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Dear Friends, 
 

Greetings!  Ours is a church that likes to celebrate different cultures, and Celtic tradi-
tions are certainly an annual favorite.  This month, St. Patrick’s Day will fall on a Sun-
day.  In years past, we had excellent volunteers (Linda Carmichael and Bev Bemis) pro-
vide wonderful celebratory lunches with guest musicians.  If anyone would like to pick 
up this mantle, the opportunity is up for grabs!  St. Patrick was an important person in 
the history of Christianity, and we love to celebrate our Irish friends and families with 
food and music.  Please consider whether you and a friend might enjoy hosting some 
innocent, but festive shenanigans. 
 

Another of our favorite annual events has been the Kirkin ‘o the Tartans, a Scottish wor-
ship service, where we remember and honor Scottish heritage and loved ones we have 
lost in the past year.  This year, the Sunday that falls closest to Tartan Day is April 7th, 
so look for more information to follow about this event, and get your tartans ready to 
wear! 
 

Celtic Christianity is something that has been receiving renewed interest.  It means dif-
ferent things to different people, but in recent years there is new-found interest in Celtic 
music, symbols and traditions.  Celtic traditions embrace a holistic sense of connection 
with creation imbedded in ancient pagan practices.  This is an appealing blend for some 
modern Christians.   
 

Ancient Christianity merged with many cultures.  It’s modern celebration of Easter ac-
quired many elements from Celtic pagan practices.  Christianity and Ireland treasures 
“The Book of Kells” an illuminated manuscript, that is a beautiful creation of scripture 
embellished with Celtic symbols.  I have a copy in my office and each page is a work of 
art.  To this day, poets and theologians make pilgrimage to an island off the coast of 
Scotland to visit and commune with the Iona Community, where Wild Goose Publica-
tions prints prayers and poems.  I love reading them and including them in worship.  
Following is one I have used at many memorial services: 
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 Go gently on your voyage, beloved. 
 Slip away with the ebb tide, 
 rejoice in a new sunrise.  
 May the moon make a path across the sea for you, 
 the Son provide a welcome. 
 May the earth receive you and the fire cleanse you 
 as you go from our love 
 into the presence of Love’s completeness.  
 
      by Kate Mcllhagga, for the Iona Community 

Here’s another prayer that reflects the image of God and nature merged into one: 
 
 God of the tides, 
 whose faithful rhythm 
 underlies our daily lives, 
 help us to keep on, 
 with courage and caring, 
 both when we are full and fulfilled 
 and in times of ebb and emptiness –  
 neap and spring tides in our lives –  
 within the ocean of your love. Amen  
 
                by Jan Sutch Pickard, for the Iona Community  

 
The Celtic phrase for the Holy Spirit, is “Wild Goose.”  In recent years, there have been annual 
Christian “Wild Goose” revivals in the British Isles and in North Carolina.  People who attend, 
love these gatherings, sleeping in tents, enjoying a variety of music, being inspired by progres-
sive speakers, and practicing creative forms of worship, art, and fellowship.  I was able to at-
tend one of these gatherings several years ago, and wish I could go again.  Check out wild-
goosefestival.org to learn more online, and if you are adventurous, put it on your bucket list. 
 
May your Lenten journey be blessed, and may this traditional Irish blessing be yours: 
 
May good luck be with you wherever you go, 
And your blessings outnumber the shamrocks that grow, 
 
Pastor Nancy 
 
 
 

http://wildgoosefestival.org
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Welcome to our New Members!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cassie Tolmachoff - Worked in ministry—food and clothing, for many 
years.  Has two grown children; two blood granddaughters (19 & 2,) and 13 
step/love children, in her heart.  Cassie has worked disasters (5) and likes 
to do research.  She says she loves to learn.  Cassie is a college grad.  She 
is very active, a WALKER, and loves gyms.  She listens and helps; has 
helped many.  Cassie loves God... 
 
