
 

 

      

   TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CHURCH  -  UCC 

100 East “E” Street    (661) 822-4443   office@tehachapi-ucc.org   
Rev. Nancy Bacon, Pastor 

September - 2018 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings!  Soon the heat will decrease and hopefully the wildfires. Fall is on its 
way. I hope you’ve enjoyed the summer - those water balloons at 4-Island Lake were 
so much fun!   
 
My heart is full of thanks to Linda for arranging our wonderful service at the lake and for 
Laurie assisting her. I am also so very thankful to Jan Roberts, Linda, Darrell, Wayne and 
our Global Missions Team for leading worship while I led worship in Santa Barbara on 
August 12th. I hope all enjoyed trying something a bit different for a change. I shared with 
the Santa Barbara UCC what its been like for some of us to do mission work at Alberque 
Las Memorias in Tijuana and invited them to join us next time we go. They gave me a sti-
pend which I was able to donate back to our Global Missions endeavors. Yay. It is good 
to participate with our wider church and work together. 
 
This fall, our church has received a grant to purchase some curriculum for our children 
that can also benefit our adults. We will move away from the weekly lectionary some in 
order to learn important basic stories of our faith. There will be drama. Stay tuned. We 
also have a brave new Worship Task Force forming. If you would like to be a part of that, 
by all means, let me know. We need creative, artsy, talented folks and others who might 
simply be good sports. It takes a team of folks to create the best worship as we SEEP  
In ancient stories to enlighten our faith journeys today. Come and be playfully and prayer-
fully brave with us! 
 
Some plans for children and youth events are also being devised. If you’re family is inter-
ested in a fun weekend at camp, October 5-7, please let me know!  Our church camp,  
Pilgrim Pines, is precious, fun, and the food is great. Lifelong relationships get made at 
camp all the time. It is good to be together at camp, with s’mores, and apple pie, and 
games, and even waltzing bears. 
 
Blessings All, 
 
Pastor Nancy  
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What’s in a Worship? 
 
This past quarter in Seminary, I took a required class called “Fundamentals of Worship.” 
The title alone makes one think we will learn exactly what the baseline should be for any 
given Sunday, right down to who stands where and says what. Well… not so much the 
case! It has been a refreshing experience to learn that there is a lot of fluidity when it 
comes to the structure of worship. I have come to understand that it is more important to 
embrace the core disciplines of worship, which my seminary defines as: Sabbath-
keeping, confession, praise, gathering & sending, communion, prayer, enacting the pro-
phetic, and reading & proclaiming the Word. Some of these we excel at every Sunday, 
and some of these we are left questioning our level of participation. This is okay! No 
church worships perfectly, and God knows this. 
 
For one of my assignments, I was instructed to go to other worship services to learn how 
people connect with God. I’ve been to an Episcopalian service, Catholic Mass, Latter Day 
Saints service, and a Celebrate Recovery worship. In every instance, I was able to identi-
fy which core disciplines they embrace the most, which brought me great joy. Additionally, 
the class material, lectures, and presentations from this class opened my eyes (and my 
heart) to how other cultures around the world celebrate Christian worship.  
 
Many of us got a taste of how worship could be experienced differently 
this past month, when our Global Missions team held a worship ser-
vice in Friendship hall. I loved it, and felt that it gave glory to God while 
at the same time teaching us about our neighbors. I hope that we 
could do something like this again! Of course, my heart is always with 
our traditional Sunday worship as well. Its structure, openness, and 
love has taught me a lot about how I approach and celebrate God. So 
as we move forward, my prayers are now going to include guidance for 
worship, as different perspectives help everyone worship our Almighty! 
 
Ron Pilling 

ADULT EDUCATION 9:00 A.M. TOPICS 
 

     Sunday - September 2 - NO ADULT ED  (Holiday weekend) 
 
     Sunday - September 9 - NO ADULT ED (Our new Worship Task Force  
                                                                        will meet at this time instead.) 
 
     Sunday - September 16 - Compassion: The Heart of Jesus’ Ministry 
 
     Sunday - September 23 - Creative Transformation 
 
     Sunday - September 30 - Embracing Mystery 
  

Come join the discussions! 



 

 

 
ONE BOOK,  

ONE BAKERSFIELD,  
ONE KERN - 

 
Every September–October, Kern 
County Libraries promote One Book, 
One Bakersfield, One Kern (The One 
Book Project), encouraging the entire 
community to share experiences relat-
ed to a single book through discus-
sions, educational programming, and 
entertainment. The read is meant to 
pull a community together, cross cul-
tural divides, and enhance understand-
ing of our diversity, all while supporting  
literacy.  
 
The chosen book this year is  
Incarceration Nations, by Bad 
Dreisinger. The book is described as 
"An odyssey through prison systems 
across the world…{sharing) human 
stories of incarcerated men and wom-
en, and those who imprison them,  
creating a jarring, poignant view of a 
world to which most are denied  
access, and a rethinking of one of 
America’s most far-reaching global  
exports: the modern prison complex.”   
 
Tehachapi Community Church 
will host a sack lunch community 
book discussion on Thursday,  
September 20

th
 from 12-1:30 p.m. 

