
 

 

      
   TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH  -  UCC 

100 East “E” Street    (661) 822-4443   office@tehachapi-ucc.org   
Rev. Nancy Bacon, Pastor 

 
                                          

                            July 2019   
 
 
 

Church Recycling - 
What Can be Recycled at our Church? 

 
 

Our Church has a recycling program that recycles 
some fairly standard items and some unusual ones. 
Some of these items (but not all) are picked up twice 
per month by employees of FIELD (Farm Worker  
Institute for Education & Leadership Develop-
ment). 
 
We do not recycle several items that can be recycled elsewhere, 
including newspaper, magazines, telephone books, paper, plastic 
bags, auto batteries, electronic waste, and metal or metal tin cans. 
Handouts are available to find out where these items can be  
recycled. All items we do recycle need to be clean and empty of 
any liquids. 
 
CRV = California Redemption Value (things you can get money 
for) 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Recycling (continued) 

 
What FIELD recycles for our Church: 
 
 ♦All aluminum, plastic and glass CRV containers, including    
   beer, soda, juice, drinking water, and other containers 
 
 ♦All scrap plastic, including milk containers, syrup bottles fruit 
   boxes, sour cream containers, spice jars, pill bottles, etc. 
 
  ♦All non-CRV glass containers, including wine bottles,  
    mayonnaise, tomato sauce, pickle, jam and olive jars 
 
 
What the Environmental Ministry Team recycles for the 
Church: 
 
  ♦Wine corks, batteries, church bulletins, eye glasses, and  
    computer ink cartridges 
 
Christopher Rush 
Environmental Team Leader 
 
 



 

 

 
FRIENDSHIP DINNER AT THE 

MULLIGAN ROOM 
 
 You may remember the delight-
ful evenings we have spent  

 dining on the patio in Bear  
 Valley Springs at the Mulligan 
Room. 

 
This year’s dinner will be on  

Saturday, July 13th 
at 5:00 p.m. 

 
We look forward to seeing you 
there! 
 
Laurie Betts 

 
THE NINA PROJECT 

 
You may have heard Nina Black-
well speak during service about 
her project of collecting new/
slightly used clothing and food for 
homeless high schoolers in  
Bakersfield. 
 
Please join Nina in supporting this 
good cause. She would be glad to 
send you more information. You 
may contact her at: 
 
Nina.blackwell.2017@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
WWW WOMEN WHO WINE 

 
      Sunday, June 21st 
  
We will meet as usual on the 3rd 
Sunday of July. As the leadership 
meeting will now allow us to have 
lunch instead of just refreshments, 
please let me know if you would like 
to do lunch again this month. 
 
Watch for notices in the  
bulletin as to time and  
location (to be announced 
later). 

 
Laurie   (rude.betts@gmail.com) 

 
SUMMER  

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday -  12:00-4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday -    9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Thursday -    9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Friday -   12:00-4:30 p.m. 

 

Phone:  661-822-4443 

Email:  office@tehachapi-ucc.org 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
                           
            
             Porter Underwood 

 
 
 I was born in Wooster, Ohio in 1946. I have to look on a map of Ohio to know 
where Wooster is located, because we moved to Craig, Colorado when my twin 
brother and I were one to two years old. After the war, my dad went to work for 
his mother’s brother, whose last name is Porter, and that name was given to me. 
It was a rumor that my parents had to give me the name in order to secure a job, 
which was shooting nitroglycerin in oil and gas wells to improve production. My 
brother and I were “preemies” and the little hospital wasn’t prepared for two of us, 
so we were rotated for a few days until we went home; a second story apartment 
with a coal fired heater in the basement. The apartment had to be kept at 80  

 degrees, so the poor man on the first floor cooked for a few weeks! 
 
