
 

              
         TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH United Church of Christ 

100 East “E” Street ● 661-822-4443 office@tehachapi-ucc.org Rev. Nancy Bacon, Pastor           July – 2016  Dear Friends,  “Grace to you and peace from God” (Galatians 1:3a). I love the way Paul starts letters to his 
friends—such style. There are reasons he’s influential. His letter “to the churches of Galatia” 
is one of my favorites and in the midst of summer, I love how this letter ends, reminding us 
about fruit and the fruit of the Spirit.  This letter is JAM packed with delicious goodies. Paul puts forward his belief that we are 
justified by faith, not the law. Paul had been zealously devoted to following Mosaic Law, and 
he basically spits it out like a watermelon seed in this radical letter. He compares the law to 
the yoke of slavery and states that “Christ has set us free!” (Galatians 5:1)  Provocatively, he 
states, “if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law.” (Galatians 5:18)  Whoa. 
He goes on to encourage folks not to resubmit themselves to this yoke of slavery. He tells 
Gentiles, don’t get circumcised - it doesn’t “count for anything; the only thing that counts is 
faith working through love.” (Galatians 5:6b)  Wow. All that Holiness Code stuff - just a bunch 
of rotten apples.  He’s arguing that love is the fulfillment of the law, stating, “For the whole law is summed up 
in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  Throw off the chains. 
You are free, but he instructs his friends not to let their freedom be an excuse for self-
indulgence. Loving your neighbor requires indulgence in serving others.  He ends the letter encouraging folks to be led by the Spirit, not guided by selfish desires or 
sometimes sour grapes. Then he names what Spiritual Fruits are:  love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. (Galatians 5:22)  I 
like to savor one of these “fruits” weekly. Each week I enjoy a spiritual practice of meditating 
on one of these, hoping that setting my intention to it may cause it to grow in me, allowing it 
to bear fruit in me. We are all works in progress, but this is an easy form of meditation that 
has given me valuable insights. As I write this, my fruit-word of the week is “Patience.”  It’s 
still not my favorite flavor…may it grow on me. May you enjoy summer’s bounty and blessed 
enriching fruits in your life.  Blessings,  Pastor Nancy 
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REAL GOOD CHURCH …  Many of you have started reading the 
book, Real Good Church, by Rev. 
Molly Phinney Baskette. Rev. 
Baskette was called to serve a UCC 
church with an average weekly 
attendance of 35 people and six 
children in Sunday School. Her 
church grew to nearly 100 children 
and they more than quintupled their 
financial income. This is rare for any 
church to do; most churches are in 
decline. However, something caught 
on at Rev. Baskette’s church and the 
book tells what they did to become 
so vital. Please keep reading. We will 
discuss chapters 4-6 at the beginning of our next Leadership Team 
Meeting, most likely July 24th. We 
will dedicate fifteen minutes to 
discussion of those chapters. If you 
are someone who doesn’t attend the 
Leadership Team meeting, come to 
the discussion and you needn't stay 
for the rest of the meeting. If more 
time is desired, we will arrange a 
luncheon discussion to follow.  
 
 
JULY SCHEDULE …  No First Friday in July.  No Women Who Wine in July, but 
our next gathering will be August 7th, 
at 2:30 p.m. at Laurie Rude-Betts’ 
home.  We will discuss The Women 
at the Tomb.  Copies of the Bible 
Study can be found in the office near 
the photocopy machine.  A Memorial Service for Flo Patton 
will be held at our church on Friday, 
July 15th, at 1:00 p.m., with a 
reception to follow in Friendship Hall. 
 

New Member Sunday - July 24th:  
If you are interested in learning about 
membership, please contact Pastor 
Nancy prior to this date of reception.  
We look forward to welcoming 
several new members!   
 
Pastor Nancy will be 
away on vacation through Wednesday, 
July 13th. If you should 
need pastoral care, Please contact 
Rev. Jim Dinsmore. Rev. Dinsmore 
will lead worship on July 3rd, and Ron 
Pilling, a seminarian from Ridgecrest, 
will lead worship on July 10th. 
  