Glascock Family - Hi, we're Rachel, Marcus, Micah, Amelia and Adelynn.  
We just moved to Stallion Springs in September, from Hanford.  We are fos-
ter/adoptive parents, currently going through the recertification process 
through Kern County.  We plan to take in emergency placements, and we 
want to adopt a newborn boy.  Aside from this, we love Disneyland, board 
games, hikes, and art.  Rachel and Marcus were long time worship leaders 
at our last church, and the kids are all learning instruments now.  We feel so 
blessed to have found Tehachapi Community Church.  Everyone has been 
so warm and welcoming!  We look forward to the coming years of worship 
and ministry with you all. 
 
Carlyn Grantham - I was born and raised in Tehachapi, and raised in this 
church.  As an adult, I belonged to the First Congregational Church in San 
Jose.  I played in the handbell choir, and accompanied the youth choir.  I 
married Dennis Grantham in 2002.  I have one daughter, one step-
daughter, and two granddaughters.  We moved back to Tehachapi one year 
ago, in order to be close to both of our mothers.  I play piano, clarinet, and 
handbells/chimes. 
 
Michelle Elder — says that she likes to hang out with Nancy. 
 
 

You can find contact information about our new members in 
the “Instant Church Directory” 



 

 

 

GODLY PLAY TRAINING 
 

Join us for lunch and a training on 
Godly Play, Sunday, March 10th 
after church.  Come and see if 
you might enjoy learning to tell 
Bible stories and share them with 
our children.  We are seeking a 
few more Sunday School teach-
ers, substitutes, and helpers who 
can teach or assist no more than 
one time per month.  Our children 
need your love and care and our 
program depends on volunteers.  
Our current teachers enjoy doing 
Godly Play and would like to share 
it with you!  We invite all who to 
come and check this out.  Come 
play with us! 

 

Mahalo Nui 
 

Special Blessings 
and Mahalo to 
all who attended 

the Celebration of Life for 
Walter.  The music, hula 
dancing, and shared memo-
ries were so special.  I know 
that he would loved to have 
been there.  He especially 
would have enjoyed the re-
ception and visiting with all 
of you – not to mention the 
food!   
 

A special thanks also goes to 
those who have contributed to 
the Memorial Fund in Walt’s 
name.  Those funds are desig-
nated to go to the music pro-
gram, a favorite of his. 
 

If anyone would like to share 
a memory, that would be 
wonderful, as I like to read 
and reread them.  Such love 
all of you have shown for 
him. 
 

And so, Walter, we wish you 
fond aloha o’e on your jour-
ney home to be with the 
Lord.  

Julie 

WOMEN WHO WINE 
 

Unfortunately, we have had 
to cancel the first two  
gatherings of ‘Women Who 
Wine’ this year, due to  snow and other 
unforeseen circumstances.  We’re hop-
ing that “3rd time’s a charm,” and that 
our March get-together will go off 
without a hitch.  We’re planning to 
meet on our usual 3rd Sunday of the 
month — which just happens to be 
March 17th this year, St. Patrick’s Day.  
Our plan is to meet at Triassic Vine-
yard, at 2:00PM.  All women of the 
church are welcome, regardless of 
whether you drink wine!  The tasting 
room allows you to bring outside food 
so, feel free to bring snacks to share! 
 
Please RSVP to Laurie Betts 
(rude.betts@gmail.com or 821-1904.)  



 

 

 

 
CAROL CASEY NEWELL 

 
 

I was born in Worcester, Massachusetts and, as a six month old infant, moved with 
parents and four siblings to San Diego in 1945.  My oldest sister, at 13, had died af-
ter complications from diabetes and thyroid disease.  I think my parents wanted to 
start  over in a new area without some of the memories.  They bought a house in an 
“Andy Hardy” neighborhood for $4,500.00.  It was a wonderful place to raise a fam-
ily.  The house was sold in 1992 after my father’s death.  It sold for considerably 
more than it’s purchase price in 1945! 
 
All of us attended Catholic schools, grammar and high schools.  I was the only one 
that chose to graduate my senior year from a public school.  My favorite subjects in 
school had been language, literature, and  biology.  My first choice in a career had 
been Veterinary  medicine or something in the medical field.  I wound up in Radio-
logic Sciences, earning an AS from Community College and working as an emer-
gency room Tech for seven years at the University Hospital San Diego. 
 
