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Dear Friends, 
 

Greetings!  Greetings and words of gratitude from residents at Albergue Las Memorias in Tijuana.  The 
washing machine we donated runs non-stop, and the back of my car was loaded with your generous offer-
ings of cleaning supplies.  One person wept with thanks. 
 

Beautiful and bright eight-year-old “Maria”, hugged me and enjoyed arts and crafts with us and getting her 
fingernails painted.  This little girl’s dad held two university degrees, but he died from a heroin overdose.  
Look out world, “Maria,” is going to take you by storm, thanks to the love and care she gets living at the 
shelter with her little half-sister, “Mary.” 
 

Several of the residents have suffered strokes related to their addictions, HIV and health status, and they are 
mostly paralyzed on one side of their body.  They didn’t think they could manage making paper flowers, 
with only one good hand, but wanted to throw a great fiesta for Jerri to celebrate her nearly four years as 
their missionary.  So, some of the guys paired up and we worked together to use pairs of two good hands 
and we made flowers.  One of the men, “Juan,” who has lost a leg, speaks six languages, only he can’t 
speak any of them since his stroke.  Instead, he writes in multiple languages on his wipe-off board. 
 

We were happy to hear that 20-something, “Isabel,” has found a husband, and no longer lives at the shelter.  
She was discovered positive for HIV as a young girl, but nobody knows why.  Her parents were afraid of 
HIV, and they dropped her off at the shelter, never to see her again.  The residents cared for her, and made 
sure her beau was worthy of her hand. 
 

There are as many unique stories as there are people at this mission partner of ours.  As I sat with beautiful 
trans female, “Joanna,” who I’d like to adopt, I heard about her self-hatred and the father who shuns her.  
“Joanna” is no longer willing to be a street worker.  Now she has dignity and self-worth, and feels the love 
of God.  I knew that Jesus was there with us, amongst the outcasts, the sick, the poor, the living and the dy-
ing. 
 

If you wish to see Jesus, it seems easy at this place, where children enjoy a piñata on one side of the dining 
hall, and someone else is slipping into death in the adjacent infirmary.  We who visited, got to massage feet, 
share our blessings, and feel intensely like disciples of Christ. 
 

Thank you to all for your ongoing support, prayers, and love for our Las Memorias neighbors. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Nancy 

2018 
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ADULT EDUCATION IS BACK! 
 

Join us Sunday mornings at 9:00a.m. (Friendship Hall) for thought provoking discus-
sions about theology.  These courses begin with a video conversation by different mod-
ern theologians, and invite group response.  The series is entitled, “Living the Ques-
tions 2.0: An Introduction to Progressive Christianity,” and we will cover the below 
topics in July.  (More to come in August and September.) 
 

July 1 - Practicing Resurrection 
July 8 - Debunking the Rapture 
July 15 - Reclaiming the World 
 

The third and final segment is “Call to Covenant” (below are just the topics covered 
through July) 

July 22  - A Kingdom without Walls 
July 29  - Social Justice: Realizing God’s Vision 

 

Come and join the discussions! 

GREETING TCC VISITORS 
 

It is a constant challenge to any church to attract visitors who become new members.  It is 
obvious that Nancy is doing an excellent job of that, as we have had many visitors that 
have become new members.  This continues and we are very fortunate!  One responsibility 
that we church members can take on in the effort to make visitors new members, is making 
them welcome.  It is a common comment of new members that they have chosen our 
church because the congregation was so friendly to them.  I think that each of us has had 
this experience.  But it is perhaps important to realize that welcoming each visitor, talking 
to them before service and at the greeting opportunity, asking them to coffee hour and ac-
companying them, is the responsibility of each one of us!  If we are sitting near visitors, we 
are the one who need to take them under our wing, to let them know that we understand 
they feel like strangers . . . and to make sure they no longer feel that way at the end of their 
TCC experience.  Then we have done our part to make them part of TCC!  And how about 
once a month sitting at coffee hour with someone who has recently joined or someone you 
don’t know very well? 

