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Dear Friends, 
 
Greetings!  
 
Our visioning retreat at the Chavez Center was delightful. Thank you to those who attended 
and provided great energy. Thanks especially to Patrick Pine for securing the location and 
providing assistance in planning. Thanks, too, to Ronald Pilling and Rev. Armand Javines for 
contributing to the day’s faithful prayers and reflections. We have some wonderful resources 
and gifted people who care very much about our community and our church. Praise God. 
 
At the end of the day, we began identifying a few goals for the coming year and action steps to 
work toward those goals. In order to keep on track, an ad hoc visioning team will meet several 
times during the year, keeping our goals and intentions in focus. I have compiled input that was 
gathered prior to and during the retreat, and created an outline of the goals and actions that 
held the most consensus. While there were other great things mentioned, to be considered in 
coming years, we will be more successful staying focused on limited goals for just this one 
year, 2018. I hope our Leadership Team and the wider church will embrace and support our 
goals so that we can function as one well-organized team, being the church God dreams of in 
this particular year. 
 
I have included the outline summary from our retreat in this edition of the Whistle. If you have 
questions, concerns, or feel called to participate, please contact me or our moderator, Patrick 
Pine. 
 
Since the retreat, I have felt energized as already people have been taking action steps and 
there have been some serendipities that perhaps God is blessing. You will note several articles 
within this edition of The Whistle inviting your participation. I look forward to hearing from you 
and also to learning more from people who seem called to various ministries.  
 
Blessings on you, your family, and our church, 
 
Pastor Nancy Bacon 
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TREASURER’S REPORT –  
MONTH OF – AUGUST  - 2017 
 
 
 Income $6,207.50 
 Expense   8,807.03 
 Deficit         <$2,599.53> 
 
 
Summer months are not great 
income months for us. 
Hopefully, we can make up 
some of our deficits during the last quarter 
of this year.  
 
I do know the pledges are behind (over 
$3,000 behind). If you can bring them up 
to date, it would be appreciated. 
 
Our year-to-date Income & Expense 
Report is: 
   Income as of 9/30       $80,836.11 
   Expense as of 9/30      88,996.55 
   Deficit as of 9/30     <$ 8,160.44> 
 
I will be starting the work with the budget 
team in October. Patrick Pine, Hal 
Morgan, Jim Carmichael, Walter Bulloch, 
Nick Smirnoff, and Anita Pritchard are on 
the team so far. I will keep you informed. 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Treasurer 
 
 
SALVATION ARMY NEEDS COATS 
 
Tehachapi’s great Salvation Army has 
asked us if we could get the word out that 
they are doing their autumn coat drive. 
This year they are asking for coats/jackets 
for children, as well as for adults. If you 
have a coat or jacket to donate, please 
email me so that I can tell you where to 
donate it. 
 
Laurie Betts 
rude.betts@gmail.com  
 

PANCAKES FOR VETS & ACTIVE 
MILITARY 
 
One of the ideas that came out of our 
visioning retreat was to outreach to certain 
groups in our community. Veterans and 
active military personnel were one of the 
groups suggested. So, if any of you would 
like to help host a Sunday morning, 
November 12th, pancake breakfast for 
our local vets and active military, please 
see Pastor Nancy.   
 
We won’t be able to do this unless there 
are volunteers interested to make it 
happen. We could do worship in 
Friendship Hall together with our guests.   
 
Please email revnbacon@gmail.com 
ASAP if this calls to you. 
 
 
OCTOBERFEST ANYONE? 
 
Last year we had some 
German foods at our 
October potluck. Would 
folks be interested in doing 
that again? If so, please contact Pastor 
Nancy and Laurie Rude-Betts to let us 
know. 
 
