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Dear Friends, 
 
What a fun-filled month April was!  Thank you all so much for the wonderful team work 
that took place to celebrate our 90th Anniversary!!!  So many people did their parts, and it 
was beautiful, entertaining, and meaningful.  I have heard so many compliments from peo-
ple who said they learned so much, and really enjoyed the play, music, costumes, recogni-
tions, and the yummy potluck with apple pie.  Thank you, thank you, thank you.  The word 
“worship” literally means “the work of the people” and you can see how much better wor-
ship is, with more folks bringing their talents. 
 

We were blessed to have a full month of special worship services, beginning with Easter on 
April 1st, followed by our Scottish Kirkin’ of the Tartans, then the 90th Anniversary, and 
as I write this, I know that we have two more unique services ahead.  Our next will be on 
Earth Day, and I look forward to showing some slides put together by Carol Rush, as well 
as listening to some music and environmental presentations during our coffee hour.   
 

April is the month for child abuse awareness, and while that is certainly not an uplifting 
topic, it is good to be aware so that we can intervene to assist those who suffer in our 
midst.  I look forward to hearing from two local speakers who work with groups that assist 
children and families in different ways, the last Sunday in April.  
 

I will be traveling to Atascadero for our Northern Association Spring meeting April 21st, 
and perhaps some of us will have had the energy to make the Pilgrimage to Manzanar as 
well! 
 

It was a full month!  I look forward to May being a bit slower for us to catch our breath!  
May you see flowers begin to bloom, and feel the warmth of sunny days.  May there be 
catnaps ahead and simple pleasures while we re-energize.  Trust me; I’m sure we won’t 
slow down for long…Enjoy! 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Nancy 

2018 
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PATRICK PINE  

 
 

(Editor’s Note: Patrick thought he would be creative, and use the “obituary” he wrote 
himself, which was part of a recent Adult Ed class activity at church.  Patrick has been 
such an asset to TCC; we hope he’s with us for a long, long time...) 
  
Patrick Pine passed peacefully Sunday night with his family around him.  Patrick 
“Pat” Pine lived a fantastic life.   He was married to Debbie for 5X years.  They 
raised two wonderful daughters, Courtney and Kelsey, who grew to become great 
women and mothers to grandsons, Mikey, Max and John.  
 

Pat loved sports – and especially golf – which he played for over 60 years, and once 
had his handicap just below 6.  Patrick loved movies, reading , and music – especial-
ly from the late 60s and 70s.  He was a natural leader – from leading a ‘speed math’ 
team in junior high, to president of his Key Club in high school, to student body vice 
president in college.  He was president of the Oregon Municipal Finance Officers 
Association, chair of the Oregon Coalition of Health Care Purchasers, and vice chair 
of the California Health Care Coalition.  He was moderator of the Tehachapi Com-
munity Congregational Church – UCC; chair of the trustees for the UU Community 
Church of Washington County, OR, and served on multiple boards professionally, 
and with church and nonprofit organizations.  
   

He learned the value of work, starting with a newspaper delivery route when he was 
eight years old, and working full time through college and graduate school, and into 
his 70s.  He worked for two different governors in two states, managed the benefit 
plans originally created by UFW founders Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta;  
helped finance the modern airport in Las Vegas, and the largest local municipal fi-
nancing in Oregon history for wastewater treatment facilities, consolidated seven 
separate 401(k) plans into one for an Oregon corporation; obtained substantial finan-
cial support for the UFW medical plan; and created the first retirement plan for 
Adidas America, amongst other professional accomplishments. 
    

Pat lived in Colorado, Nebraska, Iowa, Washington, northern California, Oregon, 
Nevada, Oregon again, Washington again, Minnesota, and California again.  Pat 
worshiped as a Methodist, then later as a Unitarian Universalist, and later with the 
United Church of Christ.  His spiritual/religious journey was a journey that never 
ended. 
   

Pat wanted to be cremated, and his ashes scattered over a golf course near the ocean 
– such as Seaside GC in Oregon.  At his memorial, he hoped that some of the songs 
he most loved would be played – including Brave by Sara Bareilles; the Sounds of 
Silence by Simon and Garfunkel; Angel  from Montgomery by Bonnie Raitt; Lean on 
Me by Bill Withers; and Sitting on the Dock of the Bay by Otis Redding.  He wanted 
to be remembered as someone “who gave a damn” and wanted his epitaph to read:  
“It was fun while it lasted…” 



 

 

 

 

Kelsey & Daniel’s Wedding Reception 

Daughter Kelsey & husband, 
Daniel 

Daughter Courtney & 
Grandsons, Mikey & Max 

Patrick’s nieces & nephews (from 
Japan & Thailand Patrick & nephew, Yuya 



 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 
(Photos by Jim Carmichael) 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Dignity Health 
Mercy & Memorial Hospitals 

 

The Community Wellness Program 
 provides free health screenings at the 

 following site: 
 

St. Malachy Catholic Church 
407 West E Street 

Tehachapi, CA   93561 
2:00 pm—4:00 pm 

 

Every first Monday of the month 
 

Screenings include blood pressure, cholesterol, glucose, 
and body composition. 