ALL CONGREGATION DINNER IN BVS 
 

Please join us at a favorite venue, on the patio overlooking 
the mountains of BVS, for an all-congregation dinner on Sat-
urday, July 21st at 5 p.m.  This always proves to be a favorite 

summer outing for all of us.  Please RSVP by email to Laurie Betts at 
rude.betts@gmail.com or Linda Flores, linda31591@att.net. 
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Welcome to our recent New Members!! 
 

 
 
Tracy Lapham - Was raised Catholic; later, born again.  She has a passion for making 
oils and creams for healing. 
 
Olivia Lapham - (Tracy’s daughter) Was baptized Catholic.  Says that she’s been 
through many different churches, but it’s hard for her not to feel judged, and just be com-
fortable. 
 
Liam Lapham - (Tracy’s son)  Goes to THS, and likes to play hockey and football.  He 
enjoys things like programming and computer science.  
 
Kerri Lapham - (Kerri & Tracy are sisters.)  Was raised Pentecostal by a charismatic, 
single mom.  Loves camping, wine, fishing, and yoga (not necessarily in that order.) 
 
Nina Blackwell - Was born in downtown LA, to a Catholic family; has one sibling, and 
two grown children.  Nina says that she evolved into an agnostic, later developing her 
own spiritual belief system.  She studied Eckankar for a few years, along with other 
paths.  Nina moved to Tehachapi in 2008, and was thrilled to eventually find a local Dem-
ocratic group (“Thank God!”)  She says this congregation rocks! 
 
Allison Sanderlin - Born in Sacramento; raised in Davis, CA.  Allison is an elementary 
school teacher, mother of two (Samantha, 10 and Liam, 7) and wife to a loving husband, 
Kevin (12 years.)  She enjoys the outdoors, and caring for the environment.  Allison was 
raised Catholic, but says she had not found a church community where she felt she be-
longed, until now. 
 
Kevin Sanderlin - Born and raised in San Diego; moved to Tehachapi two years ago.  
Kevin enjoys playing soccer and real estate investing. 
 
Julia Orrantia - Raised agnostic; no religious background.  Julia says she’s always be-
lieved people can be good citizens and good to each other, without the need for someone 
to tell them it’s right.  She enjoys the community and mutual support that the UCC pro-
vides.  She also enjoys the outdoors, reading, animals, and socializing. 
 
Joshua Orrantia - Realtor, dad, husband, Catholic high school; always willing to lend a 
hand. 
 

Joining as an “Active Participant” 
 

Sherrie Lendroth—  Grew up in Baldwin Park and La Habra; wanted to be an actress, 
and moved to Hollywood to study acting.  Sherrie said she’s worked as a waitress, bar-
tender, administrative assistant, product demonstrator, home/pet sitter, and cashier.  She 
now volunteers a couple of times a month at the Tehachapi Visitor Center, and is current-
ly looking for whatever kind of work she can get.  Sherrie has a cat named Ziggy. 

 

You can find contact information about our new members in the 
“Instant Church Directory” 



 

 

TREASURER’S  
REPORT— May 2018 

 by Joanne Beckett 
 
 

INCOME       $7,729.50 
EXPENSE       $9,968.00 
DEFICIT       $2,238.50 
 

Offering income was $5,916.00 
 
Going into the “lean” months of 
summer with less income expected 
in this quarter: June – August. 
 

MONTHLY POTLUCK 
Sunday, July 22nd  

 
 

Please join us in Friendship Hall, after 
service on the fourth Sunday, for an all-
church pot luck.  This month, that will be 
July 22nd.  Please bring your place set-
tings, including plates and cutlery, along 
with your pot luck dish to share and the 
serving piece.  We ask that you please get 
your dish on the buffet table ready to 
serve, as soon as you come into the Hall 
after service. 

