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Dear Friends,
Greetings! It seems impossible that it is JUNE. This year is flying along, perhaps because we’ve
been so active. I’m still savoring my flavored olive oil from our women’s trip to Paso Robles’
vineyards, and I’m still moved by the hike and tour to Tomo-Kahni State Park. We learned so
much about the “Winter Village” of the local Nuwa people. It was fascinating to imagine women
grinding acorns in their “kitchen” and seeking fertility blessings at a ritual site, while men had
their gathering places for planning a hunt and doing ceremonies.
Some of our adventurous members also went on pilgrimage to Manzanar this spring, and we heard
Patrick Pine talk about that moving experience.
In early June, a few of us will go to our conference’s annual gathering at Chapman University to
represent our church and bring back information from the conference. In mid-June, some will trek
to Tijuana to bring supplies and our support to our mission partner, the AIDS/HIV shelter, Albergue Las Memorias.
In late June, I will swap pulpits with a local pastor, Cindy Lawler, on June 24th. Cindy is Rev.
Lewis Wakeland’s daughter and she grew up in our church. She knew the place well. She is now
a Methodist pastor, living in Tehachapi, but serving a church in Lake Isabella. Steve and I will be
in Lake Isabella attending a wedding and reception that Saturday evening, so I proposed the idea to
Cindy of us just swapping worship at each other’s churches that Sunday. It will save us each some
driving, and I hope you enjoy hearing Cindy speak and that she may share some old stories. I will
say “hi” from our church to hers.
As you go about your travels this summer, please take some pictures to share with all of us later.
We will enjoy having a slide show with popcorn after summer is over, for folks to do some show
and tell about their travels. Travel is more than just fun. We learn by experiencing things in different cultures, and some of those learnings are life changing. We want to hear your life changing
stories.
Happy June, Happy Travels,
Pastor Nancy

VISIT TO TOMO KAHNI STATE PARK
By Laurie Betts

Saturday, May 12th, was a cool and calm day for the visit to the State
Historic Park in Sand Canyon, Tomo Kahni. Nancy Bacon, Edna
McCallion, Anne and Mike Kirkpatrick, Cameryn Stein, and Laurie
Betts enjoyed the over four hour tour of the Park.
The website says, "Tomo-Kahni State Historic Park was created as a unit of
California State Parks in 1993 to protect and preserve the integrity of this
unique site. Nestled atop a ridge in the Tehachapi Mountains, overlooking
Sand Canyon to the east and the Tehachapi valley to the west, Tomo-Kahni, or
'Winter Village,' was the site of a Kawaiisu (Nuwa) village. The location was
likely chosen for its moderate temperature and plentiful resources. The Kawaiisu migrated from the Great Basin and made the Tehachapi their home for two
to three thousand years. The Kawaiisu are noted for their finely woven baskets
of intricate and colorful design." We also enjoyed seeing several areas which
had pictographs (drawings which were painted on rock) and one site with
a petroglyph (drawing by one rock scratching on another), one in an interesting
ceremonial cave. We all agreed that it was well worth the morning.

Ronald Richard Pilling Jr.
(in his own words)

