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Dear Friends,
Greetings! It is lovely to go on vacation, but also good to be back home. I hope you
are enjoying your summer travels and staying healthy!
Part of the reason I like to travel is that I find any trip, short or long, near or far, has
the ability to give me new perspectives. This summer’s vacation was no different.
We were blessed to see lovely things and learn a lot about lava, both inside a lava
tube cavern and out on a boat watching it pour into the ocean. These were remarkable outings. Yes, we loved Waikiki Beach and yes, we loved colorful sand beaches,
the sea turtles, kayaking, and snorkeling, but we laughed the most and were deeply
touched by the quirky kindness of several people we met along the way. I think we
might agree that perhaps the best parts of our trip were Darrell, Bill, Gary, and
“Dangerous” Don.
One day, plans were upset; a woman in our group couldn’t find her cell phone. We
stopped everything while all hunted in earnest. The third time I tried calling her
number, a man named Darrell answered. He had seen the phone on the edge of the
road and nearly ran over it. We realized that the phone had gone for a ride atop its
owner’s car and Darrell, a blue collar worker, met us on his break from work to return it. He refused to accept any money for his troubles, but waved us away with the
blessing, “Aloha!”
After a super early morning flight, Steve, Whitney and I immediately drove to a Kona coffee farm. There we met Bill, who had spent a lifetime in politics working in
Washington, D.C. until he found this farm a couple of years back. His greatest joy
(continued on next page)

on earth was to serve as a concierge, congenially, over cups of coffee, giving his best
tips about what we should do with the time we had on the island. He sent us on our
way to see an amazing painted church, a beach the locals go to where the snorkeling
is the best in the islands, and he told us about some lava tube caverns that are not yet
in any travel guide books. He told us to ask for Gary.
Bill’s gracious hospitality was spot on, and we altered our plans to follow his suggestions. We met Gary inside a yurt, which contained a large map of Hawaii. Gary
educated us all about volcanoes and the geology of the island. He had the best sense
of humor and he LOVED musical theater, so he and Whitney became sighing soul
mates discussing their favorite productions. Gary took us through an amazing big
cave, which was very interesting, but the belly laughs we experienced when he honestly told us about his community were priceless.
And then there was Don, Dangerous Don, as he refers to himself. Don drove the 4wheeler that carted our nearly sun-burned bodies home from a long dry hike. Don
told us the story of his life, how his wife died, but that she was mean, so it was OK.
His dry sense of humor matched the arid terrain, and he kept us shaking our heads
with his inappropriate funny odds comments.
What I learned so intensely on this trip was the power of relationships and hospitality. The bible describes hospitality as one of ancient Israel’s highest values. The
simple power of making someone feel welcome and cared for is one of humanity’s
greatest gifts. Relationships are key to everything. May your travels near and far
bring you into relationship with others, and may you see the Divine hand in the love
offered either by quirky strangers or by quirky you.
Blessings,
Pastor Nancy

NEW ADDRESSES
Esther Burdine
c/o Jeanine Burdine
514 1/2 E. Santa Paula St.
Santa Paula, CA 93060
Jolene Dinsmore
6401 Center Street, Apt. 237
Clayton, CA 94517

Robert McLeod
Joshua Springs Senior Living
2995 Desert Sky Blvd.
Bullhead City, AZ 86442

SAVE THE
DATE !!
“PARKING LOT SALE”
SATURDAY, AUGUST 11TH
TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY
CHURCH
9AM - 3PM
GET YOUR TABLE NOW!
$25 EACH
SELL WHAT YOU WANT:
KEEP THE PROFITS
SET UP: 7-9AM SATURDAY
FOR INFO & SIGN UP SHEET:
CONTACT JOANNE BECKETT

ATTENTION:
CHIME
CHOIR
The Burton Chime Choir
will resume practice again
in August.

CHURCH AT THE LAKE!
SUNDAY, AUGUST 19TH
4-ISLAND LAKE
in
BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS
SERVICES WILL BEGIN AT
10:30AM, FOLLOWED BY A
POTLUCK LUNCH AND GAMES
(for ALL ages)
Wear your picnic attire
(swimsuits, if desired,) bring
your kayaks, inner tubes, paddle boards, etc…
Bring a dish (or two) to share,
along with a serving spoon.
Plates, forks, and cups will be
provided. If you wish to drink
something besides water, bring
that too!
Please RSVP to Linda Flores (no
later than Aug. 12th) if you
need a gate pass and/or directions: linda31591@att.net or
(661) 821-0621

GLOBAL MISSIONS
Breaking News!
by Jan Roberts

Pearls of Africa Children's Home: Buying a
house for our Pearls of
Africa kids has just been
jump-started by two generous and warm-hearted TCC members!
MAIN HOUSE

The total now needed to be raised has dropped
from $9000 to just under $8500. Last year, of the many other supporters
of Pearls of Africa around the country, our little church raised the largest
amount. It seems we are on track to do that again in 2018! Thank you for
seeing the face of God reflected in the faces of these thirty precious children so far away.
As you may know, Rosette and all those children moved into the house we
want to buy, in June. They only had their bunk beds and a few chairs
from the old house--the kids had to eat sitting on the floor. However, one
of Peter Keller's travelers to Uganda in July was so charmed by the kids,
that she donated enough money for new dining room furniture and more
needs. Delicious friendship--love abounding. Surely we are called to do
no less.
If you can help in any way toward our goal, please see Pearls Board members Jan Roberts or Joanne Beckett, or Pastor Nancy. Pearls of Africa
Children's Fund is a 501(c)(3) non-profit. Donations are tax deductible;
pearlschildrensfund.org for more information.

