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Dec – 2017 
Dear Friends, Greetings! 
 
The holidays are here again.  I hope that you had a wonderful Thanksgiving with family and friends.  
Perhaps you’re still basking in the glow of giving thanks.  I’m still basking in the glow of the Sunday 
following Veteran’s Day.  It was precious.  Thank you to all who came and provided the delicious 
pancake breakfast.  It was wonderful being able to acknowledge the many veterans who are part of our 
congregation and to hear a little about their stories.  I hope this event happens next year, too, and that 
we can hear more from each person who served.  I was speechless and struck with awe to be in such 
fine company.  When our musicians played the Armed Forces Medley this year, I saw tears of pride and 
gratitude in many eyes.  The sanctuary was filled with emotion.  Thank you service personnel and thank 
you to your families as well. 
 
I am also basking in the glow of our pilgrimage to Alberque Las Memorias, the AIDS shelter in Tijuana 
that we have been partnering with in mission.  It was a quick trip, but filled with powerful interactions.  I 
am grateful for the time spent being with our little group as well as with the residents.  Being at Las 
Memorias, where material possessions are minimal, puts things into perspective about what matters in 
life.  I am grateful that I got to spend time with some of the weakest people in the infirmary.  Every 
moment seemed precious.  I didn’t know which of the people I was with would survive, and I could only 
guess how long some of them might live.  You don’t need to know English or Spanish when someone is 
dying.  Gentle touch, eye contact when possible, providing comfort and prayers in any language seem to 
be what is most needed.  I know the moments I spent in the isolation ward were well spent. (See photos 
on next page.) 
 

I also know that our church will be sending lots of love and WARM SOCKS to the residents and 
that their warm feet will warm their hearts and spirits.  Gracias! 
 

I encourage you to look for any glow you have been given and carry it like a lamp into the Advent 
season.  Let your warmth and light give warmth, comfort, and cheer to others.   
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,                            
Pastor Nancy 

mailto:office@tehachapi-ucc.org
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POINSETTIAS TO DECORATE 
ALTAR:  Nancy Romero is kind 
enough to provide lovely 
poinsettias to decorate the altar 
again this holiday season.  The 

forms for you to order and pay for a 
poinsettia or two will be included in the 
bulletin the next two Sundays, December 3rd 
and 10th, and the deadline for payment is 
the 10th.  Include your $10 in cash or check 
(to TCC) with your order. Those who so 
generously donate to our Christmas spirit 
should plan to remove their flowers from the 
sanctuary after service. Consider giving 
them to someone special or keep them for 
your own holiday. 
 

 
SALVATION ARMY BELL 
RINGERS:  The Salvation Army 
has asked that we encourage our 
congregation to volunteer two 
hours to be a bell ringer by signing 
up at registertoring.com.  They 
need ringers at Albertson's, Save Mart, and 
Kmart. 

 

 
GET WELL WISHES 

 
As most of you probably know by now, our 
church secretary, Sandy Dameron, is 
recuperating from surgery – and may be out for 
several months.  If you would like to send her a 
card, the address is: 
 

Sandra Dameron 
1121 W. Valley Blvd - Suite I, #308 
Tehachapi, CA      93561 
 

 
Please continue to keep Sandy in 
your prayers; we wish her a 
speedy recovery!! 

 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
October and November 2017 
 
OCTOBER 
 
INCOME        $  9,090.25 
EXPENSE        $11,321.45 
DEFICIT        $  2,231.20 
 
NOVEMBER  
    
INCOME        $  7,223.78 
EXPENSE        $11,121.26 
DEFICIT           $  3,897.48 
 
As you can see, we have not come out 
ahead in the last two months.  The year- 
end will definitely have a negative result.   
Pledges are down by several thousand 
dollars.  We shall see how much by 
December month’s end.   
 
Please send in your pledges for this year 
if you can, to try and help the bottom line 
for 2017.   
 