I was born in Mission Hills, California in 1980. In my first year, my parents moved to Lancaster,
California, where I spent my youth. When I was 18, I left the desert for the Air Force, claiming I
would never return to the desert! I served in the Air Force for four years, with my longest stay at
Rammstein AFB, Germany. It was there that I met my wife, Margo. We were just friends back
then, and she separated from active duty a year before I did. After I discharged in 2002, I moved
to Bakersfield, California and started working at Kern Medical Center. During that time, I lived
the bachelor life, and eventually reconnected with Margo. We started dating in January 2007, and
got married in June 2008. Margo and my step-daughter Kaleigh (then 7 years old) moved to Bakersfield to live with me. My second daughter, Emma, was born in Bakersfield in May 2010. By
2011, we were struggling out in Bakersfield emotionally and financially, and decided to move to
Ridgecrest, California (Margo’s hometown.) The move proved to be very good for our family as
we planted roots out there.
In April 2012, Margo was diagnosed with a very rare and aggressive form of cancer. We took her
to USC, which housed the experts on this kind of cancer. Thankfully, we had excellent medical
coverage, which resulted in swift treatment. Up to this point in my life, I had been a “nonbeliever”, bouncing between atheism and agnosticism. It was during the long months of chemo
and uncertainty that I started speaking to God. God responded in kind, connecting me with people
who helped us through the trying times and introducing me to the Christian faith. Margo eventually healed up (and to this day is cancer free.) My Christian journey continued to blossom, and by
July 2014 I answered my calling to become a minister.
So here we are today: Emma is 8 years old, Kaleigh is 16 years old, and Margo and I are coming
up on our 10-year wedding anniversary. Both Margo and I have jobs at China Lake Naval Air
Weapons Station – She is a Public Affairs Officer and I am an Electronics Technician. The Department of Defense takes great care of us, and we are planning on retiring from those jobs. Margo serves in various volunteer efforts in town, and is passionate about making things right and fair
in the community. In addition to my Navy job, I am in Seminary and serve at our wonderful
church in youth ministry and LGBTQ outreach. As for hobbies, I enjoy travelling and tinkering
around with electronics and computers. I am not sure at this point where God is taking me with
my studies and ministry, but I remain open and humble to all the possibilities. It has been a heartwarming pleasure serving my Tehachapi family!
(Pastor’s Note: Ronald Pilling is an outstanding seminarian and our church’s amazing Ministry
Intern. Though he lives in Ridgecrest, he is an active participating member of our church here in
Tehachapi. You will see him fill in for me occasionally, and teach Sunday School the second Sunday of the month. Additionally, behind the
scenes, he is our church’s face of Facebook, posting regularly. He also is active
on our Education Team, and he serves as
Minister for our Open and Affirming Ministries. He has gone out into the community sharing pizza with high school students
at Gay Straight Alliance meetings, while
providing them a spiritual contact if they
wish pastoral support. We are blessed to
Ron said this photo best represented him and his
have him and his passion for ministry!)
family… :-)

“WOMEN WHO
WINE”
WWW will be taking a break
in June, as our usual meeting date falls
on Father’s Day.
Look for details next month, for our
July gathering!

TREASURER’S
REPORT

by Joanne Beckett

Income: $10,073.50
Expense: $10,821.22
Deficit: $ 747.72
Paid Life and Disability this quarter - $1550.
And SCNC-UCC per Capita of $600, which is
1st half of what we give.
Also coming up is balance due of Liability
Insurance for the year, due in June - $3100.

SANDY DAMERON is still recuperating from her recent surgery. Below
is the address if you would like to send
a card:
1121 West Valley Blvd, Suite I #308

Tehachapi 93561

RECOGNITION OF MARIA
& CINDY ROSALES-SOSA
Sunday, June 17th
Maria and Cindy have become a special part of our coffee hour, as they
have been doing the cleaning up for
us, sometimes aided by their dear
mother, Susana. Maria is just graduating from THS, and Maria has been
honored at a Quinceanera on her 15th
birthday. We wish to recognize the
girls during our service.

Small fund raisers (dinner parties with entertainment) etc, from anyone would be helpful.
GREENHOUSE FIELD TRIP
Have you seen the HUGE greenhouses in Cummings Valley and wondered what’s going on
inside? Fortunately, the V.P. of Operations, David Hutchinson, has been attending our church,
and he is offering an opportunity for some of us
to come and see the “Greenest Greenhouse”
with its modern computerized farming. I can’t
wait! The date set aside is Tuesday, June 12th
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. The tour size is limited
to 10 people, so please RSVP to Pastor Nancy at
revnbacon@gmail.com
to
reserve
your
spot. We could go to lunch after, and enjoy processing the experience.

MONTHLY POTLUCK
Sunday, June 24th
Our monthly potluck, on the
fourth Sunday, will be held in Friendship
Hall. We are encouraging everyone to
bring a dish to share, plus their table setup, including plate and flatware. Coffee cups will be provided. Please have
your dish on the buffet table with serving
piece as the potluck line begins. It is
helpful to have everyone be responsible
for setting up their dish and taking it
home.