 

“WOMEN WHO 
WINE” 

 

 
Women Who Wine is a TCC women’s 
group, and all are encouraged to join 
us . . . even if you don’t “wine”!  The 
third Sunday of each month is our usu-
al meeting date.  On July 15th at 2 
p.m., we will have our next gathering, 
and this month we will meet at Laurie 
Betts’ home, at 26701 Frontier Way in 
BVS.  Please RSVP to Laurie by 
email, as well as for a gate pass at 
rude.betts@gmail.com, or call 821-
1904.  We will gather on the shady pa-
tio for refreshments and conversation!  
Join us. 

WEEKLY COFFEE 
HOUR 

By Laurie Betts 
 

We have all been enjoy-
ing our weekly coffee hour, 
especially now that we don’t have to 
solicit members to help clean up after-
wards, thanks to Maria, Cindy and Su-
sana.  Members have been generous in 
their support by bringing in good 
snacks for us to eat and otherwise sup-
porting the donations’ jar, waiting on 
the serving table.  We also appreciate 
that our Equal Exchange program of 
providing fair traded coffee, tea, and 
chocolate items for purchase by our 
members also pays for the delicious 
coffee and tea we serve during that 
weekly gathering.  As well we owe a 
big thanks to Shirley Scirone, who vol-
unteers now to prepare the hot coffee 
and tea, and to Cheryl Harris, who has 
volunteered for years.  Thanks to all 
who contribute to this important gather-
ing of members and visitors! 

NAME TAGS 
 

 In doing our part to make visitors feel 
comfortable, be sure to wear your 
name tag!  Knowing other’s name 
goes a long way in making us all feel 
at home.  Ask Jan Roberts if you need 
a new badge. 

mailto:rude.betts@gmail.com


 

 

Sue & Darryl Daniels 
 

 
Darryl and Sue Daniels were born at the same hospital in 
Van Nuys, California, eight years apart.  They met 22 years later, and will be cele-
brating their 45th wedding anniversary this August. 
  
Darryl grew up in Glendale and La Crescenta, and then moved to Anaheim in his 
early teens.  After high school, Darryl enlisted into the United States Army.  He 
became an orthopedic cast technician, and was stationed in Stuttgart, Germany.  
Following his discharge from the Army, Darryl married his first wife.  They were 
married for seven years and had two daughters.  He was an office supervisor for 
Automobile Club of Southern California during this time.  After his divorce, Darryl 
decided to follow his dream of becoming a school teacher, and went back to school. 

 
Sue lived in Van Nuys the first eight years of her life, and then Woodland Hills.  After graduating from 
high school, she attended Pierce Junior College, and then transferred to California State University Long 
Beach, where she met Darryl.  They were married in 1973, before graduating from college.  Sue earned a 
bachelors degree in Social Work, and Darryl earned a bachelor’s degree in Sociology and became an ele-
mentary school teacher.  
 
They moved to Thousand Oaks and then Simi Valley, where they started their family.  They raised 3 
daughters, along with weekend visits of Darryl’s 2 daughters.  Sue was a stay at home mom up until their 
daughters were grown.  They moved to Tehachapi in 1995.  Darryl and Sue owned a facilities maintenance 
company for ten years, with up to 18 employees.  In 2004, they closed their business and Sue went to work 
full time as a social worker for Kern County Department of Human Services, in the Welfare to Work pro-
gram, for 13 years.  Darryl then worked for Sears Home Improvement as a building permit coordinator un-
til retirement in May of 2017. 
 
Sue grew up attending the Presbyterian Church.  She started attending TCC in 1999 with her mother, Mary 
Griffin.  Sue remembers being welcomed by Beth Shurtz in Friendship Hall.  The entire congregation was 
warm and welcoming.  Sue told Reverend Yinger that it felt like going home.  With the spiritual leadership 
of Reverend Yinger and Reverend Dick Burdine, Sue and her mother knew that they had found the right 
church. 
 
Sue was on the Board of Mission and Service for several years.  Besides keeping the food pantry full, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets were delivered to people’s homes at that time.  Sue became less active 
when she went to work full time in 2004.  She retired in November of 2017, and is now on the Community 
Service Committee and is a helper in Sunday school.  Outside of church, Sue became a CASA (Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocate) volunteer in March, and is working with a teenager in foster care from abuse.  
 
