
 

              
         TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH United Church of Christ 100 East “E” Street ● 661-822-4443 office@tehachapi-ucc.org 

Rev. Nancy Bacon, Pastor        October – 2016 
Dear Friends, 
 
October is here:  windy days, pumpkins, cinnamon, colorful leaves, and the last full month of 
presidential political ads. God help us. This, too, shall pass.  I write this letter knowing there are many things in the air here at the church this month. Folks 
are fall-cleaning their homes in anticipation of our upcoming rummage sale October 22nd. 
Meanwhile, artistic elves have been painting up a storm in Friendship Hall, adding color to our 
previously beige gathering space. The basement youth room in the sanctuary has been hit with 
splotches of turquoise, fish, tropical scenes, palm trees, and life at the beach. Ron Pilling has 
been gathering some youth into this fun space and his musical play list is delightful. We now 
have internet access throughout the basement and sanctuary. Yay!   Other elves have been discussing plans for our children. Some new Godly Play items have 
arrived and a couple of fun interactive items are on the verge of creation. Together we can make 
a wonderful place for our children. It is the season to spice things up.  Our adult education class is focusing on poverty. We have a chance to respond by bringing 
canned foods to church this month, for distribution through the Salvation Army. The poverty 
class emphasizes the need for children to receive healthy food and good education. We can 
respond by promoting and educating voters about “The California Children’s Education and 
Health Care Protection Act of 2016.”  We can also support children by voting for “The Public 
Safety and Rehabilitation Act of 2016”; a measure that allows judges rather than prosecutors to 
decide if a 14 year old should be charged as an adult while actually investing in rehabilitation 
and education programs.  Meanwhile, our church Global Missions Team continues to fund Kiva micro-loans around the 
world while focusing compassion on a children’s home in Uganda where we can make a huge 
difference in the lives of some amazing, bright, talented, kids who happen to be extremely poor.  Children nearby and around the world need the warmth and love we have to offer. With the chill 
of autumn coming, I am especially reminded of a favorite Irish Proverb: “It is in the shelter of 
each other that people live.”  Let us shelter someone. It will add spice to our own lives.  Love,  Pastor Nancy   
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OCTOBER CANNED FOOD DRIVE  Bring any non-perishable 
food items to church this 
month for donation and 
distribution through the Salvation 
Army. Items may be placed in the 
basket beneath the altar. 
 
 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - OCTOBER 
 
Women Who Wine - 
Sunday, October 2nd, 
2:00 p.m. at Debra 
Haynes’ home, 25600 
Wilderness Way. Join in 
the fun and women’s 
bible study. This month’s topic will be The 
Canaanite Woman. 

♦ ● ♦  Spiritwind – Sunday - October 2nd, 5:00 
p.m., in the Christian Education Room. Spiritual Dream Work will be presented by 
Rev. Nancy Bacon. 

♦ ● ♦  First Friday – October 7th, 
5:00-8:00 p.m. – Join a 
group from the church on 
Tehachapi Boulevard to 
discuss and advocate for 
three ballot initiatives while 
registering voters. 

♦ ● ♦  Blessing of the Animals – 
Sunday, October 9th – during 
the Children’s Message. All 

are welcome. Pets may be excused with 
the children, as needed. 

♦ ● ♦  Godly Play Training – Tuesday, 
October 18th, 5:00-8:30 p.m. – Food will 
be available in the Education Building, 
followed by a training with a professional 
Godly Play story teller, beginning at  

5:30 p.m. Godly Play is a form of learning 
sacred stories that encourages question-
ing, curiosity and wonder about the Divine 
and human beings, while allowing 
children to play and practice shared 
spiritual rituals. The church will be paying 
for the training, so there is no cost to 
attend this event. Come and experience 
the mystery of Godly Play! 

♦ ● ♦  Youth Group with Ron Pilling – 
Thursday, October 20th, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
– Come for snacks and exploration; bring 
a friend! 

♦ ● ♦  Church Rummage Sale – 
Saturday, October 22nd, 
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. – 
Tehachapi Community 
Church – Friendship Hall 

♦ ● ♦  Northern Association Fall Meeting – 
Saturday, October 22nd, in Santa 
Barbara 
      ♦ ● ♦  Harry Potter Movie 

Marathon – Saturday, 
October 29th, begins at 
4:00 p.m.  Come dressed 

in your favorite Harry Potter gear for an 
evening of fun, with snacks, movies and 
games. Bring your friends! 