PEACE TO THE WORLD

ADULT EDUCATION IS BACK!
Join us Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. (Friendship Hall) for thought provoking
discussions about theology. These courses begin with a video conversation by
different modern theologians, and invite group response. The series is entitled,
“Living the Questions 2.0: An Introduction to Progressive Christianity,” and we
will cover the below topics over the next several weeks.
July 29 - Social Justice: Realizing God’s Vision
Aug 5 - Incarnation: Divinely Human
Aug 12 - GLOBAL MISSIONS SERVICE—NO ADULT ED
Aug 19 - CHURCH AT THE LAKE — NO ADULT ED
Aug 26 - Prayer: Intimacy with God
Sept 2 - Compassion: the Heart of Jesus’ Ministry
Sept 9 - Creative Transformations
Sept 16 - Embracing Mystery
Come and join the discussions!

“WOMEN WHO WINE” (or not)
The wine and cheese on the patio at Laurie and Peter Betts' home
had to be moved into the air conditioning, as Sunday, July 15th, was
a very warm day. Eleven of us gathered around the coffee table and
sipped refreshments while catching up on our lives since our last get
together. This TCC women's group is a great way for all of the
women to become better acquainted. We always have lots of laughs,
and sometimes some choked-up moments, too.
As we want to try to maintain
our third Sunday slot, we will
not hold WWW in August, as
that Sunday we will be attending
church service at BVS's 4-Island
Lake. Our next get together will
be Sunday, September 16th, the
location to be announced later.

SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY TEAM

Steve and Nancy Bacon

Local LGBTQ+ activists, with
help from Stephanie Smith from
the Faith in Kern Ministry at
TCC, cooperated in organizing
Tehachapi’s first public Pride
event June 30th, in the Philip
Marx Central Park. Over 100
attendees came from Tehachapi,
Lancaster, and as far away as
Los Angeles, for food and fellowship.

The Faith in Kern Ministry, assisted by Faith in the Valley Kern community organizer Alex Gonzalez, planned and held a “Know Your Rights”
event on May 30TH, at Friendship Hall. Ms. Rosa Lopez, an organizer
for ACLU Southern California in Bakersfield, conducted the training in
Spanish for approximately 25 attendees. The training concentrated on the
rights of immigrants when encountering immigration officials in the
workplace, home, during traffic stops, and other common situations.

Annual Gathering of the Southern California/Nevada Conference of the
UCC - Patrick Pine, Moderator
The first Friday and Saturday of June, the UCC Southern California/Nevada Conference held its Annual Gathering at the beautiful Chapman College campus in Orange, CA, near Disneyland.
Tehachapi Community Church was represented this year by Steve Bacon and Patrick Pine as delegates. Rev. Nancy Bacon attended as a minister.
We stayed in dormitory rooms on the campus, which were Spartan but convenient
with good security including covered parking. There were group meals in the main
student center, and group lunches also occurred in large classrooms/conference
rooms. There was a reception on Friday evening. We were blessed with very nice
weather.
The Annual Gathering consists of four components. There are worship services
held at the beginning and end of the Gathering, as well as service on the second
morning. Very talented musicians participate and lead the services. The main
worship setting is a beautiful modern sanctuary. There are multiple business sessions or plenaries where various bylaw changes, policies, and resolutions are considered. There are breakout sessions on a variety of topics, held in classrooms
and conference rooms. And there are several opportunities to meet others from
other churches and organizations during the worship assemblies and meal breaks.
This year there were few business decisions that had an impact on our congregation. But there were discussions which revealed that there are many churches in
the region that are smaller than our congregation. I was mildly surprised at that.
Many of the delegates indicated that they faced challenges regarding funding and
maintaining membership. We met one minister who leads an online ministry for
people in remote locations. We also met members and ministers from larger congregations. There were presentations on different styles of worship and music.
There were sessions on governance and financing. There were sessions on communications. There were sessions recognizing long serving ministers and staff
and congregations celebrating milestone anniversaries.
I did attend the lunch for representatives of ONA (Open and Affirming) churches. I
learned that about 40% of the congregations in the conference have elected to be
ONA. That is reportedly well above the national level which is about 25%, and the
highest level in the country.
I was honored to represent our congregation and felt I learned much, and met several people who inspired me. If you have the opportunity to attend a future Annual
Gathering I highly recommend doing so. I have attached some photos (see next
page) from the gathering – mainly of the beautiful Chapman campus.

Annual Gathering of the Southern California/Nevada
Conference of the UCC
(photos submitted by Patrick Pine, Moderator)

TREASURER’S
REPORT— June 2018
by Joanne Beckett

ENVIRONMENTAL
MINISTRY TEAM
By Robyn Thompson
On September 9th, 2018, the Tehachapi Congregational Church will
offer new information regarding
recycling. This is such a quickly
changing topic that it is difficult
to keep up with the changes. So
if you are interested in learning a
bit more, join us in the Friendship
Hall at 1 PM.
Possible topics will be:


What and how to recycle discarded items



Have a FIELD representative
discuss what they do at our
church



Watch a video about increasing
problems associated with waste
disposal

Refreshments will be served.
Please join the Environmental
Ministry Team

INCOME
EXPENSE
DEFICIT

$7,729.50
$9,968.00
$2,238.50

Offering income was $5,916.00
Going into the “lean” months of
summer with less income expected
in this quarter: June – August.

MONTHLY POTLUCK
Our potluck at 4-Island Lake
(August 19th) will take the place of
our usual 4th Sunday potluck this
month.

NAME TAGS
In doing our part to make visitors
feel comfortable, be sure to wear
your name tag! Knowing other’s
name goes a long way in making
us all feel at home. Ask Jan Roberts if you need a new badge.
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