2018 pledge cards need to be sent in 
now also, so the 2018 budget can be 
produced. 
 
Please know that all of your support to 
this church is appreciated, monetarily and 
physically.  
 
Just seeing your smiling face is always 
encouraging.   
 
Joanne Beckett, Treasurer 

 

http://registertoring.com/
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ALL ABOUT 

THE KIDS 
By Ron Pilling 

 

We continue to make great strides in improving 
the spiritual journey for our youth here at 
Tehachapi Community.  Our monthly education 
team meetings have had three main focuses.  
First, we want all of our youth staff and 
volunteers to be “Safe Gatherings” certified.  
Safe Gatherings is a national background check 
and abuse education system.  It gives parents 
the peace of mind that the education team 
members all are certified to work with children 
and are actively safeguarding them from any 
potential abuse, ensuring a safe and fun space 
for them to explore their developing faith.  As of 
now, we only have a few volunteers left to 
complete the Safe Gatherings certification, and 
will continue to strive for 100% accountability! 
 
Secondly, we are working towards getting the 
nursery staffed for Sundays.  We understand 
that those who wish to volunteer have spiritual 
needs too, and we are exploring options to make 
the sermons available for viewing or listening for 
those who volunteer in Sunday school or nursery 
activities.  That being said, we are still looking 
for volunteers to support the nursery.  If you 
have an interest in this, please let Pastor Nancy, 
Joanne Beckett, or Ron Pilling know. 

Lastly, we are charging forward with playground 
improvements! Joanne and Nancy dedicated 
much time and effort to find the children a new 
playset at an affordable price.  The playset is in, 
and we are now working with our team to get 
the ground prepped to install it.  With the winter 
months encroaching, we will have to work with 
the weather (as well our schedules) to get this 
big task accomplished.  Until then, we will 
continue to have playtime during fellowship 
outside by the gazebo. 
 
One last note: We are resuming our outreach to 
the Tehachapi High School’s Gay-Straight 
Alliance (GSA).  I have made one visit thus far, 
and both Wayne Thompson and I plan on visiting 
again in December.  Our goal is to be with those 
youth, helping them to talk about their personal 
and spiritual journeys.  The GSA is hosted by 
Cynthia Morgan, whom you might have seen 
attending our church recently.  She has been a 
blessing in our outreach efforts! 
 
Please continue to keep our ministry in your 
prayers.  Youth in our community need a safe 
place where they can freely explore and develop 
their faith. We at TCC hope to be that place.  
Blessings to you all and Merry Christmas! 

 
 
 

 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
 Sunday, December 24th - 10:30 a.m. - Worship 

 Sunday, December 24th - 4:00 p.m. Candlelight Service 
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END OF YEAR REPORTS: 
 

This year, more so than in the 
past, we are asking that all 

team leaders complete their annual reports 
early.  With Sandy Dameron being away on sick 
leave, our office is currently being managed by 
two volunteers, Joanne Beckett and Linda 
Flores.  They are angels doing a lot.  Let us help 
them by turning in our reports by January 1st, 
so that they have ample time to create 
documents for our annual meeting January 
28th.  There are some proposed bylaw changes, 
and it is required that those changes be made 
available to all, two weeks prior to the meeting.  
Thank you for your consideration.  In fact, do 
yourself a favor and turn in reports before 
Christmas so that you don’t have it hanging over 
your head.  Let it be a little Christmas present 
for one and all.   
 
 

 
SALVATION ARMY ANGEL GIFT 
TAGS:  Once again, we are taking 
part in the Salvation Army's Angel 
Gift Tag program to help kids 
through the age of 15 years have a 
merrier Christmas.  You may 

choose a tag to purchase the gift, which includes 
the child/teenager's gift wish.  Or you may 
donate money for a gift, which can be bought by 
one of our congregation's volunteers.  We are 
again fortunate to have the younger mothers 
take on the Santa duties to have their children 
choose gifts for less fortunate kids their age. 
Through Sunday, December 17th, you may 
deliver your unwrapped gift to Laurie in 
Friendship Hall, or directly to the Salvation Army 
by the 19th.  The tags will be available on the 
table in the Hall on December 3rd.  If you wish to 
make a donation instead of choosing a gift tag, 
please make your check out to the church, but 
mark it clearly for: “Angel Tag," and place it in 
the offering by the 17th. 
 

