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Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings! I am writing this letter while a great flood, set in motion by Hurricane Harvey, has 
covered southeast Texas, including Houston, and large portions of Louisiana. Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to our southern neighbors as the reality sinks in about how much people 
have lost and how lengthy the recovery will be. We on dry land may respond to this national 
crisis by donating to many worthy organizations. Perhaps you have already done so. The UCC 
provides an option as well. You can donate online at the following link: 
https://transactions.ucc.org/CampaignForm/UCChrist/Hurricane+Harvey+relief 
or, if you prefer to donate by mail, checks can be made payable to United Church of Christ, 
with "Hurricane Harvey" in the memo. Mail to: United Church of Christ c/o Financial 
Services, 700 Prospect Ave E, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. 
  
Perhaps some of you will feel called to lend a hand in the coming years as volunteers will be 
needed in Texas and Louisiana. Our church could organize and send a group to assist 
homeowners and flooded churches, as other church volunteers did after Katrina. If this feels 
like your calling, let me encourage you! 
 
When something as massive as this crisis hits, it can be difficult for other things to seem 
important. What is our church’s call in response?  Perhaps the Divine is planting seeds in us to 
respond to this crisis. Discerning is an important step. It is a big part of visioning for our 
immediate and long term future. Bring whatever seeds the Divine is planting in you, whether 
you are aware of them or not, to our Visioning Retreat on Saturday, September 23rd, at the 
Cesar Chavez Center in Keene. 
 
There are multiple ways to discern the Divine’s call upon our lives. Our adult education class 
on Sunday mornings will begin a seven-week series, Invitation to Journey, on September 
10th, at 9:00 a.m. Discussing the Divine and the future of the church can trigger new thoughts. 
In addition, a brand new group, Shared Space, is forming on Tuesday evenings, beginning 
September 12th, to encourage creating space and listening for the Divine in our personal lives. 
All are welcome to come try it out.  
 
May you feel God’s presence alive in you, 
 
Pastor Nancy Bacon 
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TREASURER’S REPORT –  
MONTH OF - JULY - 2017 
 
 
 
 Income $  9,134.91 
 Expense     9,201.18 
 Deficit        <$       66.27> 
 
 

Not bad for a July Profit & Loss 
statement! However, we are still 
carrying a deficit for the year.  

 
More to follow next month.  
 
Oh, yes, I am looking for people to work 
with me on the 2018 budget. We will begin 
meeting in September. Let me know if you 
are interested.  
  
Joanne Beckett 
Acting Treasurer 
 
 
 
YOGA CLASSES  
 
Our “donation only” Tuesday 
evening yoga sessions are 
the best kept secret in town. 
We are blessed to have two 
wonderful instructors who 
take turns and care deeply about offering 
a great class.  They offer essential oils 
that smell amazing to each participant, 
and use wonderful music and lighting to 
set a meditative space to focus on the 
practice.   
 
Some forms of Christian worship are 
purely cognitive experiences; yoga is a 
mind/body experience, and both 
instructors weave in bits of Christian 
music and universal prayers. You may find 
it heavenly and enjoy the small group 
practicing with you.  
 

If you are interested, come try a session 
on Tuesdays in Friendship Hall. Bring a 
water bottle and two yoga mats, as the 
floor is hard with just one.  
 
Our yoga class has been meeting at 5:30 
p.m., but will begin meeting at 5:00 p.m., 
starting September 12th.  Namaste. 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A FACEBOOK 
PAGE?  
 
That's right! Just go to the following link:  
https://www.facebook.com/tehachapiucc  to 
see information on upcoming events and read 
inspirational posts. You can also leave a 
review of our church, as well comment on 
anything posted.  
 
Facebook requires that you 
have an account in order to 
have full access to our page. If 
you don't have an account, just 
go to the site and it will prompt 
you to sign up.  
 
If you have any questions regarding access, 
please call Ron Pilling at 661-340-2318, or 
email him at rpjr@live.com.  
 

