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Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings!  It is good to be back from sabbatical and to feel the love so 
many of you have shown me and Steve. I know that some of you weathered 
some personal difficulties while we were away and I wish that I had more 
time to meet with each and every one of you. Please don’t hesitate to call 
me. Being with you is one of the most rewarding parts of my job.  
 
Our Happy Hookers were busy while I was gone. They have been making 
prayer shawls and blankets that I can take to people on behalf of the 
church. It means a lot to the recipients to consider all the prayers that went 
into each of the stitches. 
 
THANK YOU to all who helped make the church function while I was away. 
Especially, thank you to Julie Bulloch for organizing worship and keeping 
everyone on track. I hope that relationships and commitment to the church 
grew deeper during this time of relying on one another. The word “worship” 
comes from a Greek word that implies “the work of the people.”  The best 
worship is truly that, not something simply led by a pastor, but rather the 
people coming to worship in a manner that is real, active, and heartfelt. 
Great job. 
 
I certainly felt God speaking to me in Uganda during my time with Pearls 
Children’s Home in Jinja and also Aid Africa in Gulu. The orphans and  
villagers have pierced my heart and made me see my own life differently. 
They taught me a lot about faith, taking risks, and trusting God. I hope I  
can live up to their examples. 
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I also was deeply struck by the sudden unexpected loss of my niece’s 37 
year-old husband, Casey. He had been the life of the party at a wedding  
and gone just a couple days later. Life can be way too short. We need to  
be aware of the precious moments we each get to share with one another. 
 
God seems to want me to really get this message. The other night I was  
sitting on the couch watching Steve hang something on our wall. He 
stepped back onto an object he didn’t see behind him and suddenly, his  
feet went flying out from under him and he landed on the ground, hitting his 
head on the floor. In a sudden instant, our lives could have changed forever. 
It was so scary to watch and I was so grateful that he was conscious and 
that his bleeding head was not more serious. He will have a slight scar that 
he says will likely end his modeling career, but I feel like the luckiest girl in 
the world that he is OK. Kiss those you love or send them a note to let them 
know. None of the other difficulties in life are worth ruining this little precious  
moment of time that we have to spend with those we love. 
 
Love to you all, 
 
Pastor Nancy 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

How Much Should I Give to the Church? 
 
As most of you know, the church has had a deficit budget for the past several 
years. At the same time, the church has held steady with welcoming new  
members, and there are fun and meaningful plans on the horizon for this coming 
year. If you are interested in ministry, whether it is to our children, care for the 
earth, global missions, or local care and service in our community, there is a place 
for you!  Plug in your passions. Let your joy leap as you allow God’s spark to grow 
in you and out into the world! 
 
The use of your time is one way to respond to God’s call in your life. Tithing or fi-
nancial giving to the church is another way to respond. Out of our awareness of 
all that God has blessed us with, we freely and joyfully give back a portion, along 
with our prayers for the best use of our offerings. Still, we may wonder, “How 
much should I give?” 
 
A biblical response would be 10% of our “first fruits” or ten percent of our gross 
income. Many people find this amount difficult to manage, but an aspiration to 
work towards. My husband and I have enjoyed challenging ourselves to increase 
our giving from time to time. It seems the more we give, the more we get back. 
God provides. I know this may not be possible when we head into retirement, but I 
hope we will continue to challenge ourselves even then and see how God choos-
es to bless our tithes. 
 
Another way that people may think of how much to give is to think of the needs of 
the church. If our annual budget is about $115,000 and we have about 60 giving 
units (individuals, couples and families) an average donation of $1,917 per year 
would be necessary for us to meet our budget. Thankfully, the church has been 
creative and found other sources of income to help meet our financial needs. We 
rent out our buildings as much as we are able and we attempt various fund raising 
activities. Renters come and go, but if we are able to bring in about $20,000 per 
year from various sources, that decreases the needed average donation to about 
$1,583 per year.  
 
That amount is still too steep for some. Fortunately, we have some folks in our 
church who can and do give more than this average amount. Looking at figures 
that Irene Howitz complied from 2017, we had 22 giving units who gave more 
than this average amount. Of those “above average” 22, six gave in the $1773-
$1896 range. Eight gave in the $2025-$2845 range, and eight more gave in the 
top range of $3050-$5045 for the year. God and TCC love a joyful giver! 
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For those of you who like figures and numbers, eight more gave just below the av-
erage in the $1105-$1471 range and eleven givers gave in the range from $500-
$960, while 56 givers, including visitors, gave in the range from $5-$476 for the 
year. Jesus’ parable about the poor widow giving her two small coins shows the 
value of heartfelt giving no matter the size of the gift. 
 
