
 

              
    TEHACHAPI COMMUNITY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH United Church of Christ 100 East “E” Street ● 661-822-4443 office@tehachapi-ucc.org Rev. Nancy Bacon, Pastor                     February - 2017  Dear Friends,  Many of you may have heard about the wildly acclaimed video series, The Story of Stuff, created 

by Annie Leonard. These delightful animated films do an incredible job of simplifying scientific 
information about the life cycle of “stuff,” the material goods that we make, purchase, accumulate, 
and dispose of.  How much stuff do you own?  Does it own you?  How much of your time is devoted to your stuff?  
Most of us have piles of filing, bulging closets, and cabinets, and drawers, and garages. Some of 
our stuff is pretty cool, but some of it requires more of our time to care for, sort, store, move, and 
manage it, than we would like. Imagine when you die, how much trouble it will be for your beloved 
family to handle your precious, semi-precious, and not-so-precious stuff.  Not only that, but all of our stuff comes from the earth. God’s great earth provides abundantly, yet not without costs. The Story of Stuff helps demonstrate interactions between our environment, 
social, and economic issues. In addition, our health, emotions, sense of esteem, and spiritual well-
being are also affected by our stuff. Those who wish to care for God’s great earth often feel guilty. 
There seems little can be done within the larger system of our advanced economy.  However, when considering large challenges and making behavioral changes, it can help to have a 
friend. We need a buddy who can support, encourage, and hold us to some accountability. 
Beginning Sunday, January 29th, at 9:00 a.m., I will be leading a five-week course, based on 
Annie Leonard’s videos, and inviting participants to pair up, keeping promises made to one another 
about their chosen actions to improve their relationship with our environment and with stuff.  This five-week course plans to highlight, The Story of Bottled Water; The Story of Electronics; The 
Story of Citizens United; and The Story of Solutions. Our last session will likely end with a few new 
short films about water and our future. I know that Jim Dinsmore is planning to lead a course on 
water beginning in March.  If you have been looking for some action steps to take in solidarity with the earth and our 
environment, and maybe you’d like a friend doing this with you, come check out our class. Come 
and challenge yourself! Jesus once said that part of his mission was to let prisoners go free. Let’s 
free ourselves from stuff that doesn’t improve our lives.  Blessings, Pastor Nancy 
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ADULT AND YOUTH CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 
On January 29th, at 9:00 a.m., we will begin a 
five-week course of study about God’s Great 
Creation and our part in it. For these five weeks, 
each class participant will have a buddy.  
Buddies can be different ages and hopefully 
someone less well known, so that we get to 
know someone in the process.  Teens and older 
children are welcome to participate and be 
buddies across generations.  Our curriculum will follow YouTube clips created by Annie Leonard 
for The Story of Stuff, an internet sensation that 
has had millions of viewers. Each Sunday during 
February we will learn stories about different 
topics, like the story of bottled water; the story of 
electronics and other materials; stories of 
money; and stories of solutions.  Each week 
buddies will make commitments and support 
each other’s actions in being good stewards of 
God’s Great Creation.   
 
Come and check it out January 29th! 
 
 
YOUTH EVENTS 
 
In January, some of our children and youth had 
the opportunity to learn about a reforestation 
project opportunity in the rain forest of Peru.  We 
are making plans to make this goal a reality in 
conjunction with youth in Peru.   
 
Watch for more information to follow about our 
progress. 
 
 
ONLINE DIRECTORY 
 
Please take the time to access 
the new online church directory. A 
lot of work has gone into this 
project—we have spent a whole 
year on it!—so please give it a try. If you have 
any problems accessing it or loading the app on 
your smart phone, please feel free to call Linda 
Flores (821-0621) for help. 
 

PFLAG EVENT 
Thursday, February 16th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
All our invited to view a movie at the Treasure Trove: The Laramie Project, a 2002 film written 
and directed by Moisés Kaufman. The film tells the story of the aftermath of the tortuous murder 
of Matthew Shepard in Laramie, Wyoming, and 
explores homophobia. 
 
