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Dear Friends:  Greetings!  Many of you have heard me mention the book, Real Good Church, by Rev. 
Molly Phinney Baskette. I have been giving out copies to our leaders and I look forward 
to discussing the book with you.  Rev. Baskette was called to serve a UCC church with an average 
weekly attendance of 35 people and six children in Sunday School. 
Her church grew to nearly 100 children and they more than 
quintupled their financial income. This is rare for any church to do; 
most churches are in decline. However, something caught on at Rev. 
Baskette’s church and the book tells what they did to become so 
vital. I believe the book is worth reading to gain insight and 
inspiration. I have ordered copies for our leaders and I am asking 
that you please read the preface and first three chapters (up to page 
38) before our next Leadership Meeting on June 26th. The chapter 
topics are:  Doom, Gloom, and a Kernel of Hope; The Building; and Children’s Ministry 
and Adult Spiritual Formation. We will dedicate the first fifteen minutes of the meeting for 
discussion of those chapters. If you are someone who doesn’t attend the Leadership 
Team meeting, come to the discussion and you needn't stay for the rest of the meeting. If 
more time is desired, we can arrange a luncheon discussion to follow. If you haven’t 
received your copy of the book, please come to my office to get one.   The book will also be a great read to take along on your summer travels. (Don’t forget to 
bring along “Pastor Nancy” and bring back photos with her.)  In general, families do more 
church visits and church shopping during the summer months than the rest of the year. 
So, while we might think summer is vacation time, for the church it is a vital time to 
welcome visitors and their children.  
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My family looks forward to two weeks of vacation, June 30th-July 13th. We will travel to 
Ohio for our son’s wedding and I will perform the ceremony. We are so happy he has 
met a wonderful lifelong friend and partner. After several days with the happy couple, 
Whitney, Steve and I will travel to Orlando for a Disney/Harry Potter family vacation 
before returning home. That will be such fun!  We’re super excited!   
 
We hope you, your friends and loved ones have fun times ahead this summer. Take 
some photos to share with the church! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Nancy    
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT THE BOOK 
"This is a practical manual of everything our church did," says author Molly Phinney Baskette, 
"to reverse our death spiral and become the healthy, stable, spirited and robust community it is 
today—evident in the large percentage of children and young adults in our church, and a sixfold 
increase in pledged giving in the last decade." 
 
What makes Real Good Church unique in the field of church growth books?  It's practical. It 
actually tells churches what they can do. . .and how to do it. It offers beginning and 
intermediary steps for growth and renewal. Churches, no matter what situation they're in, will 
be able to jump in and get to work. It has a sense of humor. Baskette's easygoing, often self-
deprecating writing style and approachable strategies will empower the reader and their church to 
revitalize itself. (If her church could do it, we can, too!) 
Real Good Church is a testament to Baskette's and First Church Somerville UCC's success and a 
gift of hope for all churches that find themselves struggling to keep their doors open. 
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CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS … 
 
Our ability to provide our 
meaningful coffee hour after church 
is threatened by a lack of 
volunteers willing to sign up ahead 
of time. 
 
Calling All Hands: Our Coffee 
Hour is again at sea, since Cynthia 
must resign from providing us with 
the fantastic array each Sunday 
morning due to her husband's 
health. Thank you, Cynthia, for 
putting such effort into our coffee 
and treats each Sunday morning!   
 
We will not even try to fill Cynthia's 
shoes. Instead, we will ask all of 
you to please sign on, to make 
coffee before church on Sundays. 
Ideally, each volunteer could make 
coffee for a calendar month, then 
someone else can take over. With 
each generous provider making 
coffee for a month, that person(s) 
would learn how to do it and it 
wouldn't be such a task for them. 
Or you could change off with others 
each week.  
 Please volunteer by calling Laurie 
at 821-1904 or via email at 
rude.betts@gmail.com. We need 
someone starting May 29th!  If we 
want to continue having coffee 
hour, people must get on board! 
 Please provide refreshments:  
Starting May 29th, all refreshments 
besides coffee will depend on 
members to provide them. 
Everyone who generously provides 
something to eat at coffee hour is 
asked to see that their treat is set 
out on the serving table on either a 

paper plate or a serving plate of 
their own, and the leftovers and 
serving dish (if not paper) should 
be taken home by the provider. We 
can no longer have the clean-up 
crew wash serving dishes or box 
and store refreshments for a 
subsequent coffee hour. From now 
on, due to the amount of hand 
washing that has been necessary, 
except for coffee cups and 
silverware (which will fit into the 
dishwasher), only paper napkins 
and paper plates will be provided. 
 
Pot luck Sundays:  Please bring 
your own set ups (plates, tableware 
and cups) and set out your own 
main dishes on the serving table 
with serving pieces. Also, please 
bring bags/covers to take your dirty 
dishes home with you. 
 
