TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH - UCC
100 East “E” Street (661) 822-4443 office@tehachapi-ucc.org
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Dear Friends,

October - 2018

Greetings! Happy Fall! Pumpkins Rule! On the church calendar, this month will be a time
to celebrate orphans in Uganda and our Neighbors in Need in various ways. I look forward to several opportunities, especially our visit from Peter and Irene Keller on
Sunday, October 21st, and hearing about the children’s program we collectively help to
support. Steve and I are planning to visit the children at Pearls of Africa next summer,
God willing. I pray that political turmoil in Uganda will be managed peacefully, for the
good of all. I pray a similar prayer for my own country and community as we head into our
midterm elections.
This will be an electric month for many citizens who are charged up and ready to participate in the civil (?) arena. Voting is a right we should cherish and I hope that every one of
us will educate ourselves about ballot initiatives, pray over our decisions, and exercise
this freedom we possess. I am so grateful for the lives that have been given to support
our nation and its freedoms. I figure the least I can do is vote. As a pastor, I hope that
Christian teachings will infuse our hearts and minds as we wrestle with complex issues.
Imagine us being Christ-like citizens in these next several weeks. Imagine being Christlike with others who oppose us. Can we be loving to those we perceive as political
enemies?
Jesus was political. He challenged unjust practices and supported the poor and outcasts,
all those who didn’t have a vote. He told us to look after children and by welcoming them,
we welcome him and the one who sent him. He rebuked rulers, yet, he taught love for
everyone. It’s not easy to follow in his footsteps. If my self-interests aren’t being
challenged, there’s a good chance I may not be following him. I may need to vote
against myself on some things for the good of others.
Some of you may be cringing to read a pastor’s words about voting. Am I being too
political? What does that mean anyway? A Google search shows many things labeled
“too political,” these days, including: the Supreme Court, other courts, judges, various
branches of government, branches of national security, television shows, news channels,
movies, celebrities, athletes, football, the Pope, the church, etc. If nearly everything is too
political, what does that mean? Where does that leave us?
[continued on next page]

Churches have always been involved in the political arena - sometimes by speaking out
and sometimes by remaining silent. How can a church find the “just right” amount of
involvement in politics? The church failed during the Holocaust to be political enough. The
church failed during slavery, leaving people in chains and using the bible to justify its position. One could argue that the church is not political enough pushing back on mass incarceration and allowing the death penalty to stand. Christians have always been
involved in politics, because life, death, marriage, rights to worship, the treatment of
people and our planet, basically anything that matters, is both religious and political.
My prayer is to be more Christ-like, but Jesus suffered and died being too political for
some. We are going to be political and we should be political, but I believe we should also
be Christ-like in our love, respect and willingness to listen to others with an open mind,
allowing the Spirit to guide our thoughts and interactions. The Spirit rests in all of us and
we can’t learn what the Spirit has to offer when our minds are set and made up. If you
find yourself in a tense political situation, keep in mind that this is October. Find yourself
a pumpkin spice latte, a piece of pie, and a bit of humor and humility. Swallow your pride,
ask for forgiveness when needed, and let the peace of pumpkins and Christ rule in your
heart.
Blessings,
Pastor Nancy

The Global Missions Team will be selling raffle tickets on two handmade quilts,
through Sunday, October 21st. All money raised will be donated to the Pearls of
Africa Children’s Home for the purchase of a house. Be sure to get your tickets from
any member of the Global Mission Team.
Irene and Peter Keller will be with us for worship on October 21st, and they will provide
more information about the Children’s Home and the effort to raise money for a permanent home.
♦●♦
If you would like additional information on this worthy
project, please check out their website at
www.pearlschildrensfund.org.

NEIGHBORS IN NEED
SPECIAL OFFERING
Sunday, October 7th
This is the UCC’s
annual offering to
support ministries
of justice and compassion throughout
the United States,
including the
Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM), justice and advocacy efforts, and direct service
projects funded by the UCC’s
Justice and Witness Ministries.
We ask that you give generously
to this special offering support
these ministries!

TREASURER’S REPORT
August—2018
Income - $8,128.65
Expense 8,586.99
Deficit - $ 458.34
Offerings totaled $4,751.50.Due
to the income from the grant received in the amount of $1,500,
we had a low deficit this month.
So far $2,400 has come in from
various fund raisers. We are planning more small fund raisers.
Until next month,

Joanne Beckett, Treasurer
♦●♦
PLEASE NOTE:
CHANGE IN FACILITY USE
RESERVATIONS:

Sandy, our Secretary, is NO
LONGER HANDLING requests
for use of Friendship Hall or any
other church facilities. Please
contact Joanne Beckett, 661
972-6508, who now handles
reservations for all facility use.
Please direct all requests for
facility to HER, including requests
to “save the date,” to ensure that
your reservation is on the
calendar.

Heart Rhythm
Meditation
One of our members, Porter
Underwood, has had extensive
study in the practice of meditation. He is offering to provide instruction, prior to worship, from
9:30-10:30 a.m., beginning on
Sunday, October 14th. The
group will meet in the church
basement.
We invite you to come and
see how this might supplement
your worship and your health!

