
 

              
         TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH United Church of Christ 100 East “E” Street ● 661-822-4443 office@tehachapi-ucc.org 

Rev. Nancy Bacon, Pastor        November – 2016 
Dear Friends, 
 I asked my family what I should write about this month in our November issue of The Whistle. 
Steve and Whitney both suggested “November 9th.”  You probably know that November 9th will 
be a big day … it is my step-son-in-law’s birthday. I hope he’s not concerned about turning a 
year older. It’s also the day that my mostly-Hindu adult daughter is hosting a Kirtan service in her 
community. She is excited. However, neither of these events are what Steve and Whitney had in 
mind when they suggested “November 9th” as my topic. 
 
To Whitney, the biggest event in the world that day will be opening night of her final high school variety show, Mirror, Mirror. She loves performing and says to tell everyone they are welcome to 
come either the 9th, 10th, or 11th, to Stockdale High School at 7:00 p.m. After the vicious national 
campaign we have all endured, perhaps a bit of laughter at a high school performance would be 
greatly appreciated. 
 
My son, who works in politics, will either be celebrating or writing reports about what went wrong 
on November 9th. My spouse hopes it will be a day that ends our “national nightmare” of an 
election. Though I image a large portion of our country will believe that the nightmare continues 
… 
 
Transitions are scary. Good or bad, it is normal to fear change. If you should find yourself 
needing some words of assurance on November 9th or beyond, consider these: 
 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23, NRSV) 
 
Keep faith with God, and love for one another. When President Obama was first elected, one of 
my Republican friends gave out “Obama” candy to her Democratic friends. Imagine if on 
November 9th, we all could be so gracious, demonstrating good sportswomanship and love for 
one another, come what may. 
 
Blessings to you,  Pastor Nancy   
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - 
NOVEMBER 
 
Women Who Wine - 
Sunday, November 6th, 
2:00 p.m. at Linda 
Flores’ home, 24281 
San Juan Dr., in Bear 
Valley.  
 
If you need a gate pass, 
please call Linda at 821-
0621.Join in the fun and women’s bible study. This month’s topic will be The 
Mother of James & John.  

♦ ● ♦ 
 
Spiritwind – Sunday – November 6th, 
5:00 p.m., in the Christian Education 
Room. 

♦ ● ♦ 
 

Youth Group with Ronald Pilling – 
Thursday, November 17th – 6:30-8:00 
p.m.  Come one, come all and bring your 
friends! 

♦ ● ♦  Donations for Salvation Army 
Thanksgiving Meals 
 
Once again we have the 
opportunity to contribute 
meals to the Salvation 
Army’s program to 
provide the makings for Thanksgiving 
dinners to less fortunate Tehachapi 
families. As in the past, we will collect 
money to purchase the 10 com-plete 
dinners at our two local super-markets.  
 
You have all been very generous in the 
past, so please make your check payable 
to the church, clearly marked “for 
Thanksgiving meals,” and place it in the 
offering through Sunday, November 13th. 
 

♦ ● ♦ 

ADULT EDUCATION SCHEDULE: 
 

Understanding Poverty  
 
Nov. 6 - $2.00/Day: Living on Almost 
   Nothing in America  
 
 Nov. 13 -   The Working Poor –  
   Catherine Smirnoff,  
   Presenter 
 
 Nov. 20 -   Law, Law Enforcement, & 
   Poverty Policy – Cameryn 
   Stein, Presenter 
 
 
Nov. 27 -   Yet to be determined … 
 
 Dec. 4 -   Poverty in the Military: Active 
   Duty & Veterans – Ronald 
   Pilling, Presenter 
 
 Dec. 11 -  Global Poverty – Steve  
   Bacon, Presenter 
 
 
Dec. 18 -   Final Class – Jim Dinsmore, 
   Presenter 
 

♦ ● ♦ 
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MEALS ON WHEELS SIGN-UPS 
 
One of the worthwhile 
contributions we make to the 
less fortunate community of 
Tehachapi is delivering Meals on Wheels, 
which we do twice a year for two work 
weeks. We now have the dates of 
December 1-16 confirmed. There will be a 
sign-up sheet on the round table on the 
way into Friendship Hall, beginning in early 
November. I urge you to find a partner and 
sign up. It is pleasant and easy, requiring 
only about two hours of your time on a 
work day morning. If you don’t have a 
partner, you will find that you can handle it 
yourself after the first day, which I will be 
happy to join you for. Try it … it’s fun!  Laurie Rude-Betts 
  In 2005, Kiva was 

founded with the simple 
idea that small loans 
could make a big impact 

in the lives of entrepreneurs around the 
world. In our earliest days, PayPal agreed 
to partner with us to provide free payment 
processing, helping to ensure that 100% 
of every dollar you lend goes to funding 
loans.  
Since then, more than 1.5 million lenders 
around the world have joined us, lending 
$920 million to help more than 2.1 million 
borrowers in 85 countries improve their 
lives.  
 