 

Please call (661) 822-1920 for more information. 
 

THERE IS A SIGN-UP SHEET IN FRIENDSHIP HALL 

 

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH 

 Special Offering 
 

The “Strengthen the Church” special offering will be collected on Sunday, 

May 20th.  This offering supports the expansion of ministry and growth of 

UCC local congregations. Your support of this offering will help the UCC 

fulfill on its commitment to creating a just world for all by investing in new 

ministries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local communi-

ties.   

Visit ucc.org to learn more.  



 

 

 

GLOBAL MISSIONS by Jan Roberts 
 

With the generous help of our TCC fam-
ily, Global Missions has planned several 
great projects to serve the needs of oth-
ers.  
 

LAS MEMORIAS:  On June 16th, Pas-
tor Nancy and several church members 
will once again travel to Las Memorias 
Hostel in Tijuana, Mexico (consider 
joining us, but passports are required.)  
Our UCC missionary there, Rev. Jerri 
Handy, is leaving after four years of 
dedicated service; we've been invited to 
attend a gala fiesta in her honor.  
 

To make our visit even more meaning-
ful, Global Missions will collect and de-
liver much-needed cleaning supplies, 
especially liquid detergent, OTC med-
ications, and cash donations to Las 
Memorias, from May until early June.  
The shelter, food, medical care, and oth-
er services provided to the 130 residents 
there depend in large part on donations 
from caring individuals and organiza-
tions like TCC.  Watch for announce-
ments about how you can help with do-
nations. 
 

PEARLS OF AFRICA CHILDREN’S 
HOME:  This summer, Global Missions 
will focus on helping Kirangi Rosette 
and her 29 kids in Uganda find and pur-
chase a suitable new home, rather than 
continuing to rent.  Unlike here, in 
Uganda, houses are bought cash-only, no 
mortgages.  Director Peter Keller and 

his wife, Irene, will join Rosette this 
month to look at houses; prices range 
from $20 - $25,000 USD.  This is a 
big challenge that will take the kind-
ness and generosity of many people 
like ourselves to achieve.  Stay tuned 
as we get more information and de-
velop a plan of action.  Our kids in 
Africa deserve a secure future!  
 

AID AFRICA - Birthing Kits:  With 
help from our generous TCC family, 
over 600 kits were assembled in April  
(see photos below) and are on their 
way to health clinics in Uganda.  
Thank you for giving the gift of life to 
women and babies there! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reflections: Seeking and Walking 

 

Some of us were born into our faith, attending church from a 

young age. Others (like myself) came to Christ much later in 

life.  Learning about Christianity can be challenging at any age, 

especially given our access to nonstop opinions and literature.  For example, I was an 

atheist for many years, mostly because I let what I saw in the world influence my heart, 

as opposed to seeking the answers and searching my heart for the truth. 

 

I once had a job that was insanely fast-paced.  Much of the training was done on the 

fly, with little to no discipleship.  One time, I was pulled into my supervisors office be-

cause of an apparent mistake that happened.  When it was explained to me, I was be-

wildered because I honestly did not understand the process that resulted in the mistake. 

When they challenged my actions, I turned around and challenged their training. 

"Nobody even told me this was a problem!" I exclaimed.  In other words, no one 

walked me through the process.  After consulting my coworkers, my supervisor apolo-

gized, and realized that I was thrust into something that I was not prepared for.  

 

You truly don't know what you don't know. 

 

I think about these two things (seeking answers and walking with someone through a 

process) when I talk to people at the margins of faith.  I used to wonder "why don't they 

just come to church and see what it's all about?"  Truth be told, it is not that easy any-

more.  People at the margins of faith might see coming to church as being thrust into 

something they aren't prepared for.  Some of them might need someone to come to their 

world, so they can ask questions without the fear of judgment.  Some just might need 

time to talk to God, knowing that they have someone nearby that they can trust for 

guidance.  Some have just been hurt so much they don’t even know where to begin. 

 

When Jesus asked us to go out to all nations, He knew that each person would be dif-

ferent, and that many of them would not initially understand the dynamics of Christian-

ity.  After all, even his own disciples had problems understanding, and they witnessed 

his ministry, death, and resurrection!  So, whether it is your best friend or your minis-

try, I encourage you all to walk humbly with those who are trying to reconcile their 

faith, taking the time to just be with them (as well giving them their space to figure 

things out.). Our faith can be foggy at times, but our love for our neighbor can help to 

pull them through to clarity and peace. 