Looking at the grand totals, we had 94 gift givers, who averaged $899 per year for 
a total amount of $84,527, which is about $10,500 below what we need to meet 
our annual budget. Our budget team is working hard to see what reductions can 
be made. For those of us who can give more, our church delights in having the 
resources it needs to function. Thank you for your consideration and generosity as 
you contemplate how much you can give back.  
 
Blessings,  
 
Pastor Nancy 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 NEEDLEWORK GROUP – 
  THE HAPPY HOOKERS  

 
This group meets on the 3rd  Friday of 
each month. You are invited to join 
us on October 18th. 
 
If you are interested in participating 
or have any questions regarding this 
activity, please contact Catherine 
Smirnoff via email at :  
 
cathernesmirnoff@gmail.com.  
 
 

 
MONTHLY POTLUCK 

 
Our monthly potluck will be held as 
usual on the fourth Sunday of the 
month, October 27th. 
 
As we try to be a conservation con-
scious church, it would be good to re-
member your tableware, except for 
coffee cup, which will be provided.  
 
Just a reminder … Please place your 
dish and serving piece on the buffet 
tables as soon as you return from 
church to Friendship Hall. 

 
 

WWW WOMEN WHO WINE 
  (or not) 
 
Our get together for all of 
the women in our congre-
gation will be held at the 
home of Laurie Betts, on 
Sunday, October 20th, at 
2:00 p.m.  
 
This is a great way to get better ac-
quainted with community women, 
so we hope you will join us. It is a 
friendship gathering.  
 
Laurie’s address is 26701 Frontier 
Way, in BVS. As a list of attendees 
must be sent in ahead of time,  
 
Please RSVP to Laurie, preferably 
by email, rude.betts@gmail.com, 
by Friday, October 18th. 

 
REGULAR 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday -  12:00-4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday -    Varies 
Wednesday - 9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Thursday  -   9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Friday -   12:00-4:30 p.m. 

Phone:  661-822-4443 

Email:  office@tehachapi-ucc.org 

 
 
 
 



 

 

                           
TREASURER’S REPORT 

August - 2019            
              
 INCOME $7,116.00 
 EXPENSE   7,969.47 
 DEFICIT $  -853.47 

 
       OFFERING         $4,958.00 
 
January-August: 

 
 INCOME             $64,385.92 
 EXPENSE $78,220.91   
 DEFICIT             $-13,834.99 

 
 

Just to let you know, we have a fund-
raiser going now with the chance to win 
that beautiful quilt Phyllis Belcher has 
been showing us in Friendship Hall on 
Sunday mornings. The winning name 
will be announced at the Harvest  
Festival Tea. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
 
Upcoming fundraisers  
include: 
 
 
♦October 26th  - Harvest Festival Tea 
         in Friendship Hall* 
 
♦November 9th - Rummage Sale in       
          Friendship Hall 
 
♦December  - TCT Play 
 
Watch this space for more information! 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Treasurer 
 
 
 
*See article in this issue 

 
 

ONE BOOK PROJECT 
 

    Readers, it's time for the  
    annual One Book Project,   
    sponsored  by the Kern  
    County Library and CSUB.  

 
This year's title is a true story, The 
Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, by 
William Kamkwamba. Set in Malawi, 
Africa, "It is an inspiring read about 
human inventiveness, its power to 
overcome crippling adversity, and the 
power of one individual's ability to 
change a community."   
 
5 of 5 stars!   
 
Jan Roberts 
Global Missions Team 

 
 

 
 
Congratulations &  

Blessings  
on your marriage! 

 
Porter & Margie  

Underwood 
 

September 21, 2019 



 

 

 

Fall Festival Tea  
Saturday, October 26th    

 
We are in need to two more hostesses for more tables. Joanne has hostess 
instructions. Hostesses decorate their tables, sell 8 tickets, and set up 8 
place settings. You can use paper, plastic, china, or whatever you wish. 
Food is being provided. 
 
Items are also needed for the silent auction held at the tea. These items are 
usually donated, and are objects better than what you would put in a rum-
mage sale. Please advise Joanne or Jan Roberts when you want to bring 
them. 
 
New this year is the opportunity to bid on useful services donated by some 
of our congregants: 
 
 ♦A ride in a 1934 restored vintage four-door Ford, with a  
   visit to Baskin-Robin’s to finish off your ride.—Donated by  
   Gerry & Shirley Jensen and Pastor Nancy.  
  
