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                                            April 2019   

Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings!  Spring is coming! The church calendar is chock full of special worship 
services and events in April. 
 
Some of us will be going to Tijuana to visit our partner, Alburgue Las Memorias, 
on April 5-6th. We ask that others hold us in prayer for safe travels as we bring love 
from our church to our friends at the shelter. 
 
On Sunday, April 7th, we will hold our annual Kirkin’ ‘O the Tartan service.   
Everyone is invited to bring a family photo, heirloom, or strip of your tartan if you 
happen to be Scottish. We will bless the families and recognize loved ones we 
have lost in the past year. There will be bagpipes…WEAR PLAID! 
 
Palm Sunday is April 14th and we will have palms galore to celebrate this Sunday.  
The service will complete with our final meditations on the Stations of the Cross. 
 
I know that an All Church Clean Up is being planned just before Easter, on  
Saturday morning, April 20th. Come one and all, young and old, to spiffy the place 
up before the big celebration. Youth will be given special jobs to fill Easter Eggs 
and clean out some Halloween materials. Many hands make the work more fun! 
 
April 21st is Easter. If you are thinking about joining the church or would like to be 
baptized, this is a lovely day to do so. We will have lovely music, a giant Easter 
Bunny, an Easter Egg hunt, and the annual church photo on the church steps.  
Please bring some spring flowers for our sanctuary and to decorate our flower 
cross. We will also celebrate our church’s 91st anniversary this day. What joy! 
 
Then, on the final Sunday of April, we will have a Sunday devoted to Earth Care 
and a presentation after church about recycling. 
 
Keep your eyes out for wildflowers.  God’s beauty abounds. 
 
Love, 
 
Pastor Nancy 



 

 

 

Global Ministries Visit to Albergue Las Memorias  
Tijuana, Mexico,  

Friday &Saturday, April 5-6  

Tehachapi UCC is invited to once again join the Irvine UCC in a Global Ministries 
visit and service project to our UCC/DOC Global Ministries Partner Organization, 
Albergue Las Memorias. Las Memorias is a residential hospice and addiction 
support facility for HIV positive men, women and some children. It also has a TB 
treatment unit.  

Participants will meet at the Irvine UCC, 4915 Alton Parkway, in Irvine at 10:00 
a.m. on Friday to carpool to the border, and return to IUCC on Saturday at 6:00 
p.m. There will be a lunch, tour and orientation at Las Memorias on Friday at 1:00 
p.m. On Friday evening, we will be staying at the Hotel Principado near the  
Tijuana airport, and will host a dinner/ planning and information gathering session 
for the Las Memorias director and sub/director. On Saturday, we will return to Las 
Memorias at 9:00 a.m. and join the residents for some personal service and fellow-
ship activities, followed by a special meal with the residents.  

Costs for the trip will be approx. $50 for the hotel, plus cost of dinner, and a $20 
contribution for food at Las Memorias. Please make your own hotel reservation 
and  text or call Pastor Nancy at 661-900-5536 to let her know if you wish to 
meet in Irvine, or if you’d prefer to drive into Mexico or park near the border and 
meet up there, before crossing over. Randy Romine is our contact at Irvine at 
(949) 387-9032 or email at Rwromine@aol.com if you need more information.  

Hotel reservations for Hotel Principado Tijuana, at Boulevard Cuauhtemoc 
Norte 405 | Col Aeropuerto, Tijuana 22404, Mexico, can be made through  
booking.com, expedia.com or tripadvisor.com.  Rooms are booking up, so make 
your reservation soon! 

DON'T FORGET YOUR PASSPORTS!  They will be needed to return home. 

 

 



 

 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

FEBRUARY—2019 
 

  INCOME  $  7,742.41 
 EXPENSE  $12.094.98 
 DEFICIT     $  4,352/57 
 
 OFFERINGS:  $5,800.20 
 
I paid Property & Liability insur-
ance for the first three months of 
the year   ($1,815.27)*. We will pay 
$506.39 per month beginning in 
April. 
 