GLOBAL MISSIONS by Jan Roberts
Notes from the Field

PEARLS OF AFRICA CHILDREN’S HOME: Our friends Peter and Irene Keller from
La Crescenta have just returned from a month in Uganda in sub-Saharan Africa. Peter is Executive
Director and while there, he and Irene found progress and problems with their two non-profit organizations, both supported by TCC.
Aid Africa is based in northern Uganda, and Pearls of Africa Children’s Home is located a short
drive from Lake Victoria and Kampala, the capital. As you can imagine, helping things go
smoothly from half-way around the globe is a real challenge for the Kellers and for the paid and
volunteer Ugandan staff members.
At Pearls of Africa Children’s Home, the ceiling of the
rental house is still held up with poles, and now cracks
are showing in a wall. Not safe for the twenty-eight
children who live there! Our hope is that the $16,000
already generously donated will help purchase a home
for our Pearls kids. No home loans in Uganda, so we
only need another $9000 to seal the deal on a safe, suitable, $25,000 house in the kids' same neighborhood. (Hint: It's tax deductible!)
A recent email from Peter tells the rewards of the Pearls
of Africa Children’s Home, where young adults Clair,
Paul, Babra, and Prossey, have recently "left the nest"
for happy and independent lives. Peter says, "They're
all doing so well. I'm very proud of them. All came
from difficult backgrounds [before coming to Pearls of
Africa Children’s Home] and are now able to care for
themselves and are looking forward to a bright future. It
all puts a big smile on my face."

Rosette and her brood

LAS MEMORIAS: Upcoming Pilgrimage
Where: Albergue Las Memorias in Tijuana, Mexico.
When: June 14 - 16, 2018
Pastor Nancy and several TCC members will once again join friends from other UCC churches in a
two-day pilgrimage to Las Memorias AIDS shelter. We will be delivering cleaning supplies and
OTC non-prescription medications donated by our group; provide personal care, such as manicures and massages; and enjoy a meal and fiesta with the residents to honor Director Jerri Handy,
who is leaving after four years of dedicated service. This will be a fun, enlightening, and meaningful adventure.
See Rev. Nancy to inquire about coming along.

Have a wonderful summer, and commit to sharing your blessings in all the ways
you are able.

Goodbye Celebration for Jolene on June 3rd
As Jolene will be moving to a retirement community in the Bay
Area close to her daughter, we want to give her a send off to
thank her for all of the years which she has been such an important part of TCC. You will have heard her musical farewell already on May 20th, when she and Julie will provide wonderful music for
the service. Please join our tribute by giving your own memories of Jolene during coffee hour on the 3rd.

ADULT EDUCATION IS BACK!
Join us Sunday mornings at 9:00a.m. (Friendship Hall) for thought provoking discussions about theology. These courses begin with a video conversation by different modern theologians, and invite group response. The series is entitled, “Living the Questions 2.0: An Introduction to Progressive Christianity,” and we will cover the following
topics:
June 3 - Restoring Relationships
June 10 - The Prophetic Jesus
June 17 - Evil, Suffering & A God of Love
June 24 - The Myth of Redemptive Violence
July 1 - Practicing Resurrection
July 8 - Debunking the Rapture
July 15 - Reclaiming the World
The third and final segment is “Call to Covenant” (below are the topics covered
through July)
July 22 - A Kingdom without Walls
July 29 - Social Justice: Realizing God’s Vision

Come and join the discussions!

PILGRIM PINES CAMP
Pilgrim Pines Camp is our church’s super fun camp for children and teenagers. Lifelong memories get made over campfires, songs, hikes, crafts,
swimming, water games, programs, and yummy food. I can’t promote this
place highly enough. It has been a life changing experience for many
people.
Check it out at http://www.pilgrimpinescamp.org/summercamp.html. The mountains do bring peace to the people, along with eyeopening insights and wonder. - Pastor Nancy