 
WOMEN WHO WINE (WWW) 
 
Since the first Sunday in February 
is Super Bowl Sunday, Women 
Who Wine (WWW), the TCC 
women’s Bible Study group will 
instead meet at Laurie Betts’ 
home on February 19th, at 2:00 
p.m. (26701 Frontier Way in BVS).  
 
Please let Laurie know if you will be attending  
so she will know how may to expect and who 
needs gate passes. All women are invited.  
 
We will not meet on February 12th so that 
everyone can support the AAUW luncheon and 
BeeKay play that afternoon. Contact an AAUW 
member for details. 
 
 
OUR CHURCH IS ON FACEBOOK 
 
This is a friendly reminder that our church has a 
Facebook page. Please visit our page at 
https://www,facebook.com/tehachapiucc/. There 
you will find updated posts and events from both 
our church and our community partners. Feel 
free to review our church on that page by 
clicking on the number of stars that correspond 
to your liking, and leaving a brief comment that 
summarizes your thoughts.  
 
Be advised that you do need a Facebook 
account to complete a review. Signing up is 
quick and easy. Thanks for your help in 
promoting our church! 
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SWEET LIFE CAFÉ is coming, Ladies! 
April 1st, 2017 

Lots of women are asking “What are we going to do at this Retreat?” 
Women love to connect with other women and long to slow down and have a meaningful time with 
God.  We’re planning a special day for you, where you and your friends are the primary participants 
in small groups.  No speakers, but small groups of four will “eat, pray, and love” over coffee and 
tea, share your stories, worship and Bible Study, reflect, make a gift for someone special, laugh a 
lot, and be pampered.   
In addition, your $25 for the day includes: 

• Tote Bag with goodies used during the event 
• Take-home service project 
• Breakfast snacks and all the coffee and tea you can drink! 
• Lunch 
• Afternoon Teatime 
• Free childcare (if spot is reserved) 

 
It’s a great opportunity to treat a friend, bring a daughter or grand-daughter, honor a special woman 
in your life, or invite a new person to fellowship with other sisters in the faith.   
REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 
 Date/Time:  April 1, 2017 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Location:  Parlor, Mill Creek Christian Church (DOC), 1660 “S” Street, Bakersfield 
 Cost:  $25 
 Childcare:  Free (if spot reserved) 
 

Deadline for Registration:  March 8, 2017 
 

Make Checks payable to Disciple Women, MCCC 
Contact:  Susan Boyd  332-4573 or Christy Kennedy  487-5117 
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FAMILY PROFILE … 
 

THE STORY OF CHRIS & CAROL RUSH  Chris was born in Pasadena, CA, in an Army 
Hospital that overlooks the same arroyo that the 
Rose Bowl is in. His father was in the Air Force at 
the time, and his mother had emigrated to the U.S., 
from Germany, in 1938. Chris grew up in Riverside, 
CA, as his dad was stationed at March Air Force 
Base. His parents divorced when he was seven 
years old, and his mother later remarried. His step-
father was also from Germany. He had been a 
German soldier in WWII, and was captured by the 

Americans in North Africa. He spent the last part of the war in a U.S. POW camp. Chris had 
four siblings, three brothers and one sister. 
 
Carol was born in San Luis Obispo, while her father was attending college at Cal Poly SLO, 
to become an electronics engineer. He graduated when Carol was just four months old, 
and the family moved to Fullerton, CA–where her dad took a job with Autonetics, and 
became part of the fast-growing aerospace industry in LA and Orange Counties. 
 
Chris says that, as a kid, they either walked or rode their bicycles everywhere. They liked to 
go to the free show at the Fox Theater on Saturday morning, and would get their tickets 
from the milkman. (At that time, they still delivered milk to your door.)  He also loved 
watching the Three Stooges and the Little Rascals. His family would often spend 
Thanksgiving and Easter at his uncle and aunt’s place in Eagle Rock (near LA.)  They were 
fairly well-to-do, and had a house on top of a hill, with an oak woodland surrounding it. It 
was also surrounded by poison oak, which his bothers always seemed to come down with 
but, for some unknown reason, he would never suffer from it.  
 
