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Dear Friends, 

 
Happy May!  It is so good to be an Easter People! 
 
Lent provided us an opportunity to focus deeply on our spiritual lives, beginning with Ash 
Wednesday, followed by our weekly Yoga and Spiritual Practices, then triumphantly 
celebrating Palm Sunday and turning to meditatively journey with Jesus through the 
stations of the cross. Jesus’ passion and suffering on Good Friday were once again met 
by the joy of Easter morning, in this age old story of resurrection. It is good to be living in 
the season of Easter. 
 
I couldn’t help but think of the Easter story when Steve, Whitney and I were standing at 
ground zero of the 9/11 Memorial in New York City on Maundy Thursday. We located the 
name of my friend’s sister, who was killed in tower B, and I traced the letters with my 
fingers, while telling Whitney what I knew about “Marty.”   
 
The new World Trade Center massively towered over us, standing in defiance to the evil 
destruction of that day. One small budding tree provided beauty to a spot that was once 
between tower A and B. The tree had been destroyed when the towers were attacked 
and its stump had been thrown in a truck to take to the dump. However, someone 
noticed a few green shoots and rescued the stump that refused to die. We found great 
comfort standing near that tree. 
 
When things seem bleak, we never know what the future holds, but time and again we 
witness new growth coming up from the ashes of destruction; nightmares, giving way to 
new joyful dreams of miraculous hope. 
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I have a prison pen pal, serving a life sentence, who knows a thing or two about 
nightmares. He has been the cause of nightmares for others, while now living out a 
prison nightmare, himself. In the midst of his ordeal, he has written a poem about Easter 
and given me permission to share it with you all. Easter allows us to always have hope 
that God has something better in store, no matter how bleak things may seem.  
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Nancy 
 
 
 
 

He Has Risen 
 

Hark … a trumpet’s blow 
People of Earth running to and fro 

Angels sing to give out praise, 
For it has been over seven million days. 

About two thousand years ago, 
Jesus was on earth 

Healing, teaching and doing miracles since birth. 
 

And that’s not the end of His glory 
For we still all praise His heavenly story. 

Jesus was a gift from the heavens above, 
A man through trials and tribulations 

Showed nothing but love. 
 

With nails piercing flesh and thorns in his head, 
He lives on this Day, this very given hour. 

All you need is to believe and you can see His power, 
Just read your Bible, pray and do your part, 

And the nearest place to meet Him is in your heart. 
 

“He has risen,” angels flapping their wings, 
“He has risen, He has risen,” each angel sings. 

 
                                                —BY RICHARD MCNEW 

                                                                                                                                     WRITTEN APRIL 7, 2017 
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TREASURER’S REPORT - MONTH OF 
MARCH - 2017 
 
 Income $ 8,638.12 
 Expense    7,894.13 
 Profit           $   743.99 
 
This is a regular “normal” income and 
expense month – income in the $8,000 
range with normal expenses. It would be 
great if we only had deficits when the 
quarterly payments are due; unfortunately, 
from June to September, our income is 
always lower, so deficits happen. 
 
The income from the rental water problem 
(Trustee Special Project – Blue Envelope) 
is approaching $750 toward the $2,500 we 
need. Please give what you can when you 
come to church – donations for this 
special project should be placed in the 
blue envelopes available in the pews. 
Every little bit helps! 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Acting Treasurer 
 
 
SUNDAY WORSHIP CALENDAR 
 
Often there are recommended weekly 
themes for worship, due to the historical 
church calendar, U.C.C. national 
initiatives, and secular holidays of the 
year.  If you have inspirations or ideas to 
enhance our worship or the weekly theme, 
please contact Pastor Nancy.  The more 
the merrier.  Worship is literally, “the work 
of the people.”  Let your light shine! 
 
Sunday, May 7    -   Immigrant Rights Sunday 
 
Sunday, May 14  -   Mother’s Day 
 
Sunday, May 21  -   “Don’t let your hearts be  
                                  troubled” (John 14:1) 

Sunday, May 28  -  Ascension, Recognition of 
Graduates, Memorial Weekend, and Potluck - All 
graduates are encouraged to come in their cap 
and gowns.  If you have a family member 
graduating, please let Pastor Nancy know and 
they will be included in the service recognition. 
 
Sunday, June 4  -  Pentecost - Wear Red! 
 
 
YOGA IS BACK! 
 
Join us Tuesday evenings at 5:30 for 
yoga in the Education Building, 
beginning May 9th. Bring a mat! 
  
 
ATTENTION: Christian Education Team 
Members - The next meeting for the Team 
will be held on Sunday, May 7th, immediately 
following worship. 
 
 
WOMEN WHO WINE – May 7th at 2:00 p.m. 
at the Triassic Legacy Winery. Please 
contact Laurie at 821-1904 if you have any 
questions. 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A FACEBOOK 
PAGE?  
 
That's right! Just go to the following link:  
https://www.facebook.com/tehachapiucc  to 
see information on upcoming events and read 
inspirational posts. You can also leave a 
review of our church, as well comment on 
anything posted.  
 
Facebook requires that you 
have an account in order to 
have full access to our page. If 
you don't have an account, just 
go to the site and it will prompt 
you to sign up.  
 