Enjoy reading and join the discus-
sion! 

 
INTERFAITH WORSHIP 

 
Mill Creek Church,  
Disciples of Christ  

Sunday, September 2
nd

  
4:00 p.m. 

 
We will talk about “Bread” and break 

bread together, then walk to the Mesa 
Verde Detention Center to pray. 

 
All are welcome! 

 

 
WELLNESS GROUP  

 
Life is tricky. Our minds, bodies & 
spirits benefit by learning skills to de-
crease stress and process trauma. If 
you would like to practice mind-body 
skills to decrease anxiety and be in a 
supportive group, please contact 
Rev. Nancy Bacon. This is not a 
therapy group, although Rev. Bacon 
is a licensed Marriage & Family Ther-
apist and has studied with the Center 
for Mind Body Medicine. 
 
Space is limited. Please call Rev.  
Bacon at 661-900-5536, by  
August 31

st
 to reserve your spot.  

 
A suggested donation of $10/week/
person will be given to the church. 
We will meet on Tuesdays, from 
3:30-5:00 p.m., September 4th-
October 23rd, in the church base-
ment. You can learn about the  
Center for Mind Body Medicine  
at www.cmbm.org. 
 
  



 

 

 

You’re Invited 
to a Party!  

Please come to a special, mile-
stone birthday party for 

Jolene Dinsmore, hosted by 
her family. 

 
Saturday, September 8th 

2:30 p.m. 

In Friendship Hall 

Tehachapi Community 
Church 

100 East “E” Street 
 
 
 
 

A light lunch will be served, so 

please RSVP to the following indi-

viduals if you will be able to attend: 

Julie Bulloch - 661-823-7923 or 

 
ALL-CHURCH POTLUCK 

 
Sunday, September 23

rd 

In Friendship Hall 
 

Reminder … As we try to be con-

serving, please bring your own  

table service so that we don’t have 

to provide paper/plastic products. 

Please place your dish on the serv-

ing table after worship, along with 

a serving utensil. 

 
 

 WOMEN WHO WINE  
(WWW) 

 
Our women’s group, Women Who 
Wine (or don’t), WWW, will meet 
on our usual 3

rd
 Sunday of the 

month, September 16
th

, at 2:00 
p.m., at the home of Sonja Wil-
son, 1390 Tanglewood, in Teha-
chapi.  
 
All women are welcome to attend 
this fun get together, where we all 
get to know each other better. You 
may bring along snacks, if you 
wish.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like further information, 
contact  Laurie Betts via email at 
rude.betts@gmail.com  

 

Save the Date   

Fall Fun 4 All & 
Apple Pie Day  

October 5-7, 2018 

Pilgrim Pines Camp &  

Conference Center 
 

Registration at  

http://www.pilgrimpinescamp.org/
events.html.  

http://www.pilgrimpinescamp.org/events.html
http://www.pilgrimpinescamp.org/events.html


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

July 2018 
 
 
      Income $10,844.01 
     Expense   11,936.48 
     Deficit  $  1,092.47 
 
 
Offerings for the month were 
$8,859.51. 
 
This was the month we pay the last 
of Property, Liability & Worker’s 
Comp., amounting to $1561.75. 
We also paid the quarterly expense 
for the Pastor’s Annuity & Life In-
surance, which was $1500. 
 
The checking account balance was 
so low that, on July 2, we needed 
to transfer $7,000 from savings in  
order to cover the expenses for  
upcoming months. 
 
Thanks to Mary Horton, we made  
approximately $250 selling parking  
spots in our parking lot for those at-
tending the Mountain Festival. In 
addition, we received $250 in reve-
nue from the Parking Lot Sale. 
These funds were added to our in-
come for the month of August! 
 
Until next month, 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Treasurer 
 
 
 
 

 
TOUR OF THAI  MOUNTAIN 

SPIRIT CENTER 

BUDDHIST TEMPLE ON 202  

September 30th - 2:00 p.m. 

Have you wondered what that lotus 
blossom stands for in the complex 
on the south side of 202 with the 
small flags at the entrance?  Well, 
that is a Thai Buddhist temple!   
 
On Sunday, September 30

th
, at 

2:00p.m., we will be given a tour of 
the temple by Judith Levin, the 
layperson who lives on the grounds   
We have seen the Korean Buddhist 
temple in Sand Canyon, now we 
can also find out about the Thai.  
 
Judith, a native San Franciscan, is 
very knowledgeable and is eager to 
show us the center of her religion.  
 
We will meet for lunch at a local 
restaurant before visiting the  
temple. Please join us and RSVP to 
Laurie Betts, rude.betts@gmail.com 

 

 



 

 

 
PARKING LOT SALE 

 
It was suggested some time ago that we have a sale this summer on our 
parking lot. So it took place on Saturday, August 11th from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Thank you to the following for all their help: Nick Smirnoff, Darrell Beck 
and Jim Carmichael put up and took down the tables used in the sale; 
Mary Horton sold water and muffins; Help & Hope came and took all left 
overs away; Jan Roberts provided our signage; Phyllis Belcher handled 
publicity; and Joanne Beckett made sure all was going well. These individ-
uals were all recipients of the coveted Golden Shoes award! 
 
