TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH - UCC
100 East “E” Street (661) 822-4443 office@tehachapi-ucc.org
Rev. Nancy Bacon, Pastor

Dear Friends,

April - 2020

Greetings! It is very strange to write this letter, not
knowing what the future will bring or when I will write
again. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, our state is
observing a mandatory stay-at-home order. We will
not worship in the sanctuary for a while. It reminds me a bit of the Jewish
diaspora when the temple was no longer an option. Funny thing, the faithful
found ways to continue to worship even with their temple destroyed. Ours is
fully intact, we just won’t be using it for a while.
In the meanwhile, our plan is to have weekly conference calls at 10:30 on
Sunday mornings in lieu of gathering for worship. Think of it…you could
worship in your pajamas with a cup of coffee in your hand and nobody
would even know. During our phone calls we will do a mini-worship service
of prayer and checking in with one another. We want to stay connected and
know how everyone is doing.
Some Sundays, if it seems safe enough, we may try to worship from our
cars in the parking lot or perhaps in a field of poppies (each of us spread far
apart) or perhaps a prayer walk in town. We shall see what the future allows, one week at a time.
Because we will not be meeting as usual, we anticipate a decrease in our
offering and our buildings will not be rented by others. Some of our leaders
have met and worked out a plan. In this issue of the Whistle, you will find a
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letter from our Moderator, Patrick Pine about adjustments for this challenging time.
In essence, none of our staff, including myself, will be officially working and collecting a salary for the two months of April or May. I greatly appreciate the sacrifice
all are making. I will be reducing my work load by stepping back from creating
sermons and planning worship services. We will keep things as simple as
possible with the volunteer efforts we have. This will be our last issue of THE
WHISTLE for a while. However, I WILL be available for pastoral care, especially
as people deal with this medical crisis. Please let me know if you or someone you
love is struggling.
All are encouraged to stay connected via our Facebook posts, all-church e-mails,
phone calls, and video conference meetings.
We hope that by the end of May we may be able to return to a new normal,
perhaps with some new ways to creatively worship together. I know that we will
continue to be church, helping one another, our community, and our world, as we
rise to meet the situation we have been given. Take care of yourselves! Try to
work normal hours, get some rest, go for a walk, love and enjoy one another,
laugh as often as you can.
Blessings,
Pastor Nancy

Tentative Plans …
If all goes well, please bring individual portions of bread or crackers and
juice boxes to church on Sunday, April 5, at 10:30 a.m., but remain in
your cars. We will drive through the parking lot to pick up palms to wave
and form a driving Palm Parade through Tehachapi, waving palms from
our cars. After the drive, we will drive back to the church parking lot. We
will then take communion together from our cars in the parking lot.
We plan to have Palm and Passion scripture readings posted on our
Facebook page and website for your viewing from home.

Dear Friends of Tehachapi Community Church – UCC
I was writing this letter just as it was announced that Governor Newsom has
issued a “stay at home” order for the entire state of California. We have all
quickly had our lives turned upside down. I am still adapting my behavior
and trying to follow guidelines which are increasingly restrictive. Our church
is being forced to make difficult changes. I look forward to services on
Sunday and the interactions with you before and after services or at
occasions sponsored by the church. We will not be able to use our nice
facilities for some time now and instead are offering some ongoing communications by telephone conference call.
The effect of these sudden changes have required the Trustees to make
difficult decisions regarding how we will function for a period of time with
diminished income and ongoing expenses. The Trustees, with input from
Pastor Nancy and some of the staff, have decided the following —for at
least the months of April and May:
♦Pastor Nancy will work on an unpaid basis for April and May and will
continue to provide pastoral care and work on ways we can continue
our fellowship.
♦Other part-time staff will be paid through the end of March but not be
paid in April or May. However, some staff will voluntarily do work
without cost. Any work they do is voluntary but we will ask all staff to
keep track that of the hours that each works during this time.
♦Our buildings will basically be closed until the end of May. We will
ask staff to provide some security to protect our facilities during this
time.
♦We will be revisiting the situation every two weeks by conference call
to assess what we might need to do or want to do. But we will still be
offering opportunities to share our faith – in creative ways – that
allow us to maintain connections. The next opportunity to do so will
be this Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Rev. Nancy Bacon has arranged a
“worship service light” service.
So as the first step in our continuing fellowship, please call the following
number on Sunday just before 10:30 am and join in our virtual
worship. On or before 10:30 am Sunday , call 1-866-398-9973;
when prompted enter PIN 754746#. When on the call and not speaking,
please mute your phone and ,if you wish to speak, unmute it. When you
are through speaking, please mute your phone again
Our shared faith will be of value to us.
In fellowship,
Patrick Pine, Moderator