Darryl was baptized Methodist, and later attended a Baptist church with his family. Darryl started attending 
TCC a few years after Sue started.  He has always felt welcomed, and likes the friendliness of the congrega-
tion.  He keeps busy taking their grandson, Reece, to and from school.  Sue and Darryl take several trips a 
year visiting their 11 grandkids, all living in California. They have a travel trailer and enjoy camping trips 
and fishing.  

 
 



 

 

 
 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS 

 

 
 

CHURCH AT THE LAKE! 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19TH 
 
 

WE WILL, ONCE AGAIN, 
HOLD CHURCH SERVICE AT 

4-ISLAND LAKE 
IN 

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS 
 

SERVICES WILL BEGIN AT 
10:30AM, FOLLOWED BY A 

POTLUCK LUNCH AND 
GAMES 

 

ATTENTION: CHIME CHOIR 
 

 
The Burton Chime Choir will be taking a break for 

the month of July.  They will resume practice again in Au-
gust. 
 

 

SAVE THE 
DATE !! 

 

 
 

“PARKING LOT SALE” 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11TH 
TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 
 

9AM - 3PM 
 

GET YOUR TABLE NOW! 
$25  EACH 

 
SELL WHAT YOU WANT: 

KEEP THE PROFITS 
 

SET UP:  7-9AM SATURDAY 
 

FOR INFO & SIGN UP SHEET: 
CONTACT JOANNE BECKETT 

(theorchidflowers@yahoo.com 
or 

(661) 972-6508 



 

 

 

GLOBAL MISSIONS  
Notes from the Field 

by Jan Roberts 
 

 
 
 

Pearls of Africa Chil-
dren's Home:  Executive 
Director Peter Keller re-
ports that the search for a 
suitable new home for our 
thirty kids in Uganda has 

been successful!  In mid-June, Rosette and the children 
moved into a nice house in their same neighborhood--no 
changing schools, no falling-down roof! (See photos be-
low.)  Now it is up to us here at TCC, and other generous 
Pearls supporters, to dig into our reserves of compassion to 
make this a permanent home.  Real estate in Uganda is full cash only; so far we have 
$16,000 USD in the bank on the $25,000 purchase price of the new home.  Only $9000 to 
go!  If you can help in any way toward that goal, please see Pearls Board members Jan 
Roberts or Joanne Beckett, or Pastor Nancy. (Pearls of Africa Children's Fund is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit.  Donations are tax deductible; pearlschildrensfund.org for more information. 
 

 
Aid Africa (Northern Uganda) 2017 Annual Report:  Clean Water--5 new wells drilled 
and 3 sheltered springs developed, along with training for villagers in basic sanitation and 
hygiene.  Almost 2000 redesigned fuel-efficient Rocket Stoves distributed to rural villages 
and St. Mary Lacor Hospital, preserving health and saving lives.  23,700 fruit trees deliv-
ered, joining the 100s of thousands planted since 2009 to provide food and income to vil-
lage recipients.  Birthing kits were delivered to government health centers and women in 
remote areas, saving countless lives of mothers and infants.  Consider joining the following 
members of the TCC family in supporting this vital work for the poorest of the poor: Nancy 
and Steve Bacon, Jan Roberts, Laurie and Peter Betts, Linda Flores, and Anita 
Pritchard.  You can donate online at: aidafrica.net/donate or by check to Aid Africa, 3916 
Pennsylvania Avenue, La Crescenta, CA. 91214. 