 
PILGRIMAGE TO ALBERQUE LAS 
MEMORIAS AIDS SHELTER IN TIJUANA, 
NOVEMBER 3-4 
 
As before, the UCC Irvine Church has invited 
us to journey with them to visit our mission 
partners. This could be a work trip, as the 
shelter is trying to complete work on a dorm, 
or we will celebrate that it is done. If you are 
interested in going, please contact Pastor 
Nancy ASAP, so that we can reserve hotel 
rooms. The prices are very reasonable. 
 
 
 



3 
 

FUTURE TRAVEL OPPPORTUNITIES 
 
The conference Global Missions Team is 
working on details for a trip to either Puerto 
Rico or the Dominican Republic in April of 
2018. Partly it will depend on which site is 
able to receive workers and in need.  Watch 
for trip details to come.  Please contact 
Pastor Nancy or Jan Roberts if you are 
interested. 
 
Contextual Education:  Experiencing the 
Footsteps of Jesus. Would you like to visit 
the Holy Land next summer?  Pastor Nancy 
has been to Israel and knows that seeing 
various locations can enrich reading the bible.  
If you are interested in taking such a trip, 
please contact Pastor Nancy to discuss 
group rates and details. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S BELLS 
 
If you have children or 
grandchildren who would like 
to learn a few simple songs on 
bells, Geoffrey Lohnes and 
Pastor Nancy will be kicking 
off a “Children’s Bells” lesson during Sunday 
School on October 29th. Ron Pilling will 
preach that morning. 
 
Geoff & Nancy are so excited to see our little 
ones learn to play a few songs for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas! 
 

 
BYLAWS CHANGES 
 
If you are a Team Leader and you have 
suggested bylaw changes regarding your 
team, please bring them in written form to our 
next leadership team meeting on October 
15th. It would also be helpful to email them to 
our Moderator, Patrick Pine, at 
patrickjpine@gmail.com, and to Pastor Nancy 
at revnbacon@gmail.com before the meeting. 
 

ADULT EDUCATION SCHEDULE –  
9:00 a.m. in Friendship Hall 
 
Sunday, October 1:   Thinking Theologically    
    – How is the Divine Intertwined with the  
       world? How do concepts of the Divine  
       impact issues of race? 
 
Sunday, October 8:  Stories of Creation –  
       Can different stories shed light on the 
       meaning of life? 
 
Sunday, October 15:  Lives of Jesus –  
       Which Jesus do you know? Will the  
       Real Jesus please stand up? 
 
Sunday, October 22 – A Passion for Christ:  
       Paul the Apostle 
 
Sunday, October 29 – Out Into the World: 
       Challenges Facing Progressive Christians 
 
 
SACRED SPACE: SACRED JOURNEY 
 
Has your faith journey stalled?  Do you ever 
feel lost, or as though God is distant?  A new 
group has been forming on Tuesday 
evenings at 6:15 in Friendship Hall, right 
after yoga, to create Sacred Space, while we 
listen to each other and explore how the 
Divine is present in our lives. Unlike our 
Sunday morning adult education class that 
encourages exploring beliefs, this group 
provides support and opens up pathways for 
discovery of the Divine.   
 
All are welcome.  Invite a friend and come as 
you are! 
 
 
KEEPING UP WITH TCC FRIENDS 
 
New contact information for Robert McLeod is 
as follows: 
 
 Robert McLeod 
 Merrill Gardens, Room 111 
 17200 Golden West St. 
 Huntington Beach, CA 92647 
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YOGA 
 

Our “donation only” Tuesday 
evening 5-6:00 p.m. yoga 
sessions are the best kept 
secret in town.   
 
We are blessed to have two 

wonderful instructors who take turns and care 
deeply about offering a great class. They offer 
essential oils that smell amazing to each 
participant, and use wonderful music and 
lighting to set a meditative space to focus on 
the practice.   
 
Some forms of Christian worship are purely 
cognitive experiences; yoga is a mind/body 
experience and both instructors weave in bits 
of Christian music and universal prayers. You 
may find it heavenly and enjoy the small 
group practicing with you.   
 
