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Dear Friends: 
 
Greetings!  Yesterday, I was sitting on my bed working on bulletins for the month of 
March, when suddenly, I heard a loud noise and wondered if some space shuttle had 
flown over. Then, my bed began to move while the rumbling continued and I knew we 
were having an earthquake. I assessed my location and tried to figure out if I should move 
to the hallway or stay put. My bedroom is filled with books and I could imagine them flying 
off the shelves at me if the shaking got worse and I moved. There were no heavy objects 
overhead where I sat, so I stayed. It seemed to last a while, but it was probably less than 
a minute. How suddenly and randomly everything could have changed. 
 
Knowing we live in earthquake country, I am passionate about wanting our church to be 
prepared for our next earthquake. God willing, it will only be a small blip of excitement, but 
every so often we need to consider what we would do at our church and at our homes if 
an earthquake should happen. The church, as a community center, could visit neighbors 
to see if they are earthquake prepared, perhaps inviting them to a dinner and an evening 
of making earthquake kits together. Is anyone else interested in doing this?  It would be a 
great way to encounter our neighbors while bringing them postcard invitations. I would 
enjoy working with a group of folks who might find this fun and interesting.  
 
Aside from the recent earthquake, this past month was a bit bumpy for me. I loved my 
mission trip to Cuba, encounters, relationships, and things that I learned. However, I was 
ill for a while afterwards and that depleted some of my usual energy.  
 
Lent is now about half over and soon we will be experiencing Holy Week and Easter. I 
hope that you have been allowing yourself to reach out and encounter others during this 
season. I took a chance and went to meet Father Mark at St. Malachy’s, which was 
delightful. We will have a longer meeting soon. I also hope to have meaningful encounters 
with my neighbors in Bakersfield now that my strength is returning. 
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Random encounters can sometimes change everything. Those of you who read about 
Kiva, in the book, “The International Bank of Bob” know that it was one man’s smile at 
Bob Harris that led to a new path of his learning and promoting small loans that now make 
huge impacts around the world. Let’s be committed to encounters and letting them impact 
us. Whether they are encounters with earthquakes or people, meaningful encounters can 
reveal God’s choice of direction towards paths we may not yet see clearly. 
 
Blessings on your journey, 
 
Pastor Nancy 
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FIRST FRIDAY RECOGNIZES 
WOMEN'S HISTORY  
 
First Friday on March 
4, from 5:00-8:00 p.m., 
features women of the 
past who have made a difference to 
society and culture, and women of the 
present who continue this legacy.  
 
Our church is supporting American 
Association of University Women in 
presenting this event to launch 
Women's History Month in Tehachapi.   
Six AAUW women will be in Friendship 
Hall, in period costumes, to talk about 
their lives and what inspired them to 
accomplish the things they did. About 
the same number of present day 
women will be there to share their 
interests in the arts such as painting, 
drawing, weaving, quilting, 
photography, and jewelry making.  
 
Come visit with these women and be 
inspired! 
 
Phyllis Belcher 
 

 
FELLOWSHIP GROUPS TO FORM 
 
The Care & Hospitality Team will soon 
begin organizing small fellowship 
groups, for those who are interested in 
participating. The way it works is this … 
those who sign up are put into small 
groups of about six-eight people; it can 
be couples or individuals. The groups 
are strictly of a social nature; no studies 
are involved. We will do the initial 
coordination, but it is then up to the 
groups as to how they want to proceed. 
Many decide to meet once a month for 
dinner; some like to meet during the 
daytime, for lunch. Some people like to 

host a gathering at their home; others 
prefer to meet at a restaurant. There 
doesn’t even have to be a meal 
involved; if you just want to get together 
for coffee or something, that’s fine too. 
Again, it is totally up to the group! 
  
Ideally, the groups will meet for three-
four months, with a different 
person/couple coordinating each get-
together. Coordination can be as simple 
as picking a date/time/place, and letting 
everyone know where to meet. After a 
few months, the names will be 
‘shuffled’, and you will be put into a 
different group. This will ensure that 
you have the opportunity to meet a 
variety of people. Some members might 
be new; others the same. You can stop 
and start up again, if the timing isn’t 
convenient. 
  