MAIN HOUSE BATHROOM SEPARATE BOY’S QUARTERS 

“DA KIDZ” 

http://pearlschildrensfund.org
http://aidafrica.net/donate


 

 

 

GLOBAL MISSIONS  
Notes from the Field (Continued) 

by Jan Roberts 
 

 
 
Las Memorias Visit and Fiesta:  Rev. Bacon and other supporters spent two days in mid-
June bringing compassionate care, fun and laughter, and our donated cleaning supplies to 
the 130 men, women, and child residents of this life-saving AIDS shelter in Tijuana, Mexi-
co.  An official UCC mission, Albergue Las Memorias has been served by an extraordinary 
missionary, Jerri Handy, for  the past four years.  Now that she is called elsewhere, her lov-
ing flock threw a fiesta in her honor.  Pastor Nancy has promised a sermon (or two) of this 
latest visit.  We wish Rev. Handy all the best in her next labor of love among God's people! 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Goodbye Celebration for Jolene       
 

Our wonderful Jolene Dinsmore moved away from us on June 9th, to live in the inland 
Bay Area, close to her daughter and her wife.  So we held a special service for her dur-
ing church on June 3rd, where the subject of Nancy’s sermon was cleverly tied to both 
Jolene and Ruth Bader Ginsberg, two outstanding women.  We then had a farewell par-
ty in Friendship Hall, where loving testimony and a lap robe were given by the congre-
gation.  The lap robe had Jolene's and Julie Bulloch’s picture on it, with them sitting at 
the Clavinova, a position in which the two musicians love to sit.  We will always miss 
Jolene and her wonderful musical contributions  of, not only the Clavinova and piano, 
but also the cello and, once, the viola/violin.  Thanks for the music and your great 
friendship, Jolene!   

 

 
 

RECOGNITION 
OF MARIA & 

CINDY 
ROSALES-SOSA 

 
 

Maria and Cindy, thanks to the encour-
agement of their dear and popular 
mother, Susana, have been cleaning up 
the kitchen and hall after our coffee 
hour for over a year.  As Maria just 
graduated from THS, we wanted to 
celebrate her accomplishment; and, as 
Cindy had her Quinceanera several 
months ago to celebrate her 15th birth-
day, we wanted to congratulate her 
too,  and thank them for the valuable 
service they provide us.  We are enjoy-
ing watching Maria and Cindy grow 
up! 



 

 

Tour of SunSelect 
By Laurie Betts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tour of SunSelect 
 

If you come on 202 into Cummings Valley and look west you have seen the sea of 
white, which looks like a big lake.  That is the over-64 acres of SunSelect, a Canadian, 
family-run business with over 100 years of sustainable greenhouse growing experience 
and an unconditional commitment to delicious produce and social responsibility.   Da-
vid and Kate Hutchinson have been attending TCC.  Since David is a vice president of 
SunSelect, he offered to give ten of us a tour. 
 
On June 12th, David took us into the greenhouses where the tomatoes are grown first, 
then to see the red bell peppers.  We had so many questions that we stood for about 25 
minutes beside the row of ten foot tomato plants beside us in long rows.  SunSelect has 
32 of the 64 acres growing tomatoes and 32, in bell peppers.   All of the plants are 
grown out of shredded coconut hulls and are nourished with purified, fertilizer-infused 
water, dripped by computer specifications to grow beautiful and tasty tomatoes and 
bell peppers. 
 
We tourists were very curious about all aspects of this SunSelect operation.  David was 
a patient tour guide and spent over two hours giving us the benefit of his expertise.   
 

THANK YOU DAVID !! 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baby Shower for Maegen, John, and Benjy 
 

The June 10
th
 baby shower, hosted by Linda Flores and Laurie 

Betts, was a baby shower to remember — because the subject 
baby attended it!!  Benjy was awake and very engaged for all 
of the gift opening!  Maegen, Nancy Bacon’s daughter, her hus-
band John, Whitney (home from drama school,) Nancy, and Steve were all 
pretty engaged themselves.  A light lunch for 25 was served before the present 
opening in the nursery, which made for a good way to celebrate such a special 
event. 

NEW ADDRESSES 
 
 

Esther Burdine 
c/o Jeanine Burdine 
514 1/2 E. Santa Paula St. 
Santa Paula, CA    93060 
 
Jolene Dinsmore 
6401 Center Street, Apt. 237 
Clayton, CA    94517 
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