor Minis-
tries Team (OMT), Youth Roundtable (YRT), and Young Adult Kouncil (YAK) have worked hard to 
develop and offer an amazing hybrid/virtual camp program this summer.  We will hear more about 
this project in the OMT report.  For now, we invite to you to support our camp and our campers 
with your generosity.  
 

For more information, visit: www.scncucc.org/annual-gathering 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001CYOweIpzXhuWpT1K9mMXB8jNiqSSkt1xs4YgTQ8ZAn13ZcTBjA2rTU3m7aVz-38bb1Y3o0Cw2WVGurC-ruBOx-kasSFJwzXMeNkLAkKkvC2J7FNlq5atx7bdK4F5fiBw_ehkuw3C3VFB5uNmHcn_UQ==&c=VqTMVX0RQnXfJpBbhDg6siUJy5drmBPaksyS6sV7zJFdtX1_s5yOjg==&ch=CEkmQQmsVqvGX
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