This is a great way to get to know 
others in the church, no matter how 
long (or short) of a time that you’ve 
been attending TCC. You may see 
people on Sunday morning; even speak 
to them briefly at coffee hour. Nothing 
takes the place though, of a small 
group setting, in a fun, relaxed 
environment. If you are interested, 
please put your name/s on the sign-up 
sheet in Friendship Hall. Or you can 
send an email directly to Linda Flores 
(linda31591@att.net), letting her know. 
We would like to start forming groups 
as soon as possible! 
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SWEET & SAVORY RECYCLING 
CHANGES 
 
Maureen St. John will 
temporarily take over 
Sweet Recycling until 
May, and will continue to 
meet with participants every 3rd 
Thursday of the month.   
 
Chris & Carol Rush will take any 
recyclables left at the church for 
Savory Recycling to Benz, usually on 
Tuesdays or Wednesdays. There will 
be no formal lunch get-together until 
May.   
 
Carol Rush will take over both 
recycling programs in May, so look for a 
new schedule and additional recycling 
news then.  Thank you to all recyclers!   
 
Carol Rush 
 
 

 
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING – 
March 6, 2016 
 
We will be receiving this 
special offering on Sunday, 
March 6. The funds 
received go to:  
 
♦Build sustainable communities. OGHS 
supports self-help programs in more 
than 80 nations to build sustainable 
communities that enable people and 
communities to stand against and rise 
above hunger, disease, illiteracy, and 
other forces of injustice that deny and 
destroy dignity.  
 
♦Respond to disaster. OGHS provides 
emergency and long-term assistance to 
people in the aftermath of disasters, on 
average, once every 2.5 days.  

♦Minister to refugees. OGHS responds 
with advocacy and help, hope and 
hospitality for people who have been 
uprooted from their home of origin. 
More than 30 million of the world's 
people are uprooted at any given time. 
 
 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS … 
 
♦Sunday – March 13 – 
Annual St.  Patrick’s Day 
Celebration & Potluck 
(following worship). Tickets will be 
available Feb. 28 and March 6 (see 
Linda Carmichael) 
 
♦Sunday – March 20 – 
Palm Sunday – 10:30 
a.m. Worship 
 
♦Maundy Thursday Service 
– March 24 – 5:30 p.m. Foot 
washing and a Last Supper 
enactment in the sanctuary 
 
♦Sunday – March 27 – Easter Sunday 
Worship – 10:30 a.m. – Bring flowers 
to decorate the Flower Cross. A 
children’s Easter Egg Hunt and an 
Easter Potluck luncheon will be held 
following the service. (If you wish to 
purchase flowers for the sanctuary, an 
order form is included in the back of the 
newsletter. Orders must be submitted 
to the church office no later than March 
13! 
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April 3-4 in Paso Robles (April 24-25 is 
an alternate) 
 
Women who are interested will leave from 
Tehachapi after church on Sunday for one 
night in Paso Robles, enjoying the wine 
country and each other’s company. Hotel 
costs will depend on the number of 
women going. 
 
Please sign up in Friendship Hall if you 
are interested. 
 

 
BIRTHING KITS 
 
Give the gift of life this Mother’s Day! 
 
It’s an incredible human tragedy. Each 
year, 500,000 African babies die on the 
first day of their lives, and 1 in 13 women 
in Sub-Saharan Africa die of causes 
related to pregnancy and childbirth. 
Infection following delivery is the leading 
cause of death among these mothers and 
newborns. But the risk of infection can be 
greatly reduced by providing the most 
basic elements of medical sanitation 
during childbirth… soap, a clean blade to 
cut the umbilical cord, a clean cord to tie 
the umbilical cord, and a clean sheet for 
the mother and baby to lie on after 
delivery. 
 
Imagine that – you can SAVE TWO 
LIVES with soap, a clean blade, a simple 
cord, and a clean sheet! And those new 
mothers can return home and continue to 
care for their other children. 
 

You are key to helping us to save lives: 
 

Assemble Life-Saving  

Birthing Kits 
 

Join other volunteers on April 9th. There will 
be breaks, food and music! And best of all, 
your efforts will save lots of lives. 
 

