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Dear Friends, 
 
How should churches recognize Veteran’s Day?  A free pancake breakfast, on Sunday, 
November 12th, from 9-10 a.m., for veterans and active military personnel is our 
chosen response this year. Flipping flapjacks is the least we can do to say thank you to 
those who have served our country or are serving it still. All hands on deck!  Let us 
welcome and show appreciation to those who have or are serving us.  
 
Sometimes churches have difficulty knowing how best to interact with the military. Care 
packages and letters to troops are great choices. Most people want to support our troops 
and veterans; however the ideals of the Christian church and those of America’s military 
policy sometimes collide. A church that merely goes along with American policy may 
abandon its Christian mandate to recognize God’s children throughout the world. The body 
of Christ is not contained in America. As Christians we are called to love, forgive, and care 
about our brothers and sisters throughout the world. 
 
Yet, our country’s safety and security requires that we also protect ourselves. As 
Christians, we can support and love our troops, while recognizing our highest allegiance to 
God, challenging American policy when it conflicts with Jesus’ example of loving enemies, 
providing hospitality to strangers, and being peace-makers. We are called to care about the 
well-being of all people, which includes our troops and people we are at war with. As 
Christians, we are called to be part of God’s international kingdom first and members of 
tribes or nations second. Reversing that order creates idolatry of our national interests. 
 
My father was Airborne and his five brothers all served various branches of the military. 
Their devotion was to God and country in that order, never shy to challenge their country’s 
policies, while still committing their lives to its service. One of the six, Jay, with thick curly 
hair who taught himself to play guitar, lost his life in a battle in Okinawa, after World War II 
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ended. The news that the war was over didn’t make it to that part of the Pacific in time to 
spare his life.  
 
As a kid, I remember my cousin, Kenny, my Dad’s Godson, home on leave from Viet Nam, 
laughing with my Dad. I remember so clearly Kenny kicked back casually with his feet and 
military boots on top of the coffee table, the last time I ever saw him. 
 
I can’t imagine what Jay and Kenny and so many other soldiers endured. Words are not 
enough and pancakes are only a simple kindness, but we can serve them with great love, 
respect, and gratitude. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Nancy 
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TREASURER’S REPORT –  
MONTH OF – SEPTEMBER - 2017  
 Income  $9,766.91 
 Expense $8,752.21 
 Positive $1,024.70 
 
I suppose I could say we made up for 
some of the deficit by $1,000 and that’s 
true for this month. Unfortunately, we still 
are carrying a deficit for the year, but we 
are working on it. The bills are normal but 
income is down. We’ll see what evolves 
by end of the year. 
 
The budget team will be 
meeting in November to 
start the new 2018 
budget process. Team leaders will be 
reporting their new budget requests soon. 
We need 2018 requests to begin the 
budget process.  
 
Hoping the next month will be like 
September! 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Treasurer 
 

 
EDUCATION TEAM UP DATE 
 
Several things have been happening with 
the education team this fall: 
 The UCC has requested all teachers and some 
♦  Childcare people to pass the “safe- 
    gathering” requirements to keep our  
    church, our teachers and our children   
    safe when in our care. So far three of  
    our teachers are certified and others  
    are working to accomplish this  
    certification! 
 
♦  New play equipment in the form of a  
    “swing set” has been ordered for our   
     play yard near the parking lot. It will be  
     coming shortly and will be set up  
     sometime in November.  New play equipment in the form of a “swing set” has been ordered for our play yard near the parking lot. It will be coming shortly and erected sometime in November. 

Yes, we know our children are few, but 
want to make a welcoming space to invite 
them for the future. 
 
We now have four teachers for each 
Sunday per month, and one teacher for 
those few fifth Sundays each year, and we 
have five helpers for each of these 
teachers. 
 
A nursery attendant has come forward but 
we still need a helper for her. Please ask 
me what that entails if you are interested. 
 
Our Education Team meets on the second 
Sunday of the month in the Education 
Building. All are welcome to attend. 
 
