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Dear Friends, 
 
Recently, I attended a meeting at the beach in Santa Barbara. While meetings can be 
dull, this one allowed me to see the beautiful ocean up close and the cutest adolescent 
sea lion I have ever witnessed. The little guy was playing in the water. Over and over 
again, he kept throwing a piece of plastic up into the air and catching it with his nose. Our 
meeting eventually stopped, as none of us could keep our eyes off of him. What a 
delight. The little fellow seemed to be having a blast, just like a child, with a favorite ball 
or toy. 
 
The meeting was a regional group of pastors and we were meant to be discussing issues 
related to church ministry. However, this little sea lion couldn’t quit playing and drawing 
us toward contemplating him, the garbage he had claimed as a toy, and the miracle of 
his astounding movements. It would have been fun to play catch with him, and I 
wondered if he was hoping we might. His actions spoke deeply to me. 
 
Our church’s motto, “God is still speaking” affirms that God didn’t stop speaking 2000 
years ago, with all of God’s words trapped and sealed in one holy book. We affirm that 
God continues speaking today, and through whatever means God chooses. As I watched 
the ongoing playful stamina of the young sea lion, I felt God was surely speaking through 
this encounter. Life is precious and brief and we are all connected through our 
astounding environment. We “otter” play and laugh and rejoice. There is so much around 
us to be grateful for. Let nature, God’s playground, grab your attention. Let yourself take 
in just how good it is to be alive right now. 
 
Our work and responsibilities will always be calling and they, too, can be spiritual actions 
and practices we do to help and serve others. It’s the balance that needs our attention. 
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Too much of either work or play leaves us out of sync with ourselves, our environment, 
God, and those who must put up with us. 
 
The biblical story of Mary and Martha tells of two sisters attending in different ways to 
what they perceive God calling them to do. Martha is busy working to provide hospitality 
to guests - a fine and loving act of service - while Mary perceives that her time is best 
spent simply sitting at Jesus’ feet, listening to him, during the short time she has 
available to be with him. 
 
Perhaps many of us can relate to Mary and Martha. People and our environment need 
our hospitality, responsibility and care, but they also need our undivided attention 
sometimes and we need to truly be present with each as well. These are the key 
moments of life - when we are most alive. When two or more are gathered and fully 
present we may experience some profound divine encounters. 
 
May your summer be blessed by people who tend to your needs for food and comfort, 
may you provide those blessings to others, and may you deeply sense God speaking to 
your heart, showing you what is most important for you to attend to. 

 
 
Love, 
 
Pastor Nancy 
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TREASURER’S REPORT - MONTH OF 
APRIL - 2017 
 
 Income $11,113.25 
 Expense   11,882.67 
 Deficit       <$    769.42> 
 

We spent $603.80 in repairs 
on our three buildings, and 
sent our first half of per capita 

money to SCNC UCC ($705.00). All things 
considered, we did well in April. 
 
A great surprise by an anonymous donor 
paid off our rental plumbing expense. We 
collected $1,100 and the donor paid 
$1,400. We have an angel in our midst. 
Such a blessing! 
 
Until next month … 
  
Joanne Beckett 
Acting Treasurer 
 
 
YOGA WILL RETURN IN JULY 
 
Yoga classes will be 
suspended for the month of 
June. Everyone is welcome to 
join us Tuesday evenings at 
5:30 for yoga in the Education 
Building, beginning July 11th.  
 
Bring a mat! 
  
 

ATTENTION: Christian Education 
Team Members - The regular 
monthly meeting has been changed 

– the Team will now meet the second 
Sunday of each month. The next meeting will 
be Sunday, June 11th a 12:00 noon. 
 
Please mark your calendars! 
 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL & NURSERY 
HELPERS NEEDED! – We have 3 
teachers and 1 nursery attendant; we 

need one more teacher, some substitutes 
for both the classroom and the nursery, 
and some helpers. If you could volunteer 
one Sunday per month to assist our 
children, please contact Joanne Beckett. 
 
 
DID YOU KNOW WE HAVE A FACEBOOK 
PAGE?  
 
That's right! Just go to the following link:  
https://www.facebook.com/tehachapiucc  to 
see information on upcoming events and read 
inspirational posts. You can also leave a 
review of our church, as well comment on 
anything posted.  
 
Facebook requires that you 
have an account in order to 
have full access to our page. If 
you don't have an account, just 
go to the site and it will prompt 
you to sign up.  
 
If you have any questions regarding access, 
please call Ron Pilling at 661-340-2318, or 
email him at rpjr@live.com.  
 

 
TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY 
CONGREGATIONAL UCC – SMALL 
CHURCH, BIG HEARTS 
 
The next time you’re on your computer, 
please take a minute to check out the 
church’s website:  https://tcccucc.org/. The 
links at the top of the page will connect you to 
various church-related topics, both local and 
UCC-wide. They include photographs, a 
monthly calendar (with current events,) and 
some ways to get involved. You can even find 
recent issues of The Whistle under the 
newsletter link.  
 