TCC COMES INTO 21st CENTURY…   The TCC Care & Hospitality Team is 
excited to announce that our new church 
directory (which Sandy has been diligently 
working on) is in the final stages of 
publication!  We are trying something new 
this time, an “on-line” directory, which will 
be accessible via computer (or even 
through an ‘app’ on your smart phone.)  
The website will require a password 
(available only to church members) to 

access. The biggest advantage of doing a 
directory this way is the ease of updating 
information, any time new members are 
added, or someone’s contact information 
changes. Once Sandy adds to/edits the 
website, the changes are instantaneous. 
(There will still be a minimum number of 
paper copies available, for those who don’t 
have access to a computer or smart 
phone.) 
  
If you would prefer not to be included in 
the on-line directory, please let Laurie 
Betts ASAP, but, no later than November 
15th (rude.betts@gmail.com or 821-1904.)  
However, we are encouraging everyone to 
be included in the directory, so that we do 
not have to maintain two separate lists. 
Your information will only be accessible by 
other church members using the church’s 
password. 
 
    
 
 
August   Income $5,549.50 
  Expense   8,384.57 
  Deficit  $2,835.07 
 
September   Income $8,519.27 
  Expense   8,687.45 
  Deficit  $   168.18 
 
The difference is in the income area. We 
need at least $8,000 each month in 
income to do okay for the month. We seem 
to be doing better in income so far in 
October. Pledges are down about $1,000, 
but will pick up by year end, hopefully. 
 Joanne Beckett, 
Acting Treasurer (in Michele Brown’s 
absence) 
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FAMILY PROFILE … 
 

 
THE STORY OF BOB & HELEN HALASEY 

 
 

Bob was born in Luverne, Minnesota. He was raised in 
Kahoka, Missouri, and Marion, Keosauqua, and Eldora, 
Iowa. His father, James Christopher Halasey, worked for 
the Department of Agriculture, and the family moved 
around a lot. Bob took his first airplane flight when he was 
three years old. He remembers flying over the Mississippi 
River. He became interested in aviation, and has been 
building and flying models since he was nine years old. 
 
Bob attended Iowa State Teachers College for two years, before enlisting in the Air Force during 
the Korean War. He served in the 357th Fighter Interceptor Squadron in French Morocco, and 
the 513th at Manston RAF Station in England. Upon discharge, he enrolled in Iowa State 
University, and graduated with a degree in mathematics. 
 
He was employed at Boeing Aircraft Company in Wichita, Kansas, and then he accepted a job 
at NASA Flight Research Center at Edwards Air Force Base. During his time at NASA, he 
worked as a research engineer and a systems analyst. 
 
Bob’s current hobbies and interests include model airplanes, and playing the tuba. He has 
played with the LAPD concert band, the Burbank Community Band, the Windjammers Circus 
Band, and the National Community Band in Washington, D.C. He has also enjoyed playing in a 
German Band and with a Dixieland group. 
 
Helen was born in Chicago, Illinois and raised in Tucson, Arizona. She received both her BA 
and MA degrees from Arizona State University in Tempe. She was employed as a teacher in 
Tempe, and then moved to Lancaster, where she taught until retirement. Her hobbies include 
genealogy, ham radio (KF6MYS,) and playing hand bells. Helen is currently a member of the 
Oliver Handbell Choir in Lancaster, and director of the Burton Chime Choir for TCC. 
 
Bob and Helen met at the Lancaster Presbyterian Church, and were married in the Lancaster 
United Methodist Church in 1964. They have three children:  Linda, Jim, and Michael, and eight 
grandchildren: Kristy, Katie, Kelsey, Amber, Jonathon, Riley, Madison, and Brooke. 
 
The Halasey’s met Dick and Esther Burdine at a Marriage Encounter weekend in 1984, and 
became good friends. When the Burdines moved to Bear Valley, after Dick’s retirement, they 
invited them to visit. Bob and Helen liked the area and the people. After Dick and Esther visited 
several churches in Tehachapi, they reported to them that the Tehachapi Community Church 
was the most friendly and welcoming. They visited, and found they were right; so they joined!  
They have been members since 2005. 
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Albergue Las Memorias, Tijuana, Mexico 
People to People Visit November 17-19* 

 
 
Valid passports are required.  Recommended $20 donation to the Las Memorias operation fund 
for all participants. We will also be buying items to contribute to the Thanksgiving feast.  
  
Nov. 17 
Leave Irvine 1 pm and arrive Tijuana 3 pm.  
Check in to hotel and visit Memorias, our mission partner sheltering people who are HIV 
positive; orientation and planning session.  
 
Nov. 18.  
Morning Yoga and Japanese Radio Exercises.  
 
Individual pairing with residents at Memorias to learn about and help with daily activities.  
 
Join residents for sharing and lunch.  
 
Afternoon activities with residents. Massage/facial and nail salon, games, arts and crafts.  
 
Evening worship lead by Rev. Jerri Handy, UCC and Rev. Lupita Castillo, DOC Iglesia de Todas 
Las Niceness, Tijuana, followed by shared Thanksgiving themed meal with Memorias residents 
and church members. 
 
Nov.  19 
Morning Yoga and Japanese Radio Exercises. 
 
Group discussion with residents in treatment for addiction at Memorias and information on 
programs for recovery at the facility.  
 
Return to Irvine in the afternoon. 
 
*For those wishing to participate in only the one day all day event. There will be transportation 
provided to and from the Otay Mesa Crossing.   

PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR NANCY IF YOU WISH TO PARTICIPATE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