 ♦Tommy Baker, a five-star handyman, has donated 3 
    Hours of his time to help you fix something in your home 
 
 ♦Chris & Carol Rush will also donate 3-4 hours to help 
   you plan  your water wise garden 
 
 ♦Patrick Pine will donate his time to take 2-4 people on 
   A tour of the Chavez Center  
  
 All of these services to be done at the convenience of  both parties  
 and used within the next six months. 
 
Please ask the following table hostesses if they have tickets available for 
you at their tables. Tickets are $20 each and you may purchase them from 
one of the hostesses:  Anita Pritchard & Amy Trillo; Phyllis Belcher & 
Sally Errecart; Alysia Bailey; Laurie Betts & Edna McCallion,; Karen  
St. John; Jenny & Eli Jones 
 
Anita Pritchard, Jan Roberts, Joanne Beckett 
Harvest Festival Tea Team 



 

 

 
 

  Someone Will   
        Win a  
 Beautiful quilt! 
 
 
“Plant a green tree and per-
haps the birds will come,” is 
the advice embroidered on  
the Quilt of Hope, which is  
being raffled to improve our 
church’s ability to meet  
current financial obligations.  
 
This quilt was donated to the church by award-winning  
quilter, Lynne Bauer. 
 
It is hoped many people will participate in buying raffle 
tickets, which will be offered each Sunday after worship. 
Tickets are $5 each, or 5 tickets for $20.The drawing 
will be held at the October Fall Tea. 
 
Contact Phyllis Belcher, at 822-4340, for further  
information. 

 
 

     ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 



 

 

                        

    
MEALS ON WHEELS 
Volunteers Needed! 

 
Our congregation has once again 
been asked to deliver Meals on 
Wheels to seniors and shut-ins, 
weekdays from Monday, October 
28th - Friday, November 8th. 
 
One driver, and a second person to 
deliver to the door is helpful each 
day; however, one person can man-
age nicely. The driver may be asked 
to provide proof of auto insurance 
and show a driver’s license. 
 
We also need two people to sign up 
as back-up, just in case someone 
has to cancel. However, it is always 
better to find your own replacement 
when necessary. 
 
Please plan to be at the Tehachapi 
Senior Center, 500 East F Street, 
at 10:45 a.m. on the days you are 
delivering. Once you become  
familiar with the route, it should not 
take you more than an hour to  
deliver. 
 
Laurie Betts 
 

                          
  

Environmentally-Friendly 
Church says,  

 
Stamp Out Styrofoam 

 
When injected with gases, benzene, a 
known carcinogen, becomes the famil-
iar substance, Styrofoam. Used in 
countless products, it is absolute  
garbage! 500 years from now, that  
coffee cup or take-out container you 
used today will still be on Planet Earth. 
Taking up dwindling space in landfills 
or filling up marine turtles and other 
species with deadly snacks, it never 
goes away. Take action: Don’t buy  
anything packaged in or made from 
Styrofoam. If you regularly take food 
home from restaurants, bring your own 
container. It’s OK if people think you’re 
weird! Smile and thank those who 
don’t use Styrofoam in their business. 
 

_____ 
 

“Nobody made a greater mistake than 
he who did nothing because he could 
only do a little.” - Edmund burke, 1729-
1797, Statesman and philosopher 



 

 

 

Church Rummage  
Sale 

Saturday, November 9th 

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 
Anyone with items to sell is encouraged to contact Barbara Oberg at  
822-3869, or Phyllis Belcher at 822-4340, to reserve a table. Sellers must 
price their own donations. A cashier will collect all money which will benefit 
the church. 
 
This is a good opportunity to organize closets and cupboards at home and 
clear out things that no longer “bring you joy,” in the words of author Marie 
Kondo, who wrote The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up. If you have only 
a few items, there will be a table for those as well. 
 
Volunteers are needed to monitor and assist setting up and on the day of 
the sale. Set-up will be Friday, November 8th, and donations should be 
brought that day. Marcus Glascock, (559-639-8282) has a truck and has 
volunteered to help anyone who needs assistance moving sale items. -   
Phyllis Belcher 
 
 

         
 
 
 



 

 

 
                           
            
     
    Sherrie Lendroth 

 
 
 

Sherrie was born in Pasadena, CA.  She’s lived in several places in Southern Cali-
fornia including: Baldwin Park, La Habra, Hollywood, West Hollywood, Glendale, 
Sierra Madre, and Van Nuys.  (She also lived in Addison, TX for one year.) 
 
