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Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings!  On the heels of another tragedy in Parkland, Florida, like many folks I am inspired by 
the brave high school students speaking their truth to power.  Jesus once said, “Let the little chil-
dren lead them.”  Maybe we should listen.  After all these young ones have endured, I pray that we 
will rally behind them, keeping them safe from the Caesar’s of our time. 
 
I am encouraged and inspired by their bravery.  I love being around young people and miss having 
many of them at our church.  Young people are filled with wisdom and spirit.  Some of us are so 
excited to have children around that we have decided to host a “Children’s Open House” on Sun-
day, March 25th, from 10 a.m. to noon.  You can read more about it in weeks to come, but we plan 
to offer a bounce house in our parking lot, our new swing set, doughnuts, and lots of fun.  We are 
inviting the community, so if you have any grandchildren, nieces, nephews, friends, neighbors, or 
any young people in your world, invite them!  All are welcome! 
 
Recently, Wayne Thompson showed me a video of the kindergarten class he had been teaching.  
Without prompting they began singing “America the Beautiful.”  They were beautiful - America at 
its finest.   
 
We can get jaded hanging out too much with adults.  A dose of children is necessary to lead us 
back to the awe of life and things that are purely right and wrong.  Children can lead us to the Di-
vine. 
 
So let’s prepare to get a bit silly.  I have ordered an adult size Bunny suit for Easter and we have a 
volunteer ready and willing to be our Bunny, and take photos with the kids.  Since Easter is on 
April Fool’s, there might be some other shenanigans, too.  I hope so. 
 
God willing, this will be the month I get my first grand baby…I bought him a sleeper with rabbits 
on it and it says, “Every Bunny Loves Me.”  Let us pray that all of us feel so loved.  Play well with 
others and enjoy the spring we are coming into. 
 
Blessed Lent, 
Pastor Nancy  
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Joanne Beckett (in her own words) 

 
I was born in a snowstorm at Passavont Hospital (now defunct) 
in Chicago, Illinois.  Not having proper snow removal in those 

days, it took my dad two days before he was able to get to see me.  My mother was a 
surgical nurse and was on duty, so she only had to walk down one flight of stairs to Ma-
ternity for my birth. 
 
I was raised in “the good old days” of the 1940’s and 1950’s” in the small town of Villa 
Park, a suburb of Chicago.  I had tons of kids to play with, ice skated in the nearby creeks 
in winter, played “kick the can” until 10 PM at night in the summer, walked to school, and 
went home for lunch every day.  Because my mother came from a small farm town in 
western Illinois, I had the opportunity of visiting my aunt and uncle on their farm for 6-8 
weeks in the summer.  So with my two boy cousins, I learned how to drive a tractor, bale 
hay, summersault down the hay mow, pluck eggs from chickens, milk cows, and feed 
pigs and sheep.  My aunt taught me to hang clothes on a line outside with clothes pins, 
how to vacuum and properly dust the farm house (two stories, 5 bedrooms,) and I figured 
out how to climb the windmill.  As my brother grew up, he too experienced farm life that 
he also treasures to this day.  Looking back on my childhood, I would say it was a won-
derful experience growing up with city and farm life influences. 
 
My parents were very instrumental in doing community service in our small town.  They 
were charter member of St. Paul Lutheran Church, helped in PTA as long as my brother 
and I were in school, and helped build the library and high school.  Mom was president of 
every organization she belonged to, and would verbally practice her talks and speeches 
out loud in the living room.  Public speaking was no big deal for me in the future.  I 
learned from them to accept all kinds of people in all types of life.  Because our town was 
WASP. I did not encounter people of color until I was about 10.  It was an experience 
Mom and I had in the Chicago Theater with a performer, Sara Vaughn.  You can ask me 
about that if you want to know what happened. 
 
My father worked for Sears Roebuck Company in their catalog division as an art Illustra-
tor Manager, so the family got discounts on all purchases.  In the Spring, Mom and I went 
shopping for a new Easter outfit.  I usually had outgrown my last one, so I got a new 
dress, hat, purse, socks, and shoes.  My new hat always matched my new dress. Mom 
always wore hats; therefore, I did as well.  They have served me well, as they protected 
me from the sun’s rays for years. 
 
When I was in high school, I decided to go to work.  So my first job, at the age of 15 
(paying .50 per hour,) was being a “salad girl” at my aunt and uncle’s restaurant.  It was 
there that I learned how to make salad dressing from scratch, shuck oysters, make 
shrimp cocktails, how to chop off my left thumbnail at least once a month and, oh yes, 
met husband #1. 
 
After graduation from high school, I decided to get married instead of going on to college 
(well, what did I know at age 18!).  Eleven years later, I married again and had my son 
Jon.  That was husband #2.  Six years later, I married husband #3 (Final husband).  To-
gether we raised my son and sent him off to college, and helped my parents through their 
final stages of life.  



 

 

During these years, I have lived in California (Jon was born in San Mateo) and Seattle, 
Washington.  I moved back to the Chicago area when my parents needed me.  Donald 
(last husband) and I raised Jon in Evanston, Illinois, and lived there until it was time for us 
to move to California in 2001 for Donald’s health.  Donald passed from this life in 2003.  
He loved living in Tehachapi. 
 