Aid Africa’s Fundraiser and 

Assembly Day 

 

Saturday, April 9 

9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  

With lunch at noon 

 

LOCATION 

Giving Children Hope warehouse: 

8332 Commonwealth Ave.  

Buena Park, CA 90621 
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PILGRIM PINES SUMMER CAMP 
Brave Faith – Courage In Community  
 
This year’s camp will really come together 
in community as we explore “Brave 
Faith.” Our summer theme will engage 
our campers in building friendships and 
enjoying God in nature and challenging 
themselves and each other while having 
fun. It is designed with God and com-
munity as our core value. Daily themes 
are designed with opportunities to share 
the love of God and love and compassion 
for each other and creation.  
 
There will be family groups, music, 
campfire circles, folk dances, field games 
and more in a bountiful mountain camp 
which offers peace and a safe space. Our 
volunteers are filled with the spirit and 
willingness to put a little love in your 
heart! Scholarships are available – apply 
online now and through the Northern 
Association. Let’s get our kids to camp 
one week this summer! 
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT – January 
2016 
 
    INCOME  $11,477.50   
    EXPENSE  $12,907.26 
    DEFICIT           <$1,040.90> 
 
Expense included both insurances, 
worker’s comp & liability, and Pastor’s 
quarterly payments for pension etc.  
This is another “lots of expense” month. 
The Budget Team met on February 28th 
and will work out a plan for lowering the 
expected deficit for this year. This can be 
accomplished in 2016 and lowered even 
more for 2017. Times are changing and 
so must we. 
 
Joanne Beckett 
Former Treasurer 
 

UPDATE ON SUSANA ROSALES 
SOSA, by Les Duplan, St Vincent de Paul 
President, and Pastor Nancy Bacon 
 
Susana is progressing as well as you 
might expect, given what she has been 
through. She is still very weak, and not 
quite ready to be able to continue with the 
jobs she normally would do, as they are 
very tiring.  Very generous donors (from 
SVdP and the Tehachapi Community 
UCC Church), are making her life a little 
more tolerable. Her mortgage and utilities 
bills are up to date.   
 
Susana’s eldest child will graduate high 
school this year. He is interested in an 
electrical career. SVdP has started a fund 
to help him with transportation expenses, 
books, or other school needs at 
Bakersfield College.  
 
Without assistance from St. Malachy’s 
and TCCCUCC, Susana’s challenge 
would be much harder, and for this we are 
all most thankful.   
 
Please keep their family in your prayers 
and if you are able to financially provide 
assistance you may contribute by 
contacting Jim Dinsmore via email at 
(jdinsmore@bak.rr.com), or through St. 
Vincent DePaul Society by indicating 
funds are for the Sosa family. Donations 
through St. Vincent’s are tax deductible. 
God bless. 
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION 
 
Mayde in Ireland and the Kern County 
Pipe Band will again be there to 
entertain. We are going to sell tickets for 
the lunch this year so we will have an 
accurate number of those planning to 
attend.  
 
Tickets will be  
 
 Adults - $10.00  
 Children - $5.00.  
 
Tickets will be available on Sunday, 
February 28, and Sunday March 6. 
 
Lunch will begin at 12:00 noon. Following 
lunch, the entertainment will begin for 
those who wish to remain. 
 
Please contact Linda Carmichael if you 
have questions or need more information. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
EasterEasterEasterEaster    FlowersFlowersFlowersFlowers    forforforfor        

thethethethe    SanctuarySanctuarySanctuarySanctuary    

Cost:Cost:Cost:Cost:        $10.00$10.00$10.00$10.00    
    
DEADLINE:DEADLINE:DEADLINE:DEADLINE:    MarchMarchMarchMarch    13131313    

 

If you would like to provide flowers (mixed 

varieties) for Easter Sunday, please place 

this form, together with cash or a check, in 

the offering plate or bring to the Church 

Office. 

Your Name: 

 

 

Circle one: 

 

In honor of:                  In memory of:                    

                In celebration of: 

 
Dedication Name or Occasion: 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

Flowers may be taken home following the 

10:30 a.m. worship on Easter! 
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