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Dear Friends,
Greetings! For the past eight weeks I have enjoyed leading a Wellness Group at
the church. One of the women who attended the group shared a story about her
26-year-old nephew who died recently from a surfing accident. A couple of days
before he died, he wrote an inspiring message that I think would be good to read
every day. Below is what he wrote. I and his aunt hope it inspires you.
Blessings,
Pastor Nancy

Zach’s Message
Friends, take this to heart. Today, when you walk outside,
breathe in the fresh air and savor it; hug your friends and
smile with love for their presence; tell family you love them
and think of some of the reasons why; listen to your favorite
songs back-to-back, thankful it is simply at your fingertips;
drive with your window down, reveling in the fact you can
go anywhere you want at this moment; go eat exactly what
you’re craving.
Choose today to not take the small things for granted, they
are probably not that small!

GLOBAL MISSIONS: CHILDREN’S HOME UPDATE
On Sunday, October 21, our congregation was treated to a visit from Irene
and Peter Keller of La Crescenta. For over a decade the couple has been
passionately and selflessly engaged in transforming lives in Uganda. Peter
is Executive Director of Pearls of Africa children’s Home in Jinja, Uganda,
and also holds the same position for Aid Africa in the north. Irene is a valued Pearls board member and Cheerleader-in-Chief for both organizations.
Reverend Nancy invited Peter take over the pulpit (see
photo) for a moving and informative Powerpoint presentation about Pearls Children’s Home; Kirangi Rosette,
who cares for the 27 children living there; and the current
status of their newly-purchased house (see photo). I loved
seeing a video clip made by Esther, a bright young woman
who Nancy and I met on our visit in 2014. She is one of four new Pearls
graduates, or “fledglings,” as Peter calls them, off on her bright future.
After church, about 18 friends enjoyed a delicious lunch at Gracian’s with the
Kellers. We had a chance to ask questions and hear more about why TCC is
so committed to our ongoing support of the home and the work being done
there. And, of course, YOU’VE DONE IT AGAIN! Through quilt raffle ticket
sales and individual donations, large and small, we sent Peter and Irene
home with $3,500, much of which will go toward the next payment on the
house.
Please don’t let your kind generosity end with this visit. We still need several
thousand dollars to pay off the home, deadline January 30, 2019. Peter also
asks us to consider a monthly donation: just $125 supports one child completely, and you can choose a particular one, if you like. You can join the
Pearls board with Jan Roberts and Joanne Beckett; we meet four times a
year by phone with the other members in Los Angeles. Finally, your prayers
and encouragement for this mission are always needed. Learn more at
pearlschildrensfund.org. Thank you! —Jan Roberts

MEALS ON WHEELS
Thank you to all those members
who stepped up to participate in
the Meals on Wheels delivery
during October.
The Community benefits by your
service, and I trust you found it
to be a rewarding experience!
We certainly had beautiful
weather during those two weeks!

Veterans Day Family Care
Package Event
On Sunday, November 11th, we will
be putting together care packages
for local armed forces service members currently deployed. Please join
us in Friendship Hall following the
worship service, where we will be
assembling approximately 20
packages, and getting them ready to
ship out! This is a family friendly
event, so all ages are invited to
participate!
Be on the lookout for a church email
listing the supplies needed. Please
let Ron Pilling know if you are willing to provide any of the items.

Thank you for your
support!

TREASURER’S REPORT
August—2018
Income
Expense
Profit

- $10,736.49
7,703.76
- $ 3,032.73

Offerings totaled $8,366.59. It’s
a miracle! I keep going over the
numbers to see if I made a mistake.
I think our numbers are positive
this month due to the fact our facility use was higher than in the
summer months.

Joanne Beckett, Treasurer
♦●♦
PLEASE NOTE:
CHANGE IN FACILITY USE
RESERVATIONS:

Sandy, our Secretary, is NO
LONGER HANDLING requests
for use of Friendship Hall or any
other church facilities. Please
contact Joanne Beckett, 661
972-6508, who now handles requests for dates and applications.. Sandy will NOT put you
down for any time you request.
You must go through Joanne
Beckett. She is now keeping the
“Save the Date” calendar.

What Shall We Bring?
The Stewardship season is upon us
and the Stewardship Team has chosen our theme this year:
“What Shall We Bring?”
You will be hearing more about stewardship in the coming weeks, and we
are in the process of preparing the
2019 budget.
Please feel free to contact any member of the Stewardship Team if you
have any questions or concerns.

WWW WOMEN WHO WINE
Our great women’s group will be
meeting on the 3rd Sunday, November 18th, at 2:00 p.m., at the Triassic Legacy Winery.
Come relax before the
Thanksgiving holiday with
your TCC girlfriends and
catch up. All women are
welcome. You may bring
snacks if you’d like.

