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Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings!   
 
This coming month, our country celebrates its iconic former presidents,  
honoring them with a national holiday. Wouldn’t it be interesting if we could 
have President Washington and President Lincoln among us at this moment 
in time, while our nation is so divided? 
 
Our 16th president, Abraham Lincoln, experienced our new nation after the 
honeymoon was over and deep divisions brought us to civil war. I would 
love to hear his comments on our current state of affairs. President Lincoln 
was a self-taught man who knew his Bible. One of his most memorable 
phrases, “A house divided against itself cannot stand,” came to him from the 
Gospels of Mark (3:25), Matthew (12:25) and Luke (11:17b). 
 
The following is part of the speech Abraham Lincoln gave on June 16, 1858 
to delegates at the Republican State Convention in Springfield, Illinois: 
 
“A house divided against itself, cannot stand. I believe this government can-
not endure, permanently, half slave and half free. I do not expect 
the Union to be dissolved — I do not expect the house to fall — but I do ex-
pect it will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing or all the other. 
Either the opponents of slavery will arrest the further spread of it, and place 
it where the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of  
ultimate extinction; or its advocates will push it forward, till it shall become 
lawful in all the States, old as well as new—North as well as South.”  
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Interestingly, this speech was not impressive enough to secure Lincoln’s 
election to the senate. He lost to Stephen Douglas. Perhaps his words 
were too threatening, announcing eternal inconvenient truths. His words 
did not win the day, but in the end, standing by them, he stood his ground 
with faith in what they meant.  We win some and we lose some, but in Lin-
coln’s words, “Let’s have faith that right makes might; and in that faith let 
us, to the end, dare to do our duty as we understand it…I am not bound to 
win, but I am bound to be true. I am not bound to succeed, but I am bound 
to live by the light that I have. I must stand with anybody that stands right, 
and stand with him while he is right, and part with him when he goes 
wrong.”   
 
Blessings,  
 
Pastor Nancy 

 
 
 



 

 

                         
Eco-Aware Church is 
"Charged Up" About  

Batteries! 
 

In 2018 the EPA reported that 3  
billion alkaline batteries were thrown 
away in the U.S. In that same year, 
California passed waste reduction laws 
that require spent AA, AAA, C, and D 
alkaline batteries to be recycled--which 
you can do right here at TCC or at 
many big box and drug stores. Hint: 
Buy a tester—dirt cheap on Amazon or 
elsewhere—before you recycle; many 
still have charge left in them.  
 
While alkaline batteries no longer con-
tain toxic metals like lead and mercury, 
when disposed of thoughtlessly, their 
harmful components contaminate soil 
and water, affecting plants, wildlife and 
ourselves. When recycled properly 
landfill waste is reduced, fewer raw ma-
terials are used, less energy is wasted, 
and greenhouse gas emissions are cut. 
 
So here's today's change-
of-habit challenge: Switch 
to rechargeables! First, buy 
rechargeable batteries in 
the sizes you use most. 
I’ve found brand name AA 
and AAA (in packs from 4-8) at 
Walmart, Target and online from $10-
$20. (Sadly, local Home Depot had 
very few of any size.) Second, get a 
charging station to keep those batteries 
working for a long time. Amazon sells a 
multi-size charger for only $20. So, get 
charged up this year about rechargea-
bles—you'll earn more "saving the 
planet" bragging rights! 
 
Jan Roberts 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Saturday, March 7th 

 
A baby shower for Alysia Bailey,  
is being planned for Saturday after-
noon on March 7th. All women of 
the church are invited. 
 
Please mark your calendars to 
save the date; more details will  
follow as the date gets closer. 
 
 
 

 
WWW Women Who Wine  

(or Not) 
 

February 16th 

 
1:00 p.m. 

 
This is the 3rd Sunday gathering 
of the TCC’s women’s group, 
which is open to all women, 
even those who don’t attend 
TCC. It will be held at the home 
of Carol Rush, 2146 Belmont 
Drive. A light lunch will be 
served.  
 
Please join us! 



 

 

                         
 
 
 
 
Your help is needed for one or both 

of our favorite mission projects. 
 
Aid Africa’s Annual Birthing  
Kit Event  - March 28 - This  
program saves lives in Uganda. 
Your small $10 donation gives an  
at-risk mother and her newborn  
a safe and healthy start in life. 
 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
 
Albergue Las Memorias AIDS/
TB Shelter in Mexico – Donate 
items to residents. New or like-new 
and non-perishable donations will be  
delivered on our April 3-4 visit.    

 
 

SAVE THE DATES! 
 

Upcoming Pilgrimage to Tijuana 
to learn about immigration issues 
and to visit  
 

Albergue las Memorias, 
 Thursday-Saturday 

April 2-4 
 

We will be spending two nights in 
Tijuana. More information will be 
coming closer to the date.  
 
Like we did so generously last year, 
TCCers are again asked to donate 
new things—socks, personal care 
& hygiene items, cleaning supplies, 
etc.—for the men, women and  
Children who reside at Las Memori-
as. Almost anything is so appreciat-
ed by them! Pastor Nancy will be 
sure donations are delivered on the 
upcoming visit. Please bring your 
items to Friendship Hall anytime in 
February and March. A collection 
basket, labeled Global Missions, 
will be provided, or see Jan  
Roberts or Linda Flores. 
 

 

        Sunday 
  February 23rd,   
12:00-2:00 p.m.  

 
This youth event will involve 
building some Do-It-Yourself 
(DIY) bird feeders for our fine 
feathered friends! Bring spare 
Lego’s, clean milk jugs, and/or 
popsicle (craft) sticks. We will 
bring the rest. The plan is to meet 
in the basement of the church  
after service. This is geared to-
wards our youth in Grades 6-12, 
though all are welcome  
                           —Ron Pilling 



 

 

  
 

Welcome to our New Members 
 

Eli & Jenny Jones - Jenny was born and raised in Indiana, 
moved to Tehachapi seven years ago from Maryland. She and Eli 
have three children:  Aiden (11), Elin (9), and Edith (2). As a  
family, they are working on their home and garden, creating  
adventures, and they all enjoy traveling. Tehachapi has felt like 
their hometown since day one, and they are so grateful to be able 
to call it home.  

♦ ♦ ♦ 
 

Marjorie Underwood - Marjorie is a retired educator, i.e., 
Special Ed Teacher, and School Principal. She is interested in 
forming a chess club. She says she is enthusiastic about what  
she learns, experiences and feels after attending service with  
Rev. Nancy. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
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    2  -  Vaughn Fosmo 
    3  -  Mike Kirkpatrick    
    7  -  Olivia Lapham 
    9  -  Samatha Sanderlin 
   14 -  Charlie Lohnes 
   16 -  Kevin Sanderlin 
    Jim Carmichael 
   18 -  Shirley Jensen 
   19 -  Carol Rush 
   20 -  Allison Sanderlin 
   23 -  Chris Gripkey 
   25 - Darryl Daniels 
   