Laurie Rude-Betts   
 
NEW MEMBER LUNCHEON 
 

If you are not a member 
of our church but would 
like to learn about mem-
bership, and possibly 
becoming a member, please join Pastor Nancy for lunch 

in Friendship Hall on June 12th, 
following the worship service. 
 
   PLEASE NOTE:  
No special activities 
are planned for this month’s First Friday,  
June 3rd.     
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 WOMEN WHO WINE  
 
Our next meeting will be on Sunday, 
June 5th, at 2:30 p.m., at the home of 
Stacey Adair.   
 
The bible topic will be The Bent-Over Woman in Luke 13:10-17. 
 
 
 
RECYCLING UPDATE 
 
Sweet Recycling – 
Maureen St. John will 
attempt to continue 
Sweet Recycling every 3rd Thursday of the month (next date 
will be June 23rd) at the south end of 
the Albertson’s parking lot, near the 
gas station. Please bring all your 
plastic and glass bottles, aluminum 
and bimetal cans to Albertson’s (time 
to be determined). Those wishing to 
participate will then go to 31 Flavors 
for ice cream after recycling.  
 

Savory Recycling – Carol 
Rush will resume Savory 
Recycling on Thursday, 
June 30th, at 11:00 a.m., 
and on the fourth 
Thursday of the month 

thereafter, depending on her schedule. 
For Savory Recycling, we will go to 
the Village Grill on Tehachapi 
Boulevard, between Mojave and 
Hayes Streets, for lunch after taking all 
our recyclables to Benz Recycling. The 
Apple Shed is a second option for 
lunch whenever it opens again.  
 
We hope to expand the savory 
recycling program in the future by 
discussing the BARC Recycle 

Program in Bakersfield, or how to 
reuse items before they enter the 
recycle bin or landfill (such as reusable 
shopping bags). 
 
We welcome anyone who wishes to 
participate in this program. Maureen 
and Carol are not always able to 
conduct Sweet and Savory Recycling 
every month due to other issues and 
commitments. This recycling project is 
a Green Sub-team project, under the 
Service and Outreach Team. If any 
other team members, any member of 
the congregation, or if you know of 
anyone who would be interested in 
recycling, please contact us. 
 
Please contact Maureen St. John 
(661-823-0549), or Carol Rush (661-
549-0042) for more information.  
 
Please check out the RePlanet, Benz 
Recycling and BARC websites if you 
have access to the internet for more 
information about recycling. 
 
http://replanet.com/  
 
http://www.benzblue.com/resouces.ht
ml  
 
http://barc-in.org/  
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CONFERENCE ANNUAL 
GATHERING, JUNE 3th-4th, 
CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY, ORANGE, 
CA - with a pre-gathering pilgrimage to 
Las Memorias in Tijuana, 
Wednesday-Thursday, June 2nd-3rd  
 Las Memorias is our closest global 
mission partner. Their mission is to 
provide food, medication, clothing, 
transportation to medical appoint-
ments, and housing as needed to 
people with chemical dependency who 
are living with AIDS. Of their 100 
residents, some have been deported 
from the U.S. with no connections in 
Mexico, some are former sex workers, 
some are people who would otherwise 
be homeless, and nine are children.  
 
Pastor Nancy, Nancy Romero and 
Carolyn Pearson will be attending 
from our church, and they will bring 
along the supplies and monies 
donated by our church. Joanne 
Beckett plans to attend Annual 
Gathering as a church delegate. 
 At the Annual Gathering, Pastor 
Nancy will inform those in attendance 
about four grants available this fall to 
aid churches and their ministries.  Our 
church should consider applying for 
these grants to enhance our programs. 
 
 
CALLING ALL LEADERSHIP TEAM 
MEMBERS! 
 
We will be meeting on Sunday, June 
26th, in the basement … immediately 
following worship! 
 
See you there! 
 

“PASTOR NANCY” IN HAWAII WITH 
THE BROWN FAMILY … 
 
Mickey, Michele and Kaylee thought 
you might enjoy a few photos from 
their trip to Hawaii with “Pastor Nancy” 

… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Don’t forget to take “Pastor Nancy” 
along with you this summer and bring 
back photos! 
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FAMILY PROFILE … 
 As part of our ongoing effort to help members become better acquainted, the Care & 
Hospitality Team is launching a new project. Each month, we plan to profile one 
person/family from our church, beginning with this month’s Whistle. Our goal is to 
interview as many members as possible, young, old, veterans, newbies, etc. … so get 
ready! The church has such a diverse population and wide range of backgrounds we 
can almost guarantee that you will learn something you didn’t know! It seemed only 
appropriate to begin our series with Rev. Nancy and her family. We hope you enjoy the 
articles. 
 