If you are interested, come try a session on 
Tuesdays in Friendship Hall.  Bring a water 
bottle and two yoga mats, as the floor is hard 
with just one. Namaste. 
 
 
 

NORTHERN ASSOCIATION SPRING 
GATHERING 

 
Saturday, October 28, 2017 

 
Church of the Foothills 

6279 Foothill Road 
Ventura, CA 93003 

 
 
9:30 a.m.    - Registration, coffee, treats,  mingling
 mingling 
 
 
10:00 a.m.  - Worship 
 
 
10:30 a.m.  - Business Meeting 
 
 

11:15 a.m.  -   Sharing Church News 
 
 
11:30 a.m.  - Lunch with Felix 
 
 
We will get our lunches and then will hear 
from Rev. Dr. Felix Villanueva, Conference 
Minister, Southern California Nevada 
Conference. Q&A Welcome! 
 
 
1:30 p.m.   - Adjournment 
 
                             ♦♦♦ 
The Committee on Ministry will meet from 
1:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
                             ♦♦♦ 
 
 
Cost:  $15 per person, payable at the  
           meeting  
 
 
Please RSVP by October 20th, to: 
 
 Kris Bergstrom 
 Krisbergstrom5@gmail.com 
 (805) 901-8308 (call or text) 
 
 
[Please include any special dietary needs 
(e.g., vegetarian, vegan, gluten free, etc.) 
when registering.] 
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          The Jones Family 

Catherine was born in San Bernardino, CA. Her father was in the Air Force and she lived in 
several places as a child, including Illinois, Maine, and Northern California. Once her dad 
got out, Catherine’s parents wanted to be closer to family, and so they returned to Southern 
California, where her dad began working for Northrop Grumman (Palmdale.)  Catherine’s 
parents wanted to raise their family in a small town, and so they relocated to Rosamond. 

Hamed was born in Van Nuys, CA. He grew up in the Antelope Valley, where his mom lived 
in Lancaster, and his dad in Quartz Hill. Hamed attended Bethel Christian Elementary 
School and Quartz Hill High School, before going to college at UCLA. 

Catherine says that some of her best memories growing up are when she lived in Maine, 
playing in the snow, making forts, and sledding. She liked to play outside with friends and 
ride her bike. And although she changed her mind from time to time, Catherine hoped to 
someday become an actress, teacher, doctor, or psychologist. 

Hamed says that he enjoyed going to sporting events, baseball card shows, and autograph 
signings with his dad. One of his favorite childhood memories was traveling with his mom to 
Germany, Austria, and Italy, when he was nine years old. He was also able to meet some 
of his Iranian family for the first time, in Turkey. Hamed’s hobbies were playing soccer and 
basketball, collecting baseball cards, and collecting sports memorabilia. He wanted to be a 
professional basketball player, until he realized that he wasn’t going to be tall enough. His 
goal then became to attend college at UCLA. 

Catherine graduated from Rosamond HS in 2000, and decided to pursue a career in 
education. She attended Antelope Valley Jr. College; then transferred to CSU Northridge, 
where she earned a degree in Liberal Studies and a multiple studies teaching credential. 

Hamed graduated Valedictorian from Quartz Hill HS in 1999. He attended UCLA, initially 
majoring in Computer Science and Engineering. After a year and a half, he changed majors 
to Mathematics/Applied Science with an Accounting and Management Plan. Hamed 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree (in that major) in 2004. 

After graduating from college, Catherine began teaching for the Southern Kern Unified 
School District in Rosamond, and is now in her 13th year. Hamed got his first job (after 
college) with the City of Palmdale Finance Department as an Account Clerk. Since then, he 
has been promoted to Bond Accountant, Financial Analyst, Senior Financial Analyst, 
Budget Manager, and is now Assistant Finance Manager. He has also worked there for 13 
years. 

Catherine and Hamed met at a wedding; she was friends with the bride and he with the 
groom. Although they had mutual friends, they had not met before the wedding. Hamed 



6 
 

says that he finally got enough courage to ask Catherine to dance on the very last song 
and, luckily, she said yes!  The rest, as they say, is history. 