It’s all Greek to me!
by Ron Pilling
One of my seminary courses this quarter is called “Greek Tools.” In it, I
learn about the grammatic functionality, pronunciation, vocabulary, and
Bible study associated with the Greek language as it is used in the Bible.
While I won’t walk out of the class fluent in the language, I will have
learned enough to be dangerous! The mandatory software for analyzing
Greek is amazing… full of dictionaries, lexicons, cross-references, maps, audio, and sophisticated search functions.
Along with this class comes a great instructor who is helping us to understand the culture and
context behind Greek language and 1st century life in Palestine and beyond. While not discrediting the Word of God, our professor has spent much time explaining to us a few peculiar
things about Greek. For example, Greek can be an ambiguous language, being more concept
focused rather than laser-point specific. By the time we read an English Bible, we should understand that teams of scholars have made many decisions on what a word means and how it
functions in the sentence, paragraph, and book. Essentially, all translation is interpretation!
Also, translating something “closer” to the root meaning of a Greek word doesn’t mean that it
is automatically more correct. Because Greek isn’t English, trying to make such literal translations often makes for a worse translation. The meaning of a word doesn’t necessarily come
from its etymology; rather it often comes from its contexts. At the same time, we should also
be mindful that there is a delicate balance at play here, for different words can express the
same concept, and the same word can express different concepts!
As a person who came to the faith much later in life, I asked God to help me stay open-minded
and to always “wonder” about things concerning the Bible. I think it is a beautiful thing to regard our Scriptures as something that has room for questions and alternate viewpoints, for in
this exploration we often become strengthened in our walk. All this is to say that I won’t stress
myself out when I read a passage in an English Bible that bothers me or rubs me the wrong
way. God has given us many resources to help understand the Bible, and God knows we are
much different people than the original authors of the sacred texts.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
To
RON BEMIS!!

who celebrated his 80th
birthday in May...

Annual Gathering of Southern California/Nevada
Conference of United Church of Christ Coming Up
by Patrick Pine

Each year, the Southern California/Nevada Conference of the United Church of
Christ conducts an annual meeting called the Annual Gathering. Each member
congregation is entitled to representation. Our church is entitled to two delegates – this year, Steve Bacon and I are attending as delegates. This year’s
gathering will be held at Chapman College in Orange, on Friday, June 1st and
Saturday, June 2nd.
The Annual Gathering includes a business meeting, with the presentation of
proposed new policies and proposed changes to existing policies. The delegates will hear presentations on the proposals, and then vote on these items.
The Annual Gathering also includes several sessions on topics relevant to UCC
ministers, church staff, and members. These topics range from issues of governance practices, to new approaches to worship. Delegates will attend various sessions on the various topics.
Other members of our congregation have attended past Annual Gatherings,
and have reported that these are a great learning opportunity.
Steve and I will report back to the congregation in the near future. We are looking forward to this opportunity to learn in a very nice setting, and to interact with
many other UCC ministers, staff and members from across the region.

Albergue Las Memorias Pilgrimage by Rev Nancy
A group will soon be visiting our DOC/UCC mission partner in Tijuana, the
AIDS/HIV shelter which we affectionately call “Las Memorias,” and all are
welcome! On Thursday, June 14th, we will drive to the Irvine UCC at 4915
Alton Parkway, then vanpool with others to Tijuana, crossing at the Otay Mesa station. We will spend two nights at a hotel in Tijuana. On Friday, we will shop for food to
prepare for a Fiesta on Saturday, celebrating our DOC missionary, Jerri Handy, who is
leaving after four years of service. We will also make paper flowers and hold our usual
“Spa” afternoon with residents. There are generally 130 residents, with a third being females and about 15 children. Saturday morning, there will be worship at 10:00 followed
by lunch. (Please bring desserts. We will also bring donated supplies/gifts.) We will
leave after lunch to cross the border and head home.
Contact Pastor Nancy
revnbacon@gmail.com if you would like to come.

Visit to Manzanar by Laurie Betts

Although there had been wind warnings a couple of days ahead, Phyllis Belcher, Dick
Cavanaugh, Patrick Pine, Kathy Murguia, and Laurie Betts braved the two-plus-hour drive to
Manzanar, the National Park Service Historic site, just north of Lone Pine, that was one of ten
internment sites for Japanese Americans during World War II. We went to witness a major
portion of the ceremonies surrounding the Annual Pilgrimage to Manzanar, which has occurred for 49 years -- always on the last Saturday in April. We all enjoyed the varied program
held outdoors, and especially the visit to the impressive museum, with an excellent film and
exhibits. We were touched by the experience that so many innocent citizens who were imprisoned here suffered. Next year is the 50th anniversary, and Pastor Nancy said that the Japanese churches she attended with the last time will be going, which is an opportunity for us to
return!
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