  My sister was born in Craig, CO in 1950. Dad was transferred to Casper, WY, 
and then on to Farmington, NM, near the “Four Corners” of NM, AZ, CO and UT 
in 1954. My younger brother was born there, and Farmington was home for the 
next 12 years for me, except for one year in Snyder, TX. I started the first grade  

  in Farmington, and graduated high school there in 1965. The family moved back  
  to Wyoming in 1968, following another oil boom in Gillette. 
 
 Farmington, NM was a boom town in the 50’s, with the discovery of oil, gas,  
 uranium and coal. The family had to live in a motel for several months while  
 rental home tracts were being built to accommodate the surge in population. We 
went to half-day school classes from the first through fifth grades, until enough 
schools and teachers were available for full day classes. Each teacher had 80 
students, 40 in the morning and 40 more in the afternoon. They split my brother 
and me, with Paul usually going to the morning session, and me to the afternoon 
session. I always felt I had to do all the chores at home, and Paul got to play after 
school! 

 
  I grew up playing sandlot and organized baseball; basketball at neighbors’ hous-
es, church leagues, Boys’ Club and school teams; fishing in nearby lakes and riv-
ers; hiking and camping with Boy Scouts. I kept rabbit, dove, quail, chucker, 
pheasant, fish and venison on the table to help supplement groceries for the fami-
ly. When I was about 12 years old, I was able to caddy at the Country Club and 
learned to play golf, which has been my life long sport from then to now. My 
brother Paul, was always a “starter” on the high school golf team, and I was most-
ly a “bench warmer,” but eventually caught up with him for the next 50 years. We 
learned to play with our dad’s right handed clubs, which was fine for my brother, 
but an uphill climb for me being left handed. But then, if Ben Hogan could do it, 
then so could I! 

(continued on following page)    



 

 

  
   
        Porter Underwood (continued) 
 

 
 
My parents were not religious during my youth, but mother became a devout 
“born again” Christian later in life. We were sent to a local church for Sunday 
School, which happened to be the Bethany Christian Church that we could walk 
to from home. I felt mom and dad needed the time off from the kids. I was eventu-
ally baptized in this church, and held a strong traditional concept of Christ until my 
later years, starting with my exposure to other beliefs and studies while working 
my way through college, and later in life. 
 
I saved enough money working in a grocery store making $0.95 to $1.05 per hour 
for three years, and one summer on a drilling rig making $1.80 per hour to pay for 
my first year of college at New Mexico State University in the School of Engineer-
ing. The Physical Science Laboratories, a research group on campus, had a  
co-op program for under graduate engineers, going to school two semesters and 
working two semesters, tracking navigational satellites from locations all over the 
world, which became the basis for the modern GPS system of today. I had no 
idea of this program, but was able to get in, and worked in Hawaii, Greece, Chad, 
Argentina, and Japan, which introduced me to many different people, cultures and 
beliefs. 
 
I met Jeanie at a summer dance at school. We dated for a month, then I went to 
Japan for nine months, and we married a month later during our last year of col-
lege. I graduated from NMSU with an Industrial Engineering degree, and went to 
work for Halliburton Energy Services after six months of training in the Army Na-
tional Guard. Jeanie and I moved to Lovington, NM where I started my carrier as 
a field engineer, and she taught school at the elementary level. My carrier took 
me to Rankin and Midland, TX. I ended up in Bakersfield, CA in 1978, where I 
worked for Halliburton at many levels, from operations to technical sales and 
management, while Jeanie taught school and became a Marriage and Family 
Counselor until 2007. We have a daughter, Christine, who lives in Edmonds, WA 
with her husband, Jake, and granddaughter, Lizzie. 
 
During my time in Bakersfield, we found the Church of Religious Science (now 
known as the Center for Spiritual Living,) the Institute for Applied Meditation 
(IAM,) founded by Puran and Susanna Bair, and the metaphysical teachings of 
Dixie Yeterian from Oakhurst, CA who came to Bakersfield on a weekly basis. Al-
so, during our spiritual explorations, we found Spiritwind in Tehachapi. 
   