Also, please join us and the other Salvation 
Army volunteers to sort all of those donated 
gifts from Tehachapi at the Monroe gym on 

December 18th and 19th from 9 until noon. 
Please consider helping as we never have 
enough help and it is a great community effort! 
 

 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA: 
Our 3rd annual Christmas Tea is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
December 9th.  Doors will open 
at 2:PM, one hour prior to 
serving, in order for guests to view the tables 
and purchase raffle tickets.  This is a full tea 
party with all the trimmings.  Each hostess 
will be serving delicious foods, at a beautifully 
decorated table.  Our young people will pour 
the tea. 
 

We gather to celebrate Christmas, but the 
Tea is also a fund raiser.  The tickets are $10, 
and we will have a raffle for a number of 
items donated by our membership. 
 

Since each hostess invites guests for her 
table, we don't have a centralized system 
which ensures everyone receives an 
invitation.  We want all UCC members and 
their friends to participate in the fun, so 
please contact Joanne Beckett who is the 
"traffic" director.  She will direct you to a 
hostess who still has tickets. 
 

 

WWW, Women Who 
Wine:  Our women's 
group, which meets the 
third Sunday at 2:00, will meet on 
December 17th at Big Papa's, on 
Tehachapi Blvd.; and at Laurie's in BVS, 
on January 21st.  On December 17th, we 
will be discussing the book, The Dance of 
the Dissident Daughter: A Woman's 
Journey from Christian Tradition to the 
Sacred Feminine, by Sue Monk Kidd.  If 
you've never read the book, that's fine; 
come as you are.  If you have the book, 
bring it - along with any comments you 
may wish to share.  All women are 
welcome! 
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GLOBAL MISSIONS UPDATE 

By Jan Roberts 

 
 

Our goals for 2017 were to help support two special projects.  The first, Pearls of Africa 
Children’s Home in Uganda, received almost $2000 from our spring quilt raffle and individual 
donations.  Below are photos taken of "our kids,"  big and small, living in the happiness and 
security of the home that TCC has helped to provide.  Thank you for loving these children for the 
last three years and counting!  
 

Our second and newest project is Las Memorias Hostel in Tijuana, Mexico, a refuge for people 
living with AIDS and TB.  Reverend Nancy, the Romero’s, and I joined other UCC members in 
November for a fun-filled and inspiring two days there.  The many residents welcomed us with 
such joy and kindness, and all of us felt God's love and presence.  
 

As a result of our visit, we are collecting socks and other useful items to take with us on our next 
visit in the spring of 2018.  You can also donate to our fundraiser to provide badly-needed 
washing machines for the residents.  Better still, get out your passport (or get one) and join us 
next time.  It's a trip, and a cause, that you won't soon forget!  
 

                                    
 

             YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE                   HOME CHORE – DRYING LAUNDRY ON THE GRASS 

 

                                 
 

PEARLS KIDS PARTICIPATING IN A ROTARY                                    YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 

         CANCER AWARENESS MARCH                                                                 (Director Rosette on right)
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Carmichael Family 

 
  

Jim was born in Los Angeles, and raised in Inglewood, CA.  He remembers riding the street car to visit his 

Grandma and Grandpa Phillips (in Los Angeles) when he was young.  Jim spent his summer vacations on Balboa 

Peninsula.  Linda was born in Washington, PA and moved to the San Fernando Valley when she was 11.  She was 

raised in Van Nuys. 