Carol’s fondest memories about growing up in Southern CA were similar; she loved going 
to her grandparent’s farm in Santa Ana (she says they are an Orange Co. early pioneer 
farming family.)  She also enjoyed frequent trips to a very rustic Boy Scout Camp on 
Forsee Creek, below Camp Angeles in the San Bernardino Mountains. Built in the 1920s, 
the main log cabin had just one room with a coyote skull mounted over the large river-rock 
fireplace. Carol says it could be quite spooky at night, while listening to ghost stories being 
told by the scoutmaster!  A large cast-iron stove was housed in the cook-shack, itself 
having metal sheeting for walls, and a galvanized metal roof. She says that it was quite 
exciting being in there during a rainstorm. Carol’s love of the outdoors and the 
environmental sciences grew, as she wandered in the forest and stream-side near that 
camp. In high school, she became involved in modern dance, and later folk dancing (in 
college.) 
 
Chris says that he has always been interested in the outdoors too. In elementary school, he 
planted a garden with corn, pumpkins, radishes, and green beans. He used to bring his 
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produce to ‘show and tell’ at school. In Jr. High School, he joined the Boy Scouts, which 
even greater solidified his love of things natural. In High School, he decided that he wanted 
to be a Forest Ranger. At that time, he also began his lifelong love of hiking and 
backpacking. 
 
After High School, Chris attended Riverside City College, where he received his two-year 
AA degree in 1967. He was then drafted into the Army, and served in Vietnam during that 
Southeast Asian War. Chris says that the only time he ever saw tears in my step-father's 
eyes, were when he boarded the bus for Army Basic Training. He was severely injured by 
bomb shrapnel in a friendly fire incident, while engaged with enemy troops in the A-Shau 
Valley, in May of 1968. Chris spent his 21st birthday on the Hospital Ship Repose, off the 
coast of Vietnam. He had a brain injury, gut wounds, and two broken legs, and spent the 
next six months in hospitals. Most of the time, he was in Letterman General Army Hospital 
in San Francisco. He was discharged from the Army with a medical retirement in January of 
1969. The Army awarded him the Purple Heart, for wounds received during hostile action.  
 
Carol and Chris both ended up attending Humboldt State University, which is where they 
met. Carol says she decided to attend HSU to get away from Orange County, rapidly 
changing from rural landscapes to big, sprawling cities. She and Chris lived in the same 
apartment complex, across the boardwalk from each other. She says that Chris was quite 
shy, but kind (and good looking too!)  Carol learned that Chris was having some trouble 
learning folk dancing, a course they were both taking (she, advanced; he, beginning.)  
Chris says that she must have liked what she saw in him because, despite his two left feet, 
she helped ensure that he passed his dance class. Their fondness for each other 
eventually grew into a loving relationship, and they were married in what Chris calls a 
"Hippie Wedding" on the northern CA coast (see photo) in May of 1974. (They have been 
married for 42 years!)  Both Chris and Carol graduated that same year, with a B.S. degree 
in Natural Resources.  
 
In the early years of their marriage, Chris and Carol moved around quite a bit, working 
seasonal jobs for the Park Service and Bureau of Land Management. Chris worked at 
Crater Lake National Park, OR, and later for the BLM in CA, UT, and WY. One of Carol’s 
early jobs included working for the Forest Service in Timber Stand Improvement (where 
she was one of the first women in CA to be on a tree thinning crew.)  She also worked as a 
naturalist, giving nature talks and walks. 
 