Once again, our TCC family stepped forward to help
the church and its’ missions. Sincere thanks to the
following people:
Spearheaded by Joanne Beckett and Jim
Carmichael, a tireless group gave their time, sweat,
and dollars to accomplish a major clean-up and
rethinking of our public spaces, with an eye to future
fundraising.
Helped by the FIELD crew, Chris Rush led a major landscaping effort;
others helping were Peter Betts, Rick Flores, Chris Fickes and Nick
Smirnoff.
Chris Fickes also spent many hours in Friendship Hall painting the back
wall and installing cheerful bubble lights, plus many other jobs. Nick
Smirnoff was everywhere, inside and out, taking on jobs large and small
in his always-professional way.
Friendship Hall re-do was crewed by Jan Roberts, Linda Flores, Laurie
Betts, Jane Fickes, Robyn Thompson, Julie Bulloch, Mary Horton, Jennifer Buchanan (our stunning "bride"), and Jim Carmichael (in full regalia,
as "grandfather of the bride".) We're ready for those special celebrations to
come!
To raise money for Aid Africa's birthing kit event (postponed for now),
Carol Coleman offered her own beautiful items to the congregation for their
donations. The $70 raised to date has been sent to Executive Director, Peter
Keller, to be used to save lives of mothers and newborns in Uganda.
Thank you Carol, for your kindness.
Finally, for those who donated needed items for our friends at Las Memorias in Mexico, those generous gifts are being stored until we can visit there
once again.
Blessings and peace to all!
Jan Roberts, Global Missions Team

Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
January—2020
Income

$ 7,621.56

Expenses 10,723.13
Deficit

<$ 3,101.57>

Offerings $ 5,541.56
The deficit is less than January,
with an increase in offerings, and
a decrease in expenses. We had
two quarterly payments accounting for half the expense deficit.
Please continue with your pledge
commitments and offerings by
mailing your checks to: Tehachapi Community Church, 100 East
“E” Street Tehachapi, CA 93561,

to keep this train running when it
returns to the station.
Regards,
Porter Underwood
Treasurer

Caring and Sharing ...
Greetings from Irene Howitz who
is recovering at Evergreen Arvin
Healthcare, 323 Campus Drive,
Arvin 93202. She can be reached
by phone at 661-854-4475.
I’m sure she would love to hear
from you.