Linda Flores & Laurie Betts 
 

The Bacon Family 
by Linda Flores  

The old Donny & Marie song, A Little Bit Country, A Little Bit Rock ‘n Roll, came to 
mind as I was writing this article about the Bacon family. Nancy was born in Graceville, 
MN, and enjoyed working with her dad outdoors on the farm, fishing, and driving their 
snowmobile. Steve, on the other hand, was a “city boy.”  Growing up in Arcadia, CA, he 
participated in Little League, diving (off a diving board, not Jacques Cousteau style,) 
and Boy Scouts (like some others at our church, he’s an Eagle Scout.) 
 
It probably comes as no surprise to the congregation that our pastor was an outgoing 
student. Besides being a cheerleader and ‘Snowball Queen,’ she was also president of 
her high school choir, an honor student, and speaker at her graduation. Steve was 
more introverted; he was a good student, a diver on the swim team, and he played in 
the marching band. Steve was chosen as “Outstanding 8th Grade Boy” (Nancy says 
they still have the trophy. Steve says he takes it out and polishes it when no one else is 
around.)  Coincidentally, both were raised Lutheran, and both played the trumpet. 
 
After high school, Nancy attended the University of Minnesota, where she graduated 
with honors, acquiring a major in Psychology and a minor in Family Sociology. Steve 
graduated with honors from UCLA, majoring in Religious Studies and minoring in pre-
med. He later chose to attend the University of Minnesota (for its outstanding 
psychology graduate program,) where he graduated at the top of his class, with a 
Ph.D. in psychology.  
 
Nancy was working on psychiatric research, studying chemical dependency, while 
Steve was working on a “twins reared apart and reunited” research study. They met 
while working on separate genetics studies, directed by the same professor. Their 
friendship eventually turned romantic and, after a year of dating, Steve proposed. Not 
only to Nancy, but also to her two children from a previous marriage, Uriah and 
Maegen (aged 7 and 4.)  He surprised all three of them with rings. They were married 
in a Lutheran church in Rogers, MN and, just recently, celebrated their 26th wedding 
anniversary. 
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After marrying, the Bacon family moved to Poway, CA (near San Diego,) where Nancy 
continued to work in psychiatry research at UCSD and at the VA. At the same time, 
Steve was completing a post-doctoral fellowship in pain management through UCSD’s 
School of Medicine. Nancy’s goal was to get a Ph.D. in psychology but, Steve landed a 
job in Bakersfield, and she decided to follow him instead. She obtained her license as 
a Marriage and Family Therapist, and worked in private practice for about 15 years. 
Steve became a professor at CSUB, and has been working in administration for the 
past three years. He is currently the Associate Dean for Social Sciences and 
Education, but will become the Interim Dean in August. 
 
While living in Poway, the Bacons fell in love with the local UCC church, which they 
began attending. It had a lot of children, and a wonderful pastor, whom they admired. 
The Bakersfield UCC church was not quite the same (very few children) and, at first, 
they resisted joining. They liked the theology though, and Nancy met another mother 
who also wanted a better children’s program. Together, they did several musical plays 
at the church, and created programming that was welcoming to families. 
 
The Bacons were very active in the Bakersfield church and, eventually, Nancy cut back 
on her private practice. She began working part-time on staff at the church, as their 
Youth and Young Adults Coordinator. Nancy says that she loved counseling (and still 
does); however, she eventually felt called to ordained ministry. 
 
From 2008-2011, Nancy attended the Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley. She 
graduated with the school’s honor, the “Koinonia Award,” nominated by her classmates 
and selected by faculty, for her work building relationships; in part, due to her serving 
the “Dismantling Racism Committee” for three years. While there, Nancy and Whitney 
lived in student housing, spending holidays and summers in Bakersfield with Steve. 
Nancy says that Steve was very supportive and, on weekends, would take the Amtrak 
up to Berkeley to be with them. Nancy became interim co-pastor of our church (with 
Karen Gatlin) in February 2013; then solo pastor in March 2014. 
 
Nancy and Steve both like to travel, read, write, and spend time with the family. Nancy 
was active in ballroom dance (before meeting Steve) and hopes that, in the future, they 
can do more of it. Nancy and Steve’s marriage is a second for both of them. Nancy has 
a step-daughter, named Melissa, whom she has remained very close to. Melissa is an 
R.N., married, and living in Buellton, CA. Steve’s parents live in Bakersfield, and are 
also a big part of their lives. 
 
Steve helped raise Uriah and Maegen, who now live in Dayton, OH, and Ojai, CA, 
respectively. Uriah works in politics, and is getting married this July 2nd (Nancy will 
officiate.)  Maegen has taught English to non-English speakers in several different 
countries, and loves working on organic farms. Whitney was born in Bakersfield 
(coincidentally, on Steve’s birthday.)  She recently turned 16, and acquired her driver’s 
license shortly thereafter. Whitney loves theater, and performing in musicals. She 
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graduates from high school next year and plans to attend college, possibly pursuing a 
degree in drama. 
 
Nancy says that she and Steve are both scientists yet, they both believe in the church 
as a place to inspire and promote community well-being, as well as individual growth 
and soul-centered living. 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