Teachers are: Steve Bacon, Ron Pilling, 
Wayne Thompson, and Amy Trillo, and 
Nancy Bacon.    
     and Nancy bacon 
Helpers are: Anita Pritchard, Linda Flores, 
Robyn Thompson, and Sue Daniels, and 
Geoff Lohnes.      
 and Geoff Lohnes 
Education Team Leader is Catherine 
Jones 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
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THANKSGIVING DINNERS FOR THE 

SALVATION ARMY 

 

For many years, our 

congregation has been 

generously making 

monetary donations so 

that we can purchase 

ten complete Thanksgiving dinners to our 

wonderful local Salvation Army for 

distribution to the less fortunate members 

of our community. Please place your 

check in the offering plate, clearly marked 

Thanksgiving Dinners, no later than 

Sunday, November 12th. 

 

As I will be out of town on November 16th, 

the day that shopping for the actual dinner 

items needs to be done, this year we will 

donate $250 cash instead, which the 

Salvation Army is happy to have to then 

purchase what is needed. 

 

Any donations from our congregation in 

excess of $250 will be carried forward to 

support the Angel Tag program of the 

Salvation Army for Christmas. 

 

Laurie Betts 

 

 
As if the holidays are not 
busy enough, we have been 
asked by the Meals on 
Wheels program to deliver 
about a dozen meals to shut-

ins in Tehachapi for a two-week period, 
Monday-Friday on November 27th-
December 1st, and December 4-8th.   
 
The sign-up clip board will be in 
Friendship Hall on the table next to the 
entry. Please consider taking part in this 
worthwhile program.  

It is best if there are two working together 
each day beginning at 10:45 a.m. from the 
Senior Center; however, one person can 
handle the delivery. It generally takes 
about an hour, and you will find it is a 
pleasant task, meeting pleasant, 
appreciative Tehachapians.   
 
Laurie Betts 
 

 
Your TCC Global 
Missions Team recently 
approved a $200 donation 
to Las Memorias Hostel 
in Mexico to help with 
badly-needed roof 

construction. (These funds were already in 
the GM account and the team thought it 
better to make good use of them.) Thank 
you, Rev. Nancy, for executing the rapid 
transfer of that money to help with 
materials and labor. 
 
Las Memorias, created to 
house, treat and support 
people with HIV/AIDS and 
TB, is an official mission 
of UCC Global Ministries. Almost four 
years ago our congregation voted to 
become an official Global Missions 
Church—a commitment to the dignity, 
security and well-being of people around 
the world. 
 
Although small in numbers, we continue to 
strive to help others as we are able. Thank 
you for being a part of our commitment to 
social justice through your donations, 
teamwork and prayers. 
 
Jan Roberts 
Global Mission Chair 
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                   JOYCE BURTON 
 

 
Editor’s note:  I have been acquainted with Joyce for many years, as 
we met in an organization in which she and Ken, her late husband, 
were dynamic members.  When I began attending TCC, I was 
delighted to see this lovely lady again.  She always stays 
inconspicuous in a rear pew, so I am eager to introduce her to some 
of you who many not have come in contact with her, even though she 
has been an important member for many years.  LAURIE BETTS 

 
Joyce LaVerne Young Bowers Burton was born in Warren, Arizona on February 18, 1928.  
I was the youngest of ten children, our parents were Pearl & Marie Young.  When I was two 
months, we moved to a small ranch in Double Adobe, Arizona.  In 1935, when I was 7, my 
parents decided to sell the ranch and join my older brothers and sisters in California.  At 
this time only three of us were left at home.  The others had either married or were out to 
seek a new life in California. 
 
In the late 1930s we finally settled in the San Fernando Valley in the small town of 
Pacoima, now a big city.  My sister and I were the only ones left at home, as my brother 
had grown up and was now on his own.  My sister and I received most of our formal 
education attending elementary and high school in the San Fernando Valley. 
 
In 1945 I was married to Ray E. Bowers, whom I had met a few years before, who was now 
serving in the USA Army Air Forces as a S/sergeant in World War II in the European 
theater.  He was home, now stationed in Pueblo, CO.  We were there until the war ended. 
 