Hello, Dear Friends:
Nancy has asked me to let you know what information we have become
aware of that may be helpful to you in this crazy but important time in our
community. We know that most of us may have a difficult time with grocery
shopping, especially as this week has seen empty store shelves, which is
scary for us being able to live day to day. Also, while we seem to mostly be
healthy for now--and we trust that that will continue--it is good to be aware of
other help services may be available in Tehachapi. So here is some information which may be helpful.
On-line shopping: I will start with this idea, because it may become more
practical as time goes on and our grocery "system" in Tehachapi settles into
normalcy. The following is information which members have passed on:
All three of our groceries have offered on-line ordering and delivery. Right
now, however, due to the unexpected explosion in demand, stores are
closed to this service for varying periods of time. See Jenny Jones instruction below. There is a delivery charge, but no charge if you drive to the
store and have them load your items for you.
Ordering groceries from your computer:
https://www.albertsons.com/?icmpid=alb_yxt_r6_delc_ih
https://grocery.walmart.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/instacart (Save Mart's version)
This is what Jenny Jones tells us:
For remote grocery ordering from your phone, each store has an app
specific to their store to place your order( find this by searching for your App
Store on your phone; all apps are free). You can search for and download
the app to your smart phone. Please be advised that both Albertsons and
Walmart have multiple apps so you need to get the GROCERY Pick up/
delivery app. Once you have the app, you will need to select the Tehachapi
locations as your preferred store.
Whether on your phone or your computer, unfortunately none of these sites
advertise when this service is not available...but if you attempt to schedule a
pickup or delivery, the app/site will state that it is not currently available.
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If that is the case, the items you have selected can stay saved in your cart
and you can try to place an order again at a later time. It has been really hit
or miss during this crazy time.
Another couple of “notes” for those new to these services. Most orders
need to be placed at least 24 hours ahead of time. Also, ordering does
not guarantee that the item will be in stock. If that is the case, your receipt
will reflect that and you will not be charged for the item. You pay ahead of
time when you place your order, but the charge doesn’t go through until you
pick up. Walmart offers substitutions, which means that they will find another
size or brand of what you ordered if the original is out of stock. You can
decline these items if you do not wish to have them.
Linda Flores: I spoke to someone at Walmart yesterday, who told me that
they have suspended ‘pick up’ ordering from the store this week., as they are
out of so many items. I’m sure it will change at some point; just don’t know
when?
Grocery shopping around town:
Jenny has some advice: Another option for those who are able to get
around town, Senior Shopping Hours! These are ever evolving so keep an
eye out for updates. Here is what I have so far:
Albertsons: seniors, vets, disabled Monday through Friday from 7am-9am.
Dollar General: first hour after opening.
Lastly, in an effort to keep up with demand, many of our stores have
changed their hours to be shorter (so they have longer to fully stock the
store each night). Please be patient with each store as I am sure their staff is
stressed and doing their best to supply our community with needed items.
Linda Flores has been calling around in the last few days and has visited a
number of grocery stores here and in the Antelope Valley, and says:
“Most of the stores I talked to said that they are still getting shipments each
day, but they vary; they never know what they’re going to get (or how much.)
It sounds like your chances are better if you do get there when the store
opens. However, there’s no guarantee that they’ll have the items you want.
When I asked Dollar General if they were allowing seniors to shop an hour
earlier each day, I was told that they were; however, they couldn’t keep other
people from coming in at that time, if they wanted to.”
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Meals for the elderly:
Nancy received an email from a Salvation Army volunteer in Tehachapi
(lucia.guzman-mendoza@usw.salvationarmy.org) as follows:
Hello I am emailing you to inform you that our office is still operating as normal. We are taking multiple safety precautions during this time due to covid19. But we are still working diligently to meet the needs of those in need.
For the elderly, we are currently creating a team that will deliver food to them
when they are in need of it. If you have any in your church family, or have
had people come to your office you can have them call our office listed below. Also If you already have contact information for the elderly that are in
need we can work together to meet their needs in the best of our ability. You
can send me their name and number and we can work on our end to get
food to them.
If you or someone you know are not doing well and would like to order a
meal, call the Salvation Army office at 823-9508.
Other services in Tehachapi:
I have an inquiry in regarding the services of a volunteer group called
Tehachapi Humanitarian Relief in Old Town. Linda Carmichael saw their
post on Facebook and brought it to our attention. They are organizing to
provide needed items and service to those in need in Tehachapi. I will let you
know what I learn.
In the meantime, if you know of a TCC member or any friend who might
benefit from the above information, please pass if along. These are challenging times and we need to keep in touch with one another, especially to pass
along information which is helpful to us living in the greater Tehachapi area.
Please get in touch with me if there is some information you would like to
pass along. Best wishes to you all! Please know that we are available if you
need any help of any kind!
Laurie Betts, 821-1904; rude.betts@gmail.com
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PLEASE NOTE!
The church’s Facebook account is:
https://www.facebook.com/tehachapiucc.com
You DO NOT have to have a Facebook account to
access the church’s page.
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