When she was younger, Sherrie liked horses and wanted to get one.  She also 
used to crochet, knit, and make jewelry.  Sherrie says that she liked TV., movies, 
and music, and wanted to be an actress.  Later on in life, when she went back to 
school, she wanted to work at a Help Desk.  
 
Sherrie’s high school’s theme was Scottish – they were known as the La Habra 
Highlanders.  In addition to cheerleaders and the drill team, they had a Scottish 
dancing troop known as the ‘Lassies.’  Sherrie was a Lassie, and danced the High-
land Fling. 
 
Sherrie attended junior college right out of high school.  She majored in Theater, 
and even studied with a couple of acting coaches in the area.  Sherrie says that if 
she had gone on to a 4-year college, she would’ve minored in Sociology. 
 
She wanted to be an actress, and says that she joined all of the unions.  She was 
an extra on “Maude,” “What’s Happening,” and “General Hospital.”   
 
Sherrie says that she’s worked as a demonstrator (promoting everything from ba-
con to kitty litter,) a cashier, a waitress, a bartender, and a house cleaner.  She’s 
also held many office support jobs, such as an errand girl, Xerox girl, receptionist, 
and administrative assistant.  She’s worked for corporate lawyers, an active wear 
manufacturer, a food broker, radio syndicators, post production, film distribution, 
and Motown Records.  Once, while working for “Filmways Pictures,” Sherrie even 
had to model a kangaroo suit.  She was the only one of two short girls who could 
fit into it; the other girl was Assistant to the VP, and refused to do it. 
 
Sherrie took sky diving lessons in the late 1980s, and has jumped out of an air-
plane 15 times!  She also had the opportunity once, to ride in the Goodyear Blimp.  
Her sister sometimes writes freelance articles, she happened to be doing one on 
the Goodyear Blimp, so they were able to hitch a ride.  Sherrie says that when you 
are inside it, taking off – it feels like you are ascending at a 90 degree angle; but 
when you watch the blimp take off, you can see that it’s only a 45 degree angle. 
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Sherrie was laid off her job in 2009, and says her 
parents were getting frail.  So she gave up her 
apartment in Glendale, thinking that she would 
get a job in Tehachapi, not realizing that Kern 
County had the highest unemployment rate in all 

of Southern California.  Both of her parents passed away in 2011, and she had to 
get their home ready for sale.  She moved to Texas in early 2013, but missed  
California.  An opportunity developed, and she was able to move back to Van 
Nuys, California.  In 2015, she needed to move again, as rental rates for her and 
her cat were high.  A friend in Tehachapi found a room that she could rent from a 
friend of hers, and she has lived in Tehachapi ever since.  After being on the list 
for a senior apartment for two years, her  name finally got to the top of the list this 
past August, and she is happily settled into her new apartment. 
 
Sherrie was raised in the Unity Church, but later explored other faiths, including 
Christian/Episcopal.  She has attended Buddhist retreats, and studied ‘Science of 
Mind’ teachings.  She was invited to attend TCC by a former member, Sonja  
Wilson.  Initially, Sherrie thought that the church might not be progressive enough 
for her, but says she was happily surprised to find out otherwise.  She is on the 
communion team at TCC, and says that she enjoys that. 
 
Sherrie doesn’t have any children, but does have a cat named Ziggy.   



 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
  

Mark Your Calendars For a Fun Year Ahead! 
(All meetings will be from 5-7:00 p.m. at the 

church, unless otherwise specified.) 
  
 Friday, October 18th: Welcome! Pizza & Kiva  
 
 Friday, November 15th: Thanksgiving Care  
        Packages for Our  
        Deployed Military  
 
 Friday, December 13th: Jesus’ Birthday Party 
 
 Friday, January 10th: Warm Up at Starbucks  
 
 Friday, February 7th: Valentines for Local  
       Children 
 
 Friday, March 20th:  Going “Green” for  
       St. Patrick  
 
 Friday, April 17th:  Game Night  
 
 Friday, May 15th:  Graduation Movie Night 
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   2   -  Hal Morgan  
   9   -  Richard Pearson 
  13  -  Adam Dye     
  14  -  Carlyn Grantham 
  15  -  Claudia White 
  17  -  Jennifer Buchanan 
  22  -  Chris Fickes 
   Karen St. John 
  23  -  Catherine Jones 
  25  -   Elin Jones 
  26  -  Cameryn Stein 
  27  -  Linda Flores 
  28  -  Eli Jones 