I paid OCWM $600 for the year*, 
and $700 SS offset for the Pastor 
(paid four times per year). 
 
Starting in January, Pastor’s  
Annuity & Disability will be paid 
monthly—$516.67. 
 
Two of these expenses* will only 
be paid one time this year. 
 
Hopefully, we will not have this 
large amount of deficit again this 
year! 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Treasurer 

 
 

 

CHURCH CLEAN-UP 
DAY 

 
Saturday, April 20 

(before Easter Sunday) 
 

10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
 

A list of things we need to do 
will be announced! 

 
 

 
 

NEW SIGNATURE FOR 
CHECKS 

 
At their last meeting, the Board  
of Trustees approved authoriza-
tion of Porter Underwood to 
have signing authority for checks. 
 
He will be functioning as Assistant 
Treasurer in supporting our cur-
rent Treasurer, Joanne Beckett. 

 
 

● ● ● 



 

 

 

CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY 
 

Saturday, April 20 
(before Easter Sunday) 

 
10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

 
A list of things we need to do will 

be announced! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(or not)!   
 

Due to a very busy April, we 
will not be holding Women 
Who Wine in April. 
 
We will look forward to get-
ting together again in May! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our congregation has been 
asked again to deliver Meals 
on Wheels to seniors and shut-
ins weekdays, beginning  
Monday, April 15th, through 
Friday, April 26th, a two-week 
period.  
 
One driver and a second  
person to deliver to the door is 
helpful each day, although one 
person can manage. The driver 
may be asked to provide proof 
of auto insurance and show 
their driver’s license.   
 
We also need two people to 
sign up as back up, just in case 
someone has to cancel; but it is 
always better to find your own 
replacement.  
 
The clip board with sign-up 
sheets will be on the round ta-
ble just inside Friendship Hall 
entrance from the garden. 
 
Please join us--it is fun and ful-
filling! 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Our regular monthly potluck will be held on the usual 4th Sunday.  April 28th, 

in Friendship Hall.   
 
As we try to be a conserving church, please consider bringing your plate and 
table service so that we don't have to provide  
paper and plastic.   
 
Please be sure to put your dish out with a serving piece as soon as you ar-
rive after church.  
 
Coffee cups will be provided. 

 

Worship Coordination For 
This Summer   

 
While Pastor Nancy is away on  
sabbatical, Linda Flores has agreed 
to be the point person for organizing 
the weekly speakers. Patrick Pine  
and others have already started  
coming up with ideas and some  
possible speakers.   

 
  Linda will keep a calendar of who  

has been scheduled. It is not her  
duty to find someone, but rather to  
collect your inputs. Please contact  
her soon to get speakers you wish to 
invite on the calendar. 

 
 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

 
 

SUMMER CAMP  
REGISTRATION IS 

OPEN!   
 
Pilgrim Pines Camp and 
Conference Center’s 
theme this summer is 
Peace that Works.  
 
It will be a fun time for one 
and all with campfires, 
songs, skits, hikes, swim-
ming, crafts, water games, 
s’mores and more! Check 
it out now at http://
www.pilgrimpinescamp.
org/summer-camp.html. 



 

 

 

 
Shaping Our Community: Introduction 

by Ron Pilling 
 
As with any college, each degree program has required courses to take in  
order to graduate. At Fuller Theological Seminary, those are known as 
Itegrated Studies classes. These courses go beyond the boundaries of  
structured classroom learning, teaching us specific spiritual disciplines and 
having us explore and define how we can implement these in the church and 
beyond. This past quarter, I took the last of these courses, titled The  
Practices of Community. Throughout the last ten weeks I was introduced to 
the following eight disciplines: Christian Formation, Gratitude, Hospitality, 
Promise-Keeping/Confession, Truth-Telling, Forgiveness, Testimony, and 
Group Spiritual Direction. Each week we focused on one of the disciplines, 
and each week I found them impacting my life on many levels. As these dis-
ciplines soaked into my soul, I started assessing how I practice (or do not 
practice) them with respect to the various communities I have almost daily  
interactions with, such as work, church, family, and social networks. What I 
discovered about myself has truly been life-changing and worth sharing with 
you all. 
 