 
TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY 
CONGREGATIONAL UCC  
 
Don’t forget to check out the church’s 
website:  https://tcccucc.org/. The links at the 
top of the page will connect you to various 
church-related topics, both local and UCC-
wide. They include photographs, a monthly 
calendar (with current events,) and some 
ways to get involved. You can even find 
recent issues of The Whistle under the 
newsletter link.  
 
If you have any questions or problems with 
the website, please contact Linda Flores via 
email at linda31591@att.net, or by phone at 
(661) 821-0621.  
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HOW TO ACCESS OUR ONLINE CHURCH 
DIRECTORY  
 
On your computer, access the website at 
instantchurchdirectory.com. Then, from the 
home page, you will see two gray boxes in 
the upper right hand corner.  Click on the one 
that says “Church Member Sign In.” That 
will take you to a page with a white box that 
says “Church Member Sign In.” Toward the 
bottom of the box, you’ll see a line that asks 
“First Time Signing In?”  Click on the blue 
link next to it that says “Create a log in 
now.” You will then be directed to a 
Welcome page, where you will be prompted 
to enter your email address (the one you have 
submitted for the church directory,) and also 
create a password.  
 
Once you have completed the above steps, 
you will then be able to use that information to 
log in each time, on the “Church Member 
Sign In” page. You can also download an 
app on your smart phone and have 
everyone’s phone numbers on your phone. 
 
 
ADULT EDUCATION SCHEDULE –  
9:00 a.m. in Friendship Hall 
 
Sunday, September 3 – Rev. Armand 
Javines will describe his work in Manila and 
present information about his travels there. 
 
Sunday, September 10 – Kick-off to 
progressive theology series and discussion:  
Living the Questions 2. This is an open-
minded alternative to studies that attempt to 
give participants all the answers and instead 
strives to create an environment where 
participants can interact with one another in 
exploring what’s next for Christianity, 
featuring acclaimed scholars, theologians and 
other experts. The first sequence of course, 
Invitation to Journey, will last seven weeks. 
 
Come, let us journey together! 
 
Pastor Nancy Bacon 
 
 

DREAMWORK 
 
Join us on Tuesday, September 5th, from 
12:00-1:30 p.m., in the Education Building. 
Bring a brown bag lunch and tend some 
dreams! 
 
 
SACRED SPACE: SACRED JOURNEY 
 
Has your faith journey stalled? Do you ever 
feel lost, or as though God is distant? A new 
group is forming on Tuesday evenings at 
6:30 p.m., in Friendship Hall, beginning 
September 12th, to create Sacred Space, 
while we listen to each other and explore how 
the Divine is present in our lives. 
 
Unlike our Sunday morning adult education 
class that encourages exploring beliefs, this 
group provides support and opens up 
pathways for discovery of the Divine. 
 
All are welcome. Come as you are! 
 

 
IN MEMORY … 
 
The memorial service for Jim Dinsmore will 
be held at the Tehachapi Community 
Congregational Church on Saturday, 
September 9th, at 3:30 p.m.  A sour dough 
pancake supper will be held in Friendship Hall 
following the service. Parking will be limited, 
so if you are able, please consider parking 
along E Street. 

                              ♦ ♦ ♦ 
 
On Sunday, September 17th, we will 
remember Anne Gouert during a portion of 
our regular church service. Her daughter, 
Jenna, plans to attend and place Anne’s leaf 
of our Tree of Love. 
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         Robert McLeod 

Robert McLeod, a devoted member of TCCC, has given us his 
hand-written biography so that we might put it in The Whistle, 
to enable all of us to keep in touch with this fine man. I have 
done some editing, but this is pretty much what he wrote. 
Robert doesn’t mention his many contributions to TCCC, 
including acting as trustee and doing many things to improve 
our facilities and grounds. – LAURIE BETTS 
 
I was born in southwest Oklahoma on July 27, 1930 on the 
edge of the Dust Bowl during an extreme drought and a severe 
depression. Construction was almost non-existent. The 
unemployment when “FDR” Roosevelt took office in 1939 was 
over 20 percent. Married women seldom were allowed to work, 
so very few families had much, if any, money to spend. My parents owned a small farm. 
The loan was very hard to pay. We raised almost all of our food. Mother canned lots of food 
on a kerosene cook stove for eight or nine children, who lived at home at one time. I am the 
eleventh of 12 children. I sometimes had a penny or more for the Methodist offering on 
Sunday. 
 