If you have any questions or problems with 
the website, please contact Linda Flores via 
email at linda31591@att.net, or by phone at 
(661) 821-0621.  
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HOW TO ACCESS OUR ONLINE CHURCH 
DIRECTORY  
 

On your computer, access 
the website at 
instantchurchdirectory.com. 

Then, from the home page, you will see two 
gray boxes in the upper right hand corner.  
Click on the one that says “Church Member 
Sign In.” That will take you to a page with a 
white box that says “Church Member Sign 
In.” Toward the bottom of the box, you’ll see 
a line that asks “First Time Signing In?”  
Click on the blue link next to it that says 
“Create a log in now.” You will then be 
directed to a Welcome page, where you will 
be prompted to enter your email address (the 
one you have submitted for the church 
directory,) and also create a password.  
 
Once you have completed the above steps, 
you will then be able to use that information to 
log in each time, on the “Church Member 
Sign In” page. You can also download an 
app on your smart phone and have 
everyone’s phone numbers on your phone. 
 
 
VISIT TO THE EXOTIC FELINE BREEDING 
COMPOUND IN ROSAMOND 
 

To say good-by to the 
Brown family as they 
move to Seattle, a 
group of church folks 
went with them to the 
Exotic Feline 

Breeding Compound in Rosamond. It is a 
place they have loved and supported for 
many years, and where Michelle Brown has 
worked among the animals. She knew about 
many of the big cats and called them by 
name.  
 
After the visit, some accompanied Mickey, 
Michelle and Kaylee to a Mexican Restaurant 
to eat and talk and wish the family well on 
their new adventure.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos courtesy of Patrick Pine & Phyllis Belcher 
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REGIONAL GLOBAL MINISTRIES NEWS 
 
The quarterly meeting of the Southern 
California UCC and Western Regional DOC 
Global MinistriesTeam was recently held. If 
you, or someone you know, has a passion for 
Global Ministries encounters, the following 
are travel opportunities on the horizon: 
 

♦ A grant has secured to assist young 
adults (ages 18-40) to travel to 
Palestine/Israel in late May of 2018. 
Flyers and electronic posts will be  
created to advertise to UCC & DOC 
members. The first 20 applicants stand 
the best chance of being included in this 
great opportunity. 

 
♦ A work trip to Nicaragua is being 
planned for early 2018 (probably 
January or February). Trips to 
Nicaragua in the best have been well 
organized and quite affordable. The 
purpose of the trip will be to provide 
reforestation while building relationships 
with a local community by sharing in 
their cultural and spiritual practices. 

 
♦The Irvine UCC has consistently being 
sending two members to work with the 
AIDS shelter in Tijuana. They will travel 
there again in July and most likely 
another time in the fall. 

 
If you are interested in participating in any of 
these Global Ministries trips, or you have an 
interest in some other Global Ministries 
location, please contact Pastor Nancy to 
discuss possibilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IT’S A WIN-WIN EVENT 
 
Our church has an opportunity to earn some 
money for much needed repairs or projects 
and help the community at the same time. 
Read on … 
 
Tehachapi Community Theater has a 
program where they give organizations 60 
tickets for opening night of a performance. 
This helps the cast by providing a good 
audience on a night that is usually less 
attended than other nights. It also helps 
spread the word about the play when 
audience members tell others about their 
experience at the BeeKay. 
 
The organization can sell these tickets for the 
regular price of $15 each and keep all 
proceeds. That means our church can earn 
$900 when we sell all 60 tickets. We will 
receive tickets for TCT's August 4th 
production of The Drowsy Chaperone.  
Tickets will be available the beginning of July. 
Checks should be made payable to 
Tehachapi Community Congregational 
Church. 
 
Please mark August 4, 7:30 p.m. at the 
BeeKay on your calendar and be a part of 
this win-win event. 
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 ELLEN HAYS 
by Laurie Betts 

 
Born to be musical, Ellen Fretz began to play the violin at the age of four. In 
fact, because of her age, her teacher in Edmond, Oklahoma, where she was 
born, had to hand write music for her small hands to play. 
 
After her family moved to Glendale and then settled in Burbank, Ellen was 
fortunate to play in the orchestra, which McKinley Elementary in Burbank 
started when she was in 6th grade. She was not only the first violin but also 
what would be called the concert master. She took violin lessons from the 
same teacher who then taught her to play the piano. She played violin at 

school through Burbank High School, and she also played at church, as the Methodists had a small 
orchestra and choir, in which she sang. 
 
In 1952 Ellen graduated but stayed on in Burbank with her family, working for Bank of America until 
1956 when she decided to move to Honolulu with girlfriends. She arrived there on the last evening 
of celebrations when Hawaii became the 49th state. She stayed in this romantic place, working at a 
bank and attending the Methodist Church, where she sang in the choir.  Ellen met a Navy man 
named Jim Hays, and they married in late1959. 
 