MEALS ON WHEELS
Our congregation has been
asked again to deliver Meals
on Wheels to seniors and shut
-ins weekdays from Monday,
October 8th, through Friday,
October 19th, a two-week
period. One driver and a
second person to deliver to the
door is helpful, but one person
can manage nicely. The driver
may be asked to provide proof
of auto insurance and to show
their driver's license.
We also need two people to
sign up as back up, just in case
someone has to cancel.
The clip board with sign-up
sheets is on the table inside
the Friendship Hall door each
Sunday.

VISITOR’S PACKETS
Just a reminder to make sure
that any guests visiting our
church receive a TCC gift bag.
We want to ensure that our visitors will remember our
hospitality!

Please volunteer for this pleasant and worthwhile service!

WOMEN WHO WINE
A dozen women enjoyed our
third Sunday get together in
September, generously hosted
by Sonja Wilson. We invite all
women to attend these fun
occasions.

At our October 21st meeting we
will invite the men to join us in a
WWW fundraiser to celebrate
the Pearls of Africa Children’s
Home, as the Kellers will be
attending our church service and
joining us for lunch.
We will be fund raising to help
complete the purchase of a permanent home for the children.
The place and time will be
announced. We hope you will
join us!

Join our
Chime Choir!
The Burton Chime
Choir needs new
members. A number
of members have
left for various
reasons. As we hope you have
noticed, chimes make beautiful
music. Some of us do not have
a music background; yet, as we
each only usually play two
chimes, most anyone can learn
to play these beautiful sounding instruments. There is nothing more fun than making
music! All that is asked of anyone is that he/she commit to
coming to practice each
Sunday from noon-1:00 p.m.
We would love to have younger
members of our church be a
part of us too.
Please contact Helen Halasey,
hhalasey@yahoo.com, or
661-802-1694, and come give
this fun experience a try!

Member Profile …
Edna’s Tale ...
I was born in NYC in 1941, where my folks were superintendents of a tenement. My Mom bought a house in Flushing Queens in 1943, and moved our
family including my brother, grandma, and uncle out of the city. My grandma
and Dad died when I was 8, and Mom supported the family with multiple jobs
involving restaurant and kitchen work. My Mom and I lived in Hollis and
Queens Village, where she died in 1961.

Mike’s Tale …
I was born on a snowy December 30, 1938 in Brooklyn, NY. I lived there until
I was 17. I went to grade school there, and prep school in Manhattan. During
prep school, I worked in a Wall St. office. After graduating prep, I served in
the Army. Returned home, and shortly after had the great fortune to meet and
marry the love of my life. I graduated from CUNY in 1967, and obtained a job
with the Navy Lab at China Lake. I stayed with the Navy for the rest of my
career, and retired in 1991. I currently am a Docent at the Railroad Depot,
and do the Humane Society newsletter.

Our Tale …
Mike and I met “in the neighborhood” after his family moved there in 1959.
When we decided to marry, we visited many denominations to find the
church for us because Mike had been raised Catholic and I a Protestant. We
knew Holliswoods Community Church was “the one” as soon as we walked
in! We were married on Easter Sunday, 1962, and were active members until we left Queens Village, NY in 1967.
After taking a 30 day trip cross country in 1964, we decided to move to California. Mike finished college, took the Federal test, and received a job offer in
China Lake. I was excited about the lake prospect until we saw it was “dry.”
We arrived in Ridgecrest in January of 1967, and our first daughter, Laurie,
was born at the local hospital in May. We enjoyed our time in the desert and,
during that time, became acquainted with Tehachapi.
(continued on the following page)
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We were active in the Methodist Church in Ridgecrest, as well as Santee and
Escondido, our other California moves before retiring in Tehachapi. We
taught Sunday school for over 30 years. I attended college over time for my
Early Childhood Education Degree, and started teaching part time when our
youngest daughter, born in 1970, was in kindergarten. I was hired to establish and direct a Day Care Center in 1982. I did that until I joined Mike in
retirement in 1992. Mike had retired two years earlier.
We retired to Tehachapi in 1994 after looking at many California foothill
areas. We attended several churches over the 24 years we have been here,
and are happy to be settled in TCC. We travel a good deal to visit family and
friends, as well as take long vacations, so we are not as active at church as
we might like. Mike is one of the money counters and I am on the Community
Service Team. Our daughter Laurie and her husband Jerry live in Rancho
Bernardo, CA, and Lynette and Bob are in Eldorado Hills, CA. Our godson
and his dear family live in Simi Valley. They all keep us on the road a lot!
I am passionate about the use of herbs, and have written and lectured about
them since 1996. I now write a monthly column for the Tehachapi Loop. Mike
takes pictures for the column, and maintains our herb Website at
www.herbbasket.net. He is an outstanding graphic designer and woodworker. He designed and built much of our furniture, including a grandfather
clock.

*Editor’s note: Edna and Mike are conscientious and always willing to do their part.
Edna, as part of the Community Services ministry has published and distributed a wonderful guide to Tehachapi community services. You can count on them stepping in to help
wherever they see a need!
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