The war changed everything for me. By 1944 my younger sister and I were the only 
children left at home. Three of my brothers enlisted. My 19 year-old brother was killed in 
December, 1945,  in Belgium. Everyone was part of the war effort:  shipyard, for one 
sibling, aircraft plant for one sister. Farming was an important part of the effort. Ration 
stamps were required for so many things--gasoline, tires, meat, even shoes and lots more. 
Most material things were price controlled. War bonds were strongly pushed and could not 
be redeemed for a long period of time. Everyone worked who wanted to. Home 
construction was hard to do because of so many restrictions. Production of passenger cars 
stopped in 1942. 1942 was the first year in my life we got much cash for farming. Our car 
was old and only little repairs were done. 
 
My oldest brother gave us 80 acres of good farmland in 1944. It became irrigated because 
of FDR. In 1945, Roosevelt also provided rural electricity and we acquired lights, running 
water, a bathroom, a refrigerator, propane heat, and a septic tank. We had much more 
income until my school was finished, and I became a tenant farmer at 17 years of age. I 
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farmed until 1953 when another drought ended my farming. I worked at various jobs until I 
took a very competitive exam and was accepted into the Santa Ana, California Fire 
Department. I married in 1954 and my only child, Cindy, was born. Her mother and I later 
divorced.  I retired in 1985. I did get to farm part time in Oklahoma five years after I retired, 
but I gave it up because I was away from Joyce too much (Joyce was Robert’s second 
wife). 
 
My wife, Joyce, went through college and acquired a master’s degree, which enabled her to 
become a claims representative for the Social Security Administration. In 1983 she became 
so severely allergic to many ordinary things in our environment that she had to stop 
working. We searched a lot of Washington, California, New Mexico, and we decided Bear 
Valley Springs was the best we could find. And we moved there in 1986. After 49 years her 
life ended and I barely survived. 
 
I lived in Sacramento with my step daughter on a beautiful golf course for 16 months, 
but I did not like most of the country club atmosphere. I moved back to Tehachapi to be 
with my small church and Democratic activity and bought my tenth home. I worked too hard 
redoing that 27 year-old home and destroyed my back. I have six fractured, collapsed disks 
and am an invalid. 
 
My daughter, Cindy, and her husband, Fred, moved me to Bullhead City, Arizona, and they 
drove me many hundreds of miles for my healthcare. As Fred has heart problems, Cindy, 
who still works full time, was very busy. 
 
I have a comfortable income and enjoy my relatives when they can come to visit. I talk to 
my friends by phone. I wish I could see them. 
 
Editor’s note:  Robert has moved now back to Southern California and resides in an 
assisted care facility in Montrose, north of Los Angeles.  His address is 2640 Honolulu 
Avenue, Montrose, CA 91020; His new landline is 818-757-7967, mobile 661-805-1406. 
Robert would love to hear from you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert McLeod & Caren Wallace (Jan 
Roberts’ daughter) at one of his favorite 
eating places, The Shed 
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CHURCH VISIONING RETREAT: 
 

Saturday, September 23rd  
 

9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 

AT THE CESAR CHAVEZ CENTER 
Keene, California 

 
   What type of service brings you joy? 
 
   When do you feel engaged in serving others, such that you  
   want to do it again? 
 
   What things does the church do that really matter? 
 
   When do you feel alive in the service you are doing? 
 
   Can you recall times when you knew you were meant to do  
   something you were doing? 
 
   Write down your answers, bring them to our Visioning,  
   and let our lights shine! 
 
 
       __________________ 
 
 

Come be part of dreaming our future!   
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Thursday evening, 
 
August 17, 2017 

Tehachapi Peace Vigil following 
violence in Charlottesville, NC 
 