In 1946 we were back in California, where our son, Ray, Jr. was born in Los Angeles.  In 
1950 our daughter, Ann, was born in L. A.  We had a home in the San Fernando Valley, but 
in 1952 my husband was offered a transfer to Lockheed Air Craft in Palmdale.  It was a 
good advancement for him, so we sold our home and relocated.  A few years later he 
changed jobs and went to work with Convair on the Missile Project.  We moved many 
times, from Palmdale to Alamagordo, New Mexico to Spokane, Washington, then on to 
Abilene, Texas, always returning to Palmdale, the home base, keeping active in our church.   
When our son was 14 and our daughter was 10, the four of us were baptized in the 
baptismal font at the Palmdale First Christian Church.  In 1962, while in Abilene, Texas, my 
husband had a coronary occlusion, passing away at age 37.  
 
 The children and I returned to our home in Palmdale.  I was offered the job as church 
secretary by the pastor and his wife, to replace her as she was expecting their third child.  I 
started my job and took an evening course to refresh for my duties in secretarial work.  The 
children and I were well involved in church activities.  My son graduated and went on to 
San Jose Bible College.  My daughter and I remained in Palmdale and I continued working 
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at church for a few more years.  A training school in the L. A. area was offering training on 
the PBX Board, which I did.  I then went to work at the Palmdale Hospital in the E. R. as 
receptionist and PBX operator. 
 
In 1967 I decided to make a change in jobs and my daughter, Ann, was excited about 
attending a different school.  We moved to Newhall.  I got a job at Cal Stores in Van Nuys, 
and Ann enrolled in Hart High School, graduating in 1968, and she went on to College of 
the Canyons. 
 

I had met Kenneth Burton during these years.  In 1969 we were 
married, moving to a ranch in Leona Valley.  My son and 
daughter both had married and were blessed with good mates.  
In 1972 my son and his wife presented me with my 
granddaughter, Tammy. 
 
1974 was very traumatic for me, as I lost both my son and 
daughter within two weeks of each other.  My daughter died 

suddenly of an asthma attack, while my son was in the hospital being diagnosed for his 
lingering illness and passed away.  The cause was lymphoma, a lung problem, that could 
have developed while he was in the service during the Vietnam War.  My husband, Ken, 
lost his middle son when he was killed by a drunk driver a time later. 
 
In 1980 we sold the ranch and my house in 
Palmdale and bought land in Stallion Springs, 
where we built our home.  We joined the 
Community Congregational Church, becoming 
very happily involved.  Ken served as Trustee 
and also Moderator.  I worked in the kitchen 
during Sunday coffee hour, assisted in the youth 
projects, was Deacon, Trustee secretary, and 
Chair of the Memorial Committee, which I really 
loved. 
 
In 2000 Ken passed away from Pancreatic Cancer.  I have lived alone in my home in 
Stallion Springs for 17 years.   
 
I was a member and volunteer for 34 years of the Guild of Tehachapi Hospital Thrift Shop.  
I have been blessed to have my granddaughter, Tammy; three great granddaughters, 
Paige, Courtney and Morgan; Paige’s son, Zane, my great, great grandson; many nephews 
and nieces who keep in touch with me quite often.  I have my church family and friends of 
many years.  I thank God each day for His loving care of me.  And a special blessing 
recently was my reuniting with step granddaughter, Andrea Burton Kaldhusdal, after many 
years. 
 
TCC is fortunate to have Joyce in our congregation for all of these years, and we thank her 
and her late husband, Ken, for all of their contributions to our church. 
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Great Grandson Zane 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
            

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joyce with 1
st

 Husband Ray, 
son Ray, Jr., & daughter Ann 

Great Grandson Zane 

Joyce, with 1 granddaughter  
& 3 great granddaughters 

:The Burtons Bowers – Christmas ‘85 
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Save the Date 

 

Saturday, December 9, 2017 

2:00 p.m. 

 

3rd Annual Christmas Tea 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Details to follow … 

 
Amy Trillo, Anita Pritchard, Joanne Beckett 

 
 
 