During that time, I had divorced and was a single mother of two, Michelle and Bri-
an.  Later I remarried and moved to Seattle, where we learned to ski and discover a 
whole new city and culture.  We loved it.  After moving back to San Francisco, I 
went back to school and earned a BA in art, and later a graduate degree in Psycholo-
gy and Art Therapy.  After that, I worked At Napa State Hospital for a couple of 
years as an Art Therapist.  My husband took a teaching position in Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho, and we moved there in 1984. 
 
We loved it there.  Particularly the beauty, skiing,  water sports and the people.  I al-
so realized a dream since childhood of having my own horses.  No one I met there 
really knew anything about Art Therapy at the time so I went back to the Univ. Of 
Idaho and got a teaching certificate in Special Education K-12.  I did a lot of substi-
tute teaching, mostly high school and Resource room as well as program coordina-
tion and Case Management for the HCBS Waiver program.  We loved living there. 
 
When my husband retired from the college, he wanted to be nearer his son in Cali-
fornia, so we moved back in 2002.  My son and daughter lived in Temecula and Sac-
ramento, respectively.  Bob’s son lived in LA, and I also had sisters and nieces in 
Bakersfield.  Tehachapi seemed like a good central location for us, and was in the 
Mountains which we had come to love.  In 2003, my husband was diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s  disease.  As anyone can tell you that has been through this process, it 
was long and difficult at times.  We both received a lot of support and goodwill from 
the church, and were warmly welcomed.  Bob was actively involved in the commu-
nity and Kiwanis and volunteer work.  He loved to visit and tell jokes to patients in 
long term care. 



 

 

 

CAROL CASEY NEWELL (continued…) 
 

 
 

He died peacefully at home in February 2008.  Bob was in the Naval Air Corp and 
World War II veteran.  After long consideration he was buried ( with help from Hal 
and Janice Armstrong) at the National Cemetery in Arvin.   
 
Hal and I met in a support group after the death of our spouses.  The group was 
enormously helpful on many levels.  Hal and I found we had many similar interests, 
and did a lot of “ordinary” things together that neither of us had the time to do when 
we were  caregiving.  After several years, we decided to marry in January of last 
year.  It’s been good!  I guess that’s about it.  Oh yes,  I am a very proud grandmoth-
er, and enjoying that too.   
   
(Look for Hal’s story in the April Whistle…) 



 

 

 

NURSERY SET 
UP 

 

 
 

We are in the process of mov-
ing the Nursery to the church 
basement.  If you have a few 
hours to volunteer and help set 
this up, please contact Pastor 
Nancy.  Thank you! 

TREASURER’S  
REPORT  

January 2019 
 by Joanne Beckett 

 
 
INCOME    $ 8,210.72 
EXPENSE   $ 9,709.76 
DEFICIT    $ 1,499.04
    
OFFERING                $ 5,798.00 
(included in income) 
 
I paid Workman’s Comp -   $447.50 
 
Pastor’s Liability & Insurance will 
be paid monthly now - $516.67 
 

 
Emergency Trends in Ministry 

 

ChurchWest, our church insurance 
agency and our SCNC conference, 
are hosting a one-day conference at 
Chapman University, in Orange, CA 
on Saturday, March 16th.  The cost 
is $14.99 and includes lunch.  
Churches are encouraged to bring 
their WHOLE Leadership Team!  
This is a critical operations confer-
ence addressing current trends af-
fecting ministry, with breakout ses-
sion topics on a variety of topics.  
Please consider attending, if you are 
able.  Please contact Pastor Nancy to 
let our Leadership Team know who 
might represent us. 

 

 
 

PILGRIMAGE 
TO LAS 

MEMORIAS IN TIJUANA, 
MEXICO  

 

 

Plans are being worked out for 
our next trip to visit our friends 
at the AIDs/HIV shelter in Ti-
juana.  The dates will likely be 
the first Fri-Sat in April, with us 
spending one night in Mexico.  
Hold the dates if you are inter-
ested and look for more infor-
mation to come soon. 
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