 

Blessings, 

Ron Pilling 



 

 

REMEMBERING THE PAST 
by Phyllis Belcher 

 
Several times in the past life of our 
church, there has been a Men’s 
Breakfast Club.  In 1994, Ken Bur-
ton, Joyce’s husband, reported at 
the annual meeting that the Club 
had been reactivated that year. 
They met at Kelcy’s Restaurant 
once a month, and attendance 
ranged from as many as 12 to as 
few as 2.  Ken questioned whether 
they should continue meeting at 
Kelcy’s, or return to Friendship Hall 
and take turns preparing the morn-
ing meal. 
 
It was a time of good fellowship 
and sometimes a speaker.  I think 
they continued going to Kelcy’s un-
til interest dwindled.  It seems the 
same thing happened with Wom-
en’s Fellowship, of which there 
once was a strong and active 
group.  More about that group in 
another issue of the Whistle... 

 
TREASURER’S  

REPORT  

 by Joanne Beckett 
 

 

Since the Treasurer’s Report is usual-
ly not available until the very end of 
the month, that delays publication of 
the next month’s Whistle.  Therefore, 
we will now begin publishing the re-
port one month behind (i.e., the April 
report will be in the June newsletter; 
the May one in July’s, etc.)    
 
If you have any questions about 
church finances before the report 
comes out, please check with Joanne. 

TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY 
 SERVICES DIRECTORY 

By Edna McCallion 
 
 
 

The "Tehachapi Community Ser-

vices Directory" has been completed 

and distributed to service groups in 

town.  It was compiled  under the aus-

pices of the TCC community team. 

This directory is a listing of organiza-

tions, including this church, that assist 

people in our community.  It was com-

piled so that service groups can find 

help for those IN NEED, and direct 

them to facilities that will benefit them. 

A copy of this directory is posted in the 

Fellowship Hall. This  church and its 

services are listed on page 2. 

 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
By Laurie Betts 

 

Thanks to those loyal part-
ners of Meals on Wheels, espe-
cially those members who deliv-
ered more than once.  We will be 
calling on all of you to take part 
in this worthwhile community 
service again in about six 
months.  Good job!! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP or BAPTISM 
 

Interested in membership or baptism?  Please con-

tact Pastor Nancy (revnbacon@gmail.com) or at 

the church office: (661) 822-4443. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Annual Gathering for the Southern California Nevada Conference of 
the UCC will take place June 1st — 2nd, and we need a delegate.  If 
you think you might be interested in attending, or would like more in-
formation, please contact Patrick Pine, Moderator, as soon as possible. 

 

UCC NORTHERN ASSOCIATION SPRING GATHERING, ATASCADERO 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This past Saturday, Pastor Nancy and Ron Pilling attended our church Association’s 
Spring Gathering.  During that meeting, new officers and committee members were 
elected.  This photo shows all of those who were elected and/or reaffirmed in their posi-
tions.  



 

 

 

TCC’s 90th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
(Photos by Nick Smirnoff) 

 



 

 

 

TCC’s 90th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION...continued 
(Photos by Nick Smirnoff) 

 



 

 

 

“TCC’s 90th Anniversary” 



 

 

WWW (WOMEN WHO WINE)  
 

Retreat to Paso Robles:  Last month, 11 women from our church at-
tended an overnight retreat in Paso Robles.  We visited two or three 

wineries, did some olive oil tasting, and shared a few meals together.  
Mostly we just enjoyed each other’s company; it was a great opportunity for getting 
to know one another a little better.   
 

In May, we will hold our monthly WWW get together at Souza Winery.  It will be on 
the 3rd Sunday (May 20th) at 2:00 PM, and is open to all women.  You’re welcome 
to bring outside food/snacks, if you like.  They have soft drinks available as well.  
Please contact  Linda Flores (linda31591@att.net or 821-0621) if you plan to at-
tend, so we can reserve a table.  Hope to see you there! 

NEW KNITTING & 
CROCHETING GROUP  

 

Catherine Smirnoff has been knitting and cro-
cheting for good causes for a long time, includ-
ing knitting hats for newborns.  Catherine wish-
es to get other people involved in these good 
deeds by forming a knitting and crocheting 
group within TCC.  The goal is to make items 
(such as prayer shawls, throws, and hats) for the 
ill, shut-ins, and newborns.  These would be for 
church members, as well as the local/
international community.  If you don't presently 
knit or crochet, Catherine would love to teach 
you!  The next meeting of this new group will 
be Friday, May 18th in Friendship Hall, from 
10-1.   
 

Contact Catherine at: 
 catherinesmirnoff@gmail.com ahead of time to 

discuss materials which will be needed.  
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