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Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings!  Our church is looking lovely due to all the hard work people have  
been putting in to spruce the place up. Thanks one and all!  Let the weddings  
and other festive gatherings find their way to our facilities! 
 
This month, I hope each of you will note several interesting upcoming events in 
this edition of The Whistle. I hope that something calls to you and that you find 
blessings in participating. Personally, I want to write about a couple of things  
behind the scenes that I’ve been involved in.  
 
Through the years, our church has been supportive of Aid Africa and Pearls of  
Africa Children’s Home. I talk to the Executive Director, Peter Keller, weekly. 
Currently, there is great concern about locusts in Eastern Africa. If you google 
this, you will see clouds of locusts covering the sky at times, descending on crops 
and devouring them. Ethiopia and Kenya are being hardest hit. So far only a few 
locusts have made it to neighboring Uganda, thank goodness. Peter is working 
with women farmers to do all that is possible to increase their harvests, knowing 
there will be food shortages in neighboring countries and that the locusts may  
arrive in Uganda in the future. It reminds me of ancient wise Joseph storing up 
grain in Egypt for the years of famine he saw coming in a dream. 
 
Peter tells me about an American woman who is nearly 90 years old who helps to 
fund small hand-held “tractors”—sort of like tillers, that help the women of Uganda 
plant their fields. Peter would love for many more of the women farmers to have 
these devises. I love listening to Peter’s practical dreams and visions and I hope 
that Aid Africa can secure a grant or some funding to help women increase their 
yields. Sometimes when I am feeling bogged down by issues near at hand, I  
especially like to listen to his never-ceasing efforts at helping to make life better  
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for others. My constant prayer is to have even just a few more ounces of his  
incredible perseverance. 
 
Sometimes we do things and it doesn’t seem to make much difference. Last  
week, I went with a few other clergy to a City Council meeting in McFarland. We 
weren’t allowed in, as there were too many of us, so we just stood outside, listening 
to presenters discuss a proposal for a new GEO private detention center in McFar-
land. I had some mixed feelings, as it was clear that those in favor were focused on 
the potential for jobs in their community, and I know that with our current laws, 
some other detention center in some other state could make matters even worse 
for potential detainees. However, I have been to GEO’s facility in Bakersfield with 
my colleagues, and Sister Marie Schroepfer spoke from a faith perspective about 
the cruelty and loss of dignity involved in locking people up, who may not have 
committed any offenses other than hoping to seek asylum. Detainees are separ-
ated from their families, gouged financially to pay for phone calls and emails, and 
given jobs that pay $1.00 per day in order to pay for services. I couldn’t help but 
think how slavery has always been an economic enterprise —funding the facility 
and making money at the expense of others. There is no good reason to lock  
people up and separate them from their families for months and sometimes years. 
If need be, ankle bracelets could suffice, but making money off of locking up people 
is inhumane. 
 
The council meeting was packed with GEO executives and supporters. I didn’t  
think the other side would even be considered, even though in the streets of  
McFarland there were about four times as many people voicing opposition as in  
favor. I went home thinking at least I had come in my clergy robe and offered a  
visual to consider instead of simply the economic impact. What’s the price of a  
person worth these days? 
 
The next morning I heard the news that the council vote had been split in a tie, so 
the proposal had failed. Hmm …I couldn’t believe it. Perhaps just standing with  
others can sometimes help to turn the tide. I pray for changes to laws that take  
advantage of people for a profit. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Nancy 
 

 
 Strong people stand up for  
 themselves, but Stronger  
 people stand up for others. 
                                           Unknown 



 

 

                         

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Luncheon & Training -  
 Sunday, March 8th, after Worship  
  in the Education Building.  
 
  Extra teachers & helpers are  
  greatly appreciated! 
 
                         ♦♦♦ 
 
  Kirkin’ ‘O the Tartan - Sunday,   
  March 29th, during the 10:30 a.m.  
  Worship service. 
 
  Come in plaid and bring a family  
  tartan or token to be blessed. 
 

♦♦♦ 
 

  Tijuana Immigration Process  
                           &  
   Albergue las Memorias  
   Pilgrimage - April 2-4, 2020 
 

[see flier for details] 

 
 

WWW Women Who Wine  
(or Not) 

 
 

Sunday, March 15th 

 
  2:00 p.m. 

 
This is the 3rd Sunday gather-
ing of the TCC’s women’s 
group, which is open to all 
women, even those who don’t 
attend TCC. It will be held at 
the home of Carol Coleman, 
20476 Old Town Road. 
 
As Carol has recently hosted 
us, how about if we bring  
nibbles and wine to relieve 
her of having to go to that 
preparation?  
 
This is a great way to get bet-
ter acquainted with other 
TCC women.  
 

Please join us! 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your help is needed for 
one or both of our favorite 

mission projects. 
 
 
Aid Africa’s Annual Birthing  
Kit Event  - March 28 - This  
program saves lives in Uganda. 
Your small $10 donation gives an  
at-risk mother and her newborn  
a safe and healthy start in life. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
♦ ♦ ♦ 

 
Albergue Las Memorias AIDS/
TB Shelter in Mexico – Donate 
items to residents. New or like-new 
and non-perishable donations will be  
delivered on our April 2-4 visit.   
 
 
 

 
 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

Upcoming Pilgrimage to Tijuana 
to learn about immigration issues 
and to visit  
 

Albergue las Memorias, 
 Thursday-Saturday 

April 2-4 
 

We will be spending two nights in 
Tijuana. More information will be 
coming closer to the date.  
 
Like we did so generously last year, 
TCCers are again asked to donate 
new things—socks, personal care 
& hygiene items, cleaning supplies, 
etc.—for the men, women and  
Children who reside at Las Memori-
as. Almost anything is so appreciat-
ed by them! Pastor Nancy will be 
sure donations are delivered on the 
upcoming visit. Please bring your 
items to Friendship Hall anytime in 
February and March. A collection 
basket, labeled Global Missions, 
will be provided, or see Jan  
Roberts or Linda Flores. 
 



 

 

                         

Treasurer’s Report 
 

January—2020 
 

   Income $ 7,028.00 

   Expenses 12,438.32 

   Deficit     <$ 5,410.32> 

   Offerings  $ 4,813.00 
 
The deficit is largely due to the 

shortfall in income and  
increased maintenance  

expenses. Please help with 
your offerings and keeping pace 

with pledge amounts. 
Thank you! 

Porter Underwood 
Treasurer 

 

 
Caring and Sharing ... 

Greetings from Irene Howitz 
who is recovering at  Evergreen 

Arvin Healthcare, 323 Campus 
Drive, Arvin 93202. She can be 
reached by phone at 661-854-
4475. I’m sure she would love to 
hear from you.  
 
 

 
 
 

Ron Bemis has moved due to 

his health and would love to hear 
from his TCC friends, in care of his 
step daughter:  Ron Bemis, c/o 
Michele Eastland, 2518 E. Mari-
posa Drive, Eagle, ID 83616. His 
phone is currently 208-854-8584. 

LGBTQI  
TALKING CIRCLE  
All ages welcome! 

 
Tuesday, March 31st 

6:00 p.m. 
TCC Community Church  

●●● 
Hosted by  

Terry & Jacquie Lawrence 
(Members of TCC and advocates} 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY 
CHURCH — UCC 
100 East E Street 
Tehachapi, CA   93561 

 
    

    3  -  Kathy Murguia    
    8  -  Rev. Lewis Wakeland            
   11 -  Edna McCallion 
           Jenna Jones 
   14 -  Sally Errecart 
   23 -  Julie Bulloch 


