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                 March - 2017 
 
Dear Friends, 

 
Greetings!  If you are reading this the first of March, you have survived Mardi Gras, Fat Tuesday, 
and Lent has begun. 
 
Plans have been made for some exciting things during this season, beginning with an Ash 
Wednesday service at 6:00 p.m., March 1st, with our friends from Tehachapi Valley United 
Methodist Church. Their pastor, Rev. Robin Wells, and I will co-lead the service at our church on 
Ash Wednesday and then at their church on Good Friday, April 14th. 
 
During Lent, our church will be experimenting with Tuesday evening alternative worship and 
spiritual practices. Beginning March 7th, at 5:30 p.m., yoga instructor, Nikki Miller, will instruct us in 
yoga in our Education building for six consecutive weeks. We are lucky to have her agree to this. 
She is a delight. Invite your friends!  (Donations to compensate for her time will gladly be accepted 
each week.)  Childcare will be available for young ones in the Nursery, and older youth may gather 
in the basement Youth Room for fun and bonding. 
 
Immediately following 40 minutes of yoga, each Tuesday evening, for five weeks, we will learn and 
practice various forms of meditation. Then, all ages will gather in Friendship Hall for activities 
related to spiritual growth, including “Mindful Eating,” “Soul Collage,” “Inspirational Story-Telling,” 
“Native American Inspired Worship,” “Dream Work,” and various forms of music and prayer, with 
the evening ending at 7 p.m. 
 
The sixth and final week of Lent will begin with a soup supper at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 
11th, followed by a presentation by our UCC/DOC missionary to Palestine, Loren McGrail. Loren 
has been serving in Palestine for about three years and she will be visiting southern California for a 
short time. She has agreed to come and share her experiences of life in Palestine with us. 
Following her presentation, Nikki Miller will lead one final yoga closing session. 
 
After Lent, we will evaluate this Lenten experiment of alternative worship and spiritual practices. 
 
Mark your calendars and join in this Lenten journey. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Nancy 
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GLOBAL MISSIONS  
 
Here’s a great way to 
support “our kids” in 
Africa, and perhaps 
win a gorgeous custom 
quilt for yourself or 
someone special. 
Lynne Bauer, local quilt artist and friend of good 
causes, has generously donated one of her 
creations to help cover expenses for the Pearls 
of Africa Children’s Home in Uganda. The 
Home provides loving care, education, and life 
skills for 29 children of all ages, displaced from 
their families by civil war, HIV/AIDS, and 
extreme poverty. 
 

The quilt, Garden 
Basket, is valued at 
$300 (Lynne doesn’t 
add in countless 
hours of her labor of 
love), and will be on 
display each Sunday.  

Tickets are $5.00 each, or $20.00 for 5. Look 
for Global Mission team members with badges 
that read “Quilt Raffle Tickets.” Sales continue 
through Sunday, April 30th. Celebrate the arrival 
of Spring with a lavish “make-it-yourself” ice 
cream sundae party and a big drawing for the 
quilt. You don’t have to attend, but be warned, 
we will eat your ice cream! 
 
Your Global Missions Team - Jan Roberts, 
Linda Flores, Patrick Pine, Jan Combs, Anita 
Pritchard 
 
 
ADULT EDUCATION 
 
Beginning March 5th, we will be beginning a new 
adult Bible study series, Thinking About Water. 
The study will be led by Jim Dinsmore each 
Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. Themes to be 
covered include: How Much Water Is There and 
Where Is It? Why Does the Whole world Have 
Water Problems? Too Many People With Too 
Much! Good Policies and Bad Policies – What’s 

the Difference? The Water Footprint: Hidden 
Water in Our Lifestyle, Our Stuff and our Diets! 
How Can I Help Make Things Better? 
 
All are invited to join us! 
 
 
SPECIAL OFFERING – ONE GREAT HOUR 
OF SHARING 
 
On Sunday, March 26th, we 
will be receiving our One 
Great Hour of Sharing 
special offering. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing is the special 
mission offering of the United Church of Christ 
that carries God’s message of love and hope to 
people in crisis. The UCC works with 
international partners to provide sources of 
clean water, food, education and health care, 
small business micro-credit, advocacy and 
resettlement for refugees and displaced 
persons, and emergency relief and 
rehabilitation. OGHS also supports domestic 
and international ministries for disaster 
preparedness and response.   
 