When they were first married, Catherine and Hamed lived in Lancaster. They eventually 
wanted to buy a home but, at the time, the housing market was still pricey. Catherine’s 
mother suggested that they look in Tehachapi, and so they took a day trip up here that very 
day – to look at some model homes. 

They saw kids playing outside, the weather was a nice break from the AV heat, the schools 
were good, the housing prices were cheaper (they had their eye on a particular model,) and 
they loved the mountain beauty. Catherine and Hamed both fell in love with Tehachapi!  
Hamed said he had to convince himself that he could handle the commute to Palmdale; a 
successful fishing day at Brite Lake clinched his decision, and they soon moved to 
Tehachapi. 

They tried a couple of other churches, before settling on TUCC, where they “liked the 
message.”  When their first child, Jenna (6) was born, they became motivated to join the 
church, and have been members for five years now. They also have a son, Cade (2). 
Catherine likes that TUCC is for love, and says that has always been the bottom line. She 
is currently a co-leader on the Education Team. Hamed likes that the church is accepting of 
all and not judgmental, unlike several other churches where there seems to be a 
hypocritical sense of superiority. He really likes the church’s focus on loving all.  

Catherine enjoys working out, shopping, watching movies, trying different kinds of food, 
UCLA football, going to the beach, and traveling. Hamed enjoys fly fishing, playing fantasy 
sports, playing basketball, watching UCLA football and basketball, following UCLA 
recruiting, and traveling with the family. 

 

 

 

 

 

TUCC is lucky to have the  

Jones family! 
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Goals from TCCCUCC Visioning Retreat, September, 2017 
 

Goal 1. Invite the Community to Journey with Us 

Objective 1a. Build relationships with people in the community 

Objective 1b. Get community people in the door 

Objective 1c. Keep people once they have made it to the church 

Objective 1d. Target particular groups 

 Actions for Goal 1: 

  i. Create and identify an Outreach & Invitation Team (Our current bylaws  
   don’t cover this very well.  This would be a group that does outreach  
   and what some think of as marketing.) 
 
  ii. Enhance our system of welcome for visitors 

  iii. Connect our community service activities with invitation  
   (e.g., wear TCC t-shirts when we do things, leave behind contact   
  information and invitations to upcoming events) 
 
  iv. Increase effective signage/banners around the church that advertises  
   who we are 
 
  v. Find ways to help new members become active participants/leaders  
 
  vi. Make the church facility appealing to onlookers (e.g., children playing) 
 
Goal 2. Serve the Community 
 
Objective 2a. Continue current community projects (e.g., Meals on Wheels, Angel tags,  
  Thanksgiving meals) 
 
Objective 2b. Increase service to the Hispanic community 

Objective 2c. Increase service to the LGBTQ community 

Objective 2d. Consider service/outreach to other community groups (Veterans, Active   
  Military, Areo-Space, Seniors, Children Who Gather at Wells School, etc.) 

 Actions for Goal 2: 

  i. Identify team members to strengthen our “Service” team 

  ii. Discuss community needs assessment with those who have volunteered 

  iii. Partner with Faith in Kern, esp. regarding immigration 

  iv. Participate in LGBTQ events (e.g., Pride day) 



8 
 

  v. Open church to quinceaneras  

  vi. Consider pancake breakfast outreach to Vets and Active Military 

 
Goal 3. Improve Worship 
 
Objective 3a. Consider changes in liturgy 

Objective 3b. Consider changes in music 

Objective 3c. Improve technology capabilities 

 Actions for Goal 3: 

  i. Create a Worship Taskforce with brave, creative, members. 
   (Some things to consider: eclectic liturgy; Lord’s Prayer variations;   
  Taskforce exposure to possibilities online or at Worship workshops)  
 
  iii. Create a Tech Team 

  iv. Enhance our tech capabilities in worship 

 