 
    (continued on following page)    



 

 

 
 
        Porter Underwood (continued) 
 

 
We bought a home in BVS in 2002 as a second home, which became my primary 
home after our divorce in 2006, and my retirement after 35 years with Halliburton. 
I became very active with IAM, becoming a teacher, mentor, board member and 
graduate of IAM-U in 2014.  
 
I also found a study group in BVS, led by Paul Cooke and Katy Jacobsen, based 
on the works of Gurdjief and the emphasis on Self Realization. All the “stepping 
stones” of my life have shown me that the bible quotes, “I am the Alpha and the 
Omega…,” “Where two or more are gathered in My Name…” and “God is Love” 
that Christ is “Spiritual Consciousness,” that indwelling presence in our hearts,  
the seat of the soul, the thread that connects us all to the “One Heart, the Heart  
of Humanity.”  There are many streams that run from the mountain to the sea,  
as there are many paths from Alpha to Omega via Christ Consciousness. God  
IS Love is more profound to me than God loves you. Through a suggestion by 
Phyllis Comstock, whom I know through Spiritwind and playing bridge, Reverend 
Nancy asked me to introduce Heart Rhythm Meditation (HRM) to the adult study 
group. I started attending Sunday services at TCC, and fell in love with Nancy’s  
messages and her teaching from the heart, and became a member of TCC  
in 2018. I have taught one six-week HRM class at the end of 2018 and early 
2019. I am currently assisting Joanne as an assistant treasurer, mostly writing 
checks and staying up with the payroll and bills. 
 
One of my current hobbies is line dancing, where I met the love of life and fiancé, 
Margie Keene!  Besides line dancing, we enjoy golf, riding the motorcycle, ball-
room dancing, dining out, movies, card games with friends, and planning our  
wedding for September, at which Reverend Nancy will do the honors! 

   



 

 

 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
June—2019 

 
   INCOME $  7,854.43 
   EXPENSE $  8,847.00 
   DEFICIT $     992.57  
 
All things considered, it 
was not a bad month. The 
only extra payment was 
the Social Security offset 
payment of $700 for the 
Pastor this month. 

 
The total of offerings re-
ceived for the month was 
$5,178.43. We have been 
running about $8,000 in 
expenses for the last  
several  months. Ideally, 
we need $8-9000 income 
per month to cover ex-
penses. 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Treasurer 
  
 

 
  MOUNTAIN FESTIVAL  

Church Parking Lot Sale        
Saturday-Sunday 

August 17-18 
 

This sale is for Tehachapi’s arts and 
crafts people who want to sell their 
items but cannot get into the festival 
due to the cost of entry or are not 
qualified to be in Railroad Park. 
Railroad Park only wants vendors 
who hand make their products. Our 
parking lot will be available that 
weekend as church services will be 
in Bear Valley by the lake. 
 
This is a fundraiser for the church. 
Friendship Hall will be open both 
days for washroom facilities. We will 
be selling baked goods (I will want 
bake goods from anyone in the con-
gregation); more information on that 
later in July. We will be selling water 
or anything else we can think about. 
As of this date I have 4 vendors in-
terested. 
 
This is NOT a rummage sale for 
people in the congregation. This is 
for outside vendors with a product 
to sell. IF you have a product to sell, 
see me for more information. 
 
This fundraiser has been 
approved by the Board 
of Trustees. Please con- 
tact me if you have any 
questions.  
 
Hopefully, this can become a yearly 
event on Mountain Festival 
weekend. 
 
Joanne Beckett 



 

 

 

TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY 
CHURCH — UCC 
100 East E Street 
Tehachapi, CA   93561 

 

  1       -     Helen Halasey 
 Ellen Hays 
  2       - Brian St. John 
 11  - Marcus Glascock 
 19 - Carol Coleman 
 25 - Danny Romero 
 27 - Jenni Jones 
 29 - Stephanie Smith  