If you have any questions regarding access, 
please call Ron Pilling at 661-340-2318, or 
email him at rpjr@live.com.  
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TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY 
CONGREGATIONAL UCC – SMALL 
CHURCH, BIG HEARTS 
 
The next time you’re on your computer, 
please take a minute to check out the 
church’s website:  https://tcccucc.org/. The 
links at the top of the page will connect you to 
various church-related topics, both local and 
UCC-wide. They include photographs, a 
monthly calendar (with current events,) and 
some ways to get involved. You can even find 
recent issues of The Whistle under the 
newsletter link.  
 
If you have any questions or problems with 
the website, please contact Linda Flores via 
email at linda31591@att.net, or by phone at 
(661) 821-0621.  
 
 
HOW TO ACCESS 
OUR ONLINE CHURCH 
DIRECTORY  
 
On your computer, access the website at  
instantchurchdirectory.com . Then, from the 
home page, you will see two gray boxes in 
the upper right hand corner.  Click on the one 
that says “Church Member Sign In.” That 
will take you to a page with a white box that 
says “Church Member Sign In.” Toward the 
bottom of the box, you’ll see a line that asks 
“First Time Signing In?”  Click on the blue 
link next to it that says “Create a log in 
now.” You will then be directed to a 
Welcome page, where you will be prompted 
to enter your email address (the one you have 
submitted for the church directory,) and also 
create a password.  
 
Once you have completed the above steps, 
you will then be able to use that information to 
log in each time, on the “Church Member 
Sign In” page. You can also download an 
app on your smart phone and have 
everyone’s phone numbers on your phone. 
 
 

CALLING ALL CAMPERS   
 
Summer Camp is right around the corner!  It’s 
time to register for camp and to seek camper-
ship funding at the pilgrimpinescamp.org 
website.  
 
Assistance with Campership funding is only 
possible during the month of May, so don’t 
hesitate.   
 
Pilgrim Pines Camp is amazing!  Your 
children will love it.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
♦♦♦♦ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephanie Smith’s delightful home-made dinners 
for the Church Community Listening Session 

Celebrating our Church’s 89th Anniversary 
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MICKEY AND MICHELE BROWN 
 
Mickey was born in Portland, Oregon. His dad was a 
merchant seaman, and he was raised up and down 
the west coast. In addition to Portland, Mickey has 
lived in Sacramento, Seattle, Spokane, Thailand, 
Lajus Field Azores, and San Diego. During the 
summers, he would stay at his grandmother’s house, 
for two to three weeks. There was a gas station about 
a ½ mile from her house, which had a B-17 Bomber 
on top of it. Mickey says he would spend hours inside 
that airplane, climbing all over it. He says it’s probably 
the reason that he went into the Air Force. 
 
Michele was born in Seattle, Washington. She spent summers with her parents, grand-
parents, and other family members on Lake Chelan (Washington) where she learned to 
water ski. While there, she also earned money to go horseback riding, and enjoyed riding 
her bike. In addition to Seattle, Michele has also lived in San Diego, CA. 
 
Michele and Mickey attended the same high school, but didn’t know each other. Michele 
had a friend that was only allowed to double date, and so she ended up meeting Mickey on 
a blind date. She was a sophomore, and he was a junior. Michele says they still laugh 
about the fact that she was so shy, she hardly said a word the whole time (other than 
‘mmhmm or ‘uhuh’.)  Other than a brief ‘hiccup’, when Mickey wanted to join the Green 
Beret (and Michele was adamant that he didn’t,) they have been together ever since! 
 
Michele has worked at a variety of positions throughout her career, including head waitress, 
aerobics instructor, real estate agent, and Configuration Management Specialist (NASA.)  
She says her favorite job though, was as a docent at the Rosamond Exotic Breeding 
Compound, a job which she held for five years. 
 
When he was younger, Mickey thought about becoming an attorney, an engineer, and even 
a chaplain. He ended up joining the Air Force, where he spent 21 years. He also received a 
BS degree in Electrical Engineering, and an MS degree in Management, and spent 26 
years in civilian service. Mickey has received numerous military and civilian awards over 
his career, including the Meritorious Service Medal and the AF Civilian Outstanding Career 
Service Award. He retired ‘for good’ in October of 2015. 
 
Mickey and Michele moved to Tehachapi (from California City) in September of 2005. They 
had started attending the Cal City Community Church when Michele’s mom was going 
there, and really liked the way that their pastor (Ron Sparks) preached. 
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When they moved to Tehachapi, they began attending TCCUCC. They left for about a year, 
and started attending the Methodist Church, due to personal reasons. The Browns returned 
to TCC three years ago, because they missed the members. Mickey has served as 
Moderator, and Michele as Treasurer. 
 
The Browns have two sons, Shawn and Christopher, and four granddaughters, Karley, 
Kayley, Brandalynn, and Maggy. 
 
They say they will miss their “Church Family” when they move to Washington later this 
year, and hope to return for an occasional visit. 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note:  The Browns have been an integral part of TCC, ever since they first joined. 
They are always willing to pitch in wherever needed; be it decorating the Sanctuary, 
painting/repairing furniture, or helping with the children. Their house is currently on the 
market, and they will be moving soon. We want to thank them for all their service, and wish 
them the best of luck! 
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Easter – 2017 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