A good friend recently told me that the mission of the church is to transform 
lives. This is a very true and accurate statement. To be a part of the church 
means to be a member of God’s transformative and restorative work, and as 
such to be a part of the church is also to be an active member of all the  
communities in our lives as we walk with our faith. Perhaps we could grow  
as a community by learning a little more about the practices mentioned 
above? Many of these disciplines are a bit more involved and complex than 
can be described in a single newsletter article, so it is my vision to spend the 
next few months posting articles that explore these disciplines in greater  
detail. I feel like it will be a wonderful journey that can both challenge and  
encour-age us all. 
 
I look forward to sharing them with you all, and equally look forward to any 
feedback and discussion that may come of it! 
 
Shalom, 
 
Ron 



 

 

 

 
 

                                  
 

                                              HAROLD MORGAN 
 

 
Born in the dairy farming area of Wisconsin in 1928, I grew up during the Great 
Depression, in a family of five children. I believe living through those very troubling 
times taught me to appreciate the value of money, saving for a rainy day, and 
helping those less fortunate than me. I attended the catholic elementary school for 
the first eight grades, and then Menomonie High School. Like so many young boys 
growing up during WWII, I couldn't wait to reach an age when I could join the Army 
Air Corps, and learn to fly those warplanes we saw on the news. So, in my senior 
year of high school and at the age of 17, under the program allowing young men to 
enlist half-way through our senior year and receive our diploma, I enlisted in 1946. 
To my great disappointment I found, because the war was ending, they closed the 
Air Cadet Program and I had to settle for less exciting positions. 
 
 I later returned to civilian life to attend college, and at the age 23 met and married 
a Gandy Dancer's daughter, Patricia McCulloch. She was divorced with three  
children, and we were blessed with two more, for a family of five wonderful  
children. We moved to California in the fall of 1957, to take advantage of the won-
derful school systems and the employment opportunities in the Aerospace  
Industry. Wanting to learn more about financial management, I also volunteered to 
serve on the Board of Directors of the Litton Employees Federal Credit Union for 
25 years. 
 
After 32 years, in 1989, I retired from Aerospace as a Department Manager, and 
from the Wisconsin and California Army National Guard as a Lt.Col., Artillery. With 
the children all grown, we full-time RV'd and traveled for the next 20 yrs., catching 
up on all the things we never had time to do while raising our family, like fishing, 
doing genealogy, and enjoying this great country of ours. We backpacked in  
Europe, lived in a St. Benedictine monastery in AZ., wintered in Mexico, and took 
our grandchildren to all the places we never had time to take our own children. 
Those were great years. When heart trouble and cancer began to take their toll on 
my “navigator” in 2005, we agreed to move back to Tehachapi so our children 
could help take care of their mother until she passed away in 2009.  



 

 

 
 
 

                        
 

       HAROLD MORGAN (continued) 
               
 
In attending the Grief Group that met weekly at the BVS church, the members  
always reminded me that, in losing a spouse (especially one of 58 years), I have 
already experienced the worst day of my life. And after a year, as the numbness 
began to wear off, I understood that life goes on, and I needed to figure out what 
my remaining years were meant to be like.  
 
It was in the Grief Group that I met Carol, and I found that, be-
yond the understanding of the loss we each had experienced, 
we had so many other common interests we enjoyed, like  
traveling, community volunteer work, enjoying the wonders of 
nature, reading, and just talking for hours about anything and 
everything. So we married and have spent eight wonderful and 
enjoyable years together.  
 
 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                  March 10, 2019 
                           Barbara Louise Oberg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                March 17, 2019 
             Indigo Jayven Enman 
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