 GLOBAL MINISTRIES UPDATES   If you didn’t get to hear Nancy Romero 
or Carolyn Pearson speak about their 
pilgrimage to the Tijuana AIDS Shelter, 
Albergue Las Memorias, be sure to ask 
them about the experience and when 
we should go again or how to follow-up.  Paul Turner, our missionary to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
plans to visit southern California in late 
July. If it works with his schedule, we 
will invite him to visit our church. Paul 
has expertise in community economic 
development, something vitally needed 
in the DR Congo. This region produces 
rare minerals we all use in our cell 
phones and electronic devises, yet 
Congolese people do not see profits 
from their own resources, due to 
exploitation and violence. Paul was 
sent to help secure livelihoods that 
promote more stability in the region.  
He needs support. Hopefully we can 
meet with him and pray with him when 
he is in California.  
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CHURCH IN THE PARK … 
 
On August 28th, at 4-Island Lake 
(Bear Valley Springs), we will be 
having an outdoor worship service. In 
addition to the church service, there 
will be a potluck BBQ, games, 
swimming, etc. Mark your calendars 
and save the date … more details will 
follow as we get closer to that date. 
 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT  
 
April - 2016 
 Income  $7,806.54 
 Expenses $8,922.41  Deficit         <$1,115.87> 
 
May – 2016 
 Income  $10,648.05 
 Expenses $  9,625.37  Profit  $  1,022.68 
 
In May, we received $1,356.00 
reimbursement for the rental house 
lawn project. Other expenses are 
normal. 
 
 
REPORT OF BUDGET TEAM 
MEETING - JUNE 16, 2016 
 
The budget team met to 
see how the 2016 budget 
was doing for the 1st 
quarter of the year. The 
budget team with the help 
of interested church members and 
Board of Trustees put forth the 
following deficit reductions: 
 

1. Reduce cleaning service by $250 
per month. 

 2.  Eliminate Tehachapi News  
     weekly ad by $125 per month. 
 
 3,  Eliminate blue trash container by 
    $100 per month 
 
 4.  Reduce AT&T phone bill by $100 
     per month 
 
This would be a deficit reduction of 
$575 per month, or $6900 per year!!  A 
great beginning indeed! 
 
All of the above has been accom-
plished but will not show up until the 
2nd  and 3rd  quarters of our year. 
The Budget Team feels we are well on 
our way to accomplishing our 2016 
budget deficits and are pleased with 
our congregation’s support. At future 
team meetings more budget cuts will 
be considered. 
 
Also of note: our Financial Secretary 
reports show our 2016 pledges are 
coming in at a normal rate for the 1st 
quarter. Thank you congregation! 
 
The next Budget Team meeting will be 
after the 2nd quarter reports are 
concluded, probably in August. 
We are moving forward! 
 The Budget Team members are:   
   Patrick Pine 
  Hal Morgan  
  Chris Fickes  
  Joanne Beckett  
  Anita Pritchard  
  Michele Brown, Treasurer 
  Mickey Brown, Moderator 
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FAMILY PROFILE … 
 ESTHER BURDINE 

by Laurie Betts 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This biography of Esther Burdine is much lengthier than most of our bios of members 
will be because Esther has been such an important part of the life of this church. 
Following is a tribute to Esther and, in turn, she wishes it to pay tribute to others who 
have made a big difference in the life of TCCC-UCC. 
 
I am sorry that some of you did not have the privilege of knowing Dick Burdine, the late 
husband of Esther Burdine. Dick and Esther began their long-time service to TCCC-
UCC when they joined the church in 1996 and Dick became the interim minister, which 
he fulfilled three times. Dick was a warm, wonderful and intellectual man, perfect to 
minister to those who are seeking. Esther is a tireless teacher of children. 
 
I believe that Esther was a wife and mother who supported Dick to be the outstanding 
minister that he was. Esther is what my late husband Ben called an Earth Mother, 
because she finds joy in supporting children, her own six and those for whom she has 
provided a meaningful Sunday school experience since she was 14. But she was also 
a wife of note, who, without losing her own identity, gave Dick all that he needed to 
succeed. 
 
Born and reared in Idaho, Esther and her brother lost their father when Esther was 9 
and their mother when Esther was 13. They were raised in a large household by their 
aunt and uncle. In school she began her piano lessons and playing and singing in the 
chorus, which she continues to this day. But Esther’s guardian angels were a couple 
who took a special interest in this blossoming teenager and even paid for her first year 
of college. Esther attended Cascade College in Portland, Oregon. This was where, in 
her second year she met Dick Burdine. In October of 1949 they married, and their first 
child, Paul, was born in 1952. Dick then was assigned as the minister in Moses Lake, 
Washington, where Jeanine and Deanne were born. Then in 1955 the young family 
moved to Portand, Oregon, where David and Allan were born. During these years Dick 
was working as a full-time minister while going to seminary, and in 1961 he graduated 
and was ordained as a minister of the United Methodist Church. In 1962 the family of 
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seven moved to Palms in the Los Angeles area and Rene` was born.  In 1970 Dick 
was assigned to the Brea church, and in 1976 to Huntington Beach, where Rene` was 
now the only child still living at home. 
 