Almost 60% of the UCC's offering supports 
international development initiatives, including 
annual support for missionaries. Currently there 
are 4 OGHS supported missionaries and 2 
Global Mission Interns working in disaster relief, 
health care, education, sustainable agricultural 
development, and refugee support. The offering 
also funds disaster preparedness and response, 
and disaster related volunteer initiatives in the 
U.S. 
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WOMEN WHO WINE (WWW) 
 
The Women Who Wine (WWW) 
Bible study & social group will 
hold its monthly first Sunday of 
the month get together at 
Triassic Legacy wine tasting 
room on March 5th, at 2:00 p.m.  
This will be a fun venue to get 
together and check in with each other.   
They serve coffee, too, so come and enjoy 
the view with your friends! 
 
 
SWEET LIFE CAFÉ - April 1st, 2017 
 
Lots of women are asking 
“What are we going to do at 
this Retreat?” there will be 
no speakers, but small 
groups of four will “eat, 
pray, and love” over coffee 
and tea, share your stories, worship and Bible 
Study, reflect, make a gift for someone 
special, laugh a lot, and be pampered. In 
addition, your $25 for the day includes: Tote 
Bag with goodies used during the event; Take-
home service project; Breakfast snacks and all the 
coffee and tea you can drink; Lunch; Afternoon 
Teatime. 
 
It’s a great opportunity to treat a friend, bring 
a daughter or grand-daughter, honor a special 
woman in your life, or invite a new person to 
fellowship with other sisters in the faith.   

Date/Time: April 1, 2017  
  9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Location:   Parlor, Mill Creek Christian  
  Church (DOC), 1660 “S” Street, 
  Bakersfield 
Cost:   $25 
Childcare:   Free (if spot reserved) 
 
Deadline for Registration:  March 8, 2017 
Make Checks payable to Disciple Women, 
MCCC - Contact:  Susan Boyd - 332-4573 or 
Christy Kennedy - 487-5117 
 

“KIRKIN ‘O THE TARTAN” SERVICE 
 
Our 3rd Annual “Kirkin 
‘o the Tartan” Service 
is scheduled for April 
2nd, the first Sunday of 
that month.  
 
We will recognize loved 
ones we have lost, and you may bring a 
piece of your family tartan, or some other 
family memento, to place on the altar 
during the service. 
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT – JANUARY 2017 
 
 Income  $  9,480.90 
 Expense   12,358.17 
 Deficit          <$  2,877.27> 
 
Don’t panic! Certain 
expenses had to be 
paid in January. Our 
first half of property & 
liability insurance 
was paid 
($2,766.50). The 
balance will be paid 
in June. The quarterly payment of $1,550 for the 
Pastor’s Annuity was also due; hence the deficit 
for the month. 
 
To bring you up to speed on the 2017 budget 
with the new figure for pledges ($57,000 plus), if 
all goes well, we will have a surplus of $1,400.  
 
Unfortunately, due to the plumbing issue at the 
rental house, that figure may not stand. The 
Trustees are working out how to pay for the 
close to $3,000 expense. No doubt we will hear 
from them on a Sunday soon. 
 
More news next month … 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Acting Treasurer 
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Youth Events 
 

It was so much fun meeting this past month! We finally got our new 
church PayPal account and can invest money the congregation had 
previously donated toward Kiva. Together we searched the Kiva website 
to learn about people around the world who were requesting small loans 
so that they could improve their lives. Each of the four youth present 
chose a different person to help fund with a $25.00 loan.  
 
♦Nayen chose to lend to a 26-year-old man named Ali from the Gaza Strip. Ali is a chicken 
farmer and he hopes to expand his small business to provide for himself and his wife. 
Unfortunately, at present, his total requested loan of $1000 is only about half funded. 
 
♦Lucian chose to lend to Christopher from Kenya. Christopher is a small farmer who 
requested a loan to buy a dairy cow and increase his business by selling milk. With our 
help, his loan of $650 became fully funded. 
 
♦Carli selected Karli from California. Karli is the mother of three children. She started a 
small business in order to work from home. She sells homemade “Best Ever Salsa” in San 
Luis Obispo county. She requested a loan of $5,070 to purchase equipment to expand her 
business. With our help, her loan is now fully funded. 
 