 

Jim was a Boy Scout growing up, and enjoyed coin collecting and model building.  He says that he always bought 

two models (to make one,) due to the missing parts.  Jim played water polo in high school.  Linda was a Girl 

Scout, and also belonged to 4H. 

 

She says that when she was younger, she wanted to be a teacher.  However, she later decided that she really 

wanted to be a “Mom.”  Jim hoped to join the Navy when he got older.  They met on a blind date at 6
th

 and Main, 

in downtown Los Angeles (Skid Row.)  Jim arrived on a Pacific Electric Streetcar from Long Beach Naval Station. 

 

They were introduced by their friends Lonnie and Cheryl, who were dating and later married.  Jim and Linda were 

attendants in their wedding, and a year later, Lonnie and Cheryl were attendants in theirs.  Jim and Linda were 

married on April 16, 1966 in Van Nuys.  Linda says that she and Cheryl have been friends since the 7th grade.  

Lonnie and Jim were both stationed on the hospital ship “Haven.”  The couples still keep in contact with each 

other.    

   

Both Jim and Linda attended some college.  Jim spent six years in the U.S. Navy, and was later a Commanding 

Officer of Haven Division, U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps, for 12 years.  He was also Commander of the American 

Legion Post 221 for two years.  Jim spent a total of 33 years in the aerospace field.   

 

Linda worked as a bookkeeper in an office equipment store, a ward clerk in a hospital, and a receptionist in an 

orthodontist practice.  Her favorite job, however, was working at Tehachapi Veterinary Hospital for 5 ½ years.  

She is currently taking care of 4-legged critters as a pet sitter.  Linda says she “loves those 4-legged souls.” 

 

Jim enjoys playing the bagpipes, photography, and anything Scottish.  Linda is a past president of the Tehachapi 

Gandy Dancers (square dancing,) and is currently President of American Legion Auxiliary Tehachapi Unit 221.  

She is a 23+ year member of TOPS, where she’s been secretary and leader several times.  Linda enjoys card 

making, scrapbooking, chime playing at church, and wants to learn to play her mountain dulcimer “before I’m too 

old to remember how.”  

 

Jim and Linda have three children: David, Debra, and Daniel, and three grandchildren.  David is married to Hollie, 

and works for the Torrance Police Department; they are parents to 17 year old Riley.  Debbie is married to Andre, 

and mom to Jessica (26) and Anthony (22.)  Jessica is a nursing student; Anthony works in IT, goes to college, and 

has plans to join the Air Force.  Daniel owns a pool service.  

 

Jim and Linda previously lived in Torrance and Lomita, and discovered Tehachapi by accident.  They were on a 

tour bus, en route to see “The Loop,” when the bus broke down in front of a realty office on Tehachapi Blvd.   

Linda says that the pictures on the window had nice properties and good prices, and that she had always wanted to 

return to live in the country.  They eventually ended up in Bear Valley.  
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Jim & Linda first attended TCC in 2003; they liked the feel of the church, and the people, so they stayed.  Another 

thing they say they like about TCC is its friendliness and caring for others in the community.  Jim is currently a 

trustee, and has also served on the Pastoral Seeking Committee.  Linda has served on the Mission and Outreach 

Committee as well as the Pastoral and Staff Relations.  She is currently a member of the Burton Chime Choir. 

 

Editor's note:  Linda and Jim are part of the friendly spirit of TCC, always there to see that everything runs 

smoothly.  In addition to church activities, they are involved in several other community organizations – including 

veterans groups.  You can find Jim passing out bulletins and ushering at church most Sundays, as well as being 

one of our ‘unofficial photographers.’  Linda has been involved with various activities over the years, such as the 

apple pie sale and sewing project.  As you can see below, Jim is proud of his Scottish heritage, often sporting his 

kilt, and playing his bagpipes for special events.  They have even hosted Scottish luncheons for the church…   

 

                   
 

                     April 16, 1966 (Van Nuys, CA)                                          50
TH

 Wedding Anniversary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carmichael Clan, Thanksgiving 2017 