After their first son, Gene, was born, Jim retired from the Navy in 1961, and they moved to Ft. 
Worth, TX, which was his hometown. Darrell was born that August and then their daughter, Linda, 
who died. Soon the young family decided to move to Burbank where it was less hot, and Ellen went 
back to work for the Bank of America. She also went back to singing in the choir at the Methodist 
Church, as she had done part of the time in Texas. Soon the Hayses bought a house in nearby 
Arleta. Ellen and Jim divorced in 1980. 
 
  By that time the boys were out of the house and Ellen was ready for a new adventure, so she 
moved to Tehachapi where she had friends, transferring to the B. of A., working through the next 
years in Lamont, Arvin and Bakersfield in the real estate loan department. She attended the 
Tehachapi Congregational Church, which was not affiliated with the UCC yet, and she went back to 
singing in the choir. 
 
In 1986 Ellen transferred with B. of A. to Fresno, and that is where she started to play the piano in 
church, and where she began also to learn to play the organ, while she sang in the community 
choir. She transferred one more time with the Bank of America to Orange in 1990 and retired in 
1991 and returned to Tehachapi.  
 
Upon Ellen’s return to Tehachapi, she attended the Methodist Church this time, where they needed 
her to play the organ. But she subsequently returned to the Congregational Church, where she 
sang in the choir and played the piano and organ duets until the organist resigned. She has been 
the organist ever since. You’ll notice that Ellen plays the piano during hymns to give us a clear 
melody to follow. 
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During all of these years at our church, which became the Community Congregational Church, 
UCC, Ellen has served on just about every committee, always doing her part. She is now a 
Trustee. She uses her musical ability not only as organist and pianist of our church, but she also 
plays the violin in the Tehachapi Symphony Orchestra, joining the orchestra which Debbie Hand-
Cutler started in 1994, ending a 40-year hiatus from playing the violin. And she sings in the Summit 
Singers. 
 
Not satisfied with all of her contributions musically to our community, she is still an active local 
business woman, owner of Ace Window Masters, a business she started in 1991 with friends, who 
have long since left Ellen in charge.  
 
Ellen Hays is a remarkably active woman, and her energies continue to motivate her to serve our 
church and the community! 
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TOMMY RICHARD BAKER – Tommy was a member of the Baptist Church in the Santa Cruz area 
for most of his life before he moved to Northern California and then later moved to the Lake 
Isabella area. He has worked as a handyman for the past 15 years. 
 
RYAN McCULLOUGH – Ryan was a member of the Voyagers Church in Southern California as a 
child. At the age of eight, he decided “to be critical of the world and became an agnostic. Due to 
recent discoveries in Quantum Mechanics, he decided to reconsider religion. He is a member of a 
Speech & Debate Team in community college; and he likes the UCC approach to religious thought. 
Ryan was baptized in the Lutheran church as a child and has expressed a desire to be baptized 
again. 
 
KATHLEEN MURGUIA – Kathleen was born in Chicago, IL. Her father was in the military and they 
moved a lot. She was raised in the Roman Catholic Church and says she has had a complicated 
spiritual journey. She loves God … and loves family! 
 
DOROTHY PINE – She comes from a Methodist background and is a member of the Religious 
Society of Friends and is a peace activist. 
 
JUDITH K. SANFORD – Judith is currently enrolled in a two-year university program called Applied 
Meditation of the Heart (online program). She has lived in Bear Valley  Springs since 1987. She 
rode and trained horses for 25 years. Judith worked at BAF in the Environmental Department for 
10 years; she retired in 1997. She has lived in the Middle East with her husband from 1971-1980. 
She was married for 22 years; her husband passed away in 1996. “Three lifetimes ago,” she 
skated with the Ice Capades for 7 years. She is now a practicing Reiki Master. 
 
STEPHANIE SMITH – Stephanie is a historian and a volunteer organizer with Faith in the Valley – 
Kern around social justice issues. While she was raised in the Catholic Church (and her father has 
been a Catholic deacon for over 25 years), she feels more comfortable with and welcomed by the 
Tehachapi UCC, and feels it aligns well with her values. 
 
PORTER UNDERWOOD – Porter says that he was non-religious during the first 30 years of his 
life, was a member of the Church of Religious Science for 20 years, and is now on a Sufi PATH. 
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MEALS ON WHEELS 
 

Our congregation has been asked to deliver Meals on Wheels to seniors 
and shut-ins weekdays from Monday, July 10th through Friday, July 21st, 
a two-week period. One driver and a second person to deliver to the door is 
helpful each day, although one person can manage nicely. The driver may 
be asked to provide proof of auto insurance and to show their driver's 
license.  
 
We are asked to be at the Tehachapi Senior Center, 500 East F Street at 
10:45 a.m.  Once you become familiar with the route, it should not take you 
more than an hour to deliver. The sign-up sheets will be on the table near 
the entrance to Friendship Hall beginning Sunday, June 18th.   
 
This is a pleasant way to serve our community, so please consider taking 
part--remember, it is easier the second time 
 
Laurie Rude-Betts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