♦Sofia chose Nenita from the Philippines, a mother of seven children, who was seeking a 
loan of $400 to stock shelves at her small general store. This was Nenita’s second loan 
request, as she already paid back her first loan. She became fully funded before we could 
finalize the transaction giving her our loan. So, instead, we gave a loan to another woman 
from the Philippines, a mother of four children, named Myca Christina, who also wanted to 
stock her store shelves with a loan of $375. Our donation helped her loan to become fully 
funded. 
 
Now we can follow the stories of these people and see if Ali gets his full loan and whether 
their businesses thrive, allowing them to repay their loans that can then be lent to others. 

 
Our youth are also excited about helping to improve a section of the 
Amazon Rain Forest, with a goal of raising the money to do so before 
Earth Day. They have decided that they wish to host a “Dinner and 
Movie Night” at the church, tentatively scheduled for Friday, March 
31st, to raise some funds for this project. The meal and movie will have a 

“Jungle” theme, and folks are welcome to bring bean bag chairs, or big pillows, to make 
themselves comfy. Youth and children and encouraged to bring their friends and friends’ 
families. Watch for more information to come about this fun evening. 
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FAMILY PROFILE … 

 
THE STORY OF  

JIM & JOLENE DINSMORE 
 

 
Jim and Jolene Dinsmore both grew up in the great state 
of Iowa; Jolene in Davenport, and Jim in Monroe. 
(Population 850) In 1952, after high school, Jim moved 
with his family to Davenport. There, after a couple of 
years, he met Jolene when both sang in the choir at 
Grandview Baptist Church. Then it began to get 
complicated.  
 
The next few years were a “long-distance” relationship 
with Jim in college and working in St Paul, MN and 
Jolene in Davenport. They married in 1957, first living in 
St. Paul, and after a couple of years, moved back to 
Davenport. Jim worked in building, and Jolene was mom 
to a growing family, which eventually included three boys, David, Jeff, and Randy, and the last 
one, daughter Dianne. During that time they were involved in various roles at Ridgeview 
Baptist Church, mostly in youth work and music.  
 
In 1964, the decision was made to move back to St. Paul for Jim to go to Bethel Seminary to 
prepare for pastoral ministry. During the seminary years, they served a church in Pemberton, 
MN, for two years, and a church in Cambridge, MN, for three years, the last year being after 
graduation from the seminary.  
 
In 1972 they moved to Mankato MN, where Jim served first as pastor of Bethel Baptist Church, 
and later at the North Mankato Covenant Church. In 1994, while serving the North Mankato 
church, they founded PACT MINISTRIES, a 501-(c)-3 non-profit corporation, aimed at helping 
low-income families and at-risk children. PACT  had a Neighborhood Center with a variety of 
activities and opportunities for children, the Neighborhood Thrift Store as a source of operating 
funds and a base for community service, and a rescued food ministry which to date has 
provided about 7 million pounds of food for needy families. PACT MINISTRIES is now in its 
23rd year of operation. Jim and Jolene’s son, Randy, is a member of the board of PACT.  
 
During their 28 years in Mankato, Jolene worked for 25 years at the Mankato office of the 
Minnesota Department of Health, most of those years as the office manager. She retired from 
MDH in 2000. Jim retired in 1996, in order to give four years fulltime as director of PACT 
MINISTRIES. (No money, more work.)   
 
They headed west in 2000, living full time in their motor home. They parked the motor home 
and bought a home in Tehachapi in 2002. They came to this church in 2005, and have found 
good friends here. Jolene has been much involved in music; Jim in teaching and some music.  
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Jolene does some quilting, particularly quilts for new members of a growing family, with 13 
grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren. Jim does a little writing and a little woodwork. They 
have been pleased to be part of the Tehachapi community and enjoy the opportunities for 
music, arts, and drama that abound here.  
 
________________ 
 
Editor’s note:  Jim & Jolene are salt of the earth human beings—ones that the world would 
benefit from having many more of. They have given of themselves to their family and the 
greater communities in which they have lived through their life together.  
 
TCC has received so much from these marvelous people, and I often think, “What would 
our church do without them?” Jolene’s music has graced the Sunday services, and Jim’s 
many adult education classes have greatly informed our congregation. (I only wish that the 
programs had been recorded so that others might benefit from them in the future.)  
 
Thank you, Jim & Jolene, for your many contributions to us all! 
 
         —Laurie Rude-Betts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ephesians 1:16 
 
… I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 
remember you in my prayers. 
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