During all of these years, Esther, a lover of the home, was fulfilled rearing her children 
in these various communities, with lots of other children in and out of the house. She 
loved cooking, especially trying new recipes, which she still does as a single woman, 
and filling the children’s lives with lots of art (she’s a talented artist) and crafts. Many of 
the crafts were sewn, including clothing—and a number of banners for our church!  
Esther embraced being a wife and mother. And she was an active member of all of the 
congregations. She was certified as a lab leader (teaching Sunday school teachers) in 
the So. Cal. United Methodist conference, teaching pre-school teachers using the 
“Christian living” series which is then related to the Bible stories. And, of course, all of 
these crafts which she was so clever at made Sunday school fun as well as 
educational for the students.  
 
These years brought out the independent, engaged woman whom we know Esther to 
be today. She was known by her common comment, “I have an idea!”  And then she 
fulfilled these ideas so skillfully, like her idea to separate the pot luck group this past 
May into groups depending on their birthday, with Esther providing the table cloth and 
theme items on each table, designating each of the 12 months. She even provided 
engaging questions we could ask each other to get better acquainted, with separate 
questions for the children among us. This is the Esther Burdine whose imagination, 
skill, energy and hard work have brought so much to, not only her own family but all of 
those whose lives she has touched through her lifetime. And she will be looked to in 
the future for her ideas and wise counsel! 
 
In 1992, Dick retired and they began 28 years of leading marriage encounter 
weekends, for a total of 78 weekends!  Who better than this marvelous couple to help 
marrieds find their way?   That year Dick accepted a fellowship ministry in Bakersfield, 
where they remained until 1996 when, fortunately for TCCC, they moved to Tehachapi 
and decided on our church where, as I mentioned, Dick was asked to become the 
interim minister. About 14 years ago both Esther and Dick became certified as Reiki 
practitioners, which Esther continues to do, and she says that she would love to treat 
you, too! 
 
As I wrote in my introduction to this biography, Esther has been an important part of 
TCCC. Some of the ideas she has had and/or helped to bring to fruition include:   
A community service of making aprons for people in Tehachapi Hospital long-term 
care;  a fundraiser called mystery dinner, with seven courses cooked and served by the 
youth;   a talent show with 14 participating from the congregation;  and a youth 
program where the kids wrote and presented an Easter play.  Esther was an important 
participant in making apple pies (we were known for years as the apple pie church), 
where she once mixed dough for 700 pies and rolled dough in her spare time!  And 
when Joyce Burton was seeking a tribute for her beloved deceased husband, Ken, 
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Esther suggested the chimes for the children’s program and then led the children’s 
chime choir for several years. 
 
And an idea you can appreciate today, the Peace Pole Garden in front of the church, 
was something Esther thought would enhance our church when she read about it 
being created in another church. She said so many people were a part of this big 
project. To begin the Peace Pole Garden, the existing planter, which was leaking water 
into the basement, had to be repaired. So a committee was formed and Phyllis 
Belcher, who was the moderator, asked Esther to be the chairperson. Beth Shurtz, the 
lovely woman who gave us the Clavinova electronic piano (and Julie Bulloch’s mother), 
thought that this garden would be a suitable memorial to long-time minister, Diane 
Ryer’s, husband Craig, so it was supported also by Craig’s sisters and Tucson friends 
Tracy and Linda Floyd. A special gift was to have cultural counselor and long-time 
friend of TCCC, Ernie Lopez, volunteer to design and supervise the planting, donating 
many plants.  Bruce Shaffer chaired a robust work group, which repaired the planter. 
 
The wrought iron fence around the garden was donated and designed by Dick and 
Esther in memory of their parents.  
 
The Peace Pole, which was dedicated Memorial Day of 2009 proclaims, “May peace 
prevail on earth” in six, different languages. Esther asked that I detail this effort to pay 
tribute to those good people who helped make a dream become reality. 
 
Dick left us all in 2014, which caused a void in all of our lives but none more than 
Esther’s. However, she is showing us the way to grieve, by honoring our loved one by 
carrying on as he would want us to do. Because Dick is not forgotten he is still with 
Esther and us. And we are so grateful to have her beside us as we look to her for new 
ideas in the future of our church.  
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Don’t forget to take “Pastor Nancy” along with you on your vacation this Summer, 
and bring back photos! Here are some of the places the Brown family visited and took 
her along! 
 

 
   Have a great  
     Summer! 
 
 
 
 
 