Over the course of my life, I have been on several bowling leagues, gotten an AS degree 
in Horticulture, sold real estate (15 yrs) on North Shore of Lake Michigan, did professional 
flower arranging in Chicago, raised and showed standard size Schnauzers, had two 
Doberman Pinchers, presently have four cats, was store manager for a tropical plant 
store in Evanston, did part-time bookkeeping, and sold floor covering for the last 15 years 
in Tehachapi. 
 

I have been Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President, and President of almost every organi-
zation that I belonged to.  In Evanston, I had a 15’ x 20’ greenhouse, where I raised or-
chids and anything else that I wanted to grow for 20 years.  I still raise orchids now on 
special plant stands with proper light and humidity.  (Ask to see my pictures)  
 

I have been in Tehachapi Community Church – UCC since September 2007.  In 2009, I 
was elected to be Treasurer, and was reelected in 2018 for two more years.  It still makes 
my heart sing, but the music is not quite as loud as it was in the beginning. 
 

I will always be a “people person” who loves flowers, plants, hummingbirds, butterflies, 
cats and dogs, hats, and numbers that work out correctly.  I do not have enough time or 
resources to do oil painting and learn photography; maybe in my next life?  

 

**Editors Note:  For all of these years, Joanne has been a pillar of the TCC!  It is hard to 
imagine the church without her.  She knows all!  And now that she has been working for 
the church, running the children's education program, as well as running the office in 
Sandy's absence, she is especially essential! 

(Left) Joanne sporting one of her many unique 
hats, which she has become known for. 

Joanne (above, far right) with sister-in-law, 
Vickie; son, Jon; and her brother, Chuck. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LENTEN CANDLELIGHT VIGILS 

 
Join TCC each Wednesday evening 

Feb 21 thru Mar 28  
to call for a  

CLEAN DREAM ACT 
 
 

WHAT: Lenten DACA-Themed Candlelight Vigils 
 
 

WHEN: Wednesday, February 14-Wednesday, March 28 between 
4:40-6:00pm 

 
 

WHERE: Sidewalk close to Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy’s 
office, 4100 Empire Dr.,  Suite 150,  Bakersfield CA 93309 

 
 

For more info, contact Stephanie Smith, Faith In Kern Minister, 
(661) 972-1340 or ssfontana5@gmail.com 



 

 

Welcome to our New Members!! 
 

 
Lewis Wakeland - I grew up in a Congregational Church.  I voted for the 
formation of the United Church of Christ at every level; six times as a lay 
person, and once as a minister.  I served a former E&R Church in Long 
Beach as the first UCC Minister.  I was their first minister who did not have 
to preach in German.  While in Long Beach, I helped organize a Samoan 
Church.  Their choir came here and sang, when I was installed here in 
1968. 
 

 
Anne Pear-Kirkpatrick - Born in Mexico; moved to Mojave 
when I was four.  Graduated from Mojave HS.  Attended 
college in Sacramento and Bakersfield.  I have three grown 
children and two grandchildren.  Currently teach as a Spe-
cial Ed teacher in Bakersfield.  Live in Golden Hills West 
with husband Mike, and our dogs and cats. 
 
 
Michael Kirkpatrick - Born in California.  Dad and Stepdad 
were Air Force, so I moved around quite a bit.  Graduated from Mojave HS in 1978.  
Spent time in the Army.  Now I work for the DOD at Edwards AFB.  Live in Golden Hills 
West with my beautiful wife Anne, two dogs, and one cat.  We have lived here for seven 
years. 
 

 
Cynthia Morgan - When asked to share about myself, I asked Nancy 
what kinds of things to share.  So, I have seven tattoos, three cats, three 
dogs, and one amazing daughter, who teaches choir at the high school 
and pours wine on the weekends.  I teach Medical Careers at the high 
school and for college, and am leaving my “family” at the Methodist 
Church to join this very welcoming family. 
 

 
Jan O’Brien - My name is Jan O'Brien, I moved here when my 
kids were little, 30 years ago, worked driving a school bus and 
for an electronics company for years afterwards.  Now, kids 
grown, my mother Gwladys has moved in with me and we live 
love laugh and share our lives.  My Brother Jim recently moved 
in with us, he's not a well person, but I'm working on getting him 
healthy and back on track.  I look forward to donating my time, 
joining in and helping out in our community.  Doing good things 
for others does wonderful things for the soul.  
 

 
You can find contact information about our new members in the 

“Instant Church Directory” 
 
 

 



 

 

REMEMBERING 
THE PAST 

by Phyllis Belcher 
 

Have you looked at the in-
side cover of your hymnal?  Many 
of them have a dedication, either 
in memory or in honor, of some-
one.  When I began coming to this 
church in 1967, we had black 
hymnals.  After a few years, the 
conference came out with a new 
hymnal that was red.  Gilbert and 
Ireda Mitchell purchased all the 
hymnals needed in memory of 
their son, Gilbert Mitchell, Jr., 
who was killed in the Viet Nam 
War.  The dedication to him was 
imprinted in gold on the outside 
cover of the red hymnals.  After 
several more years, yet another 
hymnal was adopted, which at-
tempted to be more inclusive and 
modern.  In order to afford these, 
individual members paid for one 
or more hymnals.  They often 
dedicated them to friends or rela-
tives, or anyone they felt should 
be recognized.  I like to check the 
inside cover and remember those 
so honored.  