DONATIONS FOR THE
SALVATION ARMY’S
THANKSGIVING MEALS
Once again we have the opportunity
to contribute to the Salvation Army's
Thanksgiving Meals Program to
provide the makings for Thanksgiving dinners to less fortunate Tehachapi families. This year, we will
collect money to contribute to these
meals instead of actually buying the
makings for 10 complete meals. It
is better for them to receive cash to
purchase these meals themselves,
and this is much easier for us,
(although I always enjoyed having
my TCC girlfriends' help in purchasing all the ingredients). Each year I
solicit our two supermarkets for gift
cards to help us in our contribution.
Generally, we receive a $100 gift
card from Albertson's and a $50
card from Save Mart. This year we
again hope to collect enough from
the congregation to donate $250.
You have all been very generous in
the past, so if you would, please
make your check payable to TCC
and mark it "for Thanksgiving
meals," and place it in the offering
through November 18th. All excess
will be held over for the their Angel
Tag Program at Christmas. Thank
you! —Laurie Betts

Member Profile …
Chris & Jane Fickes
Chris was born and raised in Wooster, Ohio, a small college town about 60 miles
south of Cleveland. His father was a career firefighter (retiring as captain,) and his
mother was mostly at home raising Chris and his three brothers. Jane (Neuhardt)
was born in Sidney, Ohio, but moved to Wooster when she was three years old,
when her father (who was an Ohio State University graduate) took a job at the
OSU agricultural research branch, in the department of Dairy Science. Her mom
stayed at home raising Jane and her three brothers until Jane was in the sixth
grade, when she went to work as a bookkeeper, until she retired, from a community health center. The family lived at the dairy facility on the OSU grounds until
Vernon’s retirement. All four parents are now deceased.
Although living in the same small town (population approximately 20,000) Chris
and Jane went to different schools throughout their childhood, and did not meet until after college. Chris briefly attended Ohio State University, and then returned to
Wooster, to work. Jane went to Bowling Green State University, graduating with a
degree in psychology. She also returned to Wooster, and did a variety of jobs including working at OSU as a lab tech, waitressing, and working at a safe house for
abused women.
Chris and Jane met (full disclosure: at a bar) in Wooster, through mutual friends.
They started dating in 1984, and married in 1986. At this time, Jane was back in
school, getting a degree in nursing at the University of Akron. Their son Alex was
born in 1988, and Colin, in 1990. Chris was working as an electrician (oilfield, commercial, and industrial) and Jane as an ICU RN until she returned to school to get a
graduate degree in Nurse Anesthesia. She worked for a year in Cleveland as a
CRNA (certified registered nurse anesthetist) and then at a community hospital in
Wooster, until they moved to California. Chris also returned to college, obtaining a
B.S. in accounting from the University of Akron.
Fast forwarding to 2013, their son Alex had finished graduate school in California,
began working at Scaled Composites in Mojave, and moved to Tehachapi. Colin
was finishing his degree in psychology at the University of Akron in Ohio. Chris and
Jane decided they were up for an adventure, and decided to move to California.
They had never been to the state, prior to their son going to graduate school here,
and decided to exchange snow for sunshine. FYI: northeast Ohio averages approximately 66 days of sunshine a year!

Jane moved to Tehachapi in September of 2014, and began doing (primarily)
OB anesthesia at several hospitals in the Los Angeles area (Long Beach,
Culver City, Inglewood, San Pedro) for an anesthesia group that she still
works for today, commuting about once a week, doing between two-five (24
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hour) shifts at a time. Chris stayed in Ohio until their house sold, and moved
to Tehachapi in April 2015. He now works (kind of part time) for Tower Electric in Tehachapi as an electrician, and takes care of their two dogs, Otis and
Toki, while Jane is in LA. Their son Alex still lives in Tehachapi with his (now)
wife Kaitlyn, who is from Indiana, and works as an ER RN in Bakersfield.
Alex and Kaitlyn met their very first semester, freshman year at Purdue University. Colin remains in Ohio and visits several times a year.
Jane had seen the TCC church building while driving around Tehachapi, and
decided that she and Chris should attend the church based solely on how
“cute” the building was! They had been members of a Lutheran congregation
in Wooster (Chris had actually been a member of the same congregation
since he was a baby.) After attending a few services at other churches in
Tehachapi, they attended a service at TCC and immediately fell in love with
the extremely friendly and open minded congregation, and became members
in late 2015.
They currently like to spend their free time exploring California, and have a
long list of places that they would like to visit.

Editor's Note: We are happy to have Jane attend church when her very busy schedule
allows, as she is in the L.A. area much of the time. Chris has been a very willing member
of the Trustees, doing special projects, as well as supporting the other trustees. I especially appreciated when Chris, the electrician, volunteered with the help of Jan Roberts
holding the ladder, to install a new LED fixture over the church steps to safely light the
congregations' way for the Christmas Eve service. And they did this installation on the
coldest day I can ever remember in Tehachapi! - Laurie Betts

14th ANNUAL KIE FALL LECTURE:
Father Gregory Boyle:
Gangs and Social Enterprises:
The Ethics of Kinship
This program is sponsored by the Kegley Institute of
Ethics at CSUB, Dore Theatre.
If you plan to attend and would like to carpool, please
meet at the church at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
November 13th.
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