The following people from church participated in the sale: Nina Blackwell, Phyllis Belch-
er, Joanne Beckett, Carol Coleman, Terry, Jacquie & Isaiah Lawrence, Wayne & Robyn 
Thompson, and Linda Carmichael got the American Legion Women’s Auxiliary involved. 
Walter & Julie Bullock wanted to be there, as well as Barbara Oberg, but unfortunately 
they could not make it. We all sold items, made some money and had a good time to-
gether, even though it was hot! 
 
We had a good crowd from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., but decided to end at 2 p.m. as crowd was 
thinning and the wind was starting to cause problems. All told it was a great event. Just 
getting together was fun. We did make $250 from table sales and are looking forward to 
doing another similar event in 2019. 
 
       Joanne Beckett 

 
 



 

 

 

WORSHIP AT 4-ISLAND LAKE 
(photos submitted by Patrick Pine, Moderator) 



 

 

 

Member Profile …  
Anita Pritchard 

 
Many aspects of my childhood belong to someone born in 
the first part of the 20th century rather than the middle. I 
grew up on a farm/ranch in northeastern Montana, which I 
always claimed was the most isolated place in the U.S. 
Using vast data sets and algorithms, researchers at Ox-
ford University empirically verified this claim. Okay, the 
most isolated place is Glasgow, Montana which is 50 
miles to the west, but it's close enough. We didn't have 
modern amenities like electricity, running water, or flush 

toilets until I was 10 years old or so. Television came along much later. And 
gravel roads everywhere. This is all trivia, of course. What matters is that my 
four sisters and I were raised by competent, intelligent, loving, morally 
grounded parents. And for that I am grateful. 
 
There was no money for college and this was before college loans, so I  
entered the vast pink-collar work force and worked in an office for a year or 
so. At the age of 19, I moved to California by myself. In this I was part of the 
vast movement of young people from rural to urban areas which offered 
more opportunities. In southern California, I  made twice as much money as 
in Montana, the living costs were about the same, and best of all college was 
free. That avenue of upward mobility is now basically closed. The good pay-
ing jobs are located in urban areas where living costs are very high. 
 
In quick order, I worked and attended Fullerton Junior College (as it was 
called then), married and put my husband through school (women were ex-
pected to set aside their plans and put their husband first back then), and 
gave birth to my oldest daughter, Kristiane.  
 
After graduating, Jim accepted a teaching job at Arvin High. Amy was born 
while we lived in Arvin. We moved to Bakersfield and I finished college at  
Cal State, Bakersfield (as it was called then) with a major in political science. 
 
I wanted to continue my education, and Jim paid me back by supporting this 
goal. I was awarded a four-your fellowship to Ohio State University, so I was 
able to complete a Ph.D. without debt. This was incredibly generous of the 
taxpayers of Ohio. The entire family moved to Columbus, where I completed 
a doctorate program in political science. We moved back to Bakersfield (we 
kept our home) where I wrote my dissertation and, less happily, Jim and I  
divorced.  
(         continued on the following page) 



 

 

Anita Pritchard (continued) 
 
My teaching career was at Florida Atlantic University, one of the universities 
in the Florida state university system. It is located in Boca Raton on the  
Atlantic coast, 50 miles north of Miami. It was and is a beautiful area with a 
subtropical climate and foliage. I loved my career in academe which I found 
to be endlessly interesting and stimulating. There were always new students 
and new ideas.  
 
When I retired five years ago, I moved to Tehachapi near my daughter Amy, 
her husband Eric, and two granddaughters, Josephine and Carli. My oldest 
daughter Kristiane is married and lives west of Pittsburgh, where her  
husband is a materials engineer for a steel company. 
 
This move proved to be a good decision. I like California (now some of the 
candidates I vote for actually win), I like Tehachapi, and I love living near 
family and especially being part of Josephine and Carli's lives. And I enjoy 
belonging to the UCC congregation. 

_________________ 
 
Editor’s Note:  Anita is currently Team in Kern Team, as well as Global Missions. Anita is Leader for the 
Personnel & Pastoral/Parish Relations Team. She also serves on the Faith  one of the first ones to wel-
come new members and visitors, and can often be seen helping out in the kitchen, when necessary. She 
has been a blessing to the church. 

 
RECYCLING NEWS ... 
 
Did you know we have recycling bins in the back of Friendship 
Hall? Do you know that you can recycle more than just glass, 
newspapers and aluminum cans? Did you know that non-
recycled plastics cause more of an environmental problem than 
almost any other material (approximately 6.3 billion tons end 
up in landfills or the ocean)? 
 
The Environmental Ministry Team would like to host a recycling event in 
Friendship Hall, Sunday, September 9, 2018, at 12:30 pm (after coffee 
hour). We hope to discuss what and how to recycle discarded items, have 
FIELD discuss what they do, and show a video about the increasing problems 
associated with waste disposal.  Refreshments will be served.    
 
Carol Rush 
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