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
FEBRUARY, 2018 
 
 
INCOME  $  8,272.38 
EXPENSE  $10,070.56 
DEFICIT  $  1,798.18 
 
 
Paid 1st half of Property and 
Liability insurance this month -   
$2,706.50.  Balance will come out 
in June. 
 
Offering was $6,725.38. 
 
J. Beckett, Treasurer 

 

Community Check-In 
Tuesday - March 20th 
6:30 PM in Friendship 

Hall 
 

 

All community members are welcome 
to join the Faith in Kern Ministry in 
Friendship Hall, Tehachapi Communi-
ty Church, for a community check-in. 
Explore together in a public forum the 
issues that face our community.  What 
weighs on our hearts and minds, or is 
weighing us down?  What harms our 
families and puts our backs against 
the wall?  Listen and share with 
neighbors and congregants alike. 
 
Please contact Stephanie Smith at 
(661) 972-1340 or 
 ssfontana5@gmail.com for more in-
formation. 

April  28th — Manzanar 

 
 Mark your calendars for 

another pilgrimage to Manza-
nar.  Details in the April Whistle. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Come and enjoy a festive morning bounce, as we celebrate our children’s ministry 
program and new equipment!  All are welcome for coffee and doughnuts.  Adults 
can check in their children, then  choose to stay or go.  We have delightful, trained 
teachers and supervisors eager to host children. 

Children’s Open House 
Sunday, March 25, 2018   10 a.m. - Noon 

     

Tehachapi Community Church, UCC 

100 East “E” Street 



 

 

 

Women Who Wine 
Annual Retreat 

Paso Robles 
April 8th - 9th  

 

To enhance the relationships formed 
in WWW and to have fun together, we 
are planning to revisit Paso Robles, leav-
ing after church on Sunday, April 8th, 
and returning Monday afternoon the next 
day, April 9th.  We will again stay at the 
historic Paso Robles Inn, known for its 
beautiful gardens.  The inn has pleasant 
single or double rooms with a bath for 
$135 each, and it is easy to share with an-
other woman.  We will visit two wineries 
with tasting rooms (but there is no pres-
sure to purchase wine,) on the afternoon 
of the 8th after arrival, and the other be-
fore we leave Paso the next after-
noon.  We will eat at a local restaurant on 
Sunday night, and we will probably eat in 
the hotel's breakfast room on Monday 
a.m., then purchase sandwiches for a pic-
nic at the winery on Monday. 
 

As the Inn is holding a block of rooms for 
us only until the first week of March, 
please let me know immediately if you 
wish to join us.  After early March, the 
rooms are first come, first 
served.   Remember, you can cancel your 
room up to 24 hours before our arrival, so 
you are not taking any risk (except your 
roommate might be upset!)  Please email 
Laurie ASAP at rude.betts@gmail.com 
before making your reservation, so that 
we can make sure there are enough of us 
who can make it. 
 

We encourage all the TCC women to join 
us in Women Who Wine (WWW).  This 
supportive group of women welcomes 
all.  And it is not necessary to enjoy 
wine!  Please contact Laurie at 
rude.betts@gmail.com if you would like 
to be on the group email list to receive 
communications about our get togethers. 

 
Meals on Wheels 

April 2nd thru 13th 
 
Our congregation has 
been asked again to deliver 
Meals on Wheels to seniors and shut-
ins, weekdays from Monday, April 
2nd thru Friday, April 13th, a two-
week period.  One driver, and a sec-
ond person to deliver to the door is 
helpful each day, although one person 
can manage nicely.  The driver may 
be asked to provide proof of auto in-
surance and to show his/her driver's 
license.  Please consider taking part in 
the pleasant and vital service to the 
less fortunate members of our com-
munity.  We report to the Senior Cen-
ter at 10:45, and are usually on our 
way by noon.  Sign-ups will be on the 
table by the entry to Friendship Hall. 
 

Community Event 
Tehachapi Symphony Orchestra 

 
David Newby, Music Director 

 
Sunday, March 4th at 4:00 PM 

 
Country Oaks Baptist Church 

20915 Schout Road 
 

* FREE ADMISSION * 
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FAMILY GAME NIGHT 
February 9, 2018 

 
Pastor Nancy and Ron Pilling recently hosted a “Family Game Night” in Friendship Hall, 
complete with popcorn, board games, and even some karaoke!!  (Photos by Nick Smirnoff) 

Pastor Nancy Ron Pilling 

Gabriel Lohnes, Jenna Jones, 
 & Emma Pilling 

Sofia Koharchick 

Emma Pilling Steve Bacon 
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