♦ ● ♦  Oktoberfest Service & 
Potluck, Sunday, October 30th – This is Reformation 
Sunday and we will 
celebrate with a guest accordion player 
and some German elements in the 
worship. Our monthly potluck will be held 
this Sunday, rather than on the 23rd. 
Please bring German (or German-like, 
Austrian, Swiss) foods. We plan to have 
some fun Oktoberfest music during the 
meal. Brush up on your polka! 
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FAMILY PROFILE …  THE STORY OF CHERYL HARRIS by Linda Flores 
Cheryl was born in San Diego, CA.  Except for brief stints living in Ohio 
and Pennsylvania, she spent her entire life (before Tehachapi) there.  
For those familiar with San Diego, Cheryl lived in Mission Beach, 
Pacific Beach, Kearny Mesa, as well as El Cajon, where she owned a 
mobile home for five years. 
 
Cheryl grew up in the Methodist Church.  She loved music, ‘Star Trek,’ 
and art.  One of her favorite memories is visiting her grandfather 
(during the summers,) who worked at several of the local Methodist 
camps, as a carpenter.  They included Cedar Glen, Cisquito, Lazy W  
Ranch, and Camp Virginia (where he later became the manager.) 
 
Cheryl says that from the time she was old enough to scribble in her mother’s books, she has 
been an artist.  She began painting oil portraits at the age of 14, later drawing them in colored 
pencil.  She dreamed of becoming a special effects artist for ‘Lucasfilm’ (or something similar.)  
Over the years, Cheryl has explored many different mediums.     
 
In 2005, she bought a lampworking torch and found a new love!  Glass, specifically bead 
making, is the latest iteration of her creative journey.  She says it’s the ‘best of both worlds,’ 
the precision of pencil in color!  Cheryl says that making glass beads is challenging, as well as 
rewarding.  It is her main creative pursuit at the moment.  (In fact, you can view some of 
Cheryl’s art on Etsy, where she currently sells the glass beads:  https://www.etsy.com/shop/cherylsart?ref=hdr_shop_menu ).  
 
Recently, she has also begun digital art with a Wacom tablet and stylus, which she is 
enjoying.  Cheryl says that she is trying to create something beautiful, in what can be an ugly 
world.  She believes that her talent is God-given, and her goal is to uplift others with her art.  
 
Cheryl has been attending TCC-UCC for about two years.  She loves that it’s progressive and 
an “ONA” church.  Cheryl recently took over the janitorial duties at church, as well as the 
“Equal Exchange” program, after Julie St. John moved.  She has helped with “First Fridays,” 
and also been an active participant in the Adult Education classes. 
 
Cheryl loves having family close by; in fact, she ended up in Tehachapi by following her 
brother here.  She has two nephews and a niece, and her father also lives here with his 2nd 
wife. 
 
In addition to her bead business, Cheryl does some house and pet sitting (part-time.)  She is 
still an avid ‘Trekkie,’ and has also become a fan of ‘Ancient Aliens.’  Cheryl enjoys playing 
some computer games, and says that she’s good at socializing feral cats, if they aren’t too 
wild. 
 
Cheryl is a welcome addition to our church family! 
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           Neighbors in Need 
            Special Offering 
                    ♦            Sunday, October 2 
                    ♦ 
       10:30 a.m. Worship 
 
 “I was hungry and you fed me, I wasthirsty and you gave me a drink. I was homeless and you gave me a room, I was shivering and you gave me clothes, I was sick and you stopped to visit, I was in prison and you came to me. Then the [righteous] are going to say, ‘Master, what you talking about? When did we ever see you hungry and feed you, thirsty and give you a drink? And when did we ever see you sick or in prison and come to you?’ Then the [Ruler] will say, ‘I’m telling the solemn truth: Whenever you did one of these things to someone overlooked or ignored, that was me—you did it to me.”    – Matthew 25:35-40 
 
                            ♦♦♦ 
 
 

  
   Heads up! The UCC/DOC Global Ministries for Southern California will be  
 sending a group of people to Cuba, February 15-25, 2017. The group will do   irrigation for gardens, painting and repair of church facilities, and building  relationships. A Cuban female pastor hopes to provide a format for discussing   women in ministry, as this is rare in Cuba.   If you are interested in participating, there are a couple of scholarships that   can ease the cost of the trip. Application deadlines are October 5th and   October 30th for these funds.  
  If you are interested, please contact Pastor Nancy.   
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The following poem is included in response to several requests after Ron used this  
at the conclusion of his sermon on September 18. 

 
 

The Doctor of Grace 
 

So when you are hurting 
When you are scared 
When you are broken 
Emotionally impaired 

When your brothers and sisters 
In other nations 

From their leaders’ decisions 
Undergo dire tribulations 
Know that there is one 

A mighty and great physician 
One who can restore anyone 

From any affliction 
To be with this healer 

Simply express your prayers from within 
The door to restoration will open 

Because the Doctor of Grace is always in 
          —by Ronald Pilling  
 
 
 
 
 