Chris’ first permanent job was with the U.S. Forest Service near Eugene, OR. He then 
worked as an Outdoor Recreation Planner for the Bureau of Land Management in Barstow, 
CA. While living in Barstow, the couple had two daughters, Lara and Marla. Carol was a 
stay-at-home mom for a bit, but was also very active as a Girl Scout volunteer, teaching 
camping and outdoor skills to GS leaders at council trainings.  
 
They moved from Barstow to Tehachapi in 1988 and (except for two years,) have been 
here ever since. After moving to Tehachapi, Carol landed a job – first with the Tehachapi 
Resource Conservation District, and then as an Air Quality Inspector with the Kern Co. Air 
District. She worked there for ten years, being the only inspector in the east desert for her 



6 
 

initial three years. After a short stint with the Planning Dept., she took a position with the 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, working there for another nine years. 
Carol retired from civil service in March, 2013. 
 
Chris spent the last half of his federal career working as an Environmental Planner and 
Supervisory Engineer in the Environmental Office on Edwards Air Force Base. He retired 
as Chief of the Environmental Planning Branch. During his time at Edwards, he was 
awarded the Air Force Systems Command Environmental Planning Award, and the Kern 
Council of Government Ken Volpe Environmental Resources Award.  
 
Both of their daughters attended UC Davis. Lara graduated with a degree in Landscape 
Architecture, and Marla – with a degree in Biological Technology. They are both married; 
Lara has two sons, ages five and three. Marla has two daughters, ages seven and five. 
Lara has worked as a Landscape Architect in Sacramento, CA and Austin, TX, and Marla is 
a Wine Maker in California's Napa Valley.  
 
Carol and Chris joined the UCC Church about ten years ago, after Wayne Thompson 
convinced them that this Church would match their progressive minds. Chris served on the 
Church's Board of Trustees for almost three years and then, after a two year absence, 
returned to serve as the Chair of the Board of Trustees for three additional years. He now 
helps out with the Church's recycling efforts, and with the Church's Rental House front 
landscaping. Chris says he likes the fact that, as a member of a UCC Congregation, he is 
not asked to accept that religious thought stopped in place almost 2,000 years ago. They 
both feel more at a home in a place where “God is still speaking.” 
 
As an environmentalist, Carol says that she doesn’t necessarily believe in a God who has 
control of all of our fate, but of a natural process, and perhaps a consciousness that started 
it all. She feels that natural processes have worked independently pretty much the way Carl 
Sagan described it in his epic Cosmos book and series. Carols says she’s glad that she 
can be in a church that will tolerate her religious beliefs and thoughts. She’s always ready 
to guide the church children on nature walks, or teach about the wonders of life on earth.  
 
Chris’ current hobbies include caring for their home's native plant landscaping, hiking and 
backpacking, bicycle riding, camping with their small travel trailer, entertaining 
grandchildren, and reading. He enjoys reading adventure, western U.S. history, science, 
and religious books. Chris recently completed a multi-year effort to section hike the 2,650 
mile long Pacific Crest Trail (PCT)!  He was also recently awarded a medallion by the 
Pacific Crest Trail Association for completing the entire trail from Mexico to Canada.  
 
Carol says that retirement hasn’t slowed her down. Besides helping Chris finish hiking the 
PCT, visiting and playing with their four sweet grandchildren, and helping her mother and 
uncle (who has early dementia,) she’s also a Tehachapi Resource Conservation District 
(TRCD) board member. In addition, she recently joined the board of the Red Rock Canyon 
State Park, where they are dealing with even more environmental issues, such as off-road 
vehicle use. She says the need for environmental education (for all ages) never goes away, 
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nor the need for enough volunteers to teach it. Carol says she hopes to continue with this 
mission that she feels God has given her, until her last breath.        
 
Chris says he feels extremely blessed to have a wonderful family and the cutest 
grandchildren ever!  Carol is thankful for our open and loving church family, as well as their 
children and grandchildren. She is grateful to have had the opportunity to reflect on all 
they’ve been able to do during their lives, and as a reminder of all they have